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“What kind of world do we want to leave to those who 
come after us, to children who are now growing up?”  

Pope’s Encyclical: http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/

encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-

laudato-si.html 

On their webpage, the group Catholic Voices states: “At the 
heart of Laudato si’ we find this question: “What kind of 
world do we want to leave to those who come after us, to 
children who are now growing up?” (160).  Pope Francis 
continues: “This question does not have to do with the 
environment alone and in isolation; the issue cannot 
be approached piecemeal”.  This leads us to ask ourselves 
about the meaning of existence and its values at the base 
of social life: “What is the purpose of our life in this world? 
Why are we here? What is the goal of our work and all our 
efforts? What need does the earth have of us? ” Unless we 
struggle with these deeper issues – says the Pope – I do 
not believe that our concern for ecology will produce signifi-
cant results.” 
It is clear that, after Laudato si’, the examination of con-
science (the instrument that the Church has always recom-
mended to orient one’s life by reflection on one’s lived rela-
tionship with the Lord) should include a new dimension.  
One would regularly review, not only how one has lived 
in communion with God, with others and with oneself, but 
also with all creatures and with nature. 
The attention that the media has given to the Encyclical 
before its publication has primarily concentrated on aspects 
tied to the environmental policies currently being discussed 
on the global agenda. Certainly Laudato si’ can and must 
have an impact on important and urgent decisions to be 
made in this area. However, the magisterial, pastoral and 
spiritual dimensions of the document must not be put in 
second place. Its value, breadth and depth cannot be re-
duced to the mere scope of determining environmental 
policies.  Catholic Voices has also provide a synopsis of 
the encyclical: 
 
-CHAPTER I 
WHAT IS HAPPENING TO OUR COMMON HOME? (17-
61) 
This chapter presents recent scientific findings on the envi-
ronment as a way of listening to the cry of creation, “to 
become painfully aware, to dare to turn what is happening 
to the world into our own personal suffering and thus to 
discover what each of us can do about it” (19). It thus deals 
with “several aspects of the present ecological crisis” (15). 
-CHAPTER II 

THE GOSPEL OF CREATION (62‐100) 
To face the problems illustrated in the previous chapter, 
Pope Francis selects from the Judeo- Christian tradition. 
The Biblical accounts offer a comprehensive view that ex-
presses the “tremendous responsibility” (90) of humankind 
for creation, the intimate connection among all creatures 
and the fact that “the natural environment is a collective 
good, the patrimony of all humanity and the responsibility of 
everyone” (95). 
-CHAPTER III 
THE HUMAN ROOTS OF THE ECOLOGICAL CRISIS (101
‐136) 
This chapter analyses the current situation “so as to con-
sider not only its symptoms but also its deepest 
causes” (15), in a dialogue with philosophy and the social 
sciences. 
-CHAPTER IV 
INTEGRAL ECOLOGY (137‐162) 
The heart of the Encyclical’s proposals is integral ecology 
as a new paradigm of justice. It “will help to provide an ap-
proach to ecology which respects our unique place as hu-
man beings in this world and our relationship to our sur-
roundings” (15). In fact, “nature cannot be regarded as 
something separate from ourselves or as a mere setting in 
which we live” (139). This holds true in all fields: in economy 
and politics, in different cultures and particularly in those 
most threatened, and even in every moment of our daily 
lives. There is a relationship between environmental issues, 
and social and human issues, that can never be broken. 
“Today, the analysis of environmental problems cannot be 
separated from the analysis of human, family, work-related 
and urban contexts, and of how individuals relate to them-
selves” (141). 
Consequently, it is “essential to seek comprehensive solu-
tions which consider the interactions within natural systems 
themselves and with social systems. We are not faced with 
two separate crises, one environmental and the other so-
cial, but rather one complex crisis which is both social and 
environmental” (139). 
-CHAPTER V 
LINES OF APPROACH AND ACTION (163‐201) 
This chapter addresses the question of what we can and 
must do. Analyses are not enough. We need proposals “for 
dialogue and action which would involve each of us indi-
vidually no less than international policy” (15). They will 
“help us to escape the spiral of self-destruction which cur-
rently engulfs us” (163). For Pope Francis it is imperative 
that practical proposals not be developed in an ideological, 
superficial or reductionist way. For this, dialogue is essen-
tial, a term present in the title of every section of this chap-
ter. “There are certain environmental issues where it is not 
easy to achieve a broad consensus… The Church does not 
presume to settle scientific questions or to replace politics. 
But I am concerned to encourage an honest and open de-
bate, so that particular interests or ideologies will not preju-
dice the common good” (188). 
-CHAPTER VI 
ECOLOGICAL EDUCATION AND SPIRITUALITY (202‐
246) 
The final chapter goes to the heart of ecological conversion, 
to which the Encyclical invites everyone. The roots of the 
cultural crisis are deep, and it is not easy to reshape habits 
and behaviour. Education and training are key. “Change is 
impossible without motivation and a process of educa-
tion” (15). All educational sectors are involved, primarily “in 
school, in families, in the media, in catechesis” (213). 
 
