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Dear Brothers, 

 

In recent years, the process of electing the president of the United States of America has 

been long and drawn out. The 2016 presidential campaign lived up to this description and 

showed over and over again the numerous divisions that exist in our country. Many people have 

sadly observed that the tone and the language of the recent campaign was often filled with rancor 

and sometimes went so low as to express outright hatred for individuals and certain minority 

groups who were blamed for damaging the “American dream” for the majority of citizens. These 

so-called “bad people,” whether living within our borders or beyond them, were stigmatized and 

categorized as “unworthy” of participating in the “American dream.”  

 

In response to this harsh and negative appraisal of American society, many people within 

our country and around the world asked: whatever happened to the bold “American dream” that 

upholds that the people of the United States are proud to be one nation under God, indivisible, 

with liberty and justice for all? 

 

The dream of a unified America does seem distant and next to impossible at the present 

moment. Nonetheless, it has been part of our national DNA to commit ourselves to work 

together after a presidential election to advance the well-being of all. In America, it should never 

be about winners and losers, but it should always be about working together with all people to 

form a “more-perfect union.” 

 

As Franciscan friars who are living within the United States, we have a role in advancing 

a renewed sense of unity in our nation. We have been called to follow Jesus Christ in the 

footsteps of Francis and Clare in a manner that reflects our fundamental disposition to welcome 

all people as our brothers and sisters. We must be healers and reconcilers in the midst of fracture 

and divisions. Our nation needs our prayers, our witness, and our voice. 

 

Accepting the challenge to be healers and reconcilers demands that we first listen to and 

learn from the experience of those who have been excluded. Because of their profound pain, we 

must never rush to apply easy fixes that cover real problems with a superficial unity. Nor must 

we ever close our eyes and ears to the call of the marginalized and vulnerable. Rather, as true 

healers and reconcilers, we must help to bind their wounds by standing in solidarity with the 

vulnerable and with those whose human dignity may be at risk. These sisters and brothers of ours 

must know that we are with them and for them. 

 

The gift that we Franciscan friars can contribute to the quest for a renewed sense of unity 

within the United States is the witness of our lives in solidarity with the “minors” of our times.  

 

 



 

 

 

We need not be smarter than others. We need not have all the answers to complex social  

questions. Rather, we must be men of integrity who are committed to fostering the human 

dignity of all people and to promoting the common good within the human family.  

 

May the Lord bless us all and help us to work together again to become – one nation, 

under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

 
 

Fr. Kevin Mullen, O.F.M.  

Provincial Minister 

 


