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The meeting of the JPIC International Council 

(ICJPIC) was held in Jakarta, Indonesia, 19-26 

June, 2014. Delegates included one repre-

sentative from each of the thirteen OFM confer-

ences, the JPIC International Animation Com-

mittee, and the two friars who work in the 

Rome JPIC Office. ICJPIC delegates were in-

vited to participate in the last day of the Asia/

Oceania continental meeting; the day consisted 

in a series of presentations on the reality of 

Asia and Indonesia, and a dialogue with repre-

sentatives of Franciscans International. 

The work of the ICJPIC began with a series of 

presentations on the reality of each Confer-

ence, highlighting the JPIC issues of the re-

gions, including an evaluation of JPIC work in 

the Conferences since 2009. These were fol-

lowed by a report from the Rome Office on the 

work accomplished over the last two years. 

Formation sessions for the delegates dealt with 

The Role of the Conference Coordinator and 

Collaboration at all levels, and with a study of 

the Lineamenta (Guidelines) for the General 

Chapter of 2015. Formation sessions continued 

with overviews on three new documents for our 

work: Franciscan Management of Financial Re-

sources, the Franciscan Toolkit for Peacebuild-

ing and Reconciliation, and the European doc-

ument on Immigration. Sessions were then 

held on each of the three topics chosen for in-

depth study at this ICJPIC: lifestyle, mining and 

eradication of hunger. 

Delegates heard a presentation on each issue, 

and participated in a series of small groups and 

plenary sessions. The goal for each topic was 

to prepare a short introduction for our JPIC 

work over the next two years, along with pro-

posals for practical application of each topic. 

Delegates also participated in two reality visits 

to know a little of the reality in the peripheries of 

Jakarta. Half of the group visited a project for 

street children and the other half visited a Mus-

lim seminary. The group also went to an exhibi-

tion that presents many of the cultures that 

compose Indonesia, along with an aviary con-

taining many species of birds. 

Delegates to the ICJPIC were unanimous in 

their thanks for the hospitality and care provided 

by the host province, Indonesia.  As one friar 

put it, "from the moment I stepped off the 

plane..." our Indonesian brothers were there to 

help us.  In the course of our meetings, Adria-

nus Sunarko, the provincial, and Paskalis 

Syukur, bishop of Bogor, took time to celebrate 

Mass with us.   

The JPIC Office of the province made all logisti-

cal arrangements.  The sisters at the retreat 

house where we met were also extremely wel-

coming.  The "reality visits" that our brothers 

prepared helped us to understand better some 

of the challenges of work in Indonesia.  Finally, 

the friars of Indonesia showed us how JPIC can 

truly become a transverse element of our life 

and ministry.  We thank them for their example 

and for all of their hard work. 

Click here to access the Jakarta document:  
http://www.ofm.org/ofm/?page_id=439&lang=en 
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November 29, 2014, is the 35th anniversary 
of the naming of Saint Francis as Patron of 
Ecology. Many believe that we stand at a 
critical moment of Earth’s history.  Social, 
economic and environmental crises call for 
an assessment of our current situation, and 
for the discovery of effective ways to pro-
mote responsibility to one another, to the 
greater community of life, to future genera-
tions and to our planet. 
 
Romans VI (the JPIC animators for the glob-
al Franciscan Family) reflected on how best 
to celebrate this anniversary. We are very 
happy to announce the creation of a website 
for this purpose that offers various resources 
to help with the celebration (http://
francis35.org ). It was launched on March 
22nd of this year, World Water Day, a date 
chosen to serve as a reminder that our com-
mitment to work for the Integrity of Creation 
must be concrete and practical. The re-
sources are available in various languages, 
and include a reflection on the celebration, 
Pope John Paul II’s declaration naming 
Francis the patron of ecology, a Eucharistic 
celebration, ecumenical prayer, norms for an 
interreligious celebration, a Mayan Cross 
Prayer, Prayers of the Faithful and an article 
on a Franciscan spirituality of the care of 
creation. 
 