source: http://cvcomment.org/2015/06/18/laudato-si-a-summary-of-pope
-franciss-sweeping-eco-encyclical/ 
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Experience in Quito 
 
The JPIC Office of Rome, together with the JPIC ani-
mators of the four conferences of Latin America, spon-
sored a regional JPIC course in Quito, Ecuador, Febru-
ary 1-14, 2015.  Invitations were sent in the name of 
the Rome Office and of the president of the host Boli-
variana Conference, Br. Héctor Eduardo Lugo Garcia 
(Santa Fe province, Colombia).  The course was ad-
ministered in Spanish. 
Fifty-one (51) people participated in the course: 17 
OFM JPIC animators [Guatemala (1), Mexico (3), Co-
lombia (2), Brazil (3), Peru (1), Chile (2), Ecuador (2), 
Bolivia (2), Paraguay (1)]; 9 Capuchin JPIC animators 
[Director of Rome Office (1), Guatemala (1), Dominican 
Republic (1), Colombia (1), Mexico (1), Venezuela (1), 
Ecuador (3)]; 1 OFM friar from Ecuador; 3 Secular 
Franciscan animators [Mexico (1), Colombia (1), Ecua-
dor (1)]; 9 Franciscan Sisters [Ecuador (8), Peru (1)]; 7 
OFM students from Ecuador; 5 lay women [Ecuador 
(3), Colombia (2)]. 
 
The structure of the Quito course was a bit different 
than our annual course.  In Rome, for both weeks, 
morning sessions are reserved for JPC animators and 
afternoon sessions are open to anyone who is inter-
ested.  For the Quito course it was decided to dedicate 
the entire first week to the animators, while the entire 
second week was open to all.  This was done in the 
hope of attracting more lay people. 
 
In Quito sessions of the first week were prepared to 
help animators understand their task.  They were 
based on the OFM resource booklet Guidelines for the 
Animation of Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Crea-
tion.  Sessions included: the Values and History of 
JPIC, a Franciscan approach to Social Analysis, the 
mission of the JPIC animator in the provinces, how to 
develop and implement a provincial JPIC program, the 
methodology of JPIC work, integration of JPIC into 
Evangelization and Formation, Ecology in the Daily Life 
of the Friar Minor, an Introduction to a Toolkit on 
Peacebuilding and Reconciliation, sharing the concrete 
experiences of the animators, and a session on strate-
gies for common work.  JPIC resources were shared 
with participants, and they were encouraged to network 
with one another where possible. 
 
As requested by the Con-
ference coordinators, the 
second week dealt with 
themes basic to JPIC, 
with special emphasis on 
Latin America.  Topics 
included: Mining and RE-
PAM (the Pan-Amazon 
Ecclesial Network); Water 
and Climate Change; 
Hunger and Food Sover-
eignty; JPIC and Spiritual-
ity; the Scriptural Basis for 
JPIC; Franciscanism and 
JPIC; Catholic Social 
Teaching; strategic plan-
ning for doing JPIC work. 

 
All sessions were filmed and the materials will soon be 
available for those who would like to work in a more 
local setting (in Spanish, of course!).  Evaluations were 
very positive.  Suggestions from participants are already 
being implemented for the second regional course of 
the year, for Asia/Oceania, to be held in Cebu, Philip-
pines, during the last week of July and first week of Au-
gust. 

 
Program for Cebu 
 
 About three years ago the OFM JPIC animators of 
Asia/Oceania decided to organize a regional JPIC 
course. Their idea was based on Mandate 44 of Gen-
eral Chapter 2009: “The General Chapter requests con-
tinuation of the JPIC course at the Pontifical University 
Antonianum, and recommends that similar courses be 
given in all Franciscan Institutes of Higher Learning.” 
The animators took their idea to the provincials of Asia/
Oceania and received permission to hold a two-week 
course in Cebu, the Philippines, from July 26 to August 
7, 2015. 
 
