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  On Sunday, October 14, 2018, Pope Francis canonized the Archbishop of San Salvador, 
Oscar Romero, in St. Peter’s Square along with six other blessed, including Pope Paul VI. 
The word canonization comes from the Latin “canon” which means “list.” A Christian-
Catholic is “canonized” when that person is officially included in the “list” of saints of the 
Catholic Church so that his(her) life may serve as an example and inspiration for believers. 
The main reason for a person to be canonized is that he(she) has outstandingly 
practiced the love of God through the love of others with concrete works and these are 
recognized by the Church. 
  
    Oscar Arnulfo Romero y Galdamez was born on August 15, 1917 in Ciudad Barrios, El 
Salvador. He was ordained a priest in 1942 in Rome; Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of 
San Salvador in 1970, and appointed Archbishop of San Salvador in 1977. 
  
A ministry founded on the Sacred Scripture. One the most outstanding characteristics 
of Oscar Romero was that his life was inspired by the Sacred Scripture. Romero found in the 
Bible the food and the essential support to sustain his mission with the Salvadoran people. 
Romero was a teacher using the media of his time, especially the radio and the newspaper. 
He abundantly incorporated the biblical teachings in his homilies, which were broadcasted 
live every Sunday through the radio station of his diocese. 
  
    Romero established biblical study groups among Salvadoran peasants and thus he 
learned the Bible through popular wisdom. Romero visited the villages and listened how 
poor people interpreted the Bible. Thanks to these studies and Biblical reflections, Romero 
listened to Biblical prophetic wisdom in the desperate cry for justice and freedom of the 
poor of El Salvador, a cry which many others simply refused to hear. 
  
    Romero was killed while celebrating the Eucharist on March 24, 1980. In his homily the 
previous day he had asked the military of his country to stop repressing against their own 
people. In January, 2015, thirty-five years after his death, the martyrdom of Monsignor 
Romero was officially recognized by a group of theologians of the Vatican Congregation for 
the Causes of Saints—that is, by the office in charge of carrying out the process of 
canonization. However, since the day of this death, the people of El Salvador had already 
canonized Oscar Romero. Why did it take the Vatican so long to acknowledge his 
martyrdom? 
  
    The word “martyr” in Greek means “witness”. Romero was an authentic witness of his 
faith, but both in his death and in his life, he was caught between political and ideological 
forces. In Rome some clergy blocked his cause of canonization and denied his martyrdom. 
Some said that Romero had not been killed for his faith, but had been the victim of a 
political murder that had nothing to do with his beliefs. Some others accused him of not 
preaching the Gospel but politically stirring the people with his messages. Others said that 
the official recognition of his martyrdom would embarrass his fellows Bishops of El Salvador 
and other priests in Central America for not defending the people as he did. Some others 
said that Romero was a communist or a socialist for preaching the theology of liberation, 
which was viewed with suspicion by many in the Vatican. 
  
Revolution of Love—Romero was not a socialist or a communist, but a “man of the 
Beatitudes.” Romero’s holiness consisted of practicing the message of the Beatitudes with 



concrete works, feed the hungry and give drink to the thirsty, and above all in seeking 
justice and freedom for the poor and the oppressed. In one of his homilies, Romero said” 
“We know that every effort to improve society, especially when society is so full of injustice 
and sin, is an effort that God blesses, wants, and demands of us”. 
  
    It was faith and love, not military revolution that impelled Romero in his heroic activism 
and ministry for the poor.  The revolution of Romero was “the revolution of love,” which is 
capable of subverting the order of violence, death and sin that prevailed in the society of his 
time. This was the revolution in which Romero believed, for which he worked and for which 
he witnessed with his own life when he was murdered in the name of the false gods of 
power and money. And this is the revolution of love for which Oscar Romero, a saint in life, 
had been canonized as an example for us to follow.  
 
 