We invite you to celebrate in ways most ap-
propriate to your region and culture, and most 
convenient for you and your partners, prepar-
ing events, prayers and gatherings to com-
memorate this anniversary. Be sure to include 
in your planning the entire Franciscan Family, 
the laity with whom you work and minister, 
diocesan organizations, ecumenical groups, 
interreligious groups and all people of good-
will. Help to promote among all people a spirit 
of care for creation in the spirit of Francis. 
You might want to consider the possibility of 
linking this celebration with that of the Spirit of 
Assisi, which occurs every year on the 27th of 
October. 
 
We hope that these materials will be helpful 
to you. Share them as widely and as ecologi-
cally as possible; we suggest projecting 
words and images rather than printing pa-
pers, or at least using recycled materials 
when printing. Please send a short article 
about any celebration you hold in your city or 
region, along with a photo or two to us at fran-
cis35romansVI@gmail.com. May God bless 
you in your work to care for the Creation that 
we share as gift with all of God’s creatures! 
 
Benedict Ayodi, OFM Cap.             
 
Nancy Celaschi and Sheila Kinsey, IFC-TOR 
 
Attilio Galimberti, OFS          
 
Thomas Kochuchira, TOR               
 
Ugo Sartorio, OFM Conv. 
 
Joe Rozansky and Fabio Lamour, OFM 

 

 

  

CONTACT JULY 2014 

35TH ANNIVERSARY OF SAINT FRANCIS AS PATRON OF ECOLOGY 



4 

 
After a very difficult process to choose 
among the beautiful logos that we have 
received, we have the pleasure to announce 
that our JPIC Office has an Official LOGO. 

First, we’d like to share with you some 
information about the person who created 
the LOGO, Kimberly Freed, from Australia, 
and we asked her to write some lines about 
her story, the Franciscans and her 
involvement with JPIC. Also she wrote some 
lines to explain the meaning and colors of 
the LOGO.  

About the contest winner: 

My name is Kimberley Freed and I live with 
my husband and young daughter in Sydney 
Australia. Since 2008 I have worked at St 
Clare’s College in Waverley, a Catholic girl’s 
high school, where I am responsible for the 
website, newsletter, advertising and most 
printed material. I also give Learning 
Support to 22 students and sometimes 
teach “Screen Language” to the senior 
students. I have a Film Degree from the 
Australian Film Television and Radio School 
and love to write and make films.  

Before starting work at St Clare’s I was 
unfamiliar with the life ethics of St Clare and 
St Francis and have grown to cherish their 
ideals and simple virtues. Sister Louise osc 
and the Poor Clare Sisters have inspired me 
by their selfless giving and unwaivable faith. 

Our Franciscan Friars including Fr Nick (who 
helps children in need in our area) and Fr 
John are a constant inspiration to emulate St 
Clare and St Francis in our lives.  

The amazing works of Franciscans and other 
peacemakers throughout the world are 
creating a glimmer of hope in a world often 
dark with despair. Pope Francis is a 
wonderful representative of St Francis and his 
compassion to those in need, and 
fearlessness towards those who cause pain, 
inspires us to create a world of peace 
 

Logo explanation: 

The logo depicts St Francis standing with his 
palms to the heavens while his feet are on the 
earth to illustrate his desire to perform God’s 
works amongst us. His arms are spread wide 
to the side to represent the scales of Justice. 
St. Francis right hand is raised beneath an 
olive branch that represents Peace on earth. 
The round shape of the logo represents the 
earth and is symbolic of the Integrity of 
Creation. The earth is brown (the colour of 
the robes of the Franciscan Friars) and the 
sky/heaven is blue. The dove’s wings are 
spread wide in a gesture of acceptance of all. 
The tail of the bird and bottom of St Francis 
robe are joined to become one. The shape of 
St Francis is based, in part, on a photograph 
of a statue of him. 
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On March 10, 2014, Brother Joe Rozansky addressed the Assem-
bly of the superiors of the Franciscan Family Association in Ken-
ya. It was the first time since its founding that the FFA assembly 
had an input on JPIC values and approaches. The Franciscan 
family assembles twice a year in the months of March and Octo-
ber.  At these meetings they deliberate on issues of the associa-
tion and receive reports from the various activities run by the 
Franciscan Family Association in Kenya. Br. Joe’s visit was 
prompted by a meeting he had last year with some members of 
the Franciscan family; the participants were so inspired that they 
requested he present the same message to the entire group. 

