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I have been given the privilege of saying some words of thanks to our friars and sisters, and I do 
this representing our parishioners. 

I was not always involved in Holy Name of Jesus Parish. In fact, my family attended other 
Catholic churches in the area… and sometimes, to be truthful, no church at all. 

And so it was a complete surprise to u s— my husband Jack Gerrity and me — to hear 25 years 
ago that the Franciscan friars had moved into Holy Name of Jesus Parish and would be our own 
priests and brothers. 

This meant one thing to Jack who had, when he was young, a very good friar friend — Fr. Finian 
Kerwin, OFM. Fr. Finian went on to become the pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Parish on 31 
Street, and then Provincial Minister of Holy Name Province. For Jack, this was reconnecting 
with friends. 

For me it was even more, I believe.  

My great-grandparents, Joseph Widhalm and Teresa Wimmer, came to the United States in 1872. 
I won’t go through 143 years of my family history since then, but I do want to say that my great-
grandparents settled in Nebraska and took up farming there, as they had been doing in old 
country, Austria. They immigrated with other folks from Austria and Germany, all farmers and 
laborers who were looking for a better life here in the New World. 

In no time, these hearty pioneers wrote back to the old country requesting priests. Along came 
the Franciscan friars and sisters from Germany! So my grandparents, parents, and all of us 11 
siblings grew up in this Franciscan milieu of Franciscan priests, brothers and sisters!  

The Franciscans have since left Nebraska, much to everyone’s dismay. My mother never got 
over this. So you can only guess my surprise and happiness when the friars came here to Holy 
Name of Jesus and encouraged the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary, our sisters next door, to 
move into Holy Name Parish as well. 

I personally have been so pleased that you friars and sisters are here! And I speak now for other 
parishioners and for the members of the RCIA. Because you friars and sisters are so welcoming, 
because you are so warm and friendly to all, because of your inclusive ways of ministering, and 
because you so consistently care for us, we stay here in our parish!  

For all of us I want to say thanks for your friendship, your ministries, your spirit and witness! I 
hope you stay at Holy Name for many generations to come! 

Amen!        


