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Christmas  
The Richness of Existence  
Rather Than on Having Possessions 
 

 

Dear brothers and sisters,  
Greetings for Advent and Christmas season!  
We are bothers working in JPIC office in the Curia. As we are preparing ourselves for 

the celebration of God’s mystery of incarnation, we would like to provide you some 
alternative options regarding holiday gifts. It’s all about the new lifestyle for Franciscans 
and our spirituality.  

 
Spiritual Background 

 
Advent has begun. 
For us Franciscans, Christmas is when we celebrate the mystery of God; it’s not just a 

festive season. Like St. Francis, who celebrated the mystery of the Incarnation in Greccio, 
Italy. We also commemorate that God, in the Word made flesh, has saved the world. The 
mystery of how God chose to be born in poverty in Bethlehem is the source of Franciscan 
joy at Christmas. So, as we prepare to celebrate Christmas, we would like to share a few 
suggestions with you, keeping JPIC principles in mind, and letting you know about the “buy 
nothing at the holidays” movement. 

  

Objectives  
 
The joy of giving and receiving gifts is something special; the giver and the receiver 

both share in that joy. But buying lots of holiday gifts can become a real financial burden, 
and can clutter our lives with an overload of non-essentials.  

 

There are alternatives to this, however, and increasing numbers of people are choosing 
not to buy gifts for the holidays, and ead spend the Christmas season differently. Many of 
these people are neither Christian nor Franciscan and they choose this practice because of 
financial reasons, or because they want to find sustainable alternatives to this kind of 
spending. 

 

However, our objective is not purely economic — 
our purpose is to witness to our alternative and counter-
cultural spiritual values, focusing on the richness of 
existence rather than on having possessions. It is also 
about opting out of a system of consumerism that sells 
comfort and joy at the expense of the earth and of the 
poor. Challenging the system that produces such a loss of 
life and peace can begin with little daily practices. After 
all, the spirituality that we pursue does not become a 
reality if we don’t start by practicing alternative values in 
our everyday lives. 
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Suggestions 
 
Here are some practical suggestions, adapted from various articles on the web.  

 

Give time. For many of us, time is much more valuable than stuff. Rather than bring a 
hostess gift to a party, offer to help clean up when the night is over. Take your niece 
or nephew to a concert or a basketball game. Spend an afternoon going through old 
photos with your grandmother. 

Give an experience. Instead of exchanging gifts, opt for an evening out, a trip to the 
movies, a movie night in, dinner at home or a holiday baking party. That expensive 
shopping day can turn into a day spent with your parents, something that you will 
cherish for a long time. 

Give to charity. It will be a wonderful alternative to traditional gifts. You can give 
a charity gift card with which the recipient can choose the charity that will receive 
the donation. It will be more fulfilling.   

Give up gifts. Make it clear to friends that you not interested in exchanging "little gifts" 
out of a sense of obligation. Give them the gift of freedom from that obligation to 
you. 

Make do-it-yourself gifts. Knit a sweater, make posters or DVDs with photographs of 
special times with friends and family, or create herb-infused cooking oils with herbs 
from your garden. 

Give edible gifts. Gourmet coffee or tea, homemade sweets, chocolates, a bottle of wine 
– all are likely to be more welcome than other knickknacks. And, they won't take up 
space in the house for years. Instead of exchanging gifts with co-workers, bring in 
bagels and coffee, when the holiday sweets are long gone. 

Finally, consider a retro gift: a card with a heartfelt handwritten message about how 
much your co-worker, teacher, friend, sister or brother, really means to you. Those 
kinds of gifts are much rarer, and more precious, than yet another scented candle. 

 
We wish all of you a very happy Christmas!  
May the Lord bless all of us!  

 

Jaime Campos, OFM & Rufino Lim, OFM 
JPIC Office —Rome 
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Annual COTAF JPIC animators’ 
meeting was held on 7-9 Oct. at the 
Franziskanerkloster, Vienna,. The 
participants were Br. Jürgen Neizert 
(JPIC Delegate of the Conference), 
Br. Markus Fuhrman (JPIC 
commission of German Province), 
Br. Federico Bieri (animator of 
Swiss Custody), Br. Severin 
Mayrhofer (animator of Austrian 
Province), Br. Florent Nibel and Br. 
Claude Vermot Desroches 
(animators of French Province),  Br. 
Hans van Bemmel (animator of 
Dutch Province), Br. Arunas 
Brazaukas (animator of Lithuanian 
Province), and Br. Rufino Lim 
(assistant in Rome office). 

