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Canonization of Junipero Serra Mass 

I  put my name in for a ticket for the canonization Mass 
but was surprised, excited, and 
felt privileged when I actually 
got one!   
You can see from this picture 
the huge throng and long lines 
waiting to get through security.  
We were several hours waiting 
in the sun before we got in. 

As we waited we 
could see in the 
distance the huge 
welcome banner 
hanging from the 
Basilica tower. 

I waited with this group of friars and lay people, 
mainly from California. 

The night before 
I went to the 
“Watch Party” at 
the Holy Sepul-
chre Monastery.   
The press was 
out in force (left) 
and great cheers 
went up when 
the Pope’s plane 
appeared on the 
screen. (below) 
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There were over 1,000 
priests and bishops con-
celebrating the Mass and 
the shadows shifted from 
one side of the crowd to 
the other as the sun went 
down behind the tower. 
 There were many 
dignitaries there, includ-
ing Jeb Bush who was 
just behind me with a 
good secret service pres-
ence.  I was able to get a 
picture (below)  
 Although I was in 
the back row of the 
priests I managed to get 
some telephoto pictures 
of the pope during the 
Mass, (below). 
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It was an exhausting day and we didn’t get back to 
the monastery for the reception after until almost 8 
PM.  Fr. Larry Dunham had prepared there a wonder-
ful banquet of snacks and drinks. I joined Jack Clark 
at one of the tables. (right)  It was 10 PM before the 
bus got us back to the hotel. 

Franciscan Celebration of Junipero Serra’s  

Canonization at Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land 

Fr. Larry Dunham, guardian, di-
rected this beautiful Mass  
celebrating St. Junipero Serra. 
The celebrant was Minister Gen-
eral Michael Perry. (below) 

The Homilist was Joseph 
P. Chinnici, OFM, Presi-
dent of the Franciscan 
School of  
Theology. (left) 
 
 

There were many present 
who played a significant 
role in the life and/or can-
onization effort.  Some 
had spent 37 years fight-
ing for Serra’s cause. 

Among the dignitaries 
was the Bishop of Ma-
jorca, Spain, the birth-
place of Junipero Serra, 
shown here with his 
translator as he spoke 
after the Mass. 

A delegation 
of Majorcans 
came with the 
bishop and 
they presented 
this altar cloth 
or hanging 
made by hand 
by people in 
Majorca. 

There was a large crowd of people in attendance in-
cluding a large group of singers and instrumentalists 
seen on the far right behind the altar in this picture. 
After the Mass, Larry D. had an elaborate breakfast 
(brunch) on the veranda of the courtyard.  I sat next 
to a man from the  Carmel Mission, the burial place 
of Junipero, who had written three books s on him.. 
Below left: Display with relic at Mass, right:  tomb of Junipero 
Serra at Carmel Mission.               PHOTOS AND TEXT BY JOE NELSON 

See other 
photos on 
page 12 
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Fort Defiance Float in Navajo Parade 
Text and Photos by Gilbert Schneider 
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O n Saturday, September 
12, Our Lady of 
the Blessed Sacra-
ment entered their 
float in the 69th annual Navajo Nation Fair and Pa-
rade leading up to the centennial celebration. 
 The parade was a grand affair with 89 entries, 
including other churches, political floats and Tribal 
agencies.  The float left the parish at 4:30 A.M. and 
the parade lasted 2 1/2 hours on a rather warm day.  

Gilbert’s pa-
rishioners car-
ried parish or-
ganization ban-
ners and others 
handed out 100 
lbs of bagged 
candy and 
school supplies. 

ALL  FRIARS ARE INVITED!!! w e are celebrating the 100th anniversary of our church: Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
beginning on Wednesday, November 25 when we 
will have a Social Gathering in the gym from 7-9 
PM.  It will be a time to introduce guests, and for so-
cializing.  We will have a DVD on the history of 
ministry in the parish, and snacks, will be served. 
 On Thanksgiving  Day, Nov. 26, we will have 
the Jubilee Mass at 11 AM. Mass will be followed by 
a Turkey Dinner. 
 Please notify Gilbert if you plan to attend ei-
ther or both events. If you will be needing overnight 
arrangements, please contact Jose Rodriquez at St. 
Michaels mission. Please join us!! 

