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It’s Gardening  

Time 

From the Provincial 
The APA 

Preview of a Fraternal and  

Educational Gathering 
 

T he Annual Provincial Assembly of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Province will take place at Nativo 

Lodge in Albuquerque from Monday evening, June 

15th to Thursday morning, June 18th.  The APA will 

begin with prayer and a social time on Monday eve-

ning with the newly-installed Archbishop of Santa 

Fe, John Wester.  The Archbishop, who until recently 

was the Bishop of Salt Lake City, Utah, will be fresh 

from his installation as 

the 12th Archbishop of 

Santa Fe on June 4th.    

 Originally a 

priest of the Archdio-

cese of San Francisco, 

on the day he was in-

troduced as the new 

Archbishop, then 

Bishop Wester imme-

diately mentioned his 

long friendship with 

friars Louis Vitale and John Hardin when he met Jack 

Clark Robinson.  He stated then that he was really 

looking forward to meeting and working with the 

Franciscans in the Archdiocese. 

 The APA will continue with input from two 

members of the Franciscan Interprovincial Team 

(FIT), Richard McManus and Page Polk on Tuesday 

and Wednesday morning.  (See article on page 3)

They will both share with us the activity of the FIT as  

Continued on page 2 

O n Tuesday, May 26th, as part of a contingent of 

160 or so friars from the General Chapter of the 

Order, Minister Provincial Jack Clark Robinson trav-

elled from Assisi to Rome.  After the friars made 

their way past a dozen Swiss Guards and through a 

security check, the friars climbed what seemed like 

hundreds of steps in the Apostolic Palace.  (Bill 

Short, who has a world-class knowledge of Church 

trivia, is certain that the marble steps were shallow 

and quite broad so that in the days 

before elevators, anyone who was 

anyone could ride a horse up the 

steps rather than climbing them!)  

At the top of all of those steps was 

the Celestine Room. There the fri-

ars waited excitedly for the arrival 

of Pope Francis.  

It was only a brief wait before the Pope ar-

rived, actually earlier than scheduled.  The procedure 

for such an audience is quite structured.  Minister 

General Michael Perry spoke for the friars and ad-

dressed the Pope, then the Pope responded.  (A video 

of his remarks is available on the website of the Or-

der under Day 16 of the General Chapter, along with 

the Italian text.)  The Pope had many things to say to 

the friars, but undoubtedly the remark which the fri-

ars will most treasure and remember was, “The peo-

ple of God love you. … Why? You have inherited 

authority with the people of God with your minor-

ity, fraternity, meekness, humility, and poverty.  

Please preserve this!  Do not lose it!  The people 

love you.”   

After the formal remarks, each friar, including 

Jack Clark Robinson, was individually introduced to 

His Holiness.  He shook and kissed his hand, and of 

all things, said "God bless you" to him!  Brian 

Jack and the Pope 

“The people of 

God love you. 

...Please pre-

serve this!  Do 

not lose it!  “ 

http://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/kuer/files/styles/x_large/public/201504/Bishop-John-C.-Wester-of-Salt-Lake-CityCROP.jpg
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(continued from page 1) they work for the Ministers 

Provincial to lead the process of restructuring and 

renewal for the seven U.S. Provinces and seek input 

from the friars of Guadalupe Province.  The meeting 

with Guadalupe Friars will be the first time that the 

FIT has meet with all of the members of a Province 

since they began their full-time work on February 1st, 

though they have been meeting with many, many dif-

ferent individual and groups of friars. 

 The APA will continue with safe-driving in-

structions for the friars of the Province.  These in-

structions will not only help keep the friars safer, 

they will serve to help keep down our insurance 

rates!  All through the APA, the friars will have fra-

ternal time to share with one another and to pray – 

Efren Quintero, newly returned from studies, is pre-

paring prayer for his brothers, while Patrick Schafer 

is once again doing an excellent job of seeing to the 

arrangements with the hotel.  And if you ask, Jack 

will probably tell you more than you want to know 

about being introduced to Pope Francis and shaking 

his hand! 

Belanger, the next friar in line behind Jack had just 

asked, "What do you say to the Pope?" and "God 

bless you" was the first thing that came to mind!  As 

it had happened, most of the friars thought that the 

entrance to all of those steps in the Apostolic Palace 

was in front of us as we waited to enter, when it was 

in fact behind us, so that Brian and Jack ended up at 

the front of the line..  All through the audience, they 

were seated in the second row of chairs, and at no 

time were they more than thirty to forty feet from the 

Pope.  Jack took lots of pictures and once he gets 

back to the States plans on sharing them with the fri-

ars as a record of a most wonderful moment. 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

 
23. Edgardo Diaz 1983 

28. Paul Juniet 1939 

 

Jacks view from the second row as Minister General Michael Perry 
addresses the Pope.  In front of him were Caoihim O Loaide, the 
new ESC General Definitor, Antonio Scabio, the new Italian Gen-

eral Definitor, and Julio Bunader, the Vicar General. 

