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Bowl-ing green:
There’s a moral
to this story 

Continued on Page 4

With Matthew, they 
broke the mold

BY TONI CASHNELLI
 He was one of a 
kind, with a voice so 
distinctive it was often 
imitated. 
 A number of friars 
did just that Feb. 2 at 
the funeral for Matthew 
Brozovic at St. Clement 
Church in St. Bernard. 
Sharing stories about 
his life and work, they 
lapsed into Matthew’s 
familiar, gravelly growl. 

BY AL MASCIA, OFM
here’s no doubt about it, we friars like to tell stories, 
especially during preprandials! Some are more 
colorful than others while some have achieved “friar-

legend” status! I’m sure we can all tell a story or two that 
begins with the words: “I’ll never forget the time…” 
 Well, I have my own colorful story to tell; a green 
one, you might say. It will never become a “friar legend” 
I’m sure, but it does have a moral. The story begins at the 
tail end of a wonderful feast day meal we friars at Duns 
Scotus were hosting for all of the brothers in our region. 
Preprandials had already been enjoyed and the meal itself 
was going along very well, that is, until it came time for 
dessert! You see, while there had been an abundance of ice 
cream for all to enjoy, there were, alas, not enough dessert 

T

From Jeff

The General Council recently published a 
document explaining the guidelines that will 
guide them as they animate us in the next 
two years, 2016-2017.  It is a brief, easy-to-
read document that I would encourage you to 
look at.  It tells us what the General Council is 
concerned about and what kind of activities 
they will promote.  They entitle the document 

Continued on Page 3

Commissioned  by 
the Pope, Page 6.

A congregation 
‘going forth’

Matthew J. Brozovic fondly 
remembered his uncle.
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The other week when Fr. Luis and 
I were attending the ESC Vocation 
Directors meeting, one of the friars 
shared an idea which I thought is 
worth passing on.  He spoke of a 
pastor who purchased a chalice and 
then invited a family in the parish 
to take that chalice home for a 
week and pray for vocations to the 
priesthood.  Each week the chalice 
would find its way into another 
home where again prayers would 
be offered for vocations.  The idea 
is that when a man from the parish 
was ordained, that chalice would 
be given to him as a gift from 

the parish.  More important than the 
aesthetic beauty of the chalice would be 
for the newly ordained to know that it 
had been surrounded by prayer, maybe 
even for years.  It’s one way to pray 
particularly for priesthood vocations 
but perhaps we friars could improvise 
that idea to include vocations to the 
consecrated life. Maybe purchasing a 
beautiful San Damiano Cross that would 
be passed from family to family each 
week to pray for vocations? And when a 
man professes his vows to give it to that 
friar as a gift from the parish community. 
– Larry Zurek, OFM
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FROM DAVID O’BRIEN, CFO
One of our friar brothers recently 
received an automated call from a 
local bank indicating his debit card 
with that institution was placed “on 
hold” and that he should contact the 
bank at a certain phone number. The 
friar in question did not have a debit 
card with that bank, or any other. The 
friar also noticed the phone number 
that appeared on his cell phone 
showed only four numbers.  The friar 
then called the Finance Office to 
discuss. 
This was a scam whereby the 
automated call is meant to “fish” for 
a victim.  When the victim calls the 
number back, he or she will be asked 
a series of questions for “security 

purposes” on the account, and those 
questions will include date of birth 
and Social Security number.  By 
providing the person on the other 
end of the line this sensitive personal 
information, the identify thieves are in 
an excellent position to move forward.  

Identity theft is growing very rapidly 
and the thieves are using increasingly 
sophisticated means. Always be 
careful about providing your personal 
information to other parties over the 
phone, via social media websites, 
or in writing.  If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact the Finance Office at 513-
721-4700 x. 3211 (David) or x. 3213 
(Margot). Thank you!   

VOCATION VIBES

Beware of identity scams

IN GRATITUDE I would like to thank all the friars for their prayers and concern, all the calls 
and cards, and especially those who came to the funeral when my brother 
died. It made things a little easier. With me being unable to travel and 
attend, it was nice that they were there.