 The two JPIC Conference Coordinators for Asia/
Oceania and other interested friars met with the staff of 
the Rome JPIC Office at the International Council meet-
ing in Jakarta to begin planning the course.  It will be 
given in English and, although it is meant primarily as a 
training course for new JPIC animators, it is open to the 
entire Franciscan Family and to any other brothers or 
sisters interested in these topics. It was decided that the 
structure of the course will be different from the Rome 
course in order to facilitate participation of the laity. All 
sessions of the first week (July 27-31), morning and 
afternoon, will be open to everyone; they will focus on 
the issue of poverty in Asia. All sessions of the second 
week (Aug. 3-7), morning and afternoon, will be dedi-
cated to formation of JPIC animators. 
  
The content of the first week will include Spirituality; 
Scripture and Poverty; Franciscanism and Poverty; Eco-
nomics: Neo-liberalism and Green Economy; Asian 
Theology; the approach of other Asian religions to pov-
erty and land; peace issues; the face of poverty in Asia; 
a strategy session for local and regional JPIC work. 
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Franciscans have participated at the World Social 
Forum since its beginnings. For the 14th edition of the 
World Social Forum (WSF) in Tunis, our delegation 
consisted of seven Franciscans coming from different 
continents and representing different branches of the 
Franciscan Family. Coordinating the Franciscan initia-
tive were Fabio Lamour OFM, assisted by Benedict 
Ayodi OFM Cap (both representatives of Romans VI). 
Continents represented were Asia, Africa, Latin Amer-
ica and Europe.  Franciscans present were from the 
OFMs, OFM Caps, FMMs, OFS and Franciscans In-
ternational (FI). 
 
As JPIC Franciscans and FI at the WSF we partici-
pated individually in several events; however, we 
chose to be together at events regarding mining, cli-
mate change and “End Corporate Power and Impu-
nity”. We were directly involved in some activities deal-
ing with key strategic areas of our work as Francis-
cans in the international arena: issues related to min-
ing and human rights violations (in collaboration with 
Churches and Mining group); and issues related to the 
advocacy efforts by civil society within the “Treaty Alli-
ance” for the establishment of a new United Nations 
inter-governmental working group on an international 
legally-binding instrument on business and human 
rights (in collaboration with CIDSE). 
 
Two of the participants of our delegation offered testi-
mony of their experience.  They are Mike Peruhe, an 
OFM friar from Indonesia (working in the JPIC office 
for advocacy on mining issues in Asia);  and Richard 
Kakeeto, a Secular Franciscan (working as program 
officer for the office of JPIC Franciscans Africa, in Nai-
robi). 
 
(Mike Peruhe): The World Social Forum (WSF) was 
held in Tunis in March 2015. It was the first time I at-
tended such a meeting. I was worried at first about 
attending because of the attack on the museum 
(Bardo) in Tunis.  But I left with three wonderful im-
pressions: 
First, I was very impressed with the international ex-

perience of so many people I met from different coun-
ties with different problems. It was a great opportunity to 
take part in this large gathering, to meet many people, 
and listen to their experience of struggle to voice the 
ECOSOC rights of the indigenous people.  I had won-
derful moments of sharing with them and felt strength-
ened.  Finally I realized there is HOPE with an alterna-
tive for the FUTURE. I was also able to experience the 
concrete situation in Tunisia, where they peacefully 
worked to reject terrorism. It was marvelous to see how 
Tunisian civil society struggled to reject terrorism, vio-
lence, domination, segregation and other forms of hu-
man rights violations. This was very apparent in the 
long march of all participants during the opening cere-
mony for the Forum. 
 
Second, it was interesting to attend meetings on a vari-
ety of issues from different countries. Some major is-
sues dealt with sustainable development goals in rela-
tion to climate change. The basic approach encourages 
connection with others, collaboration and large scale 
mobilization to solve problems. Participants were con-
cerned with climate change, but are also convinced that 
the current system must be changed. To face these 
issues we need to collaborate and support one another, 
we need open relationships and contacts, and we need 
to share the struggle regarding global issues that affect 
our communities and lives. (Continued on next page) 
 

  

CONTACT JULY 2015 

2015 WSF TUNIS 



5 

Finally, the experiences and information will help me 
to work with others, especially those at the grassroots 
who are very often affected by multi-national corpora-
tions or the negative impact of unsustainable develop-
ment policy. It seems that a new energy is building 
synergy and collaboration, coalitions and connections 
with others who are working on common local and 
global issues. It fosters my understanding, ability to 
strategize, commitment and concern. 
For this opportunity to participate in the World Social 
Forum I am grateful to Br. Fabio Lamour, leader of the 
delegation, and to Br. Joe Rozansky, director of our 
JPIC Office in Rome. Thanks to all members of the 
delegation and also the FMM sisters in Tunis who 
provided our accommodation.  
 
