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Friars take a place at the table to map next steps for restructuring  

RACINE, WISCONSIN – Nearly 60 friars representing the ad-
ministrations of all seven U.S. Provinces gathered from Au-
gust 3-6 at Siena Retreat Center in Racine. The gathering 
marked the next step in the ongoing conversation of national 
reconfiguration of our Franciscan way of life.  
 
The presence of all seven U.S. Provinces was the result of a 
series of Provincial gatherings and chapters held in the Prov-
inces between 
March and June of 
this year.  During 
that time, each 
Province consid-
ered a proposal to 
“commit to partic-
ipate in a process 
that will reduce 
the current num-
ber  of Prov-
inces in the United 
States by creating 
one or more new 
Provinces that 
better serve our 
Franciscan frater-
nal life and mis-
sion.” 
 
The gathering 
included opportu-
nities to discuss 
what it meant for 
each Province to say “yes” to the proposal, as well as, make 
concrete plans for the next steps in the process of reconfigu-
ration following the gathering. The friars also received input 
from Thomas Smolich, SJ, outgoing President of the Jesuit 
USA Conference, who spoke about the reconfiguration pro-
cess the Jesuits have undertaken moving them from 10 to 
four Provinces in the United States. General Minister Michael 
A. Perry, OFM, also addressed the assembly with his 
hopes and support for the process. 
 
In a  statement  of the U.S. Provincial Ministers about the 
meeting, they write, “We believe that this process must 
proceed on two related courses.  In the words of Francis, 
we must enliven both ‘the spirit of prayer and devotion’ 
and ‘the work of our hands,’ our mission and ministries, 
along with the structures which make them possible.” 

Some of the decisions to help move the process forward 
from the Racine gathering include: 

1. Naming friars to work full-time on these efforts.  The 
Provincial Ministers will oversee the work. 

2. Hiring of a consultant to work with the friars and friar-
team. 

3. The process must be guided by a renewal of Franciscan 
life, not primarily demographics. 

 
The process moving 
forward will also 
strive to include the 
voices of as many 
friars as possible—
those in formation, 
JPIC, retreats, and 
on-going formation.  
The Provincials add-
ed, “We envision an 
ever-widening circle 
of friars coming to 
know one another, 
work together and 
deepen bonds."  
 
The friar-team  will 
be appointed in the 
weeks ahead; and it 
is likely that the Ad-
ministrations will 
gather again next 
summer. 

Nearly 60 friars from across the country gathered at Siena Retreat Center in 
Racine, WI (Photo by Frank Jasper, OFM) 

“This process will require prayer, patience, dedi-

cation and sacrifice from all of us.  We all have 

something to give.  We all have something to 

gain.  We believe that the Lord is showing us what 

is ours to do in our day: rebuild Franciscan life 

within ourselves, so that we can be part of re-

building the Church around us.” 

- Letter of the Provincial Ministers  



Three months ago, almost to the day, I began the journey of 
the Camino de Santiago at St. Jean Pied de Pont.  Prior to my 
departure I was asked what I hoped to 
discover on this pilgrimage. I had no clue. 
I needed to wait for what was to be re-
vealed.  Over the 32 days of walking the 
484 miles, carrying nothing more than 
what I needed on my back, hours alone 
and at other times with others, I experi-
enced a major event of my life.  This jour-
ney was an encounter with creation, hun-
dreds of people from every continent and 
of all backgrounds, and most of all an 
encounter with God and myself.    
 
Within several hours, on the first day, I 
learned the pilgrimage walk was not 
about reaching Santiago de Compostela, 
the resting place of the remains the Apos-
tle James, but it was about the journey 
into myself and into God – it soon became 
a journey of love. One day I spotted at a 
distance, a large number of my Camino 
friends that I had not seen for several 
days.  I shouted out to them in joy, “Hey!”  
They spotted me and we approached 
each other with excitement and joy.  We 
rapidly shared where we had been, 
what and who we had seen since our 
last encounter.  At the time, I could 
not help but think, this must have 
been how those first friars responded to one anoth-
er as they crossed each other’s paths on their own 
journeys when they would return to Assisi for chapter 
after months and maybe years on the WAY. 
 
Tears would flow from my cheeks at the beauty of the moun-
tains, the rivers, the blooming roses.  I would often stop at a 
small chapel or at its locked doors to recite, ‘We adore you 
Lord Jesus Christ here and in all your churches in the world 
and we bless you because by your holy cross you have re-
deemed the world.’   
 