– Giovanni Reid, OFM 



“Moving to the 
Peripheries as 
Brothers and ‘Lesser 
Ones.’ “ It begins 
by recalling the 
General Chapter’s 
Final Document 
and Pope Francis’ 
talk to the 
Capitulars. Pope 
Francis asked us 
friars to be “bearers of mercy, reconciliation and peace.”  He 
also reminded us that our vocation and mission would be 
made fruitful by our “being increasingly a congregation 
‘going forth.’ “  
 The theme for 2016 is “Brothers and Lesser Ones 
Moving Towards Mercy and Pardon.”  They encourage us to 
live into the Year of Mercy, to promote and study pardon, 
to practice the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.  Pope 
Francis promoted “24 hours for the Lord” on March 4-5.  The 
Cincinnati area friars will be at St. Anthony Friary from 5 p.m. 
Friday to 5 p.m. Saturday, praying for peace and offering 
God’s mercy in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  We are also 
invited to make the Aug. 2 feast of the Portiuncula special as 
we celebrate the 800th anniversary of the Pardon of Assisi 

this year.
 The theme for 
2017 is “Brothers 
and Lesser Ones 
Moving Toward 
Justice, Peace, and 
the Integrity of 
Creation.”  During 
this year we are also 
invited to deepen our 
living the implication 

of Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si and deepen our 
collaboration in the Franciscan family as we remember the 
fifth centenary of Ite Vos, the Papal Bull of Pope Leo X which 
created the various groups of the Franciscan Orders.
 It will no doubt be helpful to be mindful of what 
our brothers around the world will be focusing on in the 
next two years, so that we can join in and support these 
efforts.  How can SJB be a community “going forth” towards 
Mercy and JPIC in these coming years?
 You can read the whole document at http://www.
ofm.org/ofm/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Linea-Guida-
2016-17-EN.pdf
–Jeff Scheeler, OFM

From Jeff continued from Page 1
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‘Moving to the Peripheries’ is on the ofm.org website.

T

bowls to go around. Fearing an impending brutta figura 
I furtively went to a drawer in our kitchen where yes, I 
confess, we keep a supply of Styrofoam bowls!
 I placed the surrogate “bowls” next to all of the 
other sundae fixings and breathed a quick sigh of relief; 
that is until one of our friar guests sidled up to me with 
an elfish look in his eyes. “H’mm,” he muttered while 
scratching an imaginary goatee, “aren’t you the chair of 
our Provincial JPIC Committee?”  Busted! What could 
I say? In Yiddish I had committed a shanda, a shameful 
act, all in an effort to avoid a brutta figura! Stumbling 
over words, there was simply no escaping the fact that 
some “low-hanging fruit” by way of environmentally-
friendly actions had not been taken. I, or one of the 
other friars, could easily have stopped by one of the 
many flea markets around town to pick up enough 
“real” bowls while at the same time doing the food 
shopping for the rest of the meal. Oh, well.
 So, we had a good chuckle over the matter 
and, believe me, the Styrofoam bowls kept none of the 
brothers from enjoying their ice cream sundaes! But 
that’s not the end of the story. I’ve heard it said good-
naturedly: “Telephone, telegram, tell-a-friar.”  Well, the 

word soon got out about the “brothers at Duns Scotus” 
not having enough bowls to go around and quickly 
made it to the ears of one of our OFS sisters, Dawn 
Pulcer. Before you could say the word landfill, Dawn 
had us supplied with enough china bowls and matching 
plates for twice as many friars as were there at that 
feast day meal. 
 So, you may be wondering, what about 
the moral of this story? Well, I would suggest the 
following: Not all JPIC progress requires tiring 
meetings, letters to congressmen or even mailings 
from Fraternal Life; sometimes all it takes is a little 
awareness, observation, tactful commentary and, of 
course, word-of-mouth! Have you ever had a similar 
experience where the topic of JPIC just happened 
to come up during an ordinary conversation? Did it 
ever lead to changing any of your personal or friary 
practices in this regard? If so, why not let others know 
about it? Just jot it down and send it to Toni Cashnelli 
for News Notes. Who knows, your story may just 
become a treasured legend some day while also helping 
your JPIC Committee do its job!

Green continued from Page 1
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The photo board at Matthew’s funeral described 

him as a “character”.

onsidering that he was often described as 
“irascible”, the sharing was surprisingly touching. 
The phrase, “Beneath that gruff exterior…” was 

completed more than once in describing Matthew’s 
devotion to his ministry and the Franciscan brotherhood.
 “His care and concern was in that rough exterior,” 
said David Kohut, who, like Matthew, was a member 
of the Vice Province of the Holy Savior before its union 
with St. John the Baptist Province in 2000.  “It bespoke a 
real and loving interior.”
 Matthew’s bluster and authenticity – what you saw 
was what you got – left an indelible impression on the 

Young Matthew: “He got that gruffness from his mother.” 
Matthew continued from Page 1

‘You knew where 
you stood with him’

