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Feast Day at the Pueblo
In many cultures, food is an integral part of

any celebration. The love and care which goes into
preparing various dishes shows how important the
gathering of friends and family really is.

No different on November 12, when the
feast day of San Diego de Alcala (according to the
old Catholic calendar) was celebrated at Jemez
Pueblo, New Mexico. Members of the Pueblo

opened their doors, and others erected booths along
the village streets, offering home-cooked fare to
those who traveled many miles to participate in the
festivities.

The difference? In many cultures, snapping
photos during a celebration is as much a tradition as
the food. The Pueblo Indians, however, do not
hesitate to confiscate a camera aimed in their
direction.

Which, honestly, isn’t a bad thing. It turns
the focus of the feast day to the activities at hand.
Starting with a festive Mass in Jemez Pueblo’s San
Diego church - with Fr. Larry Bernard, OFM,
presiding - the feeling of joy permeates the walls.
Then, the statue of San Diego is carried in
procession to a specially-prepared shrine.
Afterward, dancers in brilliantly-colored attire fill
the plaza, and the smell of the food adds a mixture
of tantalizing aromas to the air.

It’s a chance to talk with the people, and
gain an understanding of their lives. Much more
enriching than tinkering with a camera!

A New Look
For those who may be thinking their eyes are
playing tricks on them, that’s not the case! The
Padres’ Trail has a new editor beginning with
this issue, so things may appear a bit different.
The articles and photos will, nonetheless,
continue to reflect the continuing mission of Our
Lady of Guadalupe Province: serving God’s
people in the southwestern United States.

San Diego Church, Jemez Pueblo

Interior of San Diego Church



Communications Corner
May the Lord give you peace!
This will be a new little feature in The

Padres’ Trail, where updates on physical addresses,
email addresses and the like will be printed, to keep
the province directory up-to-date. Also, current
announcements will be included, as necessary.

This month, I wish to apologize to Br. Bruce
Michalek for misspelling his name in the November
“Monthly Profile”. As a writer, journalist and editor
for over four decades, I’ve prided myself on
accuracy. And, I blew it! I’ll try to be more careful
in the future.

And, if you notice any errors, please let me
know. When it comes to communication, I want to
do the best job possible for all of you!

Blessings on your Christmas and throughout
the coming New Year!

News of Interest
Fr. Andres Gallegos, OFM, is featured in an

article on The Voice of the Southwest website –
www.voiceofthesouthwest.org – the official
publication of the Diocese of Gallup.

Postulant Andrew Koon is included in 
articles from the November 19 and 25 issues of SJB
Notes, published by the St. John the Baptist
Province, about his volunteer work and travels -
http://sjbnewsnotes-franciscan.org/.

December Birthdays
11 – Larry Dunham
13 – Salvador Aragon
22 – Bart Wolf

Rest in Peace
Fr. Nils Thompson, OFM, born January 1,

1935, passed into eternal life on November 10,
2015.

Other Notes
Do you know someone who would like to

receive The Padres’ Trail each month? Please drop
a line with the name, email address (or snail mail
address) to: communicationsolg@gmail.com

If you receive The Padres’ Trail more than
once by email, please notify us and we’ll update our
lists!

News from Fr. Gerry Steinmetz
Fr. Gerry Steinmetz arrived in Cancun in

October 31. After finding the Friars there, they took
him to Casa de Migrantes in Tenosique. Fr. Gerry
writes, “Two Friars, Tomas and Aurelio, head up
the ministry, along with volunteers from many
countries. There is an average of 200 men, women
with children, and teens, mostly from Honduras,
running away from threats of death, seeking asylum
in Mexico or the US. Their stories are eye openers.”

Aurelio begs
vegetables and such
from merchants each
day. Fr. Gerry noted
that it “felt like the
early Friars, and
depends on what is
donated. They have
to buy beans, rice
and sugar.”  He
moved on to San
Cristobal,  where
Pope Francis will
visit in February. “I
really enjoyed the
people.” 