It is my hope that my journey into love connects with some-
thing that may sound familiar to you – a common journey 

that we all share, a journey to God with 
Francis and Clare through our common 
life of prayer, fraternity, a common vi-
sion, an awareness of the holiness of all 
of God’s creation, that is lived and ex-
pressed with deep heartfelt gratitude 
and joy! 
 
We have been reminded that the first 
followers of Francis saw and heard 
something different when they encoun-
tered Francis.  They were not sure 
where they were going and what would 
happen in their lives when they jour-
neyed together with Francis to that 
Church to hear the call of Jesus for each 
of them. This new Way opened their 
hearts to Jesus, God’s Word Made Flesh.   
Their hearts were opened to one ano-
ther in a new way.  They were all very 
different people but their common jour-
ney lead them to follow the Holy Gospel 
in obedience, without anything of their 

own, and in chastity on a shared path.   
 
We begin this third gathering of broth-
ers from the seven USA provinces in 
prayer and re-commitment.  We are so 
different in so many ways.  We have 

different cultures, maybe preconceived expectations of what 
the journey is about.  We may be anxious about arriving at 
our destination. It is my firm conviction that we need 
to keep in mind that the destination is not that im-
portant, but it is the journey itself that we need to 
fully embrace.  In our common journey together, we are 
here for a single purpose, to listen deeply, to pray with our 
hearts, to be reminded of the power of God’s grace.   
 
Let us begin this new journey with faith and hope. May our 
hearts be so moved that we fall in love with who we are and 
what we are about.  

REFLECTION: Embarking on this journey together 
By Ken Laverone, OFM (SB) 

Ken Laverone (St. Barbara) 

(Photo by Frank Jasper, OFM) 

 

“Let us pray for one another, that we may open our minds and hearts to the message of 

God during these days together. May we have the same courage as Peter to step out in 

faith, reaching out for the hand of Jesus who will lead us to rebirth, to a new experience 

of evangelical freedom, hope and joy.  Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid."  
 

General Minister Michael A. Perry, OFM 



USA Jesuit Experience 
 
Rev. Thomas Smolich, SJ, outgoing President of the Jesuit 
USA Conference shared some insights and highlights from the 
Jesuit process of moving from 10 to four U.S. Provinces.  Some 
key points from their process: 
 
 Fundamental question driving reconfiguration: “What are 

the needs of the people of God and how are we called to 
respond?” 

 Empowered local ministers and make sure things happen 
at the levels they are supposed to: local, provincial, nation-
al, international. 

 Realization that reconfiguration must be born out of our 
spirituality. 

 We began to work across Provinces immediately and stop 
functioning as isolated groups.  

 We worked to assure financial equality across the new 
Provinces. 

 This was for us a deeply spiritual process. 
 We learned we had to work with the “coalition of the will-

ing” first. The rest eventually will come along. 
 After two  false starts, we decided to take the time the pro-

cess needs. It must be planned well.  
 We made a decision to listen to our young people more 

than you listen to the rest . We gave more weight in the 
process toward the young and found it was worth it.  

 Worked on attracting vocations now. 
 We brought people together for any possible excuse that 

we could.  
 Every gathering included time spent in prayerful settings 

(retreats, etc.). 
 Provincials met three times a year. 

General Minister offers support 
General Minister Michael A. Perry, OFM, addressed the 
assembled friars and offered words of encouragement.  

Some highlights from 
his presentation: 

 We are exploring the 
current situation of 
Franciscan life in the 
United States and cre-
ating a movement for 
where God is calling us 
to go. 

 I am not here to dic-
tate the result of your 
discernment, but only 
to be sure that a good 
discernment takes 
place. There is no “plan 
book” in Rome for your 
discernment. But while 
we’re not going tell you 

how to proceed, you 
must join in the pro-
cess of examining the 
state of Francis-
canism, realizing that 
this may well involve 

changing some of the boundaries of existing Provinces.  

 There are the realists who make decisions based on 
quantitative criteria: based on numbers. “Amal-gamation 
is necessary and the only way,” they say. But they do not 
have much patience and want to get things done as soon 
as possible. 