The message dealt with the foundations of JPIC values, and reflected on their scriptural, magisterial and 
Franciscan sources.  He challenged each participant to a personal, ecological and political conversion. In 
a follow up discussion participants were amazed at how much the current Pope is setting Franciscan 
standards for all by preaching a Gospel of freedom.  

A major beneficiary of Br. Joe’s visit was the office of Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation Francis-
cans Africa (JPICFA). There is greater enthusiasm now in the Franciscan family about the activities and 
initiatives of JPICFA. The office is beginning a process of strategic planning, and various member institu-
tions of the family have indicated their openness to participate. 

Sometime in 2009, Br. Joe Rozansky, OFM, and Br. Bernd Beerman, OFMCap, assembled a seven 
year environmental plan for the Franciscan Family, in collaboration with the Alliance of Religions and 
Conservation (ARC) in England. One of the commitments they made was to promote existing agro-
ecological centers and support the Franciscan Family in establishing others. They reported that: 
 “A data-base of good practices will be invaluable for both the family and wider community. For ex-
ample, our eco-pastoral work in Indonesia with local farmers, tree planting in Kenya, our work in the 
Amazon and with fish farming in Democratic Republic of Congo have all produced good results 
which will act as an inspiration and guide to others.” 
 
Fast forwarding to 2013 in East Africa, where the commitment is bearing fruit.  Richard Kakeeto, 
OFS, the program officer at JPICFA, was working on an environmental booklet for seminarians and 
catechists sponsored by the ARC at the Center for Social Justice and Ethics of the Catholic Univer-
sity of Eastern Africa. When he mentioned that he is Franciscan, one of the staff at ARC remem-
bered the seven year plan. Richard was challenged to develop a proposal in line with the plan that 
ARC could help find funding for. At present, an Agro ecological project has started for the Francis-
can Family in Uganda. It is located on land made available by the Little Sisters of St. Francis in 
Busunju. The project emphasizes the planting of indigenous trees and banana plants, all raised or-
ganically.  It is also investing in bio-gas and water harvesting using appropriate and adaptive tech-
nologies. 
 
The office of JPICFA is thankful for the good will that the Roman VI has built internationally for the 
Franciscans at the grassroots.  Keep up the good work! 
The seven year plan can be found at: 
 
http://www.arcworld.org/downloads/Christian-Franciscan.pdf    
 

BR. JOE ROZANSKY MEETS THE FRANCISCAN FAMILY IN KENYA 

FRANCISCAN SEVEN YEAR ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN (2009) PROMPTS ACTIVI-
TY IN UGANDA (2014) 
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All services of the Bolivarian Conference 
met in Bogota, Colombia, 1-5 April of this 
year.  The JPIC animators held their own 
annual meeting on April 1st.  On the fol-
lowing morning they had a special session 
with the provincials. 

The following brothers met on the 1st: Joe 
Rozansky from the JPIC Office in Rome; 
Joel Castro, Custos of Immaculate Con-
ception Custody of Venezuela (the anima-
tor, Guillermo Mogollon, could not be pre-
sent); Nestor Bustos, animator of Saint 
Francis Province of Ecuador; Jose Hidal-
go, who represented XII Apostles province 
of Peru (the animator, Guido Zegara, could 
not be present because he is serving as 
Visitator to the Central America Province); 
Dayron Hinestroza, animator of Santa Fe 
Province of Colombia; Christian Rodri-
guez, animator of San Pablo Province of 
Colombia; and Carmelo Galdos, animator 
of Saint Anthony Missionary Province of 
Bolivia and JPIC coordinator of the confer-
ence.  Marco Antonio Quinteros of Saint 
Francis Solano Province of Peru joined the 
group on the 2nd. 