He’s  a lso
spent time in the capital, Tuxtla, and Tapachula,
visiting three Casas for refugees there. At last word,
he’s in Guatemala, where the Friars run the Clinic
San Pedro. His update concluded:  “I send greetings
and prayer from these shrines of faith.”  

Fr. Gerry on his travels

The children eat first at Casa de Migrantes
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Monthly Profile
Fr. Joe Nelson, OFM

When an individual’s name is listed on a
monthly newsletter for over four years, the readers
might not notice it after awhile. Or, when noticed,
they might visualize someone sitting at a computer
all day, working with photos and text to fit them
into an appealing layout.

For Fr. Joe Nelson, that image isn’t
accurate.

His has been – and continues
to be – a very active life. His
editorial duties on The Padres’ Trail
from 2011 to 2015, while so much
appreciated, are just a small fraction
of his years as a friar.

Born in Lafayette, Indiana, “I
was influenced by Fr. Paul Scales
who came around talking about the
minor seminary to our 8th grade class
in the Catholic school,” Fr. Joe
recalled. “I at first wanted to be a
brother and farm, but my pastor
convinced me that I wanted to
become a priest.”

He served parishes around the
country following his ordination,
providing the Sacraments in
Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, and
Louisiana, before coming to St. Peter’s in Roswell,
New Mexico. 

“During my years at Roswell, I had a desire
to work with the poor,” noted Fr. Joe. Figuring the
poorest were Hispanic, he visited Cuauhtémoc in
Chihuahua, Mexico, with a work group. “I fell in
love with the place.”

The drawback? Learning Spanish. “Now, I
had studied six or seven languages, and never could
carry on a conversation in any of them, so I
wondered if I could learn Spanish,” he admitted. 
Almost 50 years old, he began using a Berlitz
cassette course, listening to it for hours as he drove

to and from Albuquerque. From there, he spent
three months at the IDEAL Spanish language
school in Cuernavaca, Mexico.

Arriving at Cuauhtémoc, he could speak at a
child’s level. “I told Our Lady of Guadalupe that if
she wanted me to work with her people she would
have to help me learn Spanish.” He continued his
studies on a weekly basis with a tutor, who would
review his upcoming weekend sermon. Spending
time in housewives’ kitchens gave him an

opportunity to practice his new skills
with them, as well. Two more years
saw him achieve fluency.

This knowledge of Spanish
proved useful even when Fr. Joe
returned to the States after 8 ½ years
in Mexico. Working in Cincinnati,
Ohio, he developed “Su Casa
Hispanic Ministry Center” and later
became that Archdiocese’s first
Director for Hispanic Ministry.

His love of travel and seeing
new places eventually led him to take
on the duties as Director of the
Office of Mission and Evangelization
for Our Lady of Guadalupe Province.
He took up residence at Casa
Guadalupe in Albuquerque but, three
years ago, moved to Holy Family
Parish, Oldenburg, Indiana. Being

closer to the location of mission appeals reduces
travel time and expense.

“I like the farm country,” Fr. Joe said. “I
enjoy the area for hiking and biking. It is a place
where I can have a garden.” 

His days are by no means those of a country
gentleman, though others his age might be well into
their retirement. Fr. Joe continues to promote the
mission of the Province, and the very important
work of evangelization which all friars hold close to
their hearts.

For this, and for his work these past four
years on The Padres’ Trail, we thank him!
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Scenes from José Luis Peralta’s Diaconate Ordination
November 21, 2015

San Fernando Cathedral - San Antonio, Texas
Most Rev. Gustavo Garcia-Siller, M.Sp.S., Archbishop of San Antonio

Photos by Fr. Ron Walters, OFM
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A Tale of Two Reunions
When Br. Mike Haag attended the 50th

anniversary celebration of the Red Horse and Prime
Beef Air Force units - which took place October 12-
16, 2015, in Fort Walton Beach, Florida - the trip
entailed not one reunion, but two.