 “Everybody knew him,” Bob Bruno said 
of Matthew Brozovic. “He lived life loud and 
as large as he could as a friar.” 
 A blizzard kept Bob from attending the 
funeral of Matthew, his teacher at Bishop Noll 
Institute in Hammond, Ind. Matthew claimed 
Bob as one of his prize students at the high 
school seminary. Not only did Bob become a 
friar-priest, he served in prestigious positions in 
the Air Force at the Pentagon and the U.S. Air 
Force Academy before retiring last year. 
 “I wouldn’t say it was easy,” Bob said of 
his high school experience. With Matthew as 
disciplinarian, “Most people thought it was a 
miracle any of us survived. He was very clear 
about grading and scoring and very demanding 
and exacting. I don’t think he was being contrary 
for the sake of it. I think he believed he was 
trying to help the people he was responsible for. 
He felt he was trying to set them up for success. 
If you were working hard, giving it your best 
shot, he respected that. You knew where you 
stood with him.
  “When you’re dealing with people who 
have a reputation for being rough and gruff and 
there’s a hard exterior, underneath is a very 
caring person. I knew he was very proud of me. 
I’d like to have been there for him. He was an 
influence in my life.” 

Bob Bruno: “I knew 
he was very proud 

of me.”

C

Continued on Page 5

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
FR

A
N

K 
JA

SP
ER

, O
FM



proud to be a priest, even 
prouder to be a Franciscan. 
Sometimes he didn’t show that, but it was true.” Of his 
uncle’s brusque demeanor, Matthew said, “He got that 
gruffness from his mother; she was a straight shooter. 
That’s where he got his ability to be authentic.”
 Of those who did an imitation of Matthew, Mike 
Lenz was the most convincing. Years ago when they 
served together, “I was very intimidated by him,” Mike 
said. “He was a diamond in the rough. He called me 
‘Milos’, always Milos. He was a different kind of person,” 
but had his moments. “He’d walk that extra mile for you. 
Whenever anybody needed anything, he was always 
available. He’d stick with you.”

omilist David Kohut summarized Matthew’s 
ministry in three areas: Teaching, formation and 
communications.  “He touched the lives of his 

students in a way I am still dumbfounded by. He was 
always remembered by his students; we’re talking 55 
years later.” After Christmas when David visited Matthew 
at Clermont Nursing Care Center he found a pile of mail, 
cards from students, “thanking him for being their teacher 
and saying what a wonderful influence he was in their 
lives.”
 Wherever he served, “People felt drawn to his 
presence,” David said. Behind that gruff exterior, 
“Matthew had a genuine inner goodness” they found 
appealing. Among his accomplishments – he was also 
a definitor and director of communications – “He most 
treasured being a friar-priest. He was a character, he gave 
his best and he will always be remembered.”
 Provincial Minister Jeff Scheeler expressed the 
universal sentiment when he said, “We all acknowledge 
Matthew was unique, kind of a curmudgeon. I will confess 
the first time I met him, I was put off. As David said, 
behind it there was a goodness.” And as one of Matthew’s 
nurses told Jeff, “He kind of grew on us.” 

friars he trained and the high school students 
he taught. Unfortunately, “The more he got 
to know you and show some favor toward 
you, the more demanding he got,” David said. 
“He would rattle your chain until it drove you 
crazy.”
 Matthew was Vocation Director for Holy 
Savior in 1987 when Mark Hudak joined 
the friars in Uniontown, Pa. “In my heart I 
struggled to get along with him,” Mark said, 
but admitted, “Matthew had a powerful impact” 
on those he served. “The people of Uniontown 
just loved him to death.” Hearing of Matthew’s death a 
former student wrote to Mark, “I honestly don’t know 
if I’d be where I was without Fr. Matthew.”

ephew Matthew J. Brozovic, a vice president 
with Morgan Stanley in Chicago, was greatly 
influenced by an uncle who took an active interest 

in his sports and school work. “God forbid if I got a 
‘C’,” he said at the funeral. “He’d be on me. He always 
had a high standard for me, probably higher than I had 
for myself. He was a very important part of my life in 
making me who I am.” In later years, “We didn’t talk 
that much. Occasionally I’d get a call from him [at the 
office].  We’d be on the phone for 40 minutes, having 
a wonderful conversation. He would remember things 
from years past; it was almost like he took notes. He 
paid attention.
  “The other important thing was that he really 
humanized the faith [for me]. When I was a kid 
growing up, he was at Seven Dolors Shrine [in 
Valparaiso, Ind.]. We would be running around 
having fun. There were other friars in the house. He 
helped humanize priests for us. He was extremely 
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Left, Matthew in teaching days; 
below, his provincial portrait.
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Always in style: Matthew at the nursing home.
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Right, Friar Missionaries of Mercy 
in Rome; below, Page Polk and 
Larry Zurek on Ash Wednesday; 
lower right, at the General Curia.

