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The students and families at St. Francis of Assisi School in Triangle, Va., kicked off Catholic Schools 
Week with a movie matinee on Saturday afternoon featuring “Despicable Me 3.” Many families were in 
attendance to enjoy popcorn and refreshments. Although the weather on Sunday was less than ideal, the 
school had a record number of families attend its open house. Student ambassadors, faculty, and staff 
were on hand to greet new families, give tours and answer any questions. Catholic Schools Week was off 
to a great start!  

Recognizing that the theme for this year’s Catholic Schools Week was “Learn, Serve, Lead, Succeed,” the 
students at St. Francis continued to serve their community through many of their outreach programs 
during the week. Kindergarten students collected money to make care baskets for the elderly. Middle 
School students collected baby items to donate to Mary’s Shelter. The Care for Creation Club made 
blankets for the ACTS Homeless shelter. Students participated in pizza day with the proceeds benefiting 
their sister parish in Peru.  

“As a Franciscan Catholic School, we teach and model the faith through our actions and words on every 
level possible, beginning with our friars and extending to our preschoolers. A distinct Franciscan focus is 
demonstrated through the numerous activities of our outreach endeavors based on all of the Catholic 
Social Teachings,” explains principal, Dr. Tricia Barber. 

Classes used this week’s theme to create stronger bonds among the grades. The first and fourth graders 
participated in “Saint” Bingo, second and fifth graders shared educational games, and fifth and seventh 
graders prayed the Rosary together. Special spirit days were planned where the students could wear 
something special. The students loved “Crazy Hair, Hat and Sock Day”, “Wear Your Favorite Sports 
Team Gear Day”, “Spiritual Color Day” and “Character Day”.  

There were many displays of student’s works showcasing their academic and artistic talents. This 
included hand-made liturgical calendars, art projects, biography book reports and science projects. The 
middle school students participated in a Geography Bee and the fourth grade students presented a living 
wax museum highlighting famous Virginians.  

The week wrapped up with an appreciation breakfast for teachers and staff sponsored by the PTO as well 
as an altar server appreciation luncheon hosted by the friars. The families also enjoyed a night of 
fellowship and fun during family skate night at the local skating rink. It was a wonderful Catholic Schools 
Week!  