(Richard Kakeeto) I was invited by Franciscans Inter-
national and the OFM JPIC office in Rome to join the 
Franciscan Delegation to the World Social Forum in 
Tunis 23-28 March 2015. I was contacted in my ca-
pacity as program officer of the office of JPIC Francis-
cans Africa and also based on earlier collaboration 
with FI and OFM-JPIC.  We attended sessions on 
mining, oil, climate change, possible alternatives, busi-
ness and human rights. 

Through workshops, consciousness raising 
and youth forums we in East Africa have tackled cli-
mate change. Our relationship with FI has introduced 
us to Business and Human Rights. However, we are 
still new to the question of mining, and religious in 
Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania, and Burundi 
need to learn more about this issue. 

 
Most of the deliberations at the WSF were 

geared towards a buildup to the COP 21. We estab-
lished networks with people and social movements 
globally and nationally. Of note here is the Global 
Catholic Climate Change Movement, which is already 

working towards COP 21 and dealing with the forthcom-
ing encyclical on Ecology. 

 
We were able to see the best practices of other 

continents. For example it was obvious that the religious 
in Latin America are working well with social move-
ments, and there is similar momentum in southern Af-
rica. The challenge then is what we can do in Eastern 
Africa to increase the involvement of religious people in 
the mobilization and struggles of social movements for 
both rural and urban poor. 

 
Looking Forward 

-      Subject to approval by the Franciscan Family Asso-
ciation and our key partners. JPICFA will mobilize its 
partners and collaborators around the activities of COP 
21. 
-     JPICFA will work on establishing or re-energizing 
the existing social movements in Kenya and Uganda to 
continuously reflect and act on the issues identified. 
 
-     JPICFA will identify any religious people working on 
the question of mining in Eastern Africa and put them in 
touch with the Mining Project initiated in Rome. 
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In recent years our OFM JPIC Office has be-
come increasingly involved in issues related to 
environmental justice.  We are responding to the 
signs of the times, which show that social, envi-
ronmental and economic crises are calling for a 
reassessment of current structures.  In response 
to these difficulties, a delegation of sixty Francis-
cans was active at the Rio + 20 Conference in 
2012.  A small part of the delegation, led by 
Franciscans International, was present at the 
official United Nations Conference; the rest par-
ticipated in the People’s Summit, the parallel 
meeting sponsored by many groups to accom-
pany the discussions at the UN Conference.  
Participants reflected on our different realities 
and local needs.  It became clear that local prob-
lems are intimately related to global reality.  Con-
sequently, as members of the international Fran-
ciscan Family, we accepted three proposals for 
our common work: 
 
1. Promote authenticity of lifestyle; 
 
2. Participate in the mining project of the JPIC 
promoters in Rome. 
 
3. Continue the campaign No to the green econ-
omy, denouncing the problems raised by the 
“green economy” and seeking alternative para-
digms for society. 
 
The International OFM JPIC Council meeting, 
held in Jakarta in June 2014, highlighted the first 
and second proposals, along with a third pro-
posal on eradication of hunger (see final docu-
ment of Jakarta ***).  In Rome we have contin-
ued to work very concretely on the issue of min-
ing, with special attention to the cries of those at 
the grassroots who most immediately feel the 
negative effects of mining practices around the 
world.  The groups with whom we most actively 
collaborate are the Integrity of Creation Working 
Group (of the JPIC  promoters located in Rome), 
Romans VI (the JPIC animators of six branches 
of the Franciscan Family), and Franciscans Inter-
national (the Franciscan NGO at the United Na-
tions).  Other groups are associated in the work 
as well, like VIVAT, the Mercy Sisters and RUN 
(Religious at the UN) in New York.   
 
As the work has become more demanding, the 
need for a person to help coordinate these activi-
ties became increasingly evident.  At its October 
meeting the Integrity of Creation Working group 
asked that the OFM Franciscans try to find a per-
son to take on this task.  The resulting search led 
to the choice of Br. Rodrigo Peret, an OFM friar 
from Brazil.  The decision was based on his 
knowledge of land and mining issues, his consid-

erable links with the grassroots, and his capacity 
to foster contacts on the international scene.  He 
has been engaged for one and a half to two years, 
after which a second person will be found for this 
work.  He will be supervised by a team composed 
of three people, one each from the JPIC promot-
ers of Rome, Romans VI and Franciscans Interna-
tional.  
 