 Then there are the visionaries who make decisions 
based on qualitative criteria: they are more interested in 
what will enhance the quality of Franciscan life. For 
them, this must be the beginning and the end of all dis-
cussions. “Bigger is not better, but better is better.” 

 The General Definitorium feels they need to be explored 
simultaneously. Neither argument is sufficient by itself – 
this needs to be an ongoing journey and conversation.  

There are two other categories of people who need to be 
acknowledged: 

 The non-committed, simply not committed to renewal. 
They want to protect the gains they have made for their 
own security. The challenge is how to engage these fri-
ars.  

 The opposers who don’t agree with or buy into the pro-
cess. They dig in their heels and ignore what is going on 
around them. There may be little we can do with these 
friars. 

“We are being called to a return to our sources. It might 
be helpful to form experimental interprovincial commu-

nities, and even mixed fraternities.” 

Rev. Thomas Smolich, SJ, former President, 

Jesuit USA Conference (Photo by Frank Jasper,OFM) 

Gen. Minister Michael Perry, OFM 

(Photo by Frank Jasper, OFM) 



Why the meeting in Racine? 
At their respective Provincial gatherings this spring, the fri-
ars of the seven U.S. Provinces affirmed their desire to have 
“a place at the table.”  They agreed to participate “in a pro-
cess that will reduce the current number of Provinces by cre-
ating one or more new Provinces that better serve [their] 
Franciscan fraternal life and mission.” The meeting in Racine 
focused on the next steps needed to move that process for-
ward.  
 
Who was there? 
The participants included the seven U.S. Provincial Ministers, 
their Vicars and Councils; the Secretaries of three of the 
Provinces; the Executive Secretary of the English Speaking 
Conference; Thomas Smolich, SJ who, as president of the Jes-
uit Conference of the United States, shared the experience 
and wisdom gained 
from the current recon-
figuration of the Society 
of Jesus in the U.S.; 
Dominic Perri who fa-
cilitated the meeting; 
members of the Inter-
provincial Commission; 
and General Minister 
Michael Perry. 
 
Was the general 
minister there to 
give the friars in 
the U.S. their march-
ing orders? 
On the contrary, Mi-
chael Perry attended 
the meeting to encour-
age his brothers by his 
presence, inspire them 
with his words, assure 
them of his full sup-
port for the task they 
are undertaking and affirm their conviction that the renewal 
and reconfiguration of Franciscan life in the United States is 
theirs, not his, to do.   
 
What was the meeting like? 
The meeting in Racine was rooted in prayer, consistently 
cordial, deeply fraternal, open, honest, positive and hopeful.  
Because it was a gathering of friars, it was also joyful.  With-
out in the least discounting the palpable presence of the Holy 
Spirit, a key reason why the meeting succeeded in its task is 
that this was the third time many of the attendees had 
prayed, worked and recreated together.  They are getting to 
know one another as brothers who share a common voca-
tion.  They are growing in their trust of one another.  Alt-
hough “business” was conducted and decisions were made, 
the meeting was first of all an interprovincial gathering of 
brothers sharing the blessings of fraternal life in the service 

of the gospel.   
 
What did the meeting accomplish? 
The brothers who met in Racine created a broad framework 
for a process that will identify what a revitalized Franciscan 
life-in-mission in the U.S. might look like and the structures 
best suited to serve such a renewal.  
 
What will the process entail? 
The process will involve the dedicated services of full-time 
friars, as well as, the assistance of an outside consultant.  The 
seven Provincials will provide oversight of this work.  The 
process will pursue a two-fold approach to revitalization:  
one that addresses our fraternal life-in-mission and a parallel 
track that addresses its structures.  Over the next few years, 
the process will bring the brothers of the U. S. together in a 

variety of gatherings for 
shared prayer, reflec-
tion, conversation and 
fraternity.  As the broth-
ers who attended the 
meeting in Racine can 
attest, it is only when 
the friars pray together, 
get to know one another, 
listen to one another, 
speak honestly to one 
another, draw on one 
another’s strengths, in-
sights and wisdom, and 
learn to trust one anoth-
er that they can begin to 
envision and enthusias-
tically embrace a re-
newed and reconfigured 

Franciscan evangelical 
presence in the U.S.    
 
How might the pro-
cess be character-

ized? 
Like the Racine meeting itself, the process will be fraternal, 
collaborative, transparent, flexible and widely consultative.   
 