Gilbert 
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A t the General Chapter, Jack Clark Robinson ap-proached Jeffrey Scheeler, Minister Provincial 
of St. John the Baptist Province, about the possibility 
of Andrew Koon entering the postulancy program in 
Detroit.  Andrew is the only postulant of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Province and Jeff Scheeler had just 
learned at the time that St. John the Baptist Province 
was only going to have one postulant this year as 
well.  It seemed like possibly a good fit.  So after the 
Ministers Provincial conferred with Mark Soehner, 
the Director of Postulants for SJBP, Mark reviewed 
Andrew's application material.  Andrew visited with 
Mark in Detroit, and the stage was set for Andrew to 
enter the Postulancy in Detroit this fall, after spend-
ing the summer living at San Juan Diego Friary 
and helping Brothers Michael Burns and Gordon 
Boykin in their ministry with our senior friars. We 
wish Andrew well as he takes this next step in his 
formation with us as a Franciscan friar.              Jack 

Bruce introduces Andrew to the assembled friar community. 
Left:  their Labor Day feast.                 PICTURES BY BRUCE 

Religious Ed at St. Peters Roswell 

S eptember 16th marked the beginning of another Religious Education year at St. Peter and St. John 
Parishes in Roswell, NM. Both parishes run a com-
bined religious education program and this year over 

1,000 students (grades 1-12) are enrolled. The pictures show Fr. Eduardo (Lalo) Espinosa blessing the children 
as they begin their year. In addition to the regular religious education classes, both parishes have sepa-
rate RCIA programs with a total of 45 enrolled and a combined RCIC (Rite of Christian Initiation of Children) 
program with 50 enrolled. 

Pictures and article by Charlie Martinez 
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Jack received the following in a letter from the 
General Curia. 
Dear Br. Jack Clark, 
 
May the Lord give you peace! 
 
I write to inform you that the General Definitory has 
appointed BR. GINO CORREA, OFM, of your 
Province, as Visitator General for the PROVINCE 
OF SAN PEDRO BAUTISTA, in the Philippines. 

 
Br. Aidan McGrath, OFM  
Secretary General 
 

O ur congratulations and best wishes to Gino upon his appointment as General Visitator to the 
Philippine Province. 

Congratulations Gino 

M ost of the other provincial newsletters have had pictures and information on the recent 
brothers meeting, the first ever convocation of over 
70 Lay Brothers held in California.  Bruce received 
the following from the “Planning Committee”. 
 

D avid Leary, from the Holy Spirit Province in Australia, has written a great report/article 
about the convocation. Thanks David!!! Please feel 
free to share it with others.  You may also want to get 
it published in your provincial newsletter, website, 
etc.   
 It is rather long, but I thought it was worth-
while to print the whole document.  To save space I 
print it in a little smaller Font.            .  Joe N. 

"All my brothers… 

All of you are brothers"  
A reflection on the 2015 ESC Brothers Convocation 

 
At the height of a California summer, with drought and 

fires dominating the news, 71 friars minor from 10 entities 
within the Order of Friars Minor gathered at St Francis Retreat 
Center in San Juan Bautista California for an historic “brothers 
convocation”. The meeting was sponsored by the English 
Speaking Conference (ESC) of the Order and generously sup-
ported by a number of provinces involved with the ESC. It was 
a “first” in many notable ways. It was a gathering of lay broth-
ers who were, to a man, eager to explore their history and ex-
perience as friars minor. The meeting brought together friars 

from 7 provinces in the United States (66 brothers), the Prov-
ince of the Holy Korean Martyrs (2 brothers), the Custody of St 
Anthony (1 brother), and Holy Spirit Province (2 brothers).  

The first international gathering of lay brothers, these 5 
days in August 2015 (10th-14th) proved to be lively, engaging, 
and enriching for all the brothers. Beyond the historical signifi-
cance of this gathering, an inspirational highlight of the meeting 
was the presence of our newly elected Minister General, Mi-
chael Perry, who attended with the General Definitor for the 
ESC, Caoimhín Ó Laoide. 

