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rovincial Bill Spencer, OFM  informed us 
that Jim Perluzzi, OFM, one of our 
“heroic figures” died peacefully on May 
8th in Manitowoc, Wisconsin. 
 

Jim was born in St. Paul, Minnesota in 1936, received 
into the novitiate in 1957, and was ordained in 1965. 
Shortly after ordination he spent his first year practic-
ing his teaching skills at Padua Franciscan High 
School and ministering at OLA Parish in Cleveland. 
In June 1967 he was appointed  Secretary of the 
Province. A job he served at for eleven years. During 
that time he was also Guardian of St. Anthony Friary, 
ministered as Chaplain of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
Motherhouse and instructor at St. Elizabeth Acade-
my. In 1978 he returned to the Chicago area where he 
served  as  Provincial  Procurator  of the FMU and 
focused on raising aid for the missions and missionar-
ies. 
 
In 1985 he was appointed to a new ministry in Rome 
as General Secretary for the Missions. His efforts 

were to  encourage evangelization ac-
tivities through education, animation 
and support. In 1998 the Minister 
General named him Director of the 
Fundraising  office  at the General 
Curia. He not only raised money for 
the Order, but consulted on the CSI 
project and  Outreach to China. He 
remained in that position until 2006. 
He had completed 22 years of service 

to the   Order in   Rome   when   in 2007 he was 
transferred to St. Peter’s Friary in Chicago. As a full 
time staff member, he heard confessions, presided at 
Mass and made himself available to those who need-
ed a compassionate ear. Those who knew Jimmy 
knew that one job wasn’t nearly enough. He was 
Guardian of the friary from 2008-2014, preached on 
behalf of  the  missions and  acted as the Assistant 
Director of the Casa Juan Diego English Language 
Program, designed to help young men who wished to 
explore the Franciscan way of life. 

Jim loved “hospitality” which extended to inviting 
international friars to live at St. Peter’s. As “Lord of 
the   Kitchen” he   planned, cooked    and     loved 
celebrating special holidays, holy days, and the yearly 
conveniat.  

If he did not have enough roles, another of his many 
talents was to act as translator when the Curia needed 
documents translated from Italian into English. 

One of his greatest loves was sharing his knowledge 
and lived experience of Provincial history to the Pos-
tulants. This was a favorite love of Jim’s. In the Fall 
of 2015, even when he wasn’t feeling well, he spent a 
great amount of time preparing materials and having 
class with the three Postulants. 

When his illness began to take a great toll on him, he 
was transferred to Manitowoc. As the Provincial 
wrote: “Jim’s life ended very peacefully. This mo-
ment may have been expected, but it is still very sad. 
Jim’s wisdom and wit will be sorely missed. May our 
brother James rest in peace. May we be as caring 
about the quality of our Franciscan lives as well”  

At the time of this printing funeral arrangements are 
still pending. 

Special thanks to: Denise Thuston  
and Kurt Hartrich, OFM 

James Perluzzi, OFM   
1936-2016 
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Fr. Liborius Schaefermeyer, OFMFr. Liborius Schaefermeyer, OFM   
18181818--18871887  

OO 
rdained   to  the priesthood in Germany, 

Father Herman Schaefermeyer was sent to 

the bishop     of    Alton    in 1857. Almost   

immediately he was  assigned      to the 

pastorate of the German speaking parish in 

Quincy,   St.   Boniface. In  1860, the   bishop 

appointed him Vicar General  of the diocese. 

During the fourteen years of his service, he was instrumen-

tal in procuring the  services of the   Franciscans and the 

Sisters of Notre Dame for the local churches  of Quincy. He 

organized the new parishes of St. Anthony, St. Joseph, and 

St. Mary. He helped in the founding of St. Francis College, 

St. Aloysius Orphanage, St. Mary's Academy, and St. 

Mary's Hospital.  Suddenly, Fr. Herman disappeared. With 

the consent of his bishop, he quietly made his way to the 

Franciscan Novitiate in Teutopolis where he entered the 

First Order. Undertaking the  same  tasks as the 

humblest  novice, the   new  Father    Liborius 

distinguished  himself   anew in   the virtue of 

humility. It was Fr. Liborius who was chosen as 

the first  Franciscan    pastor  of St. Peter's in 

Chicago. The people had been influenced by 

some  grotesque ideas and rumors about the 

“monks,” so   it was   necessary  to enter the 

monastery   in the dead of night. However, the 

mild and comforting words of Father Liborius's 

first sermon the next Sunday put the people at 

ease. The   first  provincial chapter of the newly   formed 

province transferred  him  to  St. Louis in  1879. In 1882, he 

was chosen by his confreres to serve as a definitor and was 

transferred to Joliet. Less than ten years after his solemn   

profession, his health began to fail. He was transferred to 

his beloved Quincy where he suffered for a year before his 

passing.  He was buried in St. Boniface Cemetery.  

Compiled by Lawrence Jagdfeld, OFM—Photo: Provincial Archives 

REMEMBERING OUR BROTHERSREMEMBERING OUR BROTHERS   

Spring has finally "sprung" in Joliet as robins settle in their 
nest built in a hallowed place. 

Photo: Postulant Daniel Gordon  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 12 Larry Nickels    (64) 
 13 Thomas Carrol   (62) 
 14 Elric Sampson   (81) 
 15 Bertin Miller    (80) 

B ishop Ferd Cheri, OFM 

celebrated the Sacra-

ment of Confirmation 

May1st at Sacred Heart Parish 

in Joliet. Jerry Bleem, OFM 

and Postulant Gerardo 

Camacho attended the Mass 

and were able to visit with Ferd 

for a few minutes afterwards.  

May 4, 2016 - Blessing of helmets,  firefighters, "Memorial 

Tower" in honor of all those who died in the line of duty and the 

Tower Bell named St. Florian. Quincy, IL. PHOTO BY:      

Firefighter Cole Miller (official bell ringer for shift 1. 
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