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Brother Joe Rozansky, Di-

rector of the Rome JPIC Of-

fice, recently spent eight 

days in Vietnam.  During 

that time he visited Ho Chi 

Minh City (Saigon), the 

Central Highlands, the east 

coast and Hanoi, and was 

able to experience much of 

the life and ministry of the 

friars, along with the beauty 

of the country. 

 

The visit began with an ori-

entation at the Provincial 

Curia in Ho Chi Minh City, and visits to two 

parishes that the friars run there.  Time was 

spent with a friar who has dedicated most of 

his life to translating the Bible (different ver-

sions: for youth, children, annotated, etc.) 

into Vietnamese.  Joe spoke to the aspirants, 

philosophers and theologians of the province 

(who numbered well over one hundred), fol-

lowed by a visit to the Poor Clares across the 

street. 

 

In Dalat, he stayed at the novitiate.  He spoke 

to the novices about the work of JPIC, and 

was also able to tour the flower seed project, 

where the friars cultivate seeds and small 

plants, and then sell them to others who grow 

flowers.  The project helps to sustain the fri-

ars at the novitiate. 

 

The time spent in the Central Highlands in-

cluded visits to various parishes and commu-

nities where the friars serve the ethnic minori-

ties located there.  He also made a quick visit 

to a popular shrine where youth from the 

seven northern Vietnamese dioceses were 

meeting; organizers expected about 20,000 

participants at the gathering. 

 

In Hanoi Joe visited a house where the friars 

are involved in different ministries, including 

teaching and pastoral work at a church just 

across the way from the friary. 

 

From Hanoi, Joe returned to Ho Chi Minh 

City.  A quick trip allowed him 

to speak to the more than 30 pos-

tulants of the province, and he 

made a visit to another commu-

nity of Poor Clares.  Back in Ho 

Chi Minh City the visit ended 

with a meeting of some provin-

cial Definitors, and with those 

responsible for JPIC and Evange-

lization in the province.  Joe dis-

cussed the work of the JPIC Of-

fice and the friars reflected on the 

challenges that they face in their 

life and ministry. 
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Joe Rozansky of the Rome JPIC 

Office recently attended the II 

Latin American Meeting on 

Churches and Mining.  It was held 

in Brasilia, December 2-5, 2014.  

About 85 people participated from 

13 countries of Latin American 

and the Caribbean, including 

Catholic representatives from 

various religious Congregations, 

dioceses, organizations and the 

Bishops’ Conference of Brazil 

(CNBB), along with representa-

tives from several other Christian 

denominations.  We shared our common commit-

ment to work with and defend those affected 

negatively by the extractive industry, in the con-

text of increasing violence throughout the conti-

nent.  The meeting continued the reflections of 

the I Latin American Meeting on Churches and 

Mining, held in Lima, Peru, in 2013. 

 

Issues addressed at the meeting included the ac-

tual world economic model, the activities of the 

big extractive companies, the complicity of na-

tional governments in these activities, the viola-

tions against the Human Rights of those affected, 

including displacement from land, threats, vio-

lence, murder, and the increased destruction of 

the environment.  In fidelity to the Gospel of Je-

sus Christ participants sought ways to promote 

the common good of all by establishing a network 

of cooperation among ourselves and those at the 

grassroots.  A letter announcing the meeting and 

the concerns of the participants was sent to the 

president of every country represented at the 

gathering.  A network of communication was es-

tablished, along with a steering committee to help 

coordinate the activities of the organizations pre-

sent at the meeting.  It was also decided to seek an 

audience with the Holy Father for those most af-

fected by the negative consequences of the mining 

industry. 

 

Aware of the common responsibility that we have 

received from God our Creator, participants 

sought ways to defend our brothers and sisters 

throughout the continent, both current and future 

generations, along with our sister Mother Earth.  

In harmony with the cultural diversity of the conti-

nent and the diverse cosmovisions of its peoples, 

participants celebrated in word and song the deep 

spirituality that is the foundation of our work for a 

better world.  This spirituality embraces our pro-

phetic mission to defend Life and Creation, and 

which calls all Christians to live the Gospel mes-

sage in concrete ways, faithful to our option for 

those who are impoverished. 