The formal beginning of our convocation began on 
Monday evening after dinner with evening prayer and a wel-
come and introduction by John Gutierrez (from the organizing 
committee) and a welcome from John Hardin (Minister Provin-
cial of St Barbara Province). Beyond the gracious welcome, it 
was a moment to pray for our brothers from Vietnam who were 
unable to secure visas to attend the convocation, and for our 
brother Jim McIntosh, and his family. Jim was unable to attend 
because of the death of his mother. While there was a natural 
ebullience as we began our days together, it was especially im-
portant, salutary and grounding, to remember those who could 
not be with us. Monday was a travelling day. Many of the broth-
ers headed off to rest after the first formal session; however, as 
with any friar gathering, some saw out the evening with refresh-
ments and conversation while our organizing committee met 
and refined the events of the next day. 

After breakfast and Morning Prayer, Tuesday began 
with a presentation by our brother Bill Short (St Barbara Prov-
ince) on the “History of the Lay Brother” within our Order. As 
is always the case, Bill’s presentation was scholarly, thorough in 
its scope and yet entertaining and inspiring. Bill began by noting 
that there are groups of brothers meeting regularly within the 
Order (in Brazil and Mexico) and that this is a welcome devel-
opment. Bill expressed his hope that from such regional meet-
ings there would be a truly international “gatherings of brothers 
in the Order” so that “we (the brothers) would really have an 
opportunity to speak to each other and speak to the other broth-
ers of the Order about how we see the brothers’ vocation.” 

Bill began his presentation by exploring what our 
Brother Francis meant when he used the term “brother” as he 
did so carefully in the Rule (see ER n.22). The reality that we 
are all brothers—both lay and cleric—was one of the most strik-
ing aspects of a new way of seeing a committed life. To empha-
size the new way that Francis paved in his time, Bill examined 
the place of lay brothers in various Orders, and highlighted the 
fact that Francis refused to adopt the Rule of another Order 
(specifically, the Benedictines, the Cistercians or the Augustin-
ians). Francis insisted on developing a new rule for his new 
brothers, one that was marked by a new sense of equality in 
fraternity. Regardless of their ability to read (cleric) or not (lay), 
Francis implored “All my brothers” to remember that “All of 
you are brothers.” (ER n.22, cf, Matt 23:8ff). Unlike other Or-
ders where the distinction between lay and cleric was signifi-
cant, in principle and in practice, and where clerics were the 
only full members of the Order; Francis insisted on a clear and 
unequivocal equality between everyone in the fraternity. 

In his survey of the history of the lay brother within the 
Order, Bill explored how an “anti-lay revolution” began around 
the year 1239 with the election of Haymo of Faversham as Min-
ister General, and was finally legislated with the promulgation 

Brothers Meeting 



of Haymo’s constitutions in 1260. From 1239, no lay brother 
was elected Minister General. As Bill indicated, despite grand 
efforts to exclude and legislate against lay brothers (by the Or-
der and the Vatican, through councils and canon law), our his-
tory and current fraternity is replete with friars who have been, 
and are, committed to advancing a positive vision of the lay 
brother within the Order. 

Throughout the four days there was time for “open 
mic” and Q&A after each presentation. After Bill’s presentation, 
discussion focused on obstacles to the vocation of the lay 
brother, as it also began to focus on the formation of the broth-
ers—both lay and cleric. Should the early years after first 
vows—common to all brothers—be focused on Franciscan for-
mation, after which formation for a particular ministry (e.g., 
social work or priesthood) would then occur? We gathered in 
small groups after which there was another open mic period 
where the discussion focused on the importance of fraternity, of 
making our fraternal experience real and supportive, and on the 
uniqueness of our Order which would be incomplete if there 
were no lay brothers. 

We ended the formal part of the day at Eucharist with 
our Minister General, Michael Perry, presiding. Focusing on the 
second reading for the feast of St Clare, Michael spoke of the 
injunction that we “should no longer be determined and defined 
by the past”: by past achievements, difficulties, “patronages”, or 
“past hurts.” He noted that for St Paul and St John, to follow 
Jesus means to begin again, to lay down one’s life for the other, 
placing “the needs of others ahead of our own.” Michael con-
cluded that it is only when “we accept to enter into the mystery 
of the very humility of God, which is the source and font of 
[our] lives, and the foundation of our discipleship, and the gift 
of our vocation, will we be set free to live fully our life in God.” 
What Paul, John, Francis and Clare all try to tell us is that “…it 
is only when we allow God to strip us of all that is false about 
ourselves, all that is false, that we will discover what it truly 
means to be lesser brothers.” 