 
The meeting was opened with an inspiring presentation by Br. Jürgen. Later, the reports 

from each entity were followed by the reports by the Conference Delegate, Br. Jürgen, and of 
JPIC Rome Office by Br. Rufino. After all the reports, the animators have discussed on the future 
plans and projects of their entities on the second day. Later they gave a visit to the Kolping center, 
an eco-friendly integral nursing home in Vienna. The meeting was hosted by the Vienna fraternity 
with heartfelt hospitality.  

Important issues in COTAF were ecological conversion in lifestyle (Laudato Si’), dialogue 
with Islam, migrants, and so on. It is encouraging that the JPIC basic seminar is being held 
annually at the Conference level. Following this year's seminar on "Dialogue with Islam", next 
year’s seminar will be on "The Role of Women in Church and Society", March 31 to April 2, 
2017. 

 
The Dutch province has started a 

new community in an eco-friendly 
manner. Perhaps it will be a community 
along with OSC sisters. Also, friars 
decided to reduce their meat consumption 
at the provincial level. Several provinces, 
such as in Germany and Austria, are 
working hard on the issue of migration. 
In the case of the Austrian province, about 140 immigrants are living in various fraternities. 

 
Ecology or ecological conversion (Laudato Si’) is the central issue in almost all the 

provinces of COTAF. As seen in the case of Graz fraternity, many convents are adopting the 
renewable energy technology such as photovoltaics . The French province is focusing on ecology 
through the JPIC commission of Franciscan Family, the "Gubbio network". Ever since COP21 in 
Paris(2015), friars have organized JPIC meeting of Franciscan Family on climate change and 
global warming, and also participated in the "Fasting for the Climate". In the case of the German 
province, the JPIC commission is working extensively on campaign against arms exports of the 
government, advocacy for human rights and peace in Colombia, mining issues, interfaith dialogue 
apostolate and so on.  

The next COTAF meeting will be held on 13 October 2017 in Näfels, Switzerland. 

 

Br. Rufino Lim OFM 

JPIC Office—Rome 
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From October 9 to 11, Br. Rufino 

Lim visited the two communities of the 
Austrian Province with the help of Br. 
Severin. The first was the fraternity in 
Pupping. Perhaps it was a fraternity 
that could be called to have initiated 
truly a new form of Franciscan life. 
Four friars, one OSC sister, and four 
OFS members were living together as a 
fraternity. All of them without an 
exception observe the timetable of the 
fraternity which was filled with manual 
labor and prayer, and in particular mass 
and prayers(three times a day) are the 
most important parts of their 
community life. Anyone can freely 
come and stay in this community for 
the desired period of time, but of course one should follow the timetable. At the moment, eight 
immigrants are living and working together in the community since two years. Their lifestyle is 
ecological, and their works are mainly focused on farm work and building new homes. Hope 
for the future was seen in the open mind and bright smile of the members of the community. 

 
 
The second was a fraternity in Graz. The 
reason for a visit was to see the solar 
heating system installed in the friary some 
years ago. This historic monastery, which 
had existed since the 14th century, has 
undergone an ecological transformation 
over the years, with the support of the EU 
Parliament on the outer walls of the 
convent, installing solar panels and solving 
the monastery's heating problem with a 
renewable energy source. This is one of the 
most representative examples of energy 
transition in big and old convents. 
 

 
The Austrian province is actively working on 

ecological conversion and migration as important 
JPIC issues. The Province has accepted about 140 
immigrants in many fraternities and helps them to 
settle and adapt in the society. Their service for 
those migrants and refugees with different cultural 
backgrounds seemed to help the brothers 
themselves to be inspired too. May the Lord bless 
them all! 
 