 

Those present committed ourselves to promote an 

international network for dialogue, action and 

condemnation of problem situations.  It will be 

done in cooperation with other religious 

actors like Franciscans International, 

Vivat International, Mercy International, 

CIDSE, the Pan-Amazon Ecclesial Net-

work and the Pontifical Council for Jus-

tice and Peace.  It will also include so-

cial actors like OCMAL (Observatory 

for Mining Conflicts in Latin America) 

and other social groups throughout the 

continent who share our vision and con-

cerns. 

 

For further information in Spanish see: 

iglesiaymineria@gmail.com  
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1. God  has  a Life Project for Creation, and we are 

called  to collaborate 

Until recent times religious – like all the People of 

God – have hardly been aware of the fact that within 

our call to mission is a call to care for creation. We 

were accustomed to think that God’s salvation was 

something that affected only us.  However, current 

biblical theology makes it clear that the entire crea-

tion, humanity and all other creatures, is called to sal-

vation, to fullness of life.  We can recall, for example, 

Saint Paul’s vision that everything was created in 

Christ (1Cor 8:6; Col 1:15-20) and will be brought 

together in Christ (Eph 1: 13-14; 2: 1-10; Rom 8: 28-

30). 

 

2. But we have failed in our responsibility and have 

made the world a place of death. 

we are confronted with an ecological crisis which 

threatens the very structures sustaining life on our 

planet.  Climate change is certainly one of the biggest 

expressions of the process that the planetary ecosys-

tem is undergoing.  It manifests itself in various ways: 

air pollution, contamination and progressive drying up 

of aquifers, loss of arable land, deforestation of criti-

cal zones. 

 

3. Causes of the Ecological Crisis 

The development model adopted since colonial times 

is rigidly economic, industrialist, extractivist, capital-

ist, consumerist and excluding.  It promotes unlimited 

growth, but only for part of the world’s population, 

and at the cost of the majority who are being ex-

ploited.  It is a model that has no desire to recognize 

that natural resources are limited and that many are 

being exhausted.  It has needed and continues to need 

great quantities of energy which has basically been 

supplied by fossil fuels, principally oil. 

   

4. Change of Culture, Values, Model of Develop-

ment and Lifestyle 

A change of culture and mentality is necessary, which 

begins with the recognition that in God’s creation 

everything is interrelated.  According to current sci-

ence, a basic rule of the universe is that of intercon-

nection.  Human beings and nature form a single com-

munity of life and planet Earth is a living organism; 

like a mother she feeds and nourishes all her crea-

tures.  There is a close relationship between all beings, 

so individual wellbeing is inseparable from collective 

wellbeing.  People need to live fraternally within this 

community of life, together with all that has been cre-

ated, not above it in domination. (…) 

 

 

 

5. What do we mean by “new lifestyle”. 
The theme of a “new lifestyle” has taken on increased 

importance with the growing awareness that our con-

sumerist societies are unsustainable, and that they 

clearly contrast with the call to responsibility for the 

poor, the planet and future generations which is found 

in Catholic Social Teaching, very concretely in Caritas 

in Veritate 48-51.  Such an unsustainable lifestyle cries 

out for change.   

 

6. Concerning the wisdom that comes from faith 

Our faith has to be a light and a great force in order to 

continue to build this new lifestyle because, primarily, 

it tells us that things as they stand are not in conformity 

with the will of God and, even more so, that this situa-

tion in which we find ourselves is not inevitable.  

A new relationship with things: In general, it is not 

true that to consume more things increases happiness. 

We can end up living a consumerism that consumes us.  

A new relationship with people: A new lifestyle has 

to recuperate the richness of human relationships that 

are fundamental for happiness and flavor in life.  

A new relationship with nature: We need to pass 

from the indiscriminate use of nature to environmental 

responsibility; from environmental dominance and vio-

lence to respect for creation. 

A new relationship with the problems of our own 

society and the world: We need to move from indif-

ference in the face of the problems of our society and 

the world to solidarity and responsibility.  