We began our third day together with Eucharist. Cao-
imhín Ó Laoide presided and preached for the brothers on Mat-
thew’s discourse on the church, in particular this day on how the 
church should address wrongdoing in the church. Caoimhín 
noted that Francis spoke of compassionate ways to deal with 
wrongdoing, “that move us from murmuring, complaining, from 
bitching if you like, to actually being honest and authentic with 
one another.” In telling a story from his own life, he noted that 
he feels “much safer if people are honest” with him; and happi-
est when in the presence of “people who care enough to be au-
thentic and honest.” He noted that in our days together we may 
need to say some painful and difficult things to each other. He 
finished by adding that the gospel “encourages us to be coura-
geous, to be trustful” that Jesus is present with us and that he 
“draws us into authenticity.” 

The first session on Wednesday was presented by Seán 
Sammon FMS, a Marist Brother, clinical psychologist, lecturer, 
researcher and former superior general of the Marist Brothers. 
Seán’s presentation developed a “perspective” on the brother’s 
vocation and explored three significant issues: the challenges 
facing brothers today; the nature and purpose of a renewed reli-
gious life; and, celibate chastity as one clear sign of our identity 
as brothers. 
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For Seán, one of the greatest challenges facing brothers 
today is a confusion about what our vocation represents in to-
day’s church. People understand the nature of priests and also of 
women religious; but it appears more difficult for people to un-
derstand the nature and vocation of the brother. In terms of a 
renewed religious life, Seán suggested that “if we can discover 
the heart of brotherhood, we will have the key to the renewal of 
religious life.” Again in terms of perspective, Seán suggested 
that celibate chastity is at the heart of the brother’s vocation; it 
is a way of being a sexual person but we need to discover a vo-
cabulary for speaking about it. Our “sexuality is a friend of 
spirituality” and “both have the same end: union with God and 
other people”. Our sexuality “pulls us out of ourselves” and 
“our spirituality pulls us out of ourselves”, both of which lead us 
towards God and others. 

Seán was very clear that there are significant chal-
lenges facing us as brothers, especially around renewing our 
theological understanding of our place within the church. Con-
secrated religious were never meant simply to be a workforce 
for the church; nor are we a part of the hierarchical church. Our 
place is within the charismatic church; we are about being pro-
phetic. For Seán, the beginning point for the renewal of our un-
derstanding and of religious life lies in story telling: recounting 
with each other, and with the world, the narratives of what it 
means to be a brother. From this retelling will emerge a new 
understanding. We also need to deepen our understanding of the 
spirituality that animates us, and this will underpin a “personal 
and congregational conversion” which is essential for our re-
newal.  Seán added that to accept the challenge of conversion 
and renewal means engaging with the Holy Spirit; and that is 
“dangerous”. Mary questioned God, and then said “yes”, and 
that “yes” changed the course of human history. Francis and 
Clare said “yes”; and that “yes” changed the religious and hu-
man experience of their time. The beginning of this discovery—
of conversion and renewal, and of us committing a new “yes” to 
brotherhood and mission—is in talking about our experience as 
brothers; and this requires that we develop the skills that allow 
us to fully engage in the discovery and the “yes”. 

Seán provided an overview of developments in the 
church in respect of religious life. He reminded us that the “role 
of religious life is to be the church’s living memory: of what it 
can be, what it wants to be, what it must be.” The role of the 
religious brother is to be a “living conscience to the church; by 
our lives, to continue to remind the larger church, what it wants 
to be, what it hopes to be, what it must be”. Seán reminded us 
that this is what people long for in the church. 

Seán provided an overview of the life cycle of religious 
congregations and explored briefly each of the stages: founda-
tion, expansion, stabilization, breakdown, transition. Seán spoke 
of the period of stabilization as being “the most dangerous pe-
riod for a religious congregation” because “we come to believe 
that it will all depend on us”. However, as Seán reminds us, the 
challenges that have arisen since Vatican II—in the breakdown 
of religious life—have “made us more dependent on God.” We 
continue to experience some of these challenges today. Confu-
sion and tensions are the most significant challenges: about the 
future, of whether there is a future to our religious life together. 
As Seán made clear, the confusion and tension, which can last a 
significant period, is inevitably about our identity and mission—
both past and present. What was secure is no longer secure. 