What will it cost? 
For a few of the Provinces, the process will cost a brother 
who will be freed up from other assignments to devote him-
self wholeheartedly to this work.  For all seven Provinces, the 
process will require financial support for these friars and for 
the consulting fees of the outside facilitator who will assist 
them.  It will require the seven Provincials and their Councils 
to devote significant blocks of time at their regular meetings 
to its progress.  It will require each of the brothers in the sev-
en Provinces to take responsibility for the revitalization of 
his own fraternal life-in-mission; to be honest in sharing his 
insights and perspectives; to be open and attentive to the 
voices of his brothers both within and beyond his own Prov-
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Friars sat at tables intermixed with friars from various Provinces to 

enliven the discussion. (Photo by Frank Jasper, OFM) 



ince; and to participate, as best he can, in the intra- and inter-
provincial gatherings which the process will occasion. But 
whatever the process costs in terms of time, money and per-
sonnel, resources invested in the future of Franciscan life in 
the United States are, in the view of the brothers who met in 
Racine, resources well spent. 
 
Why are we doing this now? 
As the Provincials made clear in their 2014 video presenta-
tion to the friars of the seven Provinces, many friars are con-
vinced that the present configuration of Franciscan life in the 
United States is no longer sustainable.  But there is a strong-
er reason to act sooner rather than later.  It is far better to be 
proactive in the renewal of Franciscan life in mission in the 
U.S. and in the creation of new structures to support it than 
to be reactive to forces largely beyond the brothers’ control.  
 
How long will this process take? 
The process must be short enough to get it done and long 
enough to get it right.  Because we are a fraternity of equals 
and not a top-down corporation, it is important that we get 
to know one another as brothers, discover our shared com-
mitment to Franciscan life and learn to trust one another.  
This cannot be rushed, so the process needs to accommodate 
a certain amount of flexibility.  On the other hand, a com-
pletely open-ended, drawn-out process will inhibit momen-
tum, discourage enthusiasm, exclude the experience, wisdom 
and perspective of many senior brothers and perhaps strain 
the limited patience of younger brothers eager to move for-

ward.  The participants at the meeting in Racine envision a 
process that will yield concrete proposals for the brothers to 
deliberate and decide upon at their next Provincial chapters.  
The subsequent implementation of those proposals, should 
they be approved, will likely take an additional three or more 
years. 
 
OK, that’s all well and good, but what we really 
want to know is how many entities will we end up 
with and what will the Provincial map look like? 
Sorry to disappoint the overly anxious and the terminally 
curious, but neither has the number of Provinces been pre-
determined nor their boundary lines been drawn.  To do ei-
ther at this point would be foolish, short-sighted and pro-
foundly un-fraternal.  It would undermine the shared hope 
that decisions about the future of Franciscan life in the Unit-
ed States be the result of a nation-wide conversation and 
consultation of all the brothers, a conversation that needs to 
include the voices of their lay partners in ministry as well as 
experts in the field of social and cultural analysis.  Only then 
can the friars discern where and how God is calling them to 
live an authentic, attractive and persuasive fraternal life in 
the service of the Gospel and its proclamation in the United 
States of the 21st century. 
 
One last question, is everyone still at the table? 
Yes. By the end of the meeting in Racine, the brothers who 
gathered there were more, not less, committed to keep the 
conversation going and to see the process through to its 
completion. 

Racine FAQ (Continued) 

Vincent Ciaravino (IC), Mark Soehner (SJB),  

Michael Harlan (HNP), and Ken Laverone (SB)  

chatting by the shore. (Photo by Frank Jasper, OFM) 

Tom Washburn (IC) and John Puodziunas (ABVM) looking over the 

prayer service. (Photo by Frank Jasper, OFM) 



There is a powerful scene in the movie The Passion of the 
Christ where Jesus is making His way along His via dolorosa 
and,  Mary, His Mother, is matching Him step-for-step, her 
eyes never leaving her Son. Suddenly under the weight of the 
crossbeam, Jesus stumbles to the ground; and in that mo-
ment, Mary has a flashback to when her young Son stumbled 
and fell. As a child, she could easily make things better for 
Him, but not so now.  Returning to the present, before He is 
able to rise again, the eyes of Mother and Son connect, and 
Jesus says, “Behold, I make all things new.” 