 

7. Three levels: personal, communal, and institu-

tional 

 A new lifestyle cannot involve only the per-

sonal sphere of life, but must also touch the communal 

dimension, both ecclesial and social.  It must evolve 

until it produces change in our socio-economic, politi-

cal and cultural systems and structures. It is not enough 

for change to be personal, even if such change is indis-

pensible because without it there will be no global 

change.  Rather, it is necessary to act on all three levels 

in a progressive and circular way. 

 

 Our personal choices must be disseminated.  

They must be proposed in our fraternities and groups, 

in our schools and parishes, in our neighborhoods and 

towns in such a way that the new lifestyle may be 

transformed into new collective ways and customs that 

will eventually provoke change in civil society and in 

the ecclesial community. The new lifestyle demands a 

major educational program. 
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Modules for workshops on peacebuild-
ing, conflict management, and reconcilia-
tion  

 
JPIC Office and Animation Committee 
OFM - Rome 2013 
 
INTRODUCTION AND INSTRUCTIONS 

 

Dear JPIC animators, friars, members of the 

Franciscan Family and other interested people, 

the OFM JPIC Office in Rome and the OFM 

Animation Committee for JPIC are happy to pre-

sent this toolkit.  If offers very practical materials 

on the topic of peacebuilding and reconciliation. 

The inspiration for this toolkit came from the 

JPIC Course at the Antonianum, the Animation 

Committee and more recently from the Interna-

tional Council for JPIC (ICJPIC), which was 

held in Nairobi in 2012.  

 

Mandate 43.3 of the 2009 General Chapter reads 

that “in the next six-year period (2009-2015) all 

the Entities of the Order, with the help of the 

JPIC Office, should commit themselves to pro-

mote active nonviolence in our lives, with par-

ticular emphasis on the resolution of conflicts.”  

The mandate highlights the concern we Francis-

cans should have for conflict management, and 

the conviction that the way to do peacebuilding 

is by nonviolent resolution of conflicts, whether 

in group or social settings. 

 

This toolkit can help to address these concerns in 

many different contexts, from local chapters to 

youth groups, from parish groups to short re-

treats.  The material is easy to use and very prac-

tical. It offers many resources and good explana-

tions to guide your preparations. Most exercises 

are taken from a Training Manual on peacebuild-

ing prepared by Caritas International.  We se-

lected the exercises that seem most significant 

for us and have added Franciscan and biblical 

elements. 

 

The first two chapters present general informa-

tion about peacebuilding.  You will also receive 

practical information that will help prepare those 

who will be trainers for the workshops. The con-

tent is divided in two parts or dimensions:  the 

individual and group dimension, and the social 

and political dimension.  The various chapters are 

presented as modules (for short meetings) or as a 

process (for longer seminars or weekend retreats). 

Each module takes about half a day. 

 

This material is prepared first of all for our JPIC 

animators, but it can be used by the entire Francis-

can family and by others who want to enter more 

deeply into the work of peacebuilding.  Do not be 

afraid to use the toolkit; it is self-explanatory and 

very dynamic.  We hope you enjoy working with 

the material.   

 

Fabio Lamour OFM and Markus Fuhrmann OFM 
 

 

Words can be walls –  

                         or windows… 
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A festive Mass to commemorate 

the 35th anniversary of the proc-

lamation of Saint Francis as Pa-

tron of Ecology was celebrated 

at the  Basilica of the XII Apos-

tles on Thursday, December 18, 

at 18:30.  The Minister General 

of the Conventual Friars, Br. 

Marco Tasca, presided.  Other 

Ministers General were also pre-

sent, along with representatives 

of many Congregations that 

compose the Franciscan Family.   

 

The celebration was promoted by 

Romans VI, the group of JPIC 

animators for the Franciscan 

Family. 