What seemed to work in terms of decision making and commu-
nication now appears as flawed and less than useful. For Seán, if 
genuine renewal is to occur then we need to: reclaim our found-
ing charism; be courageous in understanding and responding to 
the urgent needs of today; and, we need to allow ourselves to 
experience both a personal and congregational conversion.  

Seán indicates that we turn a corner in terms of renewal 
when we begin to see, as a fraternity, that what we have done—
in our life and mission—no longer appears appropriate. Part of 
the renewal phase must be the conviction within the fraternity 
that we must search for a deeper relationship with God and new 
ways to respond to pressing needs. In so doing, we are returning 
to our origins, the true source of how and why we were founded. 
Seán’s understanding of renewal in religious life calls us to a 
transformation that “moves beyond the personal.” As Caoimhín 
said in his homily earlier in the day, such conversion, such 
transformation within our fraternity can only occur where there 
is a deep trust and honesty within the fraternity. And with this 
trust and honesty, we refine our understanding of our identity—
the place where we stand—as individuals and as a fraternity. 

For this process to occur, forgiveness and reconcilia-
tion are imperative. We can only be transformed where we un-
derstand, through honesty with each other, of the need for con-
version; and this leads us to reconciliation and forgiveness: “we 
have to forgive and ask for forgiveness.” For this type of re-
newal to occur, we may need to develop new skills for commu-
nity life “appropriate for a group of adults who have come to-
gether around the gospel… [as] men who love one another, and 
care about each other, even in the midst of our differences, even 
in the midst of people who drive us crazy.” 

So what of the future, and what are our key priorities? 
For Seán, “our job is to help people fall in love with Jesus 
Christ”, and so our “real identity” as friars minor has two key 
pillars: “that we fall in love with Jesus Christ; and that we be-
come a living portrait of our founder”, Francis of Assisi. This is 
what will renew and re-energize the church.  

During the open mic and Q&A session a number of 
issues were raised that focused on: the temptation we face to 
emphasize our professional role ahead of our place as a friar 
minor; the need to reestablish our communities as loving frater-
nities rather than quasi-motels. On this point, Seán emphasized 
that “communities that learn how to disagree, and to do that in a 
way that’s Christian, are communities that are wonderful places 
to live in.” To be truly a gospel community, we must develop 
compassion, which means being able to find the everyday and 
sacred humanity within the brothers. Practicing the “little vir-
tues”, little acts of communal care and kindness, speaking di-
rectly and avoiding gossip, and having normal “human conver-
sations” where we practice honesty: these are the simple things 
that make community life “intentional”, and exemplary of the 
living gospel. 

Seán’s presentation provided much food for thought 
and lively discussion both in the open mic and Q&A session 
that followed, but also in the Table Discussion that occurred in 
the afternoon. The afternoon sessions focused on the choice to 
be a brother rather than an ordained friar, and on the contribu-
tion made by lay brothers to the church, in the past, now and in 
the future. Many of the responses pointed to the intentional na-
ture of the choice to be a brother, that the brother’s sacramental-
ism is other than liturgical, and that the place of the brother—in 
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life and ministry—is in the daily grist that makes up the ordi-
nary lives of the people with whom we are engaged—in the 
past, now, and in the future. 

There were many highlights in this gathering of broth-
ers from various places of the globe; but perhaps the strongest 
memory we will retain is of our all too brief conversation with 
Michael Perry, our Minister General. It was striking because of 
the informality of the encounter combined with Michael’s open-
ness, the candid nature of his comments, and the eloquence with 
which he invited us to refocus ourselves as friars minor.  

To his surprise, one of the first questions taken by Mi-
chael was, “Could you tell us a little bit about your vocation 
story, how you came to the friars?” There was a simple beauty 
in this moment and question. Beyond the interesting (even en-
tertaining) aspects of his story—of a “wild kid” who ends up a 
friar minor and minister general—this pertinent question gave 
Michael a chance to share how the Spirit has moved in his life 
through his connection with ordinary people and the grit of daily 
events. What is clear for him is that “the source of vocation is 
totally unpredictable, as is the response.” Michael was able to 
explore that idea through his own vocational journey and ex-
perience. 