RED HORSE: Rapid Engineers Deployable Heavy
Operational Repair Squadron Engineer

Prime BEEF: Prime Base Engineer Emergency
Force

Br. Mike served in the Air Force during the
Vietnam era, spending September, 1966, to
September, 1967, in Thailand. A heavy equipment
operator, he worked on construction projects,
mainly on the base. The Red Horse and Prime Beef
units, however, specialized in deploying within 48
hours to provide military construction services
around the globe. Having met some of these men

while in Thailand, when Br.
Mike returned to the States,
he joined a Prime Beef unit
stationed at Barksdale Air
Force Base in Louisiana.

At the reunion, Br.
Mike met many men who’d
served in the unit over the decades. The group also
got a tour of Hurlburt Field, where the modern Red
Horse unit operates.

“I enjoyed the companionship,” Br. Mike
said of the event. He made some new friends, and
had an opportunity to see heavy-duty machinery
used by construction crews
today.

Br. Mike’s second
reunion while in Florida
occurred when Neenah
Brown - a Navajo woman
whom he had known as a
high school student while
living in Klagatoh, Arizona -
drove two hours from her
home to visit with him. Now
Neenah Hester, the pair spent
time on the beach, swapping
stories, admiring sand
castles, and the ocean waves.

Overall, Br. Mike had
a great trip!

Br. Mike Haag with a “baby bulldozer”

Br. Mike (left) with other reunion attendees.

Br. Mike with two present day Red Horse members.

Neenah Brown Hester
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In November, Fr. Jack Clark Robinson
visited Fr. Hilaire Valiquette
in the Philippines.

There was also time
for sightseeing

and interacting with the people. 

While on a tour of the island of Corregidor, lunch was
served with a view of the Bataan peninsula, where the
World War II death march took place.

Frs. Jack and Hilaire visit a museum with friends.

Frs. Jack and Hilaire at the Cathedral in
Manila.

The Chapel at Our Lady of the Angels Seminary.

Check Us Out!

We’re on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/SW-Franciscans-135427713488742/

And on the Internet… www.swfranciscans.org
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Br. Gordon Boykin found a photo of
himself from the 1970s at Ft. Defiance -

when he had hair!

Fr. Ron Walters studies a historical display.

Fr. Bruce Hausfeld and Br. John Friebel
view a photo on Vi Tighe’s phone.

Fr. Gilbert welcomes guests at the reception.

Sr. Zoë Brenner, SBS (left) leads parish children in the Jubilee Song.

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament
100th Jubilee
Wednesday, November 25, 2015
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A Celebration So Big,
It Lasted Two Days

Three years of preparation - and anticipation -
culminated in a spectacular 100th Jubilee celebration at
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church, Fort
Defiance, Arizona, on Thanksgiving Day, November
26, 2015.

The parishioners truly expressed how thankful
they were for the many blessings of the past century,
both during a reception the evening before, and at the
Mass with the Most Rev. James Wall, Bishop of
Gallup, presiding.

The reception, held in St. Dominic Savio Hall,
gave those who had come from near and far a chance
to socialize, enjoy tasty cakes, pies and cookies, and
view a video created by David Tsosie covering the
first 50 years of parish history. Along the walls,
historical displays featuring photos from the entire 100
years were studied by many. A commemorative book,
created with the assistance of Province archivist Cathy
Pierce and compiled by Sr. Mary Hottenroth, SBS,
contained extensive information about the church, its
development through the decades, and its lively faith
community.

In a brief presentation, Fr. Gilbert Schneider,
pastor, introduced those who had played an integral
part in parish life, including friars and Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament, who’ve been involved in ministry
on the Navajo Reservation since Saint Katharine
Drexel ventured west, and invited the Franciscans to
staff the first mission in 1898.

A troupe of parish children, led by Sr. Zoë Brenner, SBS, sang along with a
recording of the Jubilee Song by Jamie Rivera, complete with choreographed gestures.
As the chorus stated, “It’s the time of the great jubilee,” and the festivities would
continue into the next day.

Before Mass began, a multilingual blessing of the four directions took place in
the church. Bishop Wall wore white vestments and a mitre decorated with Native
designs, while the concelebrants wore St. Kateri chasubles. The Gloria and other parts of
the Mass were chanted in Diné, the Navajo language, and the Prayer of the Faithful saw
members of the congregation offering petitions in English, Tagalog, Spanish and Navajo.

