
U.S. policy should promote religious liberty vigorously, both at home and abroad: our first and most cherished freedom 
is rooted in the very dignity of  the human person, a fundamental human right that knows no geographical boundaries. In all 
contexts, its basic contours are the same: it is the “immun[ity] from coercion on the part of  individuals or of  social groups 
and of  any human power, in such wise that no one is to be forced to act in a manner contrary to his own beliefs, whether 
privately or publicly, whether alone or in association with others, within due limits.” (Dignitatis Humanae, no. 2). In the 
United States, religious freedom generally enjoys strong protection in our law and culture, but those protections are now in 
doubt. For example, the longstanding tax exemption of  the Church has been explicitly called into question at the highest 
levels of  government, precisely because of  her teachings on marriage. Catholics have a particular duty to make sure that 
protections like these do not weaken but instead grow in strength. This is not only to secure the just freedom of  the Church 
and the faithful here but also to offer hope and an encouraging witness to those who suffer direct and even violent religious 
persecution in countries where the protection is far weaker.

(USCCB, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 2015)

(Continued)

Religious FReedom
“Religious freedom certainly means the right to worship God, individually 
and in community, as our consciences dictate. But religious liberty, 
by its nature, transcends places of worship and the private sphere of 
individuals and families. Because religion itself, the religious dimension, 
is not a subculture; it is part of the culture of every people and every 
nation.”

- Pope Francis, 09/26/2015

In a time when hate and fear of  religious difference has dominated much of  the rhetoric of  some presidential 
candidates, we remain committed to preserving that freedom of  religion which is an anchor of  the first amendment to the 
Constitution. As Americans, we are called to  respect people of  all faiths, including Muslims in our midst. As Saint Francis did 
with the Islamic Sultan, we must reach out as Catholics to form friendships and partnerships with Muslims. 

About the seRies - This reflection tool was put together by Holy Name Province’s Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Office using works from Pope 
Francis, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, and a coalition of national Catholic organizations (popefrancis16.com).  We hope that it will be a 
useful tool in discerning our role as faithful citizens during this election year.

A Revolution of Tenderness
A REFLECTION ON OUR ROLE AS CATHOLIC CITIZENS



• How is each candidate talking about our Muslim
neighbors and refugees from the Middle East?

• What is each candidate saying about the freedom of
conscience of  the individual, religious institutions, and
even private businesses?

Questions to ConsideR When ReAding About 
oR listening to CAndidAtes: 

“We are all equal as sons and daughters 
of God and with our personal dignity. 
However, everyone must have the freedom 
to externalize his or her own faith. If 
a Muslim woman wishes to wear a veil, 
she must be able to do so. Similarly, if a 
Catholic wishes to wear a cross. People 
must be free to profess their faith at the 
heart of their own culture not merely at 
its margins.”

- Pope Francis,  La Croix, 05/17/2016

There is no room in our society for anti-immigrant laws that seek to exclude any people based on their religious 
beliefs. Our democracy is strongest when we support diversity of thought and belief. We are also strong when everyone can 
live in communities, contributing to the common good. 

Jesus tells us our faith must manifest itself in works, so we insist that no distinction be drawn between our houses 
of worship and our public ministries to the poor and sick. This ensures that our work to serve the excluded can be practiced 
within our faith tradition. That being said, no Catholic institution—or any institution—should use a false notion of religious 
liberty to discriminate against anyone they employ or serve. 

Sadly, the issue of religious liberty has often morphed into a partisan wedge. The United States’ foundational 
commitment to religious liberty has, for more than two hundred years, helped unite Americans, not divide them. We oppose 
efforts to restrict religious liberty for all people of any religion, but we also oppose efforts to demean it by turning it into a 
partisan issue. 

At times there can be honest disagreements about just what is the common good, but we must work together to 
ensure that the religious consciences of all of our people are honored. This, at times, can lead to different perspectives on 
the freedom of practice of religious beliefs; but our faith challenges us to work together to find the way forward where we 
maximize the freedom of  expression and denigrate no one.

(A Revolution of  Tenderness, popefrancis16.com)

Religious FReedom