I beg your indulgence of a bit of melodrama as I recall that 
scene because, although I do not 
mean to equate that moment 
with this one, we too are gath-
ered on the precipice of some-
thing new as we consider step-
ping into a new reality for our 
way of life in the years ahead.   

I came across a quote recently 
that said, “The most danger-
ous phrase in our language 
is ‘we’ve always done it this 
way.’” We know it well. It is cer-
tainly popular in church life; it is 
also popular in religious life. In 
its healthy and positive assess-
ment, it can be a statement that 
speaks about the richness of 
our tradition, the depths of our 
heritage; the wealth of our history.  But, in its negative and 
all-too-common usage, it can be a phrase that serves only to 
shackle us and hold us back from embracing something new 
– embracing a newness that, we hope, the Lord is calling us 
to.  

Last November that Pope Francis spoke to the Major Superi-
ors in Rome and was asked a very simple and direct ques-
tion, “What do you ask of us? What do you expect of 
consecrated life?” The Pope answered: “Religious say to 
people with their life: what’s happening? These people are 
telling me something. They go beyond a mundane horizon. 
Religious must, therefore, wake up the world! Be 
witnesses of a different way of doing things, of acting, of liv-
ing! It is possible to live differently in this world. It is this 
witness that I expect of you. Religious should be men 
and women who are capable of waking up the world.” 

My brothers, we know with these words, the Holy Father is 
speaking of the charism of our beloved founder Saint Francis. 
You could almost define his story with those words – he 
surely woke up the world to the possibility and reality of 
living the Gospel. And it was likely his story and his example 
that attracted each one of us to become a Franciscan too. But, 
before we can respond to this invitation of Pope Francis to 
once again wake up the world, we must first wake up 
ourselves.  

And, I don’t mean to suggest that we are somehow slumber-
ing. But, rather to suggest that what I see in this moment – 
this incredible moment – one which is unlike any other mo-
ment that I have experienced in all of my years of a religious 
life that began in 1951 – is a moment that has awakened us 
to the possibility of renewing who we are in ourselves; 
and revitalizing what it means to be a Franciscan in 
the United States today and in the years ahead.  

And perhaps so powerfully in this awakening, we have rec-
ognized that we need each other. That to carry our life 
forward, this moment isn’t about what makes us different, it 

is about what unites us – our com-
mon brotherhood. That this is and 
must be a process of brothers. 

We are recognizing, perhaps for the 
first time, that there is no “US and 
THEM”.  There is only US and US 
and US and US and US and US and 
US.  We have been awakened to the 
reality that our future will only be 
successful if we step into that future 
together. 

And if there is no “us” and “them”, 
what we must seek to discover is 

the new “we.”  Who are “we” to 
be?  What can our common identi-
ty become?  Perhaps more im-
portant than the preservation of 

past histories – although these are important – is the discov-
ery of who we can be together as we make these first steps 
into our new common future as brothers. Who shall we be 
my brothers? 

We should not be afraid of what lies ahead because finding 
the new “we” should be a process that excites us, because 
just look around this chapel – we are an exciting and talented 
and diverse and holy and wonderful group of men; and we 
represent a mere fraction of the friars in this country.  Who 
“we” can be together is nothing less than a world full of pos-
sibility. And one that – even after my many, many years of 
religious life – makes me feel made new again. 

Let me end with a quote from a favorite poem of mine by 
Walt Whitman. The poem is O Me! O Life!  

“The question, O me! so sad, recurring— 
What good amid these, O me, O life? 
The Answer: That you are here—that life exists and identity, 
That the powerful play goes on,  
and you may contribute a verse.” 
 
Let us beg the Grace for the inspiration to do our part to let 
God create something new in and through us for the good of 
our future. Let us, like our Holy Father Saint Francis, wake up 
the world once again! Let us together contribute our verse. 

REFLECTION: Let us contribute our verse 
By Primo Piscitello, OFM (IC) 

Primo Piscitello, OFM (IC) delivers the Tuesday 

homily (Photo by Frank Jasper, OFM) 



I love the story that dates back to when the original George 
Bush was President.  It was reported that President Bush 
was visiting a nursing home as one 
of those photo ops.  The cameras 
were following him as he shook 
hands with each of the elderly resi-
dents.  He came to one older gentle-
man who just looked at him blankly.  
It was obvious to the president and 
all around that this man had no idea 
who he was.  So, the president 
asked, ‘Sir, do you know who I am?’  
To which the senior citizen replied, 
‘No…but if you ask the nurse at the 
desk, she’ll tell you.’ 