He is responsible to collect and provide informa-
tion, analyze data (especially from the mining sur-
vey sent out in 2013) and suggest directions to the 
JPIC promoters in Rome and to those in the Fran-
ciscan Family who are working on the mining is-
sue.  He will work in collaboration with Francis-
cans International.  He will maintain contact with 
JPIC promoters and Franciscans throughout the 
world who are working on the mining issue, help-
ing to create appropriate networks of cooperation 
and serving as liaison with some key grassroots 
groups, which will be very helpful in relation to our 
advocacy efforts. 
 
He began his work in Rome in February of this 
year, and will be part time in Rome and part time 
in Brazil in order to maintain contact with the 
grassroots.  His first month was spent making and 
strengthening contacts.  He met with the Integrity 
of Creation Working Group, Romans VI, the JPIC 
promoters of Rome (Spanish/Portuguese and 
English groups), REPAM (the Pan-Amazon Eccle-
sial Network), ICR-FAO (the working group of reli-
gious at the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations), and was interviewed by Vati-
can Radio.   
 
Together with other allied groups (Franciscan 
Family, Franciscans International, CIDSE, 
Churches and Mining, OFM JPIC Office of Rome, 
Dialogue of the Peoples) he participated in the 
World Social Forum in Tunisia.  He made contact 
with the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, 
which is also very involved with mining issues.  
He, and other allies are now in discussion with the 
Pontifical Council about the possibility of a meet-
ing in Rome of those who suffer the negative ef-
fects of mining.  Rodrigo’s presence in Rome has 
already helped to promote and strengthen our 
commitment to work with those at the grassroots 
who face so many difficulties in relation to the min-
ing industry. 
 

*** http://www.ofm.org/01docum/jpic/

EN_ICJPIC_Jakarta_final.pdf 
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REPAM (Pan-Amazon Ecclesial Network) was 
founded in Brasilia, Brasil, in September 2014.  Its 
proponents were sent forth to work pastorally in ways 
that are creative and wide-ranging, and that promote 
networking; they were challenged to have  a socio-
political vision that is transforming and prophetic.  In 
the current situation, fraternal networks of collabora-
tion and a concern for international cooperation are 
fundamental to accompany, sustain, position and 
reach the objectives of REPAM in the present and in 
the future.  
 
The defense of life in the Pan-Amazon region de-
mands a change of vision in regard to development on 
the part of the most industrialized countries, where 
their approach to the world and society is predomi-
nantly individualist and based on limitless consump-
tion.  Such a vision has grave consequences in this 
region (among others) which are rich in diversity, and 
very vulnerable and damaged.  At the same time, the 
Pan-Amazon region is a source of life for the entire 
planet.  It represents many expressions of human, 
cultural and environmental wealth which are becoming 
increasingly essential elements in questions regarding 
the viability of a dignified and just life for future genera-
tions.  The Church, which has been present in this 
region for centuries, accepts today the challenge of 
responding in a joint way as an international network, 
with the objective of defending dignity and life through-
out the region. 
 
Follow up events in Rome in March 2015: 
 
Presentation of Card. Cláudio Hummes at REPAM 
Press Conference 02.03.2015 
Pope Francis has strongly encouraged us in this direc-
tion when, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, for World Youth 
Day in 2013, he said to the Brazilian bishops: "The 
Amazon region is at a decisive moment, it is a test 

case for the Church and for society.”  He added: “It is a 
strong call for respect and care for the entire creation 
that God has entrusted to us, not to exploit it savagely, 
but to make it into a garden.”  And he said further: “I 
would like to see the work of the Church in the Amazon 
region promoted and renewed.”  The creation of the 
Pan-Amazon Ecclesial Network can be seen as just 
such a promotion and renewal of the work of the Church 
in the Amazon, so desired by the Holy Father.  There, 
with courage and determination, the Church seeks to be 
a missionary, merciful and prophetic presence, close to 
all people, especially the poorest, the excluded, the 
rejected, the forgotten and the wounded.  It is a Church 
with an “Amazonian face” and an “indigenous clergy,” 
as proposed by the Pope in his previously mentioned 
talk to the Brazilian bishops. 
 
The Amazon is “a biome where life is present in its 
mega-diversity as a gift of God for all.  However it is a 
land that is increasingly devastated and imperiled (from 
the founding declaration of REPAM).  Deforestation has 
been ongoing for years and is growing, along with mega
-projects for agriculture and hydro-electric energy, ex-
traction of oil and other mineral wealth, monoculture 
and climate change.  These realities place in grave risk 
the natural environment, the dignity of the local popula-
tions, and their self-determination.  This is especially 
true for the indigenous peoples, the river people, the 
campesinos, those of African descent and the poor in 
the local cities. 
 
