
Economic decisions and institutions should be assessed according to whether they protect or undermine the dignity 
of  the human person. Social and economic policies should foster the creation of  jobs for all who can work with decent 
working conditions and just wages. Barriers to equal pay and employment for women and those facing unjust discrimination 
must be overcome. Catholic social teaching supports the right of  workers to choose whether to organize, join a union, and 
bargain collectively, and to exercise these rights without reprisal. It also affirms economic freedom, initiative, and the right 
to private property. Workers, owners, employers, and unions have a corresponding responsibility to work together to create 
decent jobs, build a more just economy, and advance the common good. We also note with growing concern the increase in 
“excessive social and economic inequalities,” as the Catechism of  the Catholic Church refers to it, and the shrinking middle 
class. 

Welfare policy should reduce poverty and dependency, strengthen family life, and help families leave poverty through 
work, training, and assistance with childcare, health care, housing, and transportation. Given the link between family stability 
and economic success, welfare policy should address both the economic and cultural factors that contribute to family 
breakdown. It should also provide a safety net for those who cannot work. Improving the Earned Income Tax Credit and 
child tax credits, available as refunds to families in greatest need, will help lift low-income families out of  poverty.  

(USCCB, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 2015)

(Continued)

The economy
“Just as the commandment ‘Thou shalt not kill’ sets a clear limit 
in order to safeguard the value of human life, today we also have 
to say ‘thou shalt not’ to an economy of exclusion and inequality. 
Such an economy kills. Money must serve, not rule!”

- Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium

A Revolution of Tenderness
A REFLECTION ON OUR ROLE AS CATHOLIC CITIZENS

The key economic issue facing the country today is income inequality and the resultant increase in poverty. This is 
exacerbated by unjust minimum wages, unequal pay for women, lack of  federal paid family leave laws, systematic attacks on 
labor rights, and high rates of  unemployment and incarceration among youth and in communities of  color. 

AbouT The SerieS - This reflection tool was put together by Holy Name Province’s Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Office using works from Pope 
Francis, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, and a coalition of national Catholic organizations (popefrancis16.com).  We hope that it will be a 
useful tool in discerning our role as faithful citizens during this election year.



• How does each candidate respond to questions about the 
wealth gap in this country? 

• What ideas does she or he have for addressing this? 
• What is each candidate’s position on health care reform?
• What is being proposed to ensure that all Americans have 

access to healthcare? 

QueSTionS To conSider When reAding AbouT 
or LiSTening To cAndidATeS: 

Unemployment and underemployment harm the long-term fiscal health of  our economy. Unemployment also exacts 
an enormous human toll on our society. When people lose their jobs, they often lose their family’s health insurance as 
well. Parents who cannot provide for their children are beset not only by bills but too often by emotional struggles as well. 
College age students who are unable to afford tuition either postpone college, deferring their dreams and facing uncertain job 
prospects, or work two jobs, thereby making their education less effective. Elderly persons who live on fixed incomes must 
often choose between heating their homes, taking their medications, or buying their groceries. 

This economic picture, however, does not extend to all Americans. Large corporations continue to rack up record 
profits. Hedge fund managers, able to manipulate the tax code, pay a lower tax rate than their secretaries or the people who 
mow their lawns. In 1980, the wealthiest one percent of  Americans garnered ten percent of  the national income. Today that 
same top one percent receives twenty-one percent of  national income. This increasing gap has significantly distorted our 
political system due to the role of  money in politics, funding candidates, lawmakers, and robust lobbying firms. We need to 
curtail this trend if  we are to have any hope of  developing just policies and a genuine democracy. 

In this rich country of  ours, it is a scandal that, instead of  focusing on jobs and a living wage, too many in the political 
class seem focused on budget cuts that will only further constrict economic growth and result in layoffs of  those who provide 
vital services such as firefighters, emergency medical personnel, teachers, and childcare workers. 

It is appalling that social programs which help the poor are being cut while the super-rich are not asked to contribute 
their fair share of  tax revenue. It is absurd that Congress entertains the idea of  cutting Medicare or raising the Social Security 
retirement age, but refuses to close tax loopholes that benefit the wealthiest Americans and the largest, most profitable 
corporations. 

Funding to States for federal/state partnership programs must be enhanced. However, mandatory programs supportive 
of  the most vulnerable among us must remain federally mandatory programs, both to protect individuals and households 
from being considered ineligible and to ensure that funding cuts do not reduce funding levels below what is needed to meet 
the needs of  those who qualify. If  we don’t ensure these basic needs are met, then we often get stuck in an idolatrous worship 
of  the unregulated market, contrary to the lessons of  history and the instructions from our bishops. Such a failure would be 
impossible to reconcile with the social mission of  the Catholic Church. 

Both corruption and a global economy that considers transnational profits more vital than human lives and human 
flourishing keep the poor of  the world mired in their poverty. In our own country, too many regularly denounce the pittance 
our nation spends on international development. Inadequate funding allows new diseases, and old, to continue to kill millions 
of  innocents. We fully support the efforts of  organized labor to promote better working conditions for those who labor in 
sweatshops for substandard wages. We hope the U.S. will pay closer attention to the socio-economic needs of  our neighbors 
in Latin America, where America’s thirst for drugs and abundance of  weaponry for export wreak havoc on still fragile 
democracies. 

We believe the moral measure of  any economic policy must be the measure supplied by Jesus himself: “Whatever you 
do for these the least of  my brethren, you do for me.” (cf. Matthew 25:40)

(A Revolution of  Tenderness, popefrancis16.com)

The economy


