
1 

In this issue:  

 
 
 
 

1. ANIMATION PLAN 
 
2. PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT WITH PUA 
 
3. PARTICIPATION IN THE WORLD SOCIAL FORUM 

 
4. DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE IN ASSISI 
 
5. EAC MINISTERS’ MEETING  

   
6. CFMB MINISTERS’ MEETING 

  
7. INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE IN BOLIVIA 
 
8. AGENDA OF JPIC OFFICE 
 
 

CONTACT 

OFM JPIC NEWSLETTER   

 
Tel: +39 06 68491218 

 

 

www.ofm.org/jpic 

pax@ofm.org 

 
 

PREPARED BY THE OFM OFFICE OF JUSTICE, PEACE AND INTEGRITY OF CREATION IN ROME 



2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

During the Animation Committee Meeting, June 4-7, in the city of 
Monselice, Italy, the animation plan 2016-2021 for the general Curia’s 
Office of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation was concluded. The 
plan was presented to the General Definitory during the July meeting, 
and it was approved on July 7. 

 
The animation plan presents the guidelines that the Office wants to 

promote in the Order. It gathers and gives continuity to some options 
taken by the Office during the previous six years and welcomes the 
challenges, regarding JPIC, agreed in the 2015 General Chapter. Our 
purpose is to walk, accompany and encourage the processes of PJIC 
animators in the Provinces, Custodies and Foundations of the Order. 

 
In our quest to respond to the General Chapter’s call and to the 

challenges of our times, we have developed a 6-specific-goals Plan, 
which might allow us to go forward in the coming years in order to en-
courage ourselves to move to the peripheries as brothers and lesser 
ones. 

 
We ask you, brothers, to welcome this Plan, and keep it in mind for 

the work and project of animation in your Entities and Conferences. 
The Plan is available on the website of the Order, section “JPIC-OFM 
Materials”, in English, Spanish and Italian. 

 
http://www.ofm.org/01docum/jpic/EN_Animation%20Plan%
202016_2021.pdf 

 
Fr. Jaime Campos, OFM 

Fr. Rufino Lim, OFM 
JPIC Office– Rome 
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The General Curia’s JPIC Office has been organizing the JPIC Internatio-
nal Course for over 10 years. In partnership with the Department of Justi-
ce and Peace, under the School of Theology of the Pontifical University 
Antonianum, it was possible to give training to a great number of Franci-
scan brothers, many of them JIPC animators in their entities.   
 

 

  We believe that the formation of JPIC animators is important in our 
animation work. In recent months we have worked and dialogued with the 
Dean of the School of Theology and the chairman of the Department of 
Justice and Peace. We have come to put in writing, in partnership agree-
ment, what was built  with effort and creativity in recent years. Thus we 
have a formal agreement between the Pontifical University Antonianum 
and the general Curia’s JPIC Office. 

 

 

 

  The purpose of the agreement is to promote, in the academia, the 
values of Justice, Peace and Integrity, particularly through JPIC courses. 
Likewise, PUA will grant those who participate in the course and draw up 
a written work, 3 credits (ECTS). With this we seek to encourage the parti-
cipation of JIPC animators and PUA, and/or other school students as well.   

 

 

 

  Finally, regarding the JIPC course, it was held in two Conferences 
along 2015 (Ecuador and Philippines), with a great number of participants 
and a good evaluation by the brothers. Therefore, repeating the experien-
ce of the course in some of the Conferences outside Rome, in a near futu-
re, is being considered. 

 
Fr. Jaime Campos, OFM 

Fr. Rufino Lim, OFM 
JPIC Office – Rome  
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The Roman VI, JPIC delegation of the Franciscan family has participated in 
the World Social Forum 2016 in Montreal, Canada, from 8

th
 to 15

th
 August. 

The members of the delegation were fourteen from all the Franciscan Fami-
ly, including YUFRA, OFS, and FI. Rodrigo Peret, Fabio L’amour, and Rufi-
no Lim were among them.   

 

 

 

  The World Social Forum has been a largest gathering of civil so-
ciety to find solutions to the current problems in the world and to provide 
with alternative visions and proposals against the dehumanizing globaliza-
tion and neoliberalist capitalism, since its beginning in Porto Alegre, Brazil in 
2001.   

 

 

 

  The Roman VI has participated several in the international confe-
rences, such as COP (UN Climate summit) and WSF.  Such participations 
have given opportunities to perceive the current movements of the civil so-
ciety, to read the signs of our time, and moreover to present and inject our 
Franciscan values. In this way WSF inspired the brothers and sisters, and 
made us to decide on the directions for the further commitment as a Family.  