For this reason the Church wants to create a network to 
unite forces, to promote mutual encouragement, and to 
have a more significant prophetic voice on the interna-
tional scene in regard to the Amazon and its people. 
To conclude I would like to ask those of you present, 
local and world-wide media professionals, not to forget 
the Amazon.  It is crucial for the future of humanity.  
Thank you. (Continued on next page) 
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Presentation of Card. Peter Kodwo Appiah Turk-
son 
For many years some Latin American Churches have 
organized to meet the needs of the Amazon region.  
The Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, which 
follows with interest these initiatives, has sought to 
accompany and support the Pan-Amazon Ecclesial 
Network (REPAM) since its creation last September in 
Brasilia.  On the occasion of the meeting of the coordi-
nation of the network, which will begin this afternoon, 
we are very pleased to present REPAM at this press 
conference. 
 
I would like to address two aspects: the distinguishing 
characteristics of REPAM and the reason for which 
this project is being presented in Rome. 
The principal characteristics of REPAM are: 
 
a. Transnationality: the high number of countries in-
volved is due to an awareness that effective action to 
address the challenges of the region goes beyond the 
borders of any single state and demands a synergy of 
all the interested nations.  It includes the Secretariat of 
REPAM, the various dioceses, and other initiatives of 
the Church in the various countries, without forgetting 
that since its inception REPAM has worked with the 
Holy See and with CELAM and with the organs of both 
these entities. 
 
b. Ecclesiality: besides working transnationally, RE-
PAM proposes to create harmonious collaboration 
between the various components of the Church: reli-
gious Congregations, dioceses, Caritas, different 
Catholic associations and foundations, and lay groups. 
c. An effort to care for life: REPAM was born to re-
spond to important challenges.  There is in play the 
defense of the life of various communities, which add 
up to more than 30 million people.  They are threat-
ened by pollution, by radical and rapid change to the 
ecosystem on which they depend, and by the lack of 
concern for basic human rights.  This is brought about 
by uncontrolled deforestation, or by intensive mining 
and agricultural projects carried out without consulting 
or involving the local Amazon peoples in respect to 
their dignity. 
 
 

 
Presentation of Bishop Pedro Ricardo Barreto 
Jimeno, S.I.: The Birth and Commitment of REPAM 
REPAM was created as the response of God to the 
urgent need to care for life in harmony with nature, 
building on the ample and diverse presence of the 
Church in Pan-Amazonia. 
 
We reaffirm the words of Pope Francis: “The Church is 
not in the Amazon like someone with their bags packed 
ready to leave after exploiting it.  She has been there 
since the beginning with missionaries, religious congre-
gations, priests, laity and bishops, and her presence is 
decisive for the region” (Pope Francis in Rio de Janeiro, 
07.27.13). 
 
For this reason REPAM is called to be a true fraternal 
experience, a caravan of solidarity and a sacred pilgrim-
age, so as to respond in an effective and organic way to 
the cries of the present and future people of Amazonia. 
The creation of REPAM has been guided by the Depart-
ment of Justice and Solidarity of CELAM (Latin Ameri-
can Episcopal Conference), by the Episcopal Commis-
sion for the Amazon of the CNBB (Episcopal Confer-
ence of Brazil), by the presidencies of the Caritas Se-
cretariat for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(SELACC), by the Confederation of Religious of Latin 
America and the Caribbean (CLAR), and by the mis-
sionaries who have dedicated their lives to the work in 
Pan-Amazonia. 
 
We sincerely thank the Pontifical Council for Justice and 
Peace, in the person of Cardinal Peter Turkson and his 
team, for their invaluable support in the growth of the 
Pan-Amazon Ecclesial Network. 
 
Meeting to present and define horizons of REPAM, 
March 2nd and 3rd. Three friars participated from the 
JPIC Office of Rome, Joe Rozansky , Fabio Lamour 
and Rodrigo Peret. During the meeting the following 
points were treated:  
Sharing the advances of REPAM, steps taken and ac-
tual challenges, and presentation of the preliminary 
proposal for the network. Strategic objectives were pri-
oritized. 
Elaboration of international networks of REPAM to ac-
company its development in the global context.  
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The International Congregations of Religious 
(ICR) is a Catholic association of more than 20 
international congregations of men and women 
religious, whose members work in many coun-
tries, living and working among the people, 
many of whom suffer hunger.  Its office is in 
Rome, close to the building of FAO.  Br. Fabio 
Lamour OFM is a member of the ICR – FAO 
group and he represents Franciscans Interna-
tional and Romans VI. 
  