 

“Among the holy and admirable men who have 

revered nature as a wonderful gift of God to the 

human race, St Francis of Assisi deserves special 

consideration.  For he, in a special way, deeply 

sensed the universal works of the Creator and, 

filled with a certain divine spirit, sang that very 

beautiful ‘Canticle of the Creatures’.  Through 

them, Brother Sun most powerful and Sister 

Moon and the stars of heaven, he offered fitting 

praise, glory, honor and all blessing to the most 

high, all-powerful, good Lord.”  Thus begins the 

Papal Bull of John Paul II that proclaims “Saint 

Francis of Assisi the heavenly patron of those 

who care for ecology.”  It was signed 35 years 

ago on November 29, 1979.   Since then atten-

tion to and awareness of the environment and 

Nature have moved center stage and become cru-

cial in the daily decisions of everyone.  

 

In preparation for this event a website (http://

francis35.org/) was launched to promote a joint 

celebration for the entire Franciscan Family and 

for all those who are concerned with the care of 

Creation.  The site offers in 12 languages various 

instruments to help promote the anniversary, in-

cluding: a reflection on the celebration itself, the 

Papal Bull of John Paul II, a Eucharistic celebra-

tion, an ecumenical prayer, norms for promoting 

an interreligious celebration, the Mayan Cross 

Prayer, Prayers of the Faithful, and an article on 

the Care of Creation from the perspective of Fran-

ciscan spirituality. 

 

The message was sent to Franciscans 

throughout the world, inviting them to 

celebrate in the way most appropriate 

to their own country and culture.  

They were asked to include everyone: 

the entire Franciscan Family, laity, 

diocesan organizations, ecumenical 

and interreligious groups, and all peo-

ple of good will.  All are invited to 

come together for a common purpose: 

to foster among all people a greater 

concern for Creation in the spirit of 

Saint Francis. 
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 On November 9 Rome celebrated its first Dioce-

san Day for the Care of Creation.  In was held in 

center city, in the Piazza of the Holy Apostles.  

The day was sponsored by the Central Zone of the 

Roman Vicariate (Bishop Matteo Zuppi), in col-

laboration with 12 Holy Apostles Parish and the 

Franciscan Family of Lazio.  Inspiration for the 

day came from Fr. Adriano Sella, missionary and 

apostle of the movement for New Lifestyles.  He 

is the coordinator of the Interdiocesan New Life-

styles Network.  For some time now he has been 

promoting a new mentality marked by the Gospel 

and based on new relationships with people, with 

things, with nature and with the world. 

 

The initiative is in line with the national program 

of the Italian Bishops Conference.  It is meant to 

reaffirm the important alliance between humanity 

– caretaker of Creation – and God – its author.  It 

celebrates the interrelationship between people, 

things and the surrounding environment.  It pro-

motes a vision that favors communion over frag-

mentation and that respects the way God has es-

tablished a harmony between colors, languages, 

cultures and faces. 

 

The objective of this 1st Diocesan Day for the 

Care of Creation was to encourage every Church 

to take up the task of caring for Creation, and in 

so doing to protect the great gift that comes from 

God.  It was meant to help foster greater respect 

and love for the entire Creation of God. 

 

During the event, Holy Apostles Piazza was 

ringed with stands and educational workshops 

which were organized to help understand better 

and interact with new ways of living.  These new 

ways of living are based on the quality of human 

relationships (in the home, workplace and soci-

ety), and on respect for the other and for the envi-

ronment (promoting better care of primary re-

sources like water; better management of waste; 

and a more critical 

and ethical approach 

to consumption, in 

solidarity with oth-

ers).  The event also 

sought to build 

bridges of brother-

hood between cul-

tures by offering vari-

ous ethnic presenta-

tions. 

 

The day began with a 

celebration of the 

Eucharist in the Ba-

silica of the 12 Holy Apostles, a way of praising the 

Creator for the great gift we have received.  It con-

tinued in the piazza in a way that promoted the re-

sponsibility of all present to care for Creation by 

commitment to a new Lifestyle.   

 

The day was made festive by the presence of musical 

and theatrical groups, along with many ethnic and 

international groups as well.  The day ended with a 

discussion in which  Bishop Mario Toso (Pontifical 

Council for Justice and Peace) and Prof. Leonardo 

Becchetti (Tor Vergata University) participated, fol-

lowed by an ecumenical prayer service and projec-

tion of the video “Canticle of the Creatures.” 