For Michael, “the fact that [his vocation to the friars 
minor] came through two lay couples tells [him] that the laity in 
the church speak very loudly.” He went on to reflect that as a 
result of his various experiences—in the USA and in Africa—he 
firmly believes that “from the very beginning of [his] experi-
ence the laity, for vocation and for ministry, have been central.” 
He recalled how his introduction to the friars minor was through 
a gathering of Methodist youth who were involved with Habitat 
for Humanity. His conclusion is that lay people and “the ecu-
menical, and beyond that, the inter-religious, are essential for 
my faith and for my Franciscan life. They’re not optional; I have 
to be involved in these areas” and that he must be “promoting 
the vocation of the laity.” The capstone of his reflection on his 
own vocation was that we have a powerful document that guides 
our thinking—Evangelii Gaudium—which he refers to as “the 
Franciscan document” because at its heart it gives us a 
“Franciscan ecclesiology” as it “reflects the values of who we 
are as friars minor.” 

In leading us to reflect on Evangelii Gaudium, Michael 
articulated the central question for him at this “privileged mo-
ment” in our history. We are at a moment “where we can re-
claim the values that we believe are central to our lives.” For 
Michael, “the question is: are we going to be willing to reclaim 
those values; are we going to be willing to pay the price in re-
claiming those values? Because if we do, we are going to have 
to change the way we live.” So we need to understand that “no 
matter what ministry one might be doing, what are those central 
core values to being a friar minor?” 

Michael was asked how “we as brothers” can be in-
volved in “renewing the church”. In responding to that question, 
Michael was very clear that our “central vocation” is that we 
“have to re-believe that we are friars minor. I can cease being a 
priest tomorrow, because that is not my central vocation. My 
central vocation is to be a friar minor.” In exploring this idea 
Michael pointed us to a Franciscan document published in 2014. 
The document—Ite, Nuntiate—was developed by several 
groups of friars who are attempting to return to a lived experi-
ence of the “values that are central to our lives” as friars minor. 



These values are to be found in the Earlier Rule, the Later Rule, 
The Testament and the Admonitions. The document of which 
Michael spoke outlines a “list of elements [for our life] to be 
always kept in mind” and Michael spoke on a number of those 
elements. First and foremost, “the primacy of God in our lives. 
To be in love with Jesus…and to communicate that love to the 
world.” Second, and significantly for our lives as friars minor, 
“we have to love the brothers…” and “make our lives com-
pletely available.” We need to “get back to believing that we 
have to sacrifice ourselves for one another.” 

That brought Michael to an important point in this con-
versation—a reflection on not grasping things, our vow of sine 
proprio, and of living simply. His fear is that the longer we are 
in religious life the more “we become slaves to so many things 
and yet we are called by our tradition to be free and available.” 
He observed that “celibacy is supposed to free us for availabil-
ity” and yet some friars have become “the least available of any-
body.” Michael acknowledged that we all need time for prayer, 
and to take care of important matters in our own lives, but the 
aim of our life is to be engaged with our fraternity and with the 
people around us: “to be a friar minor, a minor with others, and 
to promote their wellbeing.” To do this, to get back to our core 
values, we need to change. And so “if we believe in this thing 
called the Franciscan movement, then let’s help each other 
move.” 

Fraternity is central to being friars minor and Michael 
developed several points around this theme. A core question for 
Michael is, how would such a return to the sources, to our val-
ues, impact on our fraternity in mission? Michael spoke about 
how it is easy to respond to the request of every bishop, to fill 
every vacancy, respond to every urgent need. But he likened this 
to being a “race to the bottom”, the easiest course of action; but 
this approach can impact negatively on our central values and 
on who we are as friars minor. The critical point for Michael is 
that when we go on mission, we go as a fraternity, as friars mi-
nor, regardless of our role. So in any request that comes, if there 
is no place and role in the request for the fraternity—both lay 
and cleric—then there is no place for the friars minor: 
“Fraternity is central… [so] we can’t go [to a mission] as any-
thing else but friars minor. We go as fraternity in mission.”  

Michael then turned to another central issue pertinent 
for our fraternities at this time. He said that “one of the greatest 
threats or challenges to the life of the Order today, and you have 
said this, not just here, 1408 of you said this from across the 
whole world, that one of the greatest challenges for future Fran-
ciscan life is trust.” He mused that perhaps we don’t trust each 
other because we don’t believe in God’s promise. The absence 
of trust diminishes fraternity. 

