
Testimony by a Representative of the Faithful 
By Erin Murphy 
 
The following testimony was presented by Erin during the ordination of John Aherne, 
OFM. 
 
Your Excellency, my name is Erin Murphy and I am so incredibly honored to be here 
today and to share my enthusiasm for Br. John Aherne’s ordination to the priesthood. I 
got to know Br. John when he interned at St. Anthony Shrine in Boston nearly three years 
ago. While Br. John was at the Shrine, he worked with many of the Shrine’s ministries 
including grief group, Bread on the Common, the LGBT Ministry, the Franciscan Food 
Center, the Seniors Ministry and he was the director of the 20s/30s Young Adult Group, 
which is where I got to know him as a teacher, a mentor, a role model and friend. 
 
Not only did he do a good job with all of these groups, but he always made time for 
anyone who crossed his path. At the time of Br. John’s internship, I had been struggling 
with some health issues. He was someone who I felt like I could trust implicitly and when 
we talked, he helped me shape my seemingly hopeless situation into a hopeful journey 
where I was walking side-by-side with Christ. 
 
His role at the Shrine was not only as a friar but as a role model to everyone who 
encountered him. The times that he stopped and chatted with the homeless man just 
because and the times when he did things because he said that “it was just the right thing 
to do.” He never took the easy way out and that has stayed with me. I find myself saying, 
“Even though this is hard, I’m going to do it because it’s just the right thing to do.” 
 
For all of these reasons, I am so grateful to be able to call him a friend and to provide my 
overwhelming endorsement of his ordination to the priesthood. I would like to thank him 
for being a reflection of God’s love and I wish him many returning blessings. Thank you. 