 

 

 

  The main themes and workshops on which the Franciscan Family 
worked on were the human rights in relation with extractivism(mining), extre-
me poverty(food sovereignty), and climate change. All of these themes are 
discussed in Laudato Si’ with a great concern. As a result, the participants 
realized and discussed that the Franciscans need to get engaged more dee-
ply in such conferences in order to promote and implement our Franciscan 
vision and spirituality in a way that we organize workshops and events of 
Franciscans by ourselves, and to continue to work on extractivism and food 
sovereignty in collaboration with FI and CIDSE.  

 
Fr. Rufino Lim, OFM 
Office JPIC – Rome  
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“Peace is a workshop, open to all and 

not just to specialists, savants and 
strategists. Peace is a universal re-
sponsibility” 
 

Speech of Pope Francisco 
 

Your Holinesses, 
Distinguished Representatives of Chur-
ches, Christian Communities, and Reli-
gions, 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, I greet 
you with great respect and affection, and 
I thank you for your presence here.  We 
have come to Assisi as pilgrims in 
search of peace.  We carry within us and 
place before God the hopes and sorrows 
of many persons and peoples.  We thirst 
for peace.  We desire to witness to pea-
ce.  And above all, we need to pray for 
peace, because peace is God’s gift, and 
it lies with us to plead for it, embrace it, 
and build it every day with God’s help. 

 

“Blessed are the peacemakers” (Mt 

5:9). Many of you have travelled a great 

distance to reach this holy place.  You set 
out, and you come together in order to 
work for peace: these are not only physi-
cal movements, but most of all move-
ments of the soul, concrete spiritual re-
sponses so as to overcome what is clo-
sed, and become open to God and to our 
brothers and sisters.  God asks this of us, 
calling us to confront the great sickness of 
our time: indifference.  It is a virus that 
paralyzes, rendering us lethargic and in-
sensitive, a disease that eats away at the 
very heart of religious fervour, giving rise 
to a new and deeply sad paganism: the 
paganism of indifference. 

 
We cannot remain indifferent.  

Today the world has a profound thirst for 
peace.  In many countries, people are 
suffering due to wars which, though often 
forgotten, are always the cause of suffe-
ring and poverty.  In Lesbos, my dear bro-
ther, the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholo-
mew, and I saw the sorrow of war in the 
eyes of the refugees, the anguish of peo-
ples thirsting for peace.  I am thinking of 
the families, whose lives have been shat-
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1268).  Continuing the journey which be-
gan thirty years ago in Assisi, where the 
memory of that man of God and of peace 
who was Saint Francis remains alive, 
“once again, gathered here together, we 
declare that whoever uses religion to fo-
ment violence contradicts religion’s dee-
pest and truest inspiration” (Address to 
the Representatives of the World Reli-
gions, Assisi, 24 January 2002: Insegna-
menti XXV,1 [2002], 104).  We further 
declare that violence in all its forms does 
not represent “the true nature of religion. 
It is the antithesis of religion and contri-
butes to its destruction” (Benedict XVI, 
Address at the Day of Reflection, Dialo-
gue and Prayer for Peace and Justice in 
the World, Assisi, 27 October 2011: Inse-
gnamenti VII,2 [2011], 512). We never 
tire of repeating that the name of God 
cannot be used to justify violence. Peace 
alone, and not war, is holy! 

 
Today we have pleaded for the 

holy gift of peace.  We have prayed that 
consciences will be mobilized to defend 
the sacredness of human life, to promote 
peace between peoples and to care for 
creation, our common home.  Prayer and 
concrete acts of cooperation help us to 
break free from the logic of conflict and 
to reject the rebellious attitudes of those 
who know only how to protest and be an-
gry.  Prayer and the desire to work to-
gether are directed towards a true peace 
that is not illusory: not the calm of one 
who avoids difficulties and turns away, if 
his personal interests are not at risk; it is 
not the cynicism of one who washes his 
hands of any problem that is not his; it is 
not the virtual approach of one who jud-
ges everything and everyone using a 
computer keyboard, without opening his 
eyes to the needs of his brothers and si-
sters, and dirtying his hands for those in 
need.  Our path leads us to immersing 
ourselves in situations and giving first 
place to those who suffer; to taking on 
conflicts and healing them from within; to 
following ways of goodness with consi-
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tered; of the children who have known 
only violence in their lives; of the elderly, 
forced to leave their homeland.  All of 
them have a great thirst for peace.  We 
do not want these tragedies to be forgot-
ten.  Rather together we want to give 
voice to all those who suffer, to all those 
who have no voice and are not heard.  
They know well, often better than the 
powerful, that there is no tomorrow in 
war, and that the violence of weapons 
destroys the joy of life. 