Amnesia is not just confined to 
nursing homes.  Many of us suffer 
from amnesia. We don’t actually 
forget our names, but we do forget 
our primary identity. Confused, we 
lose our way.  Bishop Morneau from 
Green Bay told a group that we 
spend so much time thinking about 
Who Am I?  When the answer comes 
in knowing, Whose Am I?  And that 
would be: I belong to God; I am the 
Beloved of God.  

But, we get complacent, we pursue frivolous pleasure, we 

have a blunted conscience.  He says it’s when our interior life 
gets off course, or slows way down, or dies—when God’s 

voice is no longer heard or the quiet joy 
of his love is no longer felt.  I forget who I 
am to God, and to you, brothers.  One of 
the older friars likes to say to me and oth-
er friars:  ‘Don’t forget—you belong to 
me!’   My life is not just about me.   

Don’t forget!  You belong to me! I would 
be like the prophet Hananiah if I told you 
that we didn’t need to change a thing.  
Yes, we can have a tendency to deny that 
things are different, and that we need to 
be open to the Spirit and the creative 
ways to change—not just the deck chairs, 
but our spiritual life.  We need a vital new 
experience of God. Something like Mi-
chael Perry encouraged us toward walk-
ing out into the chaos because we know 
it’s where God is calling.  “If it is you Lord, 
tell us to come onto the water!”  “Come!”  
What would happen if we took the Lord 
at his word, and said, ok, we’ll come?  

May Christ teach us what is ours to do.  
Our lives are meant to preach the gospel 
always. May nothing inspire us more than 

the life, the passion and resurrection of Jesus, which impels 
us onwards! 

REFLECTION: We belong to one another 
By Mark Soehner, OFM (SJB) 

Mark Soehner (SJB)  

(Photo by Frank Jasper, OFM) 

Friars gathered for prayer (Photo by Frank Jasper, OFM) Jerry Bleem (SH) preaching at the closing 

liturgy. (Photo by Frank Jasper, OFM) 



Not too long ago a couple from my parish in Roswell went 
on a trip to Western Europe. While they were in Switzer-
land, one of the days they ventured on a trip that took them 
to the borders with France and Germany. And they reported 
that they kept driving back and forth across borders with no 
guards stopping them and no passports re-
quired. But when I commented how pleasant 
that experience must have been, they didn’t 
see it that way. They wondered what it does 
to people when they live in a part of the 
world where you are constantly on the edge, 
living on the threshold of someone else’s 
language, culture, laws, and customs. At the 
end they said they preferred the security 
and predictability of life at home. 

To me this is one of those parables of life in 
that as they were describing their experi-
ence it made me think of how I have lived 
both of those approaches to life; life on the 
edge and life looking for security. In my 
younger years I remember the thrill of going 
to the Minor Seminary, not knowing what 
the road ahead might bring. As well, I can 
still feel energy as a young priest surround-
ing the decision to begin a new province in the Southwest. 
But later as I settled into the routine and rhythm of parish 

life, I became more cautious of straying too far. But here’s a 
thing that is kind of surprising to me. Lately I have felt the 
call coming full circle to live on the edge again. Yes, perhaps 
the preferred mode of life is the stability that allows me to 
live life with some degree of predictability and security. But 

I need a bit of that liminal life, on the thresh-
old, once again. 

St. Francis certainly lived that way, well 
aware that in the life of Christ there were 
very few comfort zones. This could well ex-
plain why the followers of Francis (and no 
doubt the disciples of Jesus) had to be ad-
venturous people who left their routine and 
predictable and secure lives and lived that 
liminal existence, always on the threshold of 
something new. 

Perhaps this dynamic is what we are experi-
encing these days as friars in the US. We 
have come full circle. In the past the pendu-
lum took us to some predictability and secu-
rity, but the pendulum is swinging the other 
way now. I think it’s exciting. In all of this 
I'm confident that if the Lord walked with us 

and took care of us in the past, he will undoubtedly do the 
same as we face our future.   

REFLECTION: Called to life “on the edge” 
By Charlie Martinez, OFM (OLG) 

Charlie Martinez (OLG)   
(Photo by Frank Jasper, OFM) 


