
We have a duty to care for God’s creation, or as Pope Francis refers to it in Laudato Si’, “our common home.” We 
show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of  God’s creation because “every creature is... the object of  the Father’s 
tenderness, who gives it its place in the world” (Laudato Si’, 77). Care for creation is a duty of  our faith and a sign of  our 
concern for all people, especially the poor, who “both everyday experience and scientific research show” suffer “the gravest 
effects of  all attacks on the environment” (48). Pope Francis underscores that environmental degradation can often force 
the poor “to leave their homes, with great uncertainty for their future and that of  their children” (25). The threats to the 
environment are many. Pope Francis, consistent with both St. John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI, has recently lifted up 
pollution, climate change, lack of  access to clean water, and the loss of  biodiversity as particular challenges. He speaks of  an 
“ecological debt” (51) owed by wealthier nations to developing nations and he laments the weakness of  many responses to 
the ecological challenges rooted in “complacency and a cheerful recklessness” (59). In the face of  this, we should aim for “a 
new lifestyle” (203-208), one that strives to live simply to meet the needs of  the present without compromising the ability 
of  future generations to meet their own needs, and one that brings “healthy pressure to bear on those who wield political, 
economic and social power” (206). We have a moral obligation to protect the planet on which we live - to respect God’s 
creation and to ensure a safe and hospitable environment for human beings, especially children at their most vulnerable 
stages of  development. As stewards called by God to share the responsibility for the future of  the earth, we should work for 
a world in which people respect and protect all of  creation and seek to live simply in harmony with it for the sake of  future 
generations. Fully embracing this task amounts to what Pope Francis calls an “ecological conversion” (no. 219), by which “the 
effects of  [our] encounter with Jesus Christ become evident in [our] relationship with the world around [us]” (217). Such a 
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The environmenT
“It is my profound conviction that the future of the human 
family depends also on how we safeguard – both prudently 
and compassionately, with justice and fairness – the gift 
of creation that our Creator has entrusted to us.”

- Pope Francis, May 25, 2014

AbouT The SerieS - This reflection tool was put together by Holy Name Province’s Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Office using works from Pope 
Francis, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, and a coalition of national Catholic organizations (popefrancis16.com).  We hope that it will be a 
useful tool in discerning our role as faithful citizens during this election year.

A Revolution of Tenderness
A REFLECTION ON OUR ROLE AS CATHOLIC CITIZENS



• How does each candidate talk about climate change? 
• Does he or she have any policies for addressing this 

issue? 
• What does each candidate say about alternatives to fossil 

fuels, and jobs associated with them? 

QueSTionS To ConSider When reAding AbouT 
or LiSTening To CAndidATeS: 

“If you want to cultivate peace, protect 
creation.”

- Pope Benedict XVI

The first words of  the Bible tell us that God is the creator of  heaven and earth. God’s first home for us was a garden, 
and God’s first vocation for us was to be gardeners who protect, care for, sustain and develop creation. 

Pope Francis spoke earlier this year about our global failure to live up to this mission. “Humanity has slapped God in 
the face,” the Pope said. “We have taken possession of  nature and Mother Earth. God always forgives; we humans sometimes 
forgive; but nature never forgives. I believe that humanity has gone a bit too far. Thank God that today many, many people 
are talking about it.” 

But this isn’t Francis’s issue alone. In fact, it was Pope Benedict – not Francis  – whom the media first dubbed the 
“green pope” for his environmental activism. “If  you want to cultivate peace,” Benedict famously said, “protect creation.” 

The Catholic Church speaks on issues of  faith and science not as some academic exercise, but because these issues 
affect human flourishing, and we are called by God to defend the dignity of  every woman, man, and child. 

Just as the Church is unafraid to defend the dignity of  the child in the womb, we cannot be afraid to defend the dignity 
of  those who are the victims of  a global economy that kills through environmental exploitation, rampant consumerism, and 
structural inequalities. What many seem to misunderstand, but which Francis, Benedict and the Church get, is that protecting 
creation is first and foremost a religious and moral issue. 

Living simply, protecting creation, and addressing climate change is a response to God’s ancient request that we 
be good stewards of  all that God has given and entrusted to us: clean air, fresh water and fruits of  the harvest. Water is a 
particularly vital issue to address, as many violent conflicts have been linked to water issues, and many future violent conflicts 
are likely to be linked to water as well. 

One tangible way we can protect creation is to reduce air pollution. As Pope Francis writes, “technology based on 
the use of  highly polluting fossil fuels – especially coal, but also oil and, to a lesser degree, gas – needs to be progressively 
replaced without delay.”

(A Revolution of  Tenderness, popefrancis16.com)

The environmenT
conversion “can inspire us to greater creativity and enthusiasm in resolving 
the world’s problems and in offering ourselves to God ‘as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable’ (Rom 12:1).”

(USCCB, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 2015)