 

Many organization and associations took part in the 

event, including Caritas Rome and the JPIC Offices 

of the OFM and the Conventuals.  Many ethnic 

groups were present: Romanian, Ukranian, Indian, 

Philippine, Ecuadorian, Bolivian, Peruvian, Sri 

Lankan and African. 
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The ecumenical prayer at the Catacombs of St. 
Domitilla on November 16th was the highlight of 
the 50th anniversary celebration of the conclu-
sion of the Vatican II Council. The event was or-
ganized by the JPIC  Spanish-Portuguese Pro-
moters Group in Rome. Despite the heavy rains 
throughout the day, about 150 people gathered 
to pray and reflect on the invitation of the 40 Bi-
shops-Council Fathers Intuition for the whole 
Church  to live humbly at the service of poor. Let 
us make our own the words of the bishops during 
this whole year:“… Placing ourselves in thought 
and in prayer before the Trinity, the Church of 
Christ, and all the priests and faithful of our dio-
ceses, with humility and awareness of our wea-
kness, but also with all the determination and all 
the strength that God desires to grant us by his 
grace, we commit ourselves …” to be poor 
church servants of the poor. 

 
The Pact of the Catacombs (Domitilla)  

A poor servant Church  

As VATICAN COUNCIL II drew to a close in 

1965, 40 bishops met at night in the Domitilla 

Catacombs outside Rome. In that holy place of 

Christian dead they celebrated the Eucharist and 

signed a document that expressed their personal 

commitments as bishops to the ideals of the 

Council under the suggestive title of the Pact of 

the Catacombs. The only place we have found its 

complete text transcribed is in the Chronicle of 

Vatican II by the Franciscan bishop Boaventura 

Kloppenburg. He titled the document Pact of the 

Servant and Poor Church. It is known that the 

bishops were led by Archbishop Helder Camara 

of Recife, Brazil, one of the widely respected 20
th
 

century champions of justice and peace. Later 

on, Cardinal Roger Etchagaray, who served as 

honorary president of the Pontifical Council, Ju-

stice and Peace, also signed it.  

“We, bishops assembled in the Second Vati-
can Council, are conscious of the deficiencies 
of our lifestyle in terms of evangelical poverty. 
Motivated by one another in an initiative in 
which each of us has tried avoid ambition and 
presumption, we unite with all our brothers in 
the episcopacy and rely above all on the gra-
ce and strength of Our Lord Jesus Christ and 
on the prayer of the faithful and the priests in 
our respective dioceses. Placing ourselves in 
thought and in prayer before the Trinity, the 
Church of Christ, and all the priests and fai-
thful of our dioceses, with humility and aware-
ness of our weakness, but also with all the 
determination and all the strength that God 
desires to grant us by his grace, we commit 
ourseves to the following: 
 
http://www.sedosmission.org/web/en/news/137-the-

pact-of-the-catacombs-domitilla 
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 Background and Historical Context 
The idea of creating an Indonesian network of Franciscans who work in JPIC ministry came from Br. Petrus 
Kanisius Aman OFM, JPIC director for the OFM Province of Indonesia.  The idea was endorsed by all partici-
pants at a meeting on August 23, 2008, and their goal was to disseminate JPIC values as part of the DNA of 
the life and ministry of all Franciscans in Indonesia. 
To promote this goal it was agreed to hold an annual meeting of INFO JPIC.  Congregations take turns to host 

the meeting.  The meetings held and the issues they dealt with are: 
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The evaluation of the meeting was very positive.  Participants decided to hold the next meeting in 2015, 

hosted by the Franciscan Sisters of Semarang.  The next theme will be: TO BE PEACEMAKERS IN THE CON-

TEXT OF INTERFAITH DIALOGUE.  Participants suggested that an invitation be extended to those from 

other congregations, religions, dioceses, and NGOs. 