 

Br. Rufino Lim OFM 

JPIC Office—Rome 
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Fraternal visit to JPIC animators 
The visit took place between 10 and 
16 October, together with the 
General Definitor for COTAF, Br. 
Lóránt Orosz, who has made 
communication and logistics 
possible. Special thanks to Br. 
Lóránt in relation to the translation. 
We have visited two provinces of the 
COTAF Conference, to see and feel 
the work of the brothers who are in 
charge of the animation of JPIC 
values. Also, it was a time to share 
with the brothers in the initial 
formation and to see the social 
projects of the provinces. 

 

Encounter with JPIC animators 
Br. László Zatykó, of the Province of Hungary 
(Szeged). As for the difficulties he commented, 
we find that in the province there are various 
social initiatives – soup kitchen for the poor, 
scholarships for study, solidarity aid in parishes - 
that have to do with JPIC values, but are not 
articulated in the JPIC Office from the province. 
He says that it can be done even more for the 
gypsies. 
Br. Pál Bakó, from the Province of Transylvania 
(Kolozsvár / Cluj), spoke about the difficulties of 
justice and peace, as some people associate him 
with the communist past. He says that there are 
several activities in social issues, with the poor, the gypsies, the orphans. They have two 
foundations for this purpose, St. Elisabeth for the Gypsy children and St. Francis for the 
orphaned children. These foundations are doing a great job for the benefit of the most needy. 

 
Meeting with siblings in initial formation 

 

A formation meeting was held with the 

novices of the two provinces in the 

novitiate house in Szécsény (Hungary). 

Also with the brothers of temporary 

profession in the house in Budapest 

(Province Hungary) and in Szászsebes / 

Sebeş (Province of Transilvania). The 

theme chosen was “JPIC values in the 

Church and in the Order”, also showing 

the work of the JPIC Office in Rome 

and other entities of the Order. 

 
Br. Jaime Campos OFM 
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Meeting Animators of the 
Conference of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 
 

From October 24 to 27, the 
meeting of JPIC animators of the 
Conference was held at the San 
Francisco retreat house in Guatemala 
City. In general terms, holding the 
meeting was already a gain, as it 
hadn’t happened for at least the past 
two and a half years. The meeting was 
convened by the President of the 
Conference. 

 
The brothers who have participated were Samuel López Padilla (Province of the Holy 

Gospel), Juan Antonio Moran (Province of Saints Francisco and Santiago de Jalisco), Víctor 
Pacheco (Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe), Enrique Díaz Urbina (Province San Junípero 
Serra), Miguel Ángel Galarza Herrera (Province of San Pedro and San Pablo of Michoacán), 
Javier Molina Esquiliano (Province San Felipe de Jesús in representation of the Animator). 
We were also accompanied during the meeting by Br. German Tax, Provincial Definitor for 
Guatemala. 

 

The meeting was held according to the previously established agenda: presentation of 

JPIC report by each entity; JPIC report of the Conference to the CIJPIC; Agreements of the 

CIJPIC; Election of the JPIC coordinator of the Conference; Organization of the pilgrimage 

of the Americas and projection of JPIC work at the Conference. 

 
New JPIC Office 

 
On October 23, the new JPIC office of the Holy Gospel Province of Mexico was 

blessed. The office is located inside the parish of San Juan de los Lagos, in Mexico City. 
The parish priest and JPIC animator of the Province, Samuel López, OFM has set up a JPIC 
team together with a group of young students, mainly from the civil society. They have 
prepared various training and study materials related to the care of the Common House and 
are being used in the parish and other presences of the Province. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Br. Jaime Campos OFM 

JPIC Office—Rome 
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National Encounter JPIC - Franciscan Family  
in Honduras 

 
On 28 and 29 October the 

JPIC National Encounter of the 
Franciscan Family was held in 
Comayagua. Representatives 
from different parts of the 
country gathered to promote 
JPIC values. It should be noted 
that the brothers’ organization in 
Honduras has a JPIC animator 
for fraternity, coordinated by the 
regional JPIC delegate (for 
Honduras) René Flores, OFM 
teaming with the other regional 
delegates of the Franciscan 
Province of Central America. 

