
Catholics must also work to avoid war and to promote peace. This is of  particular importance, as there is a danger in 
the present time of  becoming indifferent to war because of  the number of  armed conflicts. War is never a reflection of  what 
ought to be but a sign that something more true to human dignity has failed. The Catholic tradition recognizes the legitimacy 
of  just war teaching when defending the innocent in the face of  grave evil, but we must never lose sight of  the cost of  war and 
its harm to human life. Nations should protect the dignity of  the human person and the right to life by finding more effective 
ways to prevent conflicts, to resolve them by peaceful means, and to promote reconstruction and reconciliation in the wake of  
conflicts. Nations have a right and obligation to defend human life and the common good against terrorism, aggression, and 
similar threats, such as the targeting of  persons for persecution because of  their religion, including Christians. In the words of  
Pope Francis, people are being killed “for the sole reason of  being Christians” (Homily, Feb. 17, 2015), and there are “more 
martyrs in the Church today than there were in the first centuries” (Homily, June 30, 2014). 

“The blood of  our Christian brothers and sisters is a testimony which cries out to be heard by everyone who can 
still distinguish between good and evil. All the more this cry must be heard by those who have the destiny of  peoples in 
their hands” (Message of  Pope Francis to Patriarch Abuna Matthias of  the Ethiopian Tewahedo Orthodox Church, April 
20, 2015). Indeed, the duty of  nations to defend human life and the common good demands effective responses to terror, 
moral assessment of  and restraint in the means used, respect for ethical limits on the use of  force, a focus on the roots of  
terror, and fair distribution of  the burdens of  responding to terror. The use of  torture must be rejected as fundamentally 
incompatible with the dignity of  the human person and ultimately counterproductive in the effort to combat terrorism. The 
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Global PeacemakinG
“in the person you today see simply as an enemy to be beaten, 
discover rather your brother or sister, and hold back your hand! 
Give up the way of arms and go out to meet the other in dialogue, 
pardon and reconciliation, in order to rebuild justice, trust, and 
hope around you!”

- Pope Francis, 10/24/2013

about the SerieS - This reflection tool was put together by Holy Name Province’s Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Office using works from Pope 
Francis, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, and a coalition of national Catholic organizations (popefrancis16.com).  We hope that it will be a 
useful tool in discerning our role as faithful citizens during this election year.

A Revolution of Tenderness
A REFLECTION ON OUR ROLE AS CATHOLIC CITIZENS



• What is each candidate’s approach to conflicts in other parts 
of  the world? Does she or he talk about lessons learned 
from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan? 

• How does each candidate talk about the role of  diplomacy 
and peace-building in preventing conflicts? 

• Does she or he promote investing in peacemaking programs? 

QueStionS to conSider When readinG about 
or liSteninG to candidateS: 

Church has raised fundamental moral concerns about 
preventive use of  military force.  Our Church honors 
the commitment and sacrifice of  those who serve in our 
nation’s armed forces, and also recognizes the moral right 
to conscientious objection to war in general, a particular 
war, or a military procedure.

(USCCB, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 2015)

Our faith tradition offers invaluable witness and Spirit to embody and risk peacemaking even in the most violent 
situations. Jesus called us to love not only our friends but also those who seriously sin and who might be called enemies. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of  God.” Pope Francis said “peacemaking calls for courage, 
much more so than warfare.” 

Our world continues to struggle with large-scale violent conflict in Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Nigeria, Libya, Palestine 
and Israel, among other nations. Yet there have been notable, effective, and sustainable peacemaking practices developed 
which offer us a great deal of  hope. Research has shown that nonviolent resistance movements are twice as effective as violent 
resistance and at least ten times more likely to lead to durable democracy. Other effective practices include restorative justice 
approaches, trauma-healing programs, unarmed civilian protection, inter-religious dialogue, and multi-level diplomacy. We 
have seen women play a vital and effective role in peacemaking in many instances including in Liberia and South Sudan. 

In contrast, war and preparations for war continue to fuel further violence, acts of  terrorism, and a “whack-a-mole” 
game of  “terrorist groups” that never ends. With war, people living in poverty suffer the most in terms of  death, displacement, 
and disease. Pope Francis said “war is the negation of  all rights and a dramatic assault on the environment;” and “justice can 
never be wrought by killing a human being.” 

As Catholics who follow the way of  Jesus, we are called to humanize even our enemies; not to excuse injustice or 
violence, but to see them as children of  God with dignity, with value, with good in them and with genuine human needs. 
Hence Pope Francis boldly proclaims “the true force of  the Christian is the force of  truth and of  love, which means rejecting 
all violence. Faith and violence are incompatible!” 

Thus we support a robust commitment and strategy of  creative, multi-level, and sustained diplomacy at all stages 
of  conflict. We support increasing investment not only in poverty-focused development aid, but also in innovative, effective 
peacemaking programs, both domestically and abroad. We call for the U.S. to take steps to end our nuclear weapons program, 
invest much less in military programs, and instead become a global leader in training people in the skills and strategies of  
nonviolent ways of  resisting injustice and transforming conflicts. 

(A Revolution of  Tenderness, popefrancis16.com)
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