DATE INFO 
MEETING 

THEME HOST NUMBER PRE-
SENT 

27 July-2 August 2008 I Franciscans in the face 
of global capitalism 

JPIC OFM Indo-
nesia 

Approximately 
30 Franciscans 

6-10 December 2008 II Human Rights JPIC OFM Indo-
nesia 

Approximately 
25 Franciscans 

7-13 August 2009 III Social analysis and 
Church social Teaching 

JPIC OFM Indo-
nesia 

Approximately 
25 Franciscans 
and lay people 

1-14 August 20010 IV Training for investiga-
tive research 

JPIC OFMCap 
Indonesia 

Approximately 
35 Franciscans 
and lay people 

8-16 August 2011 V JPIC animators: reli-
ability and quality 

JPIC FSGM 
(Sisters of St. 
Francis of the 
Martyr St. 
George) 

Approximately 
35 Franciscans 
and lay people. 
(FI Bangkok was 
present) 

21-30 August 2012 VI Paralegals Sisters of St. 
Francis of Char-
ity in Palem-
bang 

Approximately 
59 Franciscans 
and lay people. 

29 October-2 November 
2012 

VII Indigenous Peoples JPIC OFM Indo-
nesia 

Approximately 
31 Franciscans 
and lay people 
with FI Geneva 

27 August-3 September 
2013 

VIII Human Trafficking in 
Indonesia 

Sisters Francis-
can of Sambas 

Approximately 
55 Franciscans 
and lay people. 

19-26 August 2014 IX Ecological destruction 
and impoverishment of 
society 

Franciscan Mis-
sionaries of 
Mary (FMM 
Indonesia) 

Approximately 
72 Franciscans 
and lay people: 
16 Franciscan 
Congregations 
and 2 others, 2 
Dioceses, FI,  
Vivat Inter., 
Walhi and Green 
Peace. 
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 Franciscan Community of San Damián among 
the Displaced 

Franciscan Foundation of Saint Thomas More 
 

Franciscan Province of Saint Paul the Apostle 
Colombia 

 
More than a decade ago a group of laity and fri-
ars of Saint Paul the Apostle Province in Colom-
bia established a presence among the victims of 
violence on the Caribbean coast of this South 
American country.  The people of this region of 
Colombia have been submitted to very cruel vio-
lence by groups of various tendencies.  They all 
have one aim: to take the land of the campesinos 
and to force them into the peripheries of the big 
cities. 
 
This violence has torn the social fabric, which 
now demands attention, repair and care.  In this 
context lay people and friars once again here the 
voice of the Lord: “Repair my house which is fal-
ling into ruin.”  In this spirit the Franciscan Com-
munity of San Damián founded among the dis-
placed people the NGO for human rights called 
the Franciscan Foundation of Saint Thomas 
More (fftomasmoro@yahoo.es).    Its objective 
is to build and nuture a utopia of new 
relationships based on solidarity, justice, peace, 
brotherhood with creation, tenderness and care. 
 
The Saint Thomas More Foundation is a Francis-
can organization to promote human rights.  It is 
part of the JPIC Commission of the Franciscan 
Family of Colombia.  It serves not only the vic-
tims of armed conflict, but also groups through-
out Colombia that seek to live in a Franciscan 
way; it does this through workshops on spiritual-
ity, ecology, Franciscan sources, and also 
through psycho-juridical workshops, painting, 
literature, social analysis and political formation 
that helps to create a culture of citizenship and 
peace.  It maintains a close relationship with the 
Franciscans International office in New York and 
also with the office in Cochabamba, which serves 
Latin America. 
 
Characteristically, the foundation is inserted into 
neighborhoods on the periphery where victims of 
violence are found.  The friars and the profes-
sionals who serve the people there do so as a 
clear expression of their faith commitment to the 
impoverished, sharing with them the same living 
conditions found in these regions of Colombia 
devastated by violence. 
 

Besides being part of the Franciscan world, the 
Saint Thomas More Foundation is also an active 
member of various human rights networks in Co-
lombia.  These networks work to build a country of 
justice and peace. 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

 
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE  

WORLD DAY OF PEACE - 1 JANUARY 2015 

NO LONGER SLAVES, BUT BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
XLVIII Giornata Mondiale della Pace 2015 

[ Arabo - Francese - Inglese - Italiano - Polacco - Portoghese - Russo - Spagnolo - Tedesco ] 
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