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A statement from the Franciscan friars of Holy Name Province 
 

WELCOMING AND PROTECTING CHILDREN 
SEEKING A REFUGE FROM VIOLENCE IN CENTRAL AMERICA: 

A FRANCISCAN CALL TO ACTION 
 

Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them. (Matthew 19:14) 
 
Over the past months, tens of thousands of unaccompanied children from Honduras, Guatemala and El 
Salvador have arrived at southern border of the United States.  They are desperately seeking refuge.  These 
children are fleeing their homes for many reasons; chief among them, to escape: rampant violence, a 
breakdown of the rule of law, and cultures of fear and hopelessness in their countries of origins.  The U.S. is 
only one of the nations where these children are seeking protection.  Since 2009, Mexico, Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica, Belize and Panama have seen a 712% increase in refugees seeking asylum. 
 
One story that illustrates the dire predicament faced by many children and youth in Central America comes 
from a young man currently living in one of our Franciscan parishes in Maryland:   
 
Jose is a 15 year-old boy who recently was detained in the U.S. after fleeing his native country of Honduras.  
His parents owned a small business there.  When a drug cartel tried to coerce them to assist with the cartel’s 
criminal activities, his mother and father refused.  The next day, both of Jose’s parents were brutally killed.  A 
violent gang then tried to recruit Jose, still shaken by his parents’ murders.  Fearing for his life, Jose decided to 
seek refuge in the U.S.  He says that returning to Honduras would be a death sentence.  This testimony and 
thousands of others from child refugees lay a moral claim on our compassion.  They also present unique 
opportunities for us as Catholics and Franciscan-hearted people to live out our faith and our Franciscan values.   
 
Pope Francis challenges our nation to consider the factors that compel these children to leave their homes and 
embark on perilous journeys to hoped-for safety:  “I would like to draw attention to the tens of thousands of 
children who migrate alone, unaccompanied, to escape poverty and violence.  This humanitarian crisis 
requires, as a first urgent measure that these children be welcomed and protected.”  Heeding this message 
demands that we hold up the values of justice, compassion and hospitality to counter anti-immigration action, 
slogans and hate speech wherever they occur. 
 
Take Action Today!  
Contact your parish and local Catholic Charities Office to find out about what you can do to respond to the 
most immediate needs of the unaccompanied children refugees.  
 
We also encourage you to contact your members of Congress 1-888-562--8232 and ask them to: 
 

1. Oppose the Obama Administration’s request for “fast track” authority to speed the removal of 
unaccompanied children back to their countries without first appearing before an immigration judge.     

2. Provide adequate funding to protect unaccompanied children arriving in the U.S. and respond to their 
basic needs, including legal representation while their immigration cases are pending. 

3. Address the root causes that compel children to flee their homes by providing robust funding for 
targeted development programs in Central America and Mexico, and a comprehensive regional plan to 
address this issue. 

 
TO LEARN THE FACTS OF THE SITUATION, GO TO www.justiceforimmigrants.org. 

http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/index.shtml

