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Dear brothers and sisters: 
 
May I begin by offering you an embrace of Peace and Goodness! 
 
We have gathered to pray for the recovery of Puerto Rico after the passage of 
hurricanes, Irma and María. María was catastrophic and devastated the entire 
archipelago of Puerto Rico.  
 
Our Jewish sisters and brothers are in the midst of celebrating Hanukkahh, that great 
Festival of Lights. We greet them with love and pray to the Lord of Lords to walk in the 
Light of Truth.  
 
May our prayer today be truly Inter religious, embracing with love our Muslim sisters and 
brothers as well as peoples of all faiths for the spirit of solidarity beckons us all to be 
committed to the common good of all humanity.  
 
For Christians, the Lord Jesus enables us to meet today and to pray for Puerto Rico, to 
be more precise, for the people of Puerto Rico, who are my people and, more 
specifically, for the Puerto Ricans are most vulnerable to the vicissitudes of these 
tragedies and who are the majority of the population. 
 
As Christians we pray by imitating Jesus who used to retire to the mountain and pray 
during the night (Luke 612).  
 
May we all pray for Puerto Rico following the advice of St. Paul who encouraged people 
to "constantly raise all kinds of prayers and supplications, animated by the Spirit" and to 
dedicate themselves "with untiring perseverance to intercede for all the brothers (and 
sisters)" (Eph 6:18). 
 
We are four days away from Christmas Eve; and on that holy night, there were some 
shepherds who were in vigil. Today we are also in vigil, in prayer, for Puerto Rico, which 
is a manger in the Caribbean, small in size and with a profound and indomitable faith, 
with an enormous desire to recover, and to continue walking with dignity. 



 
As all of you well know, Puerto Rico is facing serious problems such as its economic 
bankruptcy, unemployment, migration and the aftermath left by the devastation of two 
terrible hurricanes. 
 
Puerto Rico is in a desperate situation and its colonial reality leaves it in a difficult 
position from which to engineer its own reconstruction. The United States' government, 
its people, the Catholic Church in the United States, churches from other parts of the 
world, labor unions and individual people who simply care to help are being generous 
with their humanitarian assistance. Puerto Rico is deeply grateful for this assistance.  
 
However Puerto Rico also needs legislative assistance from the Congress of the United 
States as well as international solidarity.  
 
Recent congressional legislation would eliminate 250,000 jobs in Puerto Rico! Even 
though the excise tax on Puerto Rico was removed from the most recent  tax 
legislation, it is concerning that in the aftermath of the hurricanes that Congress 
would even consider tax policies that could force 250,000 jobs to leave our island. 
 
Puerto Rico's colonial status also impedes it from receiving international aid.  
 
Puerto Rico needs a Congress that is sensitive to the pain of the people of Puerto Rico. 
It needs a Congress that respects Puerto Rico's right to reconstruct with dignity stands 
in solidarity with its right to create economic progress for all, that assists it to have the 
necessary tools to improve the quality of life for all its people, especially for the poor 
who are the majority of the population;  and it needs a Congress that opens up new and 
creative avenues, based upon mutual respect, dialogue and trust to overcome its 
current colonial political status. We pray that Congress may act with compassion,  
creativity and respect towards Puerto Rico.  
 

Puerto Rico desperately needs a complete debt relief, funding for rebuilding, and equal 
access to Medicare, Medicaid and child tax benefit funding.  Puerto Rico, in spite of its 
colonial history with Spain and the United States for more than 500 years, with all the 
inequalities and humiliations that entails, has exemplified a Christian spirit of 
reconciliation towards Spain and the United States in its quest to live in dignity, 
freedom, equality and peace in the world community.  
 
Today, all of us, clergy, religious,  people representing many faiths and denominations, 
government officials, lay people and people of good will, gathered in this prayer service 
organized by Jubilee USA to pray for the people of Puerto Rico and for an awakening of 
the hearts of the Representatives and Senators in Congress give thanks to God for the 
precious God-given gifts of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Today we pray with 
the persistence and tenacity of the widow of the gospel;  we pray full of hope that the 
miracle of compassion, openness toward and solidarity with Puerto Rico may come 
true. 
 



I thank you from the bottom of my heart for your prayerful solidarity with Puerto Rico 
and for your presence here today. In a special way I thank JubileeUSA for organizing 
this event.  
 
With the psalmist I cry out: “I lift up my eyes to the mountains—     where does my help 
come from?  My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.”(psalm 
121) With all of you,  I cry out to the lord: Where does  help come to Puerto Rico and its 
people? Our help comes from the Lord who made heaven and and earth and who 
touches our hearts! 
 
May God bless the United States of America, Puerto Rico and every nation on earth 
with a renewed commitment to establishing  the common good, solidarity, justice and  
peace for all humankind.  
 
Amen.  

 

 