PHOTOS BY JACK CLARK ROBINSON 

The next deadline for the 

PT is July 1.   

Pope Francis tells the friars “The People of God love you.” 
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May Report from FIT 
Monthly FIT (Franciscan Interprovincial Team) 

sends a report of their work to the provincials.  Here 

are some of the highlights from that report. 

 

Brothers, 

 

While Bill Spencer was regaining his strength and the 

rest of youi were losing yours to the  General Chap-

ter, the Italian heat and the mad social whirl of hob-

nobbing with His Holiness, your brothers on FIT 

were working on the  following during the month of 

May.  (You can see they have a sense of humor!  Ed.) 

 

We gathered SPUTY (i.e. the youth) representatives 

from six of the seven U.S. provinces at Serra House 

in New York City on May 20: Jerome Wolbert 

(ABVM), Erick Lopez (HN), Orlando Ruiz (IC), 

Erasmo Romero (OLG), Roger Lopez (SJB) and 

Philip Polk—no relation to Page that we know of 

(SB). Unfortunately, Thinh Tran (SH) could not 

make the meeting due to an unexpected scheduling 

conflict. Thank you for recommending these men. 

They were thoughtful, reflective, honest, articulate, 

hopeful and prepared. Many of them had communi-

cated with their peers beforehand so that they might 

better represent their views at the meeting. 

 

The day consisted of morning and afternoon sessions 

in which the SPUTY friars shared what they most 

value about Franciscan life and what their hopes are 

for the future. It should come as no surprise that the 

quality of our fraternal life was their top priority. 

Where they live and work seems to be much less im-

portant to them than how they and their brothers live 

and work together. We shared a festive meal with 

plenty of laughter and good conversation. 

 

At long last (and after innumerable revisions and de-

lays) the first of the friar surveys, which we had 

hoped to send out by mid-April, has been finalized, 

formatted and distributed to the provincial secretar-

ies. We have asked them to forward a letter from us 

to all the friars with an embedded link to the survey. 

We have also made provisions for those friars who do 

not have access to e-mail to complete a print edition 

of the survey. 

 

We requested, and gratefully obtained, the approval 

of the seven provincial ministers for disclosure of the 

costs to their respective provinces for formation, gov-

ernance and the care of our senior friars.  

 

Our request was made to provide the seven definito-

ria with ballpark figures about how much it currently 

costs to run the seven provinces as well as how much 

it might cost (and how much we might save) were 

there fewer provinces to finance.  

 

The bulk of our time this past month has been spent 

crafting a template for provincial model-making and 

coming up with the rough outlines for possible mod-

els for provincial reconfiguration in the U.S.  

 

We all owe Richard McManus a debt of gratitude. He 

is becoming our “stats” man. He has spent many hours 

creating ministerial profiles for each of the seven 

provinces. He knows where every friar in the U.S. is 

currently living and working (or not) and is well on 

the way to creating a common directory for the friars 

in the U.S. FYI, he has discovered that half of the fri-

ars in the U.S. live in 25 friaries; 70% of the friars live 

in ten states, most of them in a dozen major cities. He 

has also found that John Puodziunas’s Trends projec-

tions, prepared for the 2013 Interprovincial Commis-

sion Report, are proving to be astonishingly accurate. 

 

We continue to get feedback from the spring house 

chapters. Thus far, we have received 81 responses: 54 

from the first chapter and 27 from the second. Any 

encouragement you can give guardians who have 

not held or not reported back on these house chap-

ter conversations to go ahead and do so soon 

would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Fraternally, 

Bill, Page & Richard 

This is a picture of 

Helen, the lady who 

showed up at my 

brother-in-laws senior 

home with a cross he 

had made for me to 

sell in the Socorro 

Mission gift shop 

about 7years ago!  See 

last months article:  

“How about this for a  

Coincidence!” 

Photo by Bill Ramage 
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BICYCLING ROUTE 66 

If you live in New Mexico, or like biking, or are in-

terested in Route 66 I thought you might enjoy this. 

A dventure Cycling just published maps for a bi-

cycle route for the whole length of route 66.  I 

got their map for Oklahoma (the easiest part!) and 

have been toying with the idea of doing part of that 

section. I found this information in their newsletter, 

“Bike Bits.”   

