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Every year on December 12, Catholics all over the world gather together to celebrate the 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. As arguably the most famous of the Marian apparitions, 
this Feast day attracts people of a wide variety of cultural backgrounds, but perhaps the 
culture which most treasures this Feast is the Mexican culture. The origins the Feast are 
the four appearances of Our Lady of Guadalupe in AD 1531 to St. Juan Diego. She 
entreated Diego to ask the Bishop that a church be built in her honor. Realizing that the 
Bishop would not believe him, Juan Diego was told to fill his cloak with roses. When he 
went to the bishop, upon opening his cloak the roses fell out and what was left was an 
image of Mary on the cloak (called a tilma). The image on the tilma can still be seen in 
what is today known as Mexico City. As a result of this appearance, over 8 Million 
people converted to Christianity, and Our Lady of Guadalupe became the Patronness of 
the Americas.  
 
At St. Anthony of Padua parish in Camden, New Jersey, this past weekend, the local 
community turned out for quite a celebration of this feast. Very early on Sunday morning, 
the community gathered in the church for las mañanitas, a traditional Mexican birthday 
serenade also used to honor Our Lady of Guadalupe on her Feast Day. The first line “Qué 
linda está la mañana en que vengo a saludarte venimos todos con gusto y placer a 
felicitarte,” in English means, “How lovely is this morning, when I come to greet you, we 
all come with joy and pleasure to congratulate you.” Parishioners arrived to greet our 
Lady at 4:30 in morning as the horns of the Mariachi resounded through the immediate 
neighborhood. 
 
“How lovely was this morning” in Camden! After everyone entered the church, the 
mariachi band sang various songs of praise facing a statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
which sat upon a pyramid of bouquets of red roses. With a spotlight shining on the statue, 
depicting Juan Diego holding his tilma facing an image of Our Lady, parishioners sang 
along with songs that resounded throughout the Church. Children and teenagers rested 
their heads upon their parent’s shoulders while the early celebration of the Blessed 
Mother ensued. After the songs were finished, the celebration moved to the church 
basement where parishioners shared tamales and danced with Br. Juan Turcios and Fr. 
Hugh Macsherry while the mariachi band played. 
 
This celebration continued into the Spanish Mass, where a procession led by Fr. Hugh 
Macsherry again honored the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. A spirit of joy filled the 
church - appropriate, given that the celebration also took place the day on Gaudete 
Sunday, the Sunday of rejoicing! One parishioner dressed as Juan Diego entered in the 
procession and stood throughout the Mass holding his tilma to his chest. When the people 
came to receive the Eucharist, he released his tilma and with it all the roses that had been 
bundled up in it, to reveal an image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. This singularly powerful 
moment was magnified as he held wide the tilma to display for all of those coming to 
receive.  
 
More than once, after receiving Communion, parishioners also bowed toward the image 



out of reverence and honor. The church was then filled with the sounds of the Ave Maria, 
which elevated the sense of reverence and awe among the people. The celebration ended 
as the mariachi band honored the image a final time and exited through the side of the 
Church, and all of God’s people, while looking thoughtfully toward Our Lady of 
Guadalupe the people exclaimed, “Thanks be to God!” 