* ICR – FAO MISSION:  Filled with life 
by the Gospel message of hope, in-
spired through the teaching of the So-
cial Doctrine of the Church, and chal-
lenged by the reality of continuing pov-
erty and food insecurity in our world, 
the ICR members have come together 
to say ‘no more hunger’ and to work 
together with others to ensure that all 
people have adequate, nutritious food 
and the means to access it. 

 
Recently some members of ICR-FAO met with 
FAO General Director  Professor José 
Graziano da Silva and the Deputy Director of 
FAO’s Office for Partnerships, Rolf Hackbart.  
Some information on the meeting: 
 
On March 13, 2015, we met in Rome at FAO 
headquarters with General Director José 
Graziano da Silva.  Our group was composed 

of Brothers Fabio Lamour and Rodrigo Peret 
(Franciscans), Ken Thesing (Maryknoll) and Jesus 
Aristin (Passionist).  We represented the Interna-
tional Religious Congregations at FAO (ICR-FAO).  
We were looking to identify new areas of joint col-
laboration in order to strengthen our partnership 
with FAO.  Issues that were highlighted included 
the fight against hunger, malnutrition, rural pov-
erty, land, water, mining, agro-ecology and coop-
eratives.  We were searching for dialogue and 
convergences with FAO, starting out from the real-
ity of campesinos, the landless and farmers, with 
whom we as religious live and work in various 
countries.  
 
To know more: 

 

About FAO: http://www.fao.org/about/en/ 

FAO Report: State of Food Insecurity in the 

World 2015 

Full SOFI 2015 Report (PDF) 

 About ICR-FAO and other related issues:  

http://www.jpicroma.org/#!icr-at-fao/chkc 
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On December 18 Francesca Restifo held a working 
session in Rome with representatives of Roman VI 
and other representatives of religious groups to pre-
sent the handbook on extreme poverty sponsored by 
Franciscans International. The goal of the workshop 
was to get feedback from participants about situations 
of extreme poverty.  Between September and Decem-
ber 2014 Franciscans international carried out field 
tests around the world for feedback and inputs to the 
first version of the handbook, in order to ensure that it 
would truly reflect the needs of the grassroots. The 
objective of the working session was to evaluate the 
content of the draft handbook and to share experi-
ences and practices that could improve the text. In 
addition participants discussed the next steps for the 
handbook, including its world-wide dissemination.  
 
 
Extreme poverty traps people in a vicious cycle  
Extreme poverty is defined as “the combination of 
income poverty, human development poverty and 
social exclusion” and it is “characterised by the sus-
tained or chronic deprivation of the resources, capa-
bilities, choices, security and power necessary for an 
adequate standard of living and other [human] rights”. 
People living in extreme poverty face systematic and 
prolonged threats to the enjoyment of their fundamen-
tal rights and this, in turn, perpetuates their condition 
because their chances of exercising or regaining their 
rights in the future are severely compromised. Ex-
treme poverty traps people in a vicious cycle of mutu-
ally reinforcing factors such as powerlessness, stig-
matization, discrimination, exclusion, and material 
deprivation. 
 
Extreme poverty and human rights abuses  
Franciscans International is firmly convinced that 
fighting Extreme Poverty requires a Rights-Based 
approach, based on participation and empowerment, 
inclusion, transparency, equality and non-
discrimination. This is because extreme poverty and 
human rights abuses are intrinsically linked. Extreme 

poverty is both a cause and a consequence of 
human rights violations and an enabling condition 
for other abuses. People living in extreme poverty 
face severe obstacles to accessing their rights 
and entitlements.  
 
Successful policies in favour of poverty re-
duction should include human rights compo-
nents 
Extreme poverty is not inevitable and human 
rights are critical to creating a way out of the pov-
erty-cycle. Governments have the first responsi-
bility in fighting extreme poverty. Consequently, 
successful policies in favour of poverty reduction 
should include human rights components. Re-
searchers and experiences show that a human 
rights approach to poverty reduction provides a 
framework for the long-term eradication of ex-
treme poverty based on the recognition of people 
living in extreme poverty as rights holders and 
agents of change. 