   A dollar a day for missionary Tim Lamb in Uganda: Throughout Lent 
you are invited to pray for Tim and his confreres, to forgo some small 
pleasure, and to share a small gift with Tim’s community: a dollar a day 
for the 40 days of Lent.  The money will go towards medicine for sick 
inmates and help fund the St. Francis Counsellor Training Programme. 
“Your gift of solidarity ($40) can be sent to the Franciscan Mission Office 
and will be sent to Tim right after Easter,” Jeff Scheeler says. “Our goal 
is to reach at least $5,000.” Read more about Tim’s life and work at:                    
www.omnesdonumest.blogspot.com

   Larry Zurek and Page Polk learned more about 
their new duties as Missionaries of Mercy Wednesday 
when they were commissioned by Pope Francis during a 
celebration at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. “He spoke to 
us of representing the Church as mother, where sinners can 
come and find God’s loving embrace,” Larry says. “We are 
not to interrogate a penitent nor ask excessive questions 
nor pry. The fact that they came says they wish to find 
forgiveness.”  The friars also received their faculties. “We 
have been granted the faculty to absolve, for the duration 
of the Jubilee Year, those sins reserved to the Holy See. 
By disposition of the Holy Father, this faculty is to be 
understood as being limited exclusively to the following 
sins: 1) profaning the Eucharistic species by taking them 

away or keeping them for a sacrilegious purpose; 2) 
use of physical force against the Roman Pontiff; 3) 
absolution of an accomplice of a sin against the Sixth 
Commandment of the Decalogue; 4) a direct violation 
against the sacramental seal by a confessor.” Larry 
was hoping to get some photos, but “unfortunately 
my phone died just as the Holy Father walked into 
the Sala. A glimpse of him at the very end.” He and 
Page are featured in a photo of new friar missionaries 
accompanying a story on the OFM website at: 
http://www.ofm.org/ofm/?p=10359&lang=en.

FOCUS ON FRIARS

Continued on Page 7
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SJB News Notes, the weekly newsletter of St. John the Baptist Province, is produced by the Communications Office, 
1615 Vine St., Cincinnati, OH 45202-6400. Contact Toni Cashnelli, Communications Director, at 

513-721-4700, ext. 3209.  Fax: 513-421-9672;  e-mail:  sjbfco@franciscan.org.

  Friars are invited to the 44th Annual Friars Club 
Community Dinner on Friday, April 5, at the new facility 
on Vine Street in St. Bernard. Honorees this year are 
Jeanette Altenau (Friars Award), the family of Lauren 
Hill (Francis Award), and Andrew Whitworth (Player of 
the Year). Cocktails are at 6 p.m.; the dinner and program 
will follow. Please e-mail Dan Anderson (dja@franciscan.
org) or call him at 513-721-4700, ext. 3205, if you’d like to 
attend. 

  On Ash Wednesday, St. Francis Retreat House in 
Easton, Pa., welcomed guests to Lent with a showing of the 
classic film Babette’s Feast, the Danish drama about food 
and redemption. “This movie echoes the psalmist’s timeless 
invitation: ‘Taste and see that the Lord is good,’ and it will 
help us to set our hearts on our need to pray, give service, 
and build community during the 40 days of Lent,” read 
the invitation. What’s more, “Not long ago, Pope Francis 
revealed that Babette’s Feast counts among his three all-time 
favorite films.”

   When Matthew Brozovic was diagnosed with 
lung cancer, he told Jeff Scheeler, “I don’t want 
anything. No treatment. I’m ready to meet the 
Lord. I don’t want you to tell other friars. I don’t 
want any of those crybabies visiting me.” After 
Matthew’s funeral, Norbert Bertram walked 
out of St. Clement and into the rainy evening. 
Norbert observed, “All I could think of when 
we came out of church was, ‘The crybabies in 
heaven got him.’” 
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The Wisdom
of Pope Francis

Indifference to our neighbour and to 
God also represents a real temptation 
for us Christians. Each year during 
Lent we need to hear once more the 
voice of the prophets who cry out 
and trouble our conscience. … every 
Christian community is called to go 
out of itself and to be engaged in the 
life of the greater society of which it 
is a part, especially with the poor and 
those who are far away. … In each of 
our neighbours, then, we must see a 
brother or sister for whom Christ died 
and rose again. What we ourselves 
have received, we have received for 
them as well. 

– “Message of His Holiness Pope 
Francis for Lent 2015”, Oct. 4, 2014. 

   Make the FRIAR app part of your Lenten 
prayer.  Tom Washburn of the 
ESC explains: “As we begin 
another season of Lent on Feb. 
10, join us every day on the 
FRIAR app.  Each day we will 
post a special Lenten Good Deed 
to help you make your 40 days 
more focused, more prayerful, 
more Franciscan as we make our 
way to Easter. Download the app 
today! (Just search ‘friars’ in the 
app store.)” 
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