
     For centuries people have remarked on the great warmth of Franciscans, and today our host 
city Montreal responded in kind with a day that belies Quebec’s distance from the equator. No 
matter. The sun shone brightly and spirits were high, even if clothing was damp, on our launch 
day. 
 
     After Mass and breakfast we, the members of the Franciscan delegation to the World Social 
Forum 2016, had a planning meeting to review our schedule and settle on which of the twenty 
score or more sessions we would attend. Franciscans are offering or co-sponsoring several 
sessions over the next three days, including “Laudato Sí: A Call for Change,” “Extreme Poverty 
and Human Rights: Tools and Strategies,” and “Towards New International Binding Rules 
Against Business Abuses of People’s Rights.” Sandra Ratjen, one in our number here and the 
International Advocacy Director for Franciscans International, culled the WSF program 
catalogue and directed us toward those sessions which address the critical concerns of the 
Franciscan family as identified by the Roman VI (the inter-obedience group formed to work on 
JPIC issues).  In the days to come we will report on “our” events as well as those other sessions 
we attend that deal chiefly with those concerns: transformation of lifestyle, transformation of 
economies, and the real cost of mining and extraction. 
 
     Love and respect to our brother Francis Lee, a key leader in the Jeunnesse Franciscaine 
(Young Franciscans) group here in Montreal, who spent every waking minute with us today, 
helping to arrange our bus passes, wrangling us to the city center for registration, and finding a 
spot for dinner. Francis will accompany us all week, and for him we are thankful. He also guided 
us to and joined in the WSF opening march – pictures scarcely capture its boisterous joie-de-
vivre – where we met and marched with the Capuchins of Canada. Thank you for being there, 
brothers, and see you on Saturday the 13th, when we are scheduled to meet again, along with our 
OFS brothers and sisters from the area and the other local friars. 
 
     The next three days are marked by morning and afternoon sessions, with each day capped by 
“Convergence Assemblies,” where the gathered will be able to share impressions, ideas, and 
strategies around the 13 key themes of the WSF (go to https://fsm2016.org for more details). All 
faithful readers will be kept apprised. Please pray that God prosper our work and bless our time 
together. Thank you. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Robert Wotypka, Capuchin of the St Joseph Province of Detroit, USA 
 
     



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 


