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WHY THIS? WHY NOW? WHY SHOULD I CARE? 
 

In December 2017 the United States of America under President Donald J. Trump 
declared that the US recognized Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. The response was world-wide 
and overwhelmingly negative. Many people, whose perception of Israel and Jerusalem are 
strongly colored by biblical stories about the kingdom of David, are perplexed by both the 
decision and the reaction. Often I hear people of faith and good will ask, “Was it a good thing?” 
or “What is the problem?” 
 In what follows, I hope to clarify the issues from two standpoints: legal, i.e. international 
law; and religious, i.e. the position on the status of Jerusalem held by major Christian churches 
and groups throughout the world. 
 In dealing with international law as represented by the United Nations, I list primarily 
resolutions of the Security Council (UNSC) because it is the only body in the UN that can pass 
legally binding resolutions; the General Assembly (UNGA) normally cannot. I list the pertinent 
UNSC resolutions on the status of Jerusalem since 1947. After each resolution I take a pertinent 
citation from the resolution to indicate what the resolution is about. A link is then provided for 
the interested reader to access the entire UNSC document. As one can see, the position of the 
UN has been that the status of Jerusalem (often referred to as the status quo) cannot and must 
not be changed unilaterally by any State. The ultimate status of Jerusalem must be decided 
through negotiations with the parties involved, i.e. minimally the Israelis and Palestinians. 
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INTERNATIONAL LEGAL STATEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
UNGA  A/Res/181 (II), 29 November 1947. Future government of Palestine 
 “The City of Jerusalem shall be established as a corpus separatum under a special 
 International regime…” Part II:A. 
 https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/7FOAF2BD897689B785256C330061D253 
 
UNSC res 252, 21 May 1968  

“…all legislative and administrative measures and actions…which tend to change the legal status of Jerusalem are 
invalid….” (13 votes in favor; Canada and USA abstain). 
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/46F2803D78A0488E852560C3006023A8 

 
 
UNSC res 267, 3 July 1969 
  “{The SC} Censures in the strongest terms all measures taken to change the status of Jerusalem. 

Confirms that all legislative and administrative measures and actions…which purport to alter the status of 
Jerusalem…are invalid…” (#3, 4) (Passed unanimously).  
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/267 

  
UNSC res 298, 25 September 1971 

“Deplores …actions by Israel purporting to affect the status of Jerusalem.” Confirms all actions purported to 
change the status of the City of Jerusalem are totally invalid. (#2, 3) (14 votes in favor; Syrian Arab Republic 
abstains). 
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/298 

 
UNSC res 476, 30 June 1980 

“Deploring the persistence of Israel, in changing the physical character, demographic composition, institutional 
structure and the states of the Holy City of Jerusalem.” “Reconfirms that all legislative measures and actions… to 
alter the character and status of the Holy City of Jerusalem have no legal validity and constitute a flagrant 
violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention….” Preamble, (#3, 4) (14 votes in favor; USA abstains). 
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/476 

 
UNSC res 478. 20 August 1980 

“Determines that all legislative and administrative actions…which have altered or purported to alter the character 
and status of the Holy City of Jerusalem…are null and must be rescinded forthwith.” 
Decided that “Those States that have established diplomatic missions at Jerusalem to withdraw such missions 
from the Holy City.” (#3, 5b) (14 votes in favor; USA abstains). 
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/478 

 
UNSC res 2334, 23 December 2016 

All UN resolutions are either from the General Assembly (UNGA) or the Security Council (UNSC). 
General Assembly resolutions are not legally binding, while Security Council resolutions are. The Security 
Council consists of 15 members, ten of whom are elected, and the Permanent Five (P-5): China, France, 
Russian Union, United Kingdom and United States of America. Each of the P-5 has the power to veto any 
resolution, even if the other 14 members are in favor of it. With GA resolutions I will not give the vote. 
However, with SC resolutions I will because it is often significant. 
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“Underlines that it will not recognize any changes to the 4 June 1967 lines, including with regard to Jerusalem, 
other than those agreed by the parties through negotiations.” (#3) (14 in favor; USA 
abstains).http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/2334 

 
UNGA Emergency Session ES-10/L.22, 21 December 2017 

“…any decisions and actions which purport to have altered the character, status or demographic composition of 
the Holy City of Jerusalem have no legal effect, are null and void…. (the GA) calls upon all states to refrain from 
the establishment of diplomatic missions in the Holy City of Jerusalem, pursuant of SC resolution 478) 

 https://undocs.org/A/ES-10/L.22 
 

******* 
 

STATEMENTS OF CHURCHES & RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
 

 In dealing with the response of Christian Churches to the USA’s decision on the status of Jerusalem, I 
have opted for world-wide church organizations over local or national bodies, wherever this is possible. I 
recognize that different churches give different binding powers to their world-wide spokespersons. 
Nevertheless, these statements are representative of Christian bodies comprising well over a billion people. I 
have made some exceptions to this. I have included the Letter of the Patriarchs and Heads of Local Churches in 
Jerusalem to President Donald J. Trump because these are the Christians most directly affected by the decision 
to change the status of Jerusalem. I am also including the letter of M. Rev. Timothy P. Broglio of the US 
Conference of Catholic Bishops to US Secretary of State Tillerson, since it was the US who recognized  
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 
 The responses of the different world-wide church organizations, though expressed in different ways, are 
universally negative. The statements not only unanimously support the maintenance of the status quo until it is 
solved by negotiations, they also speak of “irreparable harm,” “a threat to pursuing peace,” “undermining 
peace-building,” “increases the risk of violence in the area and escalates the threat against Christians there” etc. 
 As with the legal material above, I have listed the statements, extracted a citation that indicates the 
content of the statement and added a link to the actual document. 