Picking up on a number of Michael’s comments, one of 
the questions raised the issue of friars living alone in “lone 
ranger” ministries. While he concurred that we should be con-
cerned about such an approach to fraternity in mission, Michael 
said that “what disturbs [him] more than friars going off and 
living by themselves, are the five friars who live together, in 
complete isolation and loneliness. The friar going off on his 
own disturbs me as well…. I spoke about it at the general chap-
ter. We really need to develop hotel ministries for our friaries, 
because some of our friaries are hotels.” This is not an authentic 
way to be Franciscan, and this is a great challenge for us: to 
come out of our isolation, to live authentic fraternal lives, to 
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have conversations that are real and honest, to really live the 
values we espouse.  

Michael finished the Q&A—and his time with us—by 
speaking to us about the convocation and about the lingering 
issue of the canonical status of the Order. He said, “what you’re 
doing here is normal. This is normal. This is great. Do it every 
year if it will help us deepen our collective identities, and help 
us re-center the core values of our lives, then do it; but don’t let 
it stop here. Take it back home. Keep talking to each other. En-
courage each other. There’s no reason for permission to be 
given for this. There’s no reason to have to justify why you are 
doing it. This should just be part of who we are as friars. We’re 
getting together and talking about what matters to us. This is 
wonderful. Please continue. The friars in Brazil have been doing 
it every second year, for financial and other reasons; but every 
two years, the lay brothers in Brazil get together. They issued a 
very challenging document to the Order two years ago. And 
they are the ones who keep raising the question of the mixed 
institute with the Pope…. Every time we see the Pope we will 
ask him, please, fulfill the promise made in article 61 of Vita 
Consecrata to do the work and try to help us. Let the church 
integrate something which it has not been able to integrate: the 
authentic identity of mixed institutes like the Franciscans. If you 
don’t, you are stopping us from realizing who we are.” At the 
conclusion of the conversation, each brother was presented with 
parchment on which was written the blessing of Brother Leo. 
The conversation and Michael’s courage and openness were an 
inspiration to us all.  

Our last day together focused on our experiences and 
aspiration on formation—past, present and future. We began the 
day with a lively fishbowl where six of the friars were asked to 
share about their experiences, their hopes and their ideas around 
the issue of formation. There were a number of significant 
points that were raised in that session: the deficits in past forma-
tion, the positive experiences of friar mentors, the intellectual 
input, and exposure to new and even international experiences. 
There were a significant number of suggestions made regarding 
future formation. Following on from Michael’s presentation and 
from other earlier conversations, we again returned to the 
thought that all friars should be formed as friars minor, first and 
foremost, with consideration of role (e.g., teacher, priest, or 
nurse) being delayed until formation as a friar minor is com-
pleted. We broke into small groups with the aim of capturing, 
more precisely, the ideas of the assembled brothers on formation 
of the lay brother. Group reports tabled our ideas and the task of 
the Planning Committee will now be to synthesize those ideas 
into formal recommendations emerging out of the convocation. 

We completed our final full day with Eucharist, a won-
derful dinner and a festive social gathering. Friday was a travel-
ling day and many of the friars headed to airports from early on 
Friday morning. It was a full week, an inspiring week, and a 
challenging week. We went away with Michael’s words—and 
those of each one of the brothers—as food for the journey and 
the challenge ahead of us: to live more authentically our voca-
tion as friars minor.  



I received this from Jack:  “I met with Julie, who is a 
Franciscan partner with a journalism background, 
yesterday.  I suggested that she try to do a monthly 
profile of a friar or mission.  No moss growing under 
her feet, here is a submission for October - appropri-
ately the anniversary monthy of St. Michaels.” 

St. Michael’s Mission 

Julie A. Ferraro 
 
What better way to inaugurate this monthly profile 
feature than with the place which became the home 
of the first Franciscans to serve on the Navajo Reser-
vation? 
 
Mother Katharine Drexel – now St. Katharine – had 
acquired a half-built trading post in 1898, as part of 
property bought on behalf of the religious community 
she had founded, the Sisters of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. One of the first projects she undertook was hir-
ing contractors to put a roof on top of the stone walls, 
and divide the structure into six rooms. 
 
When the Franciscan friars from St. John the Baptist 
Province in Cincinnati – whom Mother Katharine 
invited to minister to the Navajo – arrived in October, 
1898, they took up residence in the finished building, 
which included a chapel, kitchen and four bedrooms. 
Fr. Juvenal Schnorbus, Fr. Anselm Weber, and 
Brother Placidus Buerger were the three who em-
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barked on what became a true adventure, not only in 
faith, but in human relations, language, and even 
politics. 
 
