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The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi in Raleigh, N.C., always greatly anticipates 
Catholic Schools Week. As part of our Catholic faith and Franciscan tradition, the students, 
families, faculty and staff of St. Francis of Assisi preschool and The Franciscan School (K-8) 
dedicate the week to service to others and appreciation for each other and all that God has given 
to us. We are excited to embrace this year’s theme: “Lead, Learn, Serve, Succeed.” We have so 
many ways that we are sharing with our community.  

Each day during the week, we have speakers at our daily morning prayer including one of our 
Franciscan friars, one of our TFS alumni currently attending Cardinal Gibbons High School, two 
of our TFS alumni who started a migrant ministry in the area, and our current parish director of 
stewardship. All will be sharing what Catholic Education has done for them in their lives and 
how they see our schools benefitting our current students. It is important to recognize or learn all 
that Catholic education does for students and families at our schools beyond their academic 
success. We believe Catholic schools are unique because the spiritual and moral development 
they offer are equally important parts of the development of our students as caring and 
thoughtful citizens.  

Our Catholic Schools Week projects have real impact in our local communities and across the 
globe. Last year, we served over 1300 individuals from North Carolina to Africa to Central 
America and the Middle East. Our contributions of blankets, clothing, food and appreciation 
impacted people across the world, and we hope those “ripples” of care spread out to positively 
affect many more, and we hope to impact even more people through our service this year. The 
groups with which we are coordinating include Operation Gratitude, the Linus Project, Catholic 
Parish Outreach, Sole Hope, our sister parish Our Lady of the Rosary in Louisburg, N.C.,, and 
the migrant ministry started by one of our families. Every grade and every class, from 3-year-
olds through 8th grade, will play an important role in helping others and seeing beyond their 
small world to the larger global community.  

We also are fortunate to be able tap into the talents of our older students to help teach our 
younger students about the beauty of our faith. Julie Sperrazza, a kindergarten teacher at TFS, 
and Becky Cawley, a member of the justice and peace parish staff, coordinated a “Come Follow 
Me” service project. The 5th and 8th graders at The Franciscan School will accompany 3-, 4- and 
5 year-olds at The St Francis Preschool through a service project experience. The model 
developed celebrates this year’s theme beautifully.  

The TFS students will guide the preschool children through three components: Formation – TFS 
students will provide formation for our preschoolers, specifically teaching about our call to serve 
others; Service –TFS students will accompany and guide preschooler through a service project 
benefiting “Our Lady of the Rosary”; and Reflection –TFS students will unpack the experience 
by facilitating a discussion about what they did and how they felt helping out the younger 
students.  



 
We try to teach all of our students that every gesture and every act of kindness impacts others 
and spreads out as a “ripple” to benefit so many others. “Lead, Learn, Serve, Succeed” is the 
theme of Catholic Schools Week. While success is presented in many different ways in our 
society, from money to fame, we hope our students recognize that without the first three parts of 
our theme that ultimate success will be shallow. Success is measured most properly by how we 
teach others through our leadership, how much we learn about ourselves and others during the 
journey and, finally, how our efforts serve others. That is the proper measure of a truly fruitful 
life. We are so very thankful for the example and guidance that our Franciscan Friars provide to 
our students on their personal journeys toward true success. We pray that all Catholic Schools 
have a great week, and we thank everyone for embracing and supporting Catholic education.  