 

On May 9th, Jon Knudsen of Albuquerque began rid-

ing the new Bicycle Route 66 through New Mexico 

with his friend Mike Moye. “New Mexico's Main 

Street program” asked him to blog the bike trip on 

their “Off the Road in New Mexico” site. The pair 

started at the New Mexico-Arizona state line and 

their stops included Gallup, Zuni Pueblo, El Morro, 

Grants, Albuquerque. From Albuquerque, they took 

the train to Santa Fe, then rode through Pecos, Las 

Vegas (NM), Santa Rosa, and Tucumcari. You can 

read about their trip here.   http://offtheroadnm.org/
blog                      Joe Nelson 

Santa Rosa NM “Jesus' foundational and even du-

alistic bias is against false power 

and in favor of the powerless--

and yet it still has had very little 

effect in Christian history. If you do not make such 

points absolutely clear (and even if you do, as Jesus 

did), history shows that humans will almost always 

compromise on issues of justice, money, and inclu-

sion. Let's bring it home: the United States always 

has all the money it needs for war, armaments, 

and military bases, but never enough for good 

schools, low cost housing, universal health care, or 

the humane care of immigrants. No wonder Jesus 

dared to be dualistic and damning first! Our ca-

pacity for blindness here seems infinite.” 

Words from one of 

Richard Rohr’s daily 

meditations. 

OLD AGE 

 I don't trip over things, I do random gravity 

checks. 

 I don't need anger management. I need people 

to stop ticking me off  

 Old age is coming at a really bad time. 

 When I was a child I thought Nap Time was a 

punishment. Now, as a grown up, it just feels like a 

small vacation. 

 The biggest lie I tell myself is, "I don't need to 

write that down, I'll remember it." 

 Lord grant me the strength to accept the 

things I cannot change, the courage to change things I 

can and the friends to post my bail when I finally 

snap. 

 I don't have gray hair. I have "wisdom high-

lights." I'm just very wise. 

 My people skills are just fine. It's my toler-

ance to idiots that needs work. 

 If God wanted me to touch my toes, he 

would've put them on my knee . 

 The kids text me "plz" which is shorter than 

please. I text back "no" which is shorter than "yes." 

 I'm going to retire and live off of my savings. 

Not sure what I'll do that second week. 

 Even duct tape can't fix stupid. but it can muf-

fle the sound  

 Why do I have to press one for English when 

you're just gonna transfer me to someone I can't un-

derstand anyway? 

 Of course I talk to myself, sometimes I need 

expert advice. 

 At my age "Getting lucky" means walking 

into a room and remembering what I actually came in 

there for.  

 Wouldn't it be great if we could put ourselves 

in the dryer for ten minutes; come out wrinkle-free 

and three sizes smaller. 

 Last year I joined a support group for procras-

tinators. We haven't met yet. 

http://offtheroadnm.org/blog
http://offtheroadnm.org/blog
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Photos from Gerry Steinmetz 

 

The Padres Trail is the newsletter for the Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Albuquerque, New Mexico 

The editor is Fr. Joseph Nelson, OFM 

Contact at P.O. Box 98; Oldenburg, IN 47036-0098 Cell phone 505-977-4110 

or office 505-831-9199 

Send articles, photos, letters or ideas for articles to  

joenelsofm@aol.com 

Picture of our Confirmations where Erica, a blind 

woman read the first reading in Spanish, in Braille, 

which her mother prepared for her  

We also had a tree painted red and the youth made 

symbols of the fruits of the Holy Spirit.   

Picture of the celebration of the beatification of 

Archbishop Oscar Romero.  The celebration began 

with the Mass at 4:30 Saturday on May 23rd. Then a 

Procession, Music from a choir from St. Teresa Par-

ish with roots from Guadalajara.  There was food and 

presentation of what the beatification means for the 

people of El Salvador and the presentation of the 

Youth Delegation who will go to El Salvador in Au-

gust.  Fr. Gerry will accompany that group as spiri-

tual guide along with 3 youth from Holy Family 

Fr. Erasmo gave one of the retreat talks to the team 

of men who are preparing for the upcoming ACTS 

retreat here in June. He talked on the Franciscan view 

of the Resurrection and Gerry later talked on the im-

portance of the Sunday encounter with the Risen 

Lord.  Men from San Martin, Holy Rosary and Holy 

Family gather weekly to share their faith and once a 

year have a special retreat, like a Cursillo for men 

and follow up with weekly gatherings.  