 

 

The objective of the meeting 

was to consolidate the JPIC 

teams as a Franciscan family at 

the national level to draw up a 

national advocacy plan and 

respond to the challenges of 

the national reality. The work 

carried out during the meeting 

focused on developing the 

JPIC action plan in Honduras; 

to identify the priority 

problem, and to give a 

response as a line of action of 

zones, was answered with three 

dimensions or axes: 

communication, training and 

incidence. In addition, the organization of the national team of JPIC was approached, it was 

possible to name one or two JPIC representatives of the Franciscan family for each region of 

the country. This will allow for greater work and commitment in the field of JPIC and to put 

the national plan into practice. 

 

 

Br. Jaime Campos OFM 

JPIC Office—Rome 
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The COP22 (the Conference of the Parties) took place in Marrakech, Morocco, 

from 7 to 18 November. More than 190 nations have participated Four friars, coming 
from Morocco(Br. Natale Fiumanò), Brazil(Br. Rodrigo Peret), South Korea(Br. Aloysio 
Kim), and the Rome office(Br. Rufino Lim) were among many religious participants. 
They participated in various ways. Especially Br. Natale was an official observer as a 
member of the pontifical delegation, and Br. Rodrigo was actively engaged in several 
workshops on mining issue related with climate change. All of them have walked along 
with the civil society during the climate march, and represented Franciscan presence in 
the event of inter-religious climate statement.  

 
This COP was meant to decide in details of the decisions of the previous COP, 

the Paris Agreement. The Paris Agreement was a significant turning point in tackling the 
course of climate change ever since the failure of actualization of Kyoto Protocol. The 
most significant feature of the “Agreement” is the carbon cuts targets(INDCs), which is 
the voluntary reduction targets submitted by every party in order to limit global warming 
to well below 2℃ above pre-industrial level. COP22 has acknowledged that INDCs are 
insufficient for the global warming target and reinforced them. The present INDCs 
indicate the future of global average temperature well above 2.7℃. Even though these 
targets are to be reviewed in every five years, the more ambitious commitments from 
each party are inevitably needed. There were some positive signs during the Conference. 
Many parties such as US, Canada, Mexico, Germany and the 47-nation Climate 
Vulnerable Forum have made a pledge of dramatic reduction targets and transition to the 
renewable energy. However, there still is a great urgency to take immediate action on it, 
since the carbon emission has never reached its peak yet.  

 
Besides the issue of mitigation, the problem of various funds for adaptation and 

loss & damage etc. was discussed, but without any tangible conclusion. It was a big 
disappointment to the climate vulnerable countries and the civil society.   

 

The friars realized that the Franciscan family has to response to this call of 

solidary action in collaboration with civil society and find ways to practice our 

spirituality in a new form of "ecological conversion". 

Br. Rufino Lim OFM 

JPIC Office—Rome 
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There are many NGOs that work to tackle the course of climate change. Among 

them, there is an NGO called the Global Catholic Climate Movement(GCCM), which was 
initiated two years ago. It’s deeply rooted in catholic spirituality and has sought the 
solidarity of the various entities in the Catholic Church in order to confront this greatest 
global challenge in the 21st century, the ecological crisis and climate change. They have 
been particularly inspired by Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’ and have been 
campaigning to implement the Pope's message which gives evangelical hopes and calls 
for prophetic actions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are now more than 400 catholic organizations around the world, including 
the Episcopal Conferences, Caritas’, and Franciscan entities, that are acting in solidarity 
with GCCM. The number of member organizations continues to increase. They are 
constantly uploading their specific practices to GCCM’s website, which gives them 
inspiration and motivation.  

 
GCCM has also hosted a number of webinars on the issues related to climate 

change, including the “Ethical Divest / Invest Movement”. GCCM will hold an 
International Conference at the Pontifical University of Laterano in Rome, entitled 
“Laudato Si’ & Catholic Investing: Clean Energy for our Common Home” on 27 
January 2017. All the information is on their web site. 

(http://catholicclimatemovement.global/) 
 

It is hoped that more Franciscan entities can be inspired and act in solidarity with 

this movement. 