 
We do not have weapons.  We 

believe, however, in the meek and hum-
ble strength of prayer.  On this day, the 
thirst for peace has become a prayer to 
God, that wars, terrorism and violence 
may end.  The peace which we invoke 
from Assisi is not simply a protest 
against war, nor is it “a result of negotia-
tions, political compromises or economic 
bargaining.  It is the result of 
prayer” (John Paul II, Address, Basilica 
of Saint Mary of the Angels, 27 October 
1986: Insegnamenti IX,2 [1986], 1252). 
We seek in God, who is the source of 
communion, the clear waters of peace 
for which humanity thirsts: these waters 
do not flow from the deserts of pride and 
personal interests, from the dry earth of 
profit at any cost and the arms trade. 

 
Our religious traditions are diver-

se.  But our differences are not the cau-
se of conflict and provocation, or a cold 
distance between us.  We have not 
prayed against one another today, as 
has unfortunately sometimes occurred in 
history.  Without syncretism or relati-
vism, we have rather prayed side-by-
side and for each other.  In this very pla-
ce Saint John Paul II said: “More pe-
rhaps than ever before in history, the 
intrinsic link between an authentic reli-
gious attitude and the great good of pea-
ce has become evident to all” (Address, 
Basilica of Saint Mary of the Angels, 27 
October 1986: Insegnamenti IX,2, 
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stency, rejecting the shortcuts offered by 
evil; to patiently engaging processes of 
peace, in good will and with God’s help. 
 

Peace, a thread of hope that uni-
tes earth to heaven, a word so simple 
and difficult at the same time.  Peace 
means Forgiveness, the fruit of conver-
sion and prayer, that is born from within 
and that, in God’s name, makes it possi-
ble to heal old wounds.  Peace means 
Welcome, openness to dialogue, the 
overcoming of closed-mindedness, 
which is not a strategy for safety, but ra-
ther a bridge over an empty space.  Pea-
ce means Cooperation, a concrete and 
active exchange with another, who is a 
gift and not a problem, a brother or sister 
with whom to build a better world.  Pea-
ce denotes Education, a call to learn 
every day the challenging art of commu-
nion, to acquire a culture of encounter, 
purifying the conscience of every temp-
tation to violence and stubbornness 
which are contrary to the name of God 
and human dignity. 

 

We who are here together and in 
peace believe and hope in a fraternal 
world.  We desire that men and women 
of different religions may everywhere ga-
ther and promote harmony, especially 
where there is conflict.  Our future con-
sists in living together.  For this reason 
we are called to free ourselves from the 
heavy burdens of distrust, fundamenta-
lism and hate.  Believers 
should be artisans of pea-
ce in their prayers to God 
and in their actions for hu-
manity!  As religious lea-
ders, we are duty bound to 
be strong bridges of dialo-
gue, creative mediators of 
peace.  We turn to those 
who hold the greatest re-
sponsibility in the service 
of peoples, to the leaders 
of nations, so that they 
may not tire of seeking 
and promoting ways of 
peace, looking beyond 

their particular interests and those of the 
moment: may they not remain deaf to 
God’s appeal to their consciences, to the 
cry of the poor for peace and to the heal-
thy expectations of younger generations.  
Here, thirty years ago, Pope John Paul II 
said: “Peace is a workshop, open to all 
and not just to specialists, savants and 
strategists. Peace is a universal responsi-
bility (Address, Lower Piazza of the Basili-
ca of Saint Francis, 27 October 1986: l.c., 
1269). Let us assume this responsibility, 
reaffirming today our “yes” to being, to-
gether, builders of the peace that God wi-
shes for us and for which humanity thir-
sts. 

 
In recent years, as an Order, 

we celebrated and promoted this 
ecumenical and interreligious 
prayer in different places of the 
world, bringing the "Spirit of As-
sisi" into our countries and our 
people. 

Usually we do this celebration 
on October 27 or a bit earlier. So 
we did an overview of the re-
sources available in our office, 
so that you can organize any 
proposed meetings. 

 
http://www.ofm.org/01docum/jpic/
EN_Resource%20Spirit%20of%
20Assisi.pdf 
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The East Asian Conference(EAC) has held a Minister’s Meeting in Cebu City, 
Philippines, September 5-8. 9 Ministers and 4 Secretaries along with Br. Lino 
Gregorio Redoblado, the Definitor General for Asia-Oceania gathered together 
for the meeting. The theme of the meeting was lifted from the Animation Gui-
deline, “Moving to the Peripheries as Brothers and Lesser Ones.” The Mini-
sters presented the reports of each entity first and then followed the reports of 
Offices and Secretariats. Most of the entities reported on their devoted activi-
ties and action plans on the care of Creation, encouraged by Laudato Si’.  