 
Holy See press release 10 December 2017 

“The Holy See…reiterates its well-known position concerning the singular character of the Holy City and the 
essential need for respecting the status quo…” 

 http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2017/12/10/0886/01900.html 
 
Report of Patriarch Bartholomew on Jerusalem and status quo 

http://eu.greekreporter.com/2017/12/26/ecumenical-patriarch-bartholomew-dont-change-status-quo-in-jerusalem/ 
 
Letter of Patriarchs and Heads of Local Churches in Jerusalem to President Donald J. Trump, December 6, 2017. 

“Our solemn advice and plea is for the United States to continue to recognize the present international status of 
Jerusalem. Any sudden changes would cause irreparable harm.” 
https://www.lpj.org/heads-local-churches-send-letter-to-president-donald-trump-regarding-status-of-jerusalem/ 

 
Statement of the Delegation to the Holy See at the Tenth Emergency Session of the General Assembly, 21 December 
2017 

“It {the Holy See} wishes to recall the obligation of all Nations to respect the historical status quo of the Holy 
City, in accordance with the relevant UN Resolutions.” 

 https://holyseemission.org/contents//statements/5a3bf3da27805.php 
 
Letter of M. Rev. Timothy P. Broglio, USCCB to Secretary Tillerson, January 5, 2018 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/global-issues/middle-east/israel-palestine/-letter-
to-secretary-of-state-tillerson-on-us-embassy-relocation-2018-01-05.cfm 
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Citing a previous letter from the USCCB: “Moving the embassy to Jerusalem would erode the US commitment to 
a two-state solution, and is a threat to pursuing peace and ending conflict.” Bp.Broglio adds: “I urge you {Sec. of 
State Tillerson} to consider placing on hold any move of the embassy to Jerusalem….” 

 
 
Archbishop of Canterbury 

“I join other Church Leaders in calling for all parties to uphold the Status Quo {of Jerusalem} and resist 
weakening it.” 
http://www.anglicannews.org/news/2017/11/archbishop-of-canterbury-joins-pope-in-calling-for-status-quo-in-
jerusalem.aspx 
 

	  
World Council of Churches Statement on Jerusalem 

“The imposition of this decision {on the part of the USA} on the status of Jerusalem will only lead to more 
disillusionment, increased tensions and diminished hopes. It cannot serve the interests of a just peace in the 
region. The World Council of Churches calls on the US Administration to reconsider its position on this key 
issue….” 
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/general-secretary/statements/on-us-recognition-of-
jerusalem-as-israels-capital 

 
Lutheran World Federation Letter to Donald J. Trump 

“The LWF therefore unequivocally opposes any unilateral action that prejudices the status of Jerusalem or 
constitutes its recognition as a city within the sovereign territory of on State. 

 In view of the above, the LWF urges you in strongest terms: 
 … 
 To neither recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, nor relocate the US embassy….” 
 https://www.lutheranworld.org/sites/default/files/2017/171206to_president_trump.pd 
 
Statement of World Methodist Council 

“…we express dismay at the announcement of President Trump to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, 
dismissing decades of established American policy and international consensus. Such a move undermines peace-
building efforts in the region between the two states.” 
http://worldmethodistcouncil.org/statement-‐on-‐president-‐trumps-‐recognition-‐of-‐jerusalem-‐as-‐capital-‐of-‐israel/	  

	  
Statement of World Communion of Reformed Churches 

“The move by the Trump Administration goes against long-established international consensus….It makes a 
negotiated peace agreement even more difficult, increases the risk of violence in the area and escalates the threat 
against Christians there. 
…we call on the Trump administration to reconsider its announcement to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel.” 

 http://wcrc/prayer-requests/wcrc-peace-not-provocation-for-jerusalem 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Elias D. Mallon 
31 January 2018 

 

WHY SHOULD I CARE? 
For different reasons and in different ways Jerusalem is sacred to Jews, Christians and 
Muslims—over 3 billion people, almost 40% of humanity. Constantly referred to in 
Scriptures and UN resolutions as “The Holy City,” Jerusalem must not be a place of 
conflict, competition, division and violence. Jerusalem is unique among the cities of this 
planet. Every effort must be made by Jews, Christians and Muslims to assure that the Holy 
City is, in fact and reality, holy—open, free, unifying and peaceful. 

 