By inviting the Navajo people to sample his cooking, 
Br. Placidus enabled the friars to begin learning Na-
vajo words for food items and utensils. From there, 
by frequent interaction with not only the Native 
Americans, but the settlers who also populated the 
area, relationships were forged which expanded the 
friars’ influence, and gained them respect from many 
quarters. 
 
Fr. Anselm learned surveying, assisting the Navajo in 
settling land disputes, and managing to expand the 
reservation by over one million acres. The friars 
aided the people by facilitating the transition to a de-
mocratic-style government, with the development of 
the first Tribal Council in 1921, and later reorganiza-
tions. 
 
Within a few years of their arrival, the friars had out-
grown their small home, and began building a larger 
structure. Over time, the first post office was founded 
at St. Michaels (which is how the apostrophe was 
dropped from the officially-recognized name), and a 
printing press produced books on the Navajo lan-
guage and tradition, many written by Fr. Berard 
Haile. 
 
The process of compiling a comprehensive census of 
the Navajo people also fell to the friars at St. 
Michaels. These records continued to be updated 
over the decades, and are still available to those who 
visit the current St. Michaels Friary on Tuesdays. 
 
The parish church – Mary, Mother of Mankind – was 
built on the property, and thrives to this day. The for-
mer convent building is now the parish center, and a 
prayer chapel featuring Navajo art stands in the shape 
of a hogan (Navajo six-sided dwelling).  
 
The original structure is now St. Michaels Historical 
Museum, housing displays on the early days of the 
Franciscans on the reservation, and their interaction 
with the Navajo people. Open Memorial Day to La-
bor Day, from September to May it is possible to 
make an appointment to visit the museum. There’s 
even a website:  www.stmichaelshm.org 
 

St. Michaels Historical Museum, the original Mission building 
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From these humble beginnings, Our Lady of Guada-
lupe Province has its origins. Some Navajo missions 
still active are served by friars living at St. Michaels. 
And, it is a center of activity for the friars to this day. 
 
For those who may have never been there, it’s worth 
a trip! 

St. Michaels Friary 

The banner expresses the 
theme of this year’s Mission 
Congress.  It was held at the 
Hilton in Houston and there 
were about 300 in attendance.  
Three other friars besides my-
self were there, Brothers 
Bruce Michalek, David Paz 
(SB) and Vince DeLorenzo 
(SJB ).(Below) 

There were many good key-
note speakers.  One of the 
most animated was Bishop Daniel E. Flores, S.T.D. of the 
Brownsville, TX diocese. (above) 
Dr. Carolyn Woo, CEO and president of Catholic Relief Services 
gave a very interesting view of the CRS and its work as well as 
insights on new and innovative designs for the poor, such  as use 
of mobile devices and self help finance groups.  (Photo right) 

For Saturday 
morning prayer a 
Secular Franciscan 
from Miami, FL. 
pressed  three of us 
into service to act 
out a ceremony of 
the Transitus.  The 
person portraying 
St. Francis was a 
non-friar. 

Besides small group discussions and  workshops 
there were 7 different excursions one could choose 
from.  I went to the Casa Juan Diego Catholic Worker 
House which I had visited over 10 years ago.  I was 
amazed that the same couple, Mark and Louise 
Swick, were still running the house and how much 
they had progressed.  After a talk by Louise we 
helped to fill Ziplock bags with laundry soap, visited 
their extensive garden and played with the children. 
(see photos below) 

At the last session each person 
was commissioned with a  
medallion, (left). 

MISSION CONGRESS 
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October Birthdays 
24. Miguel Alcantar 

 

Happy  
St. Francis 
Day! 

Carmel Mission 

Left, as the inscription 
says is the remains of 
the coffin of Junipero 
Serra and bottom left 
is the chapel at the 
Carmel mission where 
he is buried. 

Pictures taken on a previous visit to the mission. Joe N 

Transitus at St. Peter and St. John 
The Transitus in Roswell this year was a combined 
effort of St. John and St. Peter Parishes. Efren led 
the music at the bilingual Solemn Vespers and both 
Lalo and Charlie preached. The service was well 
attended, including area Secular Franciscans.   
The photos should be self explanatory.  
Text and photos submitted by Charlie Martinez 