 
 

Br. Rufino Lim, OFM 
Office JPIC – Rome  
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THEY ARE JUST CHILDREN!  
The International Day of Prayer and Awareness  
Against Human Trafficking  2-8 -2017 
A light against Trafficking  
 

"Dear brothers and sisters, today, 8 February, 

the liturgical memorial of St. Josephine 
Bakhita, a Sudanese Sister, who as a child had 
the traumatic experience of being a victim of 
trafficking, the International Unions of 
Superiors General of religious institutes have 
promoted the Day Prayer and Reflection 
against trafficking in persons. I encourage all 
those who are committed to helping men, 
women and children enslaved, exploited, 
abused as tools or pleasure and often tortured 
and mutilated. I hope that those who have 
responsibilities of government will seriously 
strive to eliminate the causes of this shameful 
scourge, a scourge unworthy of a civilized 
society. Let each of us be committed to being a 
voice for our brothers and sisters, humiliated and deprived of their dignity. Let us all pray 
together.” 

(Pope Francis, Angelus Domini February 8, 2015) 

 
In the world, the percentage of children among the victims of trafficking is growing. 

According to the latest official UN figures Report UNODC 2014) one victim out of three 
is under 18. The continent with the highest percentage of child victims of trafficking in 
relation to the total is Africa, with a rate close to 68%. The world's children are trafficked 
for sexual exploitation, domestic servitude, forced marriage, illegal adoption, forced labor, 
organ trafficking, begging, criminal practices, witchcraft, criminal practices (child soldiers, 
drug trafficking). Many children are born slaves, slaves in households held in debt 
bondage as in the mines of Ghana. 

 
Enslaving children is an aggravated crime  
• The cruelty of the violence against children: Consideration of the torments suffered by 

boys and girls raped, used as sex workers and dehumanised, should give rise to a 
determination to give greater protection 

• The symbolic dimension: Boys and girls are the future symbol of dreams of life for 
humanity, freedom of life, generative otherness that does not stop at an impromptu 
action but that requires an accompanying process so that there can be life …. life in 
abundance 

 

Resources: http://bit.ly/2fYwDuj 
http://www.talithakum.info/ 

 
 

 
Br. Jaime Campos OFM 
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The Slavery of the 21st Century – New Threats to the Human Dignity  

 

“As part of the Order’s Ongoing Formation plan for our brothers, I am pleased to 

announce that our JPIC Office, in collaboration with the Pontifical University 
Antonianum (PUA), has confirmed the dates for its annual JPIC Course: May 8-14, 
2017. This is in keeping with the spirit of the Animation Guidelines of the General 
Definitory for 2017, “Moving to the Peripheries; Brothers and Lesser Ones Moving 
Towards…Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation”. The Course is designed to train 
JPIC Animators (especially new Animators) to address the issues of our time, as well 
being an opportunity for Ongoing Formation for all the friars...” (Fr. Michael Perry, 
OFM – Prot 107137) 

 

For more details about the course, please consult the program: http://
www.ofm.org/ofm/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/EN_Corso_GPIC_-2017.pdf  

 

Do feel free to contact the JPIC Office of the Curia, as well, at pax@ofm.org 
 

Br. Jaime Campos, OFM 
Br. Rufino Lim, OFM 

Office JPIC – Rome  
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※ The friars of the Province of St. 
Barbara and Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Province have been publishing a seiries 
of the wonderful JPIC bulletin, 
‹‹Franciscans for Justice›› since 2013, 
which is a part of their joint project. It’s 
being published almost every month. We 
would like to inform about it  and 
recommend you to give a visit to their 
web site.  
http://www.franciscansforjustice.org/

http://www.ofm.org/ofm/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/EN_Corso_GPIC_-2017.pdf
http://www.ofm.org/ofm/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/EN_Corso_GPIC_-2017.pdf
mailto:pax@ofm.org
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January 
 
10-15 Lectures on JPIC, Province of XII Apostles, Peru (Jaime Campos) 
 
12  Romans VI Meeting, Curia OFM Conv. (Rufino Lim) 
 
24  Participation in the new Provincials’ Meeting (Jaime and Rufino) 
 
27  International Conference on “Laudato Si’ and Catholic Investing”, the 

Pontifical University of Laterano, Rome. (Rufino Lim) 
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