 

 

The Conferential JPIC coordinator, Br. Aloysio Kim Jong-Wha, reported 
on the Verona Statement, that took three main issues, lifestyle, mining and mi-
gration, its appendix i.e. the animation plans of the Conferences, and stressed 
on the new guide book for the Care of Creation, “the Cry of the Earth and the 
Cries of the Poor”.  

 

 

The Ministers decided that JPIC coordinator of EAC will organize a 
meeting of animators of each entity on September 2017 to further collabora-
tion in response to the challenge of Laudato Si’, and that the EAC Secretariat 
will take the responsibility to make of the EAC website.  It is projected that, 
with the help of new website, each entity will be able to share information with 
each other about activities, programs of different EAC Secretariats, including 
JPIC. 

 

 

The next meeting will be FCAO Meeting (together with SAAOC), on Ju-
ly, 2017.  

Fr. Aloysio Kim, OFM 
South Korea 
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The Brazilian Conference of Provincial Ministers gathered in their Assembly 
from the 20th to 23rd of September in Campo Largo (Curitiba). Every three 
years the Conference meets with the Secretariats of Formation and Studies 
and those of Missions and Evangelization. The meeting is the fruit of the walk 
along the path of communion and collaboration among the Entities of the Or-
der in their various activities of Formation and Evangelization. They perfor-
med assessments and collaborative programs in both fields. A total of 70 
friars of all Entities participated at this Assembly in Campo Largo, Brazil. 
 

The meeting of JPIC animators of the Conference agreed that: 
 

 

• Study the document, "The Cry of the Earth and the Cries of the Poor" 
• Study Laudato Si’ 
• Study JPIC resources 
• Cooperate to organize the Continental Congress of JPIC in Anàpolis 

(September 2017) 
• Organize the meeting of the Franciscan Youth in São Paulo. (2018) 
• Visit the Mission in ‘Boa Vista Roraima’ and motivate more entities for friars 

to live in this mission in Amazon. 
• Participate in the Congress of Evangelization and Mission in Colombia 

(2018) 
• Motivate Celebrations of "The Spirit of Assisi" 
• Motivate the week of "Caring for Creation" 
• Motivate the annual collection to assist in the mission of Amazon. 
 

 

Also, CFMB has a new coordinator, Fr. Luis Méndez. 
 

 Fr. Luis Méndez, OFM 
Brazil 
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Peace and all goodness, 

 

Last night (on September 19), in the St Francis Cultural Center and museum in 
the City of Nuestra Señora de La Paz, we inaugurated an artistic interchange with 
exihibits and dialogues with these two artists: Im Goonoo of Korea and Roberto 
Mamani Mamani of Bolivia.   
 

With country representatives from several countries as well as a large pu-
blic.  Long live intecultural dialogue! 
Fraternally, 

Fr. Ignacio Harding, OFM 
Bolivia 
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October 
 
5 – 7   Ongoing Formation, Curia General (Jaime Campos, Rufino Lim) 
 
7 – 12  COTAF Meeting, visiting the animators in Austria (Rufino Lim) 
 
10 – 16 Visiting the animators and JPIC ministry in the Provinces of 

Hungary and Romania. (Jaime Campos) 
 
14        Meeting of Romans VI, Curia General (Rufino Lim) 
 
18 – 23 Visiting the animators and JPIC ministry in the Provinces of 

Holy Gospel in México (Jaime Campos) 
 
24 – 27 Meeting the JPIC animators of the Conference of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe in Guatemala (Jaime Campos) 
 
28 – 30 Visiting the animator and JPIC ministry in Honduras (Jaime 

Campos) 

 

 

November 
 
30 Oct./ 02 Nov. Visiting the animator and JPIC ministry in San Salva-

dor (Jaime Campos) 
 
3 – 6   Visiting the “La72”, a refuge-house for immigrants, México 

(Jaime Campos) 
 
9 Meeting of the Offices of the Curia General  
 
10 – 17 Participation in COP22, Morocco (Rufino Lim) 
 
18         Encounter with Visitators General, Curia General, Curia 

(Jaime Campos, Rufino Lim) 
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