Bishop Wall’s homily brought laughs when he related his family story of “The
Turkey Wars,” showing how important it is not to forget to be thankful in the midst of
busy lives. He also emphasized the Gospel passage from St. John, how Jesus taught his
disciples, “Love one another, as I have loved you.”

A delicious meal, catered by Pee Wee’s Kitchen of Gallup, NM, was served in
St. Dominic Savio Hall following Mass. Hundreds lined up for the turkey and fixings,
followed by generous slices of pumpkin pie.

So many reasons to give thanks!

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church
A Brief, Brief History

The Franciscans first began providing non-
sectarian religion classes at Fort Defiance in 1902. The
first Mass was held later that same year. In 1910, Fr.
Anselm Weber held the first Catholic catechism class, a
practice which continued for four years.

During those years, Fr. Egbert Fischer was
assigned to Fort Defiance. He saw the need for a church,
and solicited funds from Midwestern donors for that
purpose. A shrine to the Blessed Mother - Our Lady of
the Arroyo - was constructed initially, followed by the
church, dedicated on Thanksgiving Day, November 25,
1915, by Most Rev. Henry Granjon, Bishop of Tucson.

Saint Dominic Savio Hall was built in 1965, and
is used as a gymnasium and parish hall. Trailers/mobile
homes were also added to the property over time. 

Through the decades, Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament has been known not only for its sports teams
and CYO dances, but for the forward thinking of its
pastors and members. The changes brought by the
Second Vatican Council encouraged men to step forward
as permanent deacons, and other lay ministers to fill key
roles. Social justice and service ministries see
parishioners visiting prisons, sewing quilts, and helping
the poor. The parish has also undertaken environmental
causes.

As a banner in the hall reads, “Beauty is our
tradition; conservation is our mission.”

Beautiful, indeed.

Shrine of Our Lady of the
Arroyo, restored 2013.
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Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament
100th Jubilee

Thursday, November 26, 2015

Bishop James Wall

The choir led songs in Navajo.

Fr. Abel Olivas offers one of the
petitions in Spanish.

We, the members of Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament Parish Community, wish to thank all of the
friars who joined us on Wednesday evening and/or
Thursday, Thanksgiving Day.  So many people have
remarked how much it added to the Jubilee experience for
them to have so many friars in attendance.

John F. and  I are most grateful to have the great
fraternal presence and support of so many of our brothers.
It was a bit hectic getting it “off the ground” and I
appreciate your patience. Thank you so much for taking
the time to be with us.

Fraternally,
Gilbert

The friars being served their Thanksgiving dinner.
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The Padres’ Trail is the newsletter for the Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Editor: Julie Ferraro, Director of Communications. 

Contact: 1204 Stinson Street SW, Albuquerque, NM 87121. Office phone: 505-831-9199 
Send articles, photos, letters or article suggestions by the last day of the month to: communicationsolg@gmail.com

This painting of St. Francis at Bethlehem is part of a set of santos
painted especially for the Provincial house when it was built by
noted New Mexico santero Charlie Carrillo. The other santos are a
set of Stations of the Cross and a Resurrection.

The New FRIAR App is Here!

The Franciscan Friars of the United States are excited to announce the release of the
first-of-its kind app for smart phones that creates a unique communal space for prayer by using
the most modern technology for communication.

“The FRIAR app allows people to post their prayers, as well as join in the prayers of
others and have friars across the country and others pray for them. The app also allows you to have a candle lit for your
prayer, or someone else’s prayer, in an actual Franciscan church,” said Fr. Tom Washburn, OFM, Executive Secretary
of the US Franciscans.

Users can add their own prayer request, or review prayers made by others. If someone sees a prayer request
they find moving, they can join in that prayer.

The new app is available in both the Apple App Store for iPhone and the Google Play Store for Android smart
phones, and can be found by searching for “friars”. There is no cost to install the app, or to submit or join in prayer
requests. There is a small fee to light a candle. 
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