 
The UN Guiding Principles on Extreme Poverty and 
Human Rights 
In 2012 the UN adopted a revolutionary set of guiding 
principles (global policy guidelines) that focus on the 
human rights of people living in poverty. This is the first 
document in which the UN defines extreme poverty as a 
human rights violation and therefore sees governments 
as the first duty bearers (responsible).  Franciscans 
International, with its partner organization ATD Fourth 
World, have adapted the UN Guiding Principles on Ex-
treme Poverty and Human Rights into a simple and 
comprehensible form. We have developed an important 
tool for social workers and activists working at the com-
munity level to help people living in poverty, the hand-
book “Human Rights and People Living in Extreme 
Poverty”.  
 
Empowering community workers and encouraging 
active participation in policy making processes 
This handbook explains the steps they can take to edu-
cate people living in poverty to understand and claim 
their rights. It offers steps one needs to take while en-
gaging the grassroots community, useful and practical 
tips and case studies. It also aims at empowering com-
munity workers and at encouraging active participation 
in policy making processes. It also offers a wide range 
of actions related to advocacy to claim the rights of peo-
ple living in poverty. It is the result of many months of 
hard work of human rights lawyers and social work ex-
perts.  “Poverty is slavery” and “poverty attacks the dig-
nity of the person” were the recurrent issues of the 
round table discussion. All participants actively contrib-
uted to the working session and committed to follow-up 
once the handbook is finalised by end of May.     

 
 

For more information about FI: 

 

http://www.franciscansinternational.org/ 

 

  

CONTACT JULY 2015 

FI - WORKSHOP ON EXTREME POVERTY 

http://www.franciscansinternational.org/


11 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 1 

The JPIC course for 2016 will be held April 4-15, in Rome, at the Pontifical University Anto-

nianum.  The theme of the course will be Laudato Si’: the Encyclical of Pope Francis and the 

Challenges of Environmental Justice.  It will be offered in English, Spanish and Italian.  In the 

spirit of Saint Francis of Assisi, the message of Pope Francis invites us to be concerned with 

the care of our common home, our Sister, Mother Earth.  In a commentary on the encyclical, 

Leonardo Boff noted that: 

 

“The tender and fraternal spirit of Saint Francis of Assisi is present throughout the text of the 

encyclical Laudato Si’.  Our current situation is not the announcement of a tragedy, but rather 

a challenge to care for our common home and for one another.  The text is light, poetic and 

joyful in the Spirit, and it contains an unshakeable hope that even if the threat is big, bigger 

still is the opportunity to solve our ecological problems. 

He finishes, poetically, with the words “Beyond the sun,” saying: “We journey singing.  Our 

struggles and concerns for the planet must not take away our happiness and hope” (#244). 

It is fitting to finish with the final words of the Earth Charter, which the Pope himself cites 

(#207): “Let ours be a time remembered for the awakening of a new reverence for life, the 

firm resolve to achieve sustainability, the quickening of the struggle for justice and peace, and 

the joyful celebration of life.”” 

 

The 2016 JPIC course will be an opportunity to reflect on the principal themes of the encycli-

cal, and to find ways to implement its message in our life and work.  As usual, it will also offer 

practical help for those who have been chosen to serve as JPIC animators.  
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ANNOUNCEMENT 2 

Materials of JPIC published at ACTA ORDINIS: 

 

 - Acta Ordinis Fratrum Minorum 2014/03 

 *Los Encuentros Continentales de Animadores de JPIC de la 
Orden de los Frailes Menores en el sexenio 2009-2015  (ESP) 
http://www.ofm.org/acta/2014c/ACTA_201403.pdf     pagina 491. 
 

 - Acta Ordinis Fratrum Minorum 2014/02 
 *Documento Francescani per l’ecologia In occasione del 
35° anniversario della proclamazione di san Francesco d’Assisi 
patrono dell’ecologia (ITA) 
 *Three International Council JPIC Meetings during the pe-
riod 2009-2014 (ENG) 

http://www.ofm.org/acta/2014b/ACTA_201402.pdf   pagina 297. 

 
 - Acta Ordinis Fratrum Minorum 2014/01 

 *Los Curso de JPIC en la Pontificia Universidad Antonianum 
sexenio 2009-2015 (ESP) 
http://www.ofm.org/acta/2014a/ACTA_201401.pdf  Pagina 135. 
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http://www.ofm.org/ofm/?p=9017&lang=it
http://www.ofm.org/acta/2014c/ACTA_201403.pdf
http://www.ofm.org/ofm/?p=8375&lang=it
http://www.ofm.org/acta/2014b/ACTA_201402.pdf
http://www.ofm.org/ofm/?p=7959&lang=it
http://www.ofm.org/acta/2014a/ACTA_201401.pdf

