
Our 1998 statement, Living the Gospel of  Life, declares, “Abortion and euthanasia have become preeminent threats 
to human life and dignity because they directly attack life itself, the most fundamental good and the condition for all others.” 
Abortion, the deliberate killing of  a human being before birth, is never morally acceptable and must always be opposed. 
Cloning and destruction of  human embryos for research or even for potential cures are always wrong. The purposeful taking 
of  human life by assisted suicide and euthanasia is not an act of  mercy, but an unjustifiable assault on human life. Genocide, 
torture, and the direct and intentional targeting of  noncombatants in war or terrorist attacks are always wrong. 

Laws that legitimize any of  these practices are profoundly unjust and immoral. Our Conference supports laws and 
policies to protect human life to the maximum degree possible, including constitutional protection for the unborn and 
legislative efforts to end abortion, assisted suicide, and euthanasia. We also promote a culture of  life by supporting laws and 
programs that encourage childbirth and adoption over abortion and by addressing poverty, providing health care, and offering 
other assistance to pregnant women, children, and families. 

The USCCB calls for greater assistance for those who are sick and dying, through health care for all and effective and 
compassionate palliative care and hospice care. The end of  life is a holy moment, a moment that marks a preparation for life 
with God, and it is to be treated with reverence and accompaniment. The end of  life is as sacred as the beginning of  life and 
requires treatment that honors the true dignity of  the human person as created in the image of  the living God. We recognize 
that addressing this complex issue effectively will require collaborative efforts between the public and private sectors and 
across party lines. Policies and decisions regarding biotechnology and human experimentation should respect the inherent 

The Sacred GifT of Life 
“The destruction of the human environment is extremely serious, 
not only because God has entrusted the world to us men and 
women, but because human life is itself a gift which must be 
defended from various forms of debasement.”

- Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium

(Continued)

abouT The SerieS - This reflection tool was put together by Holy Name Province’s Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Office using works from Pope 
Francis, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, and a coalition of national Catholic organizations (popefrancis16.com).  We hope that it will be a 
useful tool in discerning our role as faithful citizens during this election year.

A Revolution of Tenderness
A REFLECTION ON OUR ROLE AS CATHOLIC CITIZENS



• How does each candidate talk about preventing mass 
shootings and gun violence in our streets? 

• What alternatives to abortion and euthanasia does each 
candidate discuss, such as assistance and support to 
expectant mothers, in particular those who are low-income?

QueSTionS To conSider When readinG abouT 
or LiSTeninG To candidaTeS: 

The inviolable dignity of  each and every human person, especially those who are vulnerable, is the foundational 
political concern for Catholics. That dignity becomes meaningless unless human life is valued both in our laws and in our 
culture. Indeed, as Americans, we believe, as our Declaration of  Independence states, that the very purpose of  government 
is to promote “life, liberty, and the pursuit of  happiness.” Catholics stand four-square in opposition to any and all dishonor 
to human dignity and to life. 

Today, human dignity and life is degraded by racism, violence, abortion, war, the death penalty, euthanasia, human 
trafficking, torture, environmental damage, and poverty. We believe that these issues are all related. In many situations, there 
are often nuances and root causes that need to be addressed. A person whom we persuade to respect the rights of  immigrants 
is a person more likely to understand our concern for pregnant mothers and children. Those who share our commitment to 
supporting family life must be challenged to embrace programs that provide affordable healthcare to everyone. A government 
that ignores the cries of  the poor is a government that’s more likely not to account for the horrific human cost of  war. 

We believe that only by defending against all threats to life and creation will Catholics be able to credibly make the case 
for the culture of  life and inclusion. 

(A Revolution of  Tenderness, popefrancis16.com)

The Sacred GifT of Life 
dignity of  human life from its very beginning, regardless of  the 
circumstances of  its origin.  Respect for human life and dignity is 
also the foundation for essential efforts to address and overcome 
the hunger, disease, poverty, and violence that take the lives of  so 
many innocent people.

Society has a duty to defend life against violence and to 
reach out to victims of  crime. The Catholic Church has accepted 
the death penalty in the past for particularly egregious crimes when 
there was a serious continuing threat to society and no alternative 
was available. But our nation’s continued reliance on the death 
penalty cannot be justified. Because we have other ways to protect 
society that are more respectful of  human life, the USCCB supports efforts to end the use of  the death penalty and in 
the meantime to restrain its use through broader use of  DNA evidence, access to effective counsel, and efforts to address 
unfairness and injustice related to application of  the death penalty.

(USCCB, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 2015)

“The ability of human couples 
to beget life is the path along 
which the history of salvation 
progresses.”

- Pope Francis, Amoris Laetitia