Brother Joseph Rozansky presented the 
concerns and activities of the Rome Office, 
and then Brother Carmelo Galdós gave a 
report about the JPIC meeting held the 
previous day.  The morning ended with a 
plenary session, at which the following 
points were highlighted: 

To celebrate the 35th anniversary of the 
naming of Francis as Patron of Ecology, 
the province of San Francisco Solano is 
organizing a Franciscan Theology Week 
from the 1st to the 5th of September; it will 
be directed by Brother Martín Carbajo 
OFM, Rector of the Pontifical University 
Antonianum (taking advantage of the trip, 
he will also offer a workshop in Bolivia). 

It was proposed that a one-page introduc-
tion to the 35th celebration, together with a 
picture or image, be prepared to help dis-
seminate this information. 

JPIC is looking to promote transverse par-
ticipation with the secretariats, but often 
these same secretariats do not take JPIC 
into account when they prepare plans and 
programs. 

With Francis as Pope we are living a spe-
cial moment for development of the social 
dimension of evangelization.  The Pope is 
preparing an Encyclical on Ecology, and the 
JPIC group for the Franciscan Family has 
sent to the Pope their own document on the 
topic. 

Preparations are underway for the General 
Chapter, and the General Definitorium is 
also preparing a text on the ethical use of 
financial resources. 

The Rome Office is preparing a tool kit on 
“Reconciliation and Conflict Resolution,” 
which will be presented and studied at the 
JPIC International Council meeting in Ja-
karta, Indonesia. 

The Provincials asked for information about 
the violence in Venezuela; it was provided 
by Brother Joel Castro.  After the presenta-
tion, it was decided to prepare a letter of 
solidarity to the Church and the people of 
Venezuela calling for reconciliation and 
peace, through dialogue and respect for the 
other. 

 

Br. Carmelo Galdós  

JPIC Coordinator for the  

Bolivarian Conference 
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Br. Maury Smith, JPIC animator for Sacred 
Heart Province in the USA, sent us the report 
he prepared for the provincial chapter.  It is 
summarized in this article.  He noted first of 
all that today’s understanding of the Francis-
can charism intrinsically includes evangeliza-
tion and Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation.  Next he shared the components of 
the provincial plan for JPIC: 
The desired end of this plan is that the Sa-
cred Heart Province Justice, Peace and In-
tegrity of Creation Commission serve the 
guardians as JPIC animators, the guardians 
serve the friars and the friars serve the peo-
ple as JPIC animators. 
 
The plan began with a day of recollection for 
the provincial council and then the guardians 
at the 2011 Leadership Conference.  Reflec-
tion for the day came from Pilgrims and 
Strangers in This World, the resource on 
Chapter Four of our General Constitutions, 
published in 2008. 
 
The provincial council named the guardians 
as local community JPIC Animator. 
A yearly session is held at Leadership Con-
ference on JPIC. A JPIC Workshop is given 
to the postulants. 
 
The JPIC commission is elected by the 
guardians.  It is composed of seven friars, 
and they identified four dimensions to JPIC 
work: Educating, Serving, Advocating, and 
Empowering. 
 
Empowering: Our main goal is to support 
and affirm and serve the transformation of 
the Sacred Heart Province one relationship at 
a time. In particular our discernment led us to 
believe that it is important that we focus on 
encouraging the Guardians to have the friars 
share with the community more about the 
things they already are doing.  So much of 
what our current ministries entail are JPIC 
works.  The Commission also prompted the 
Guardians to encourage the friars to venture 
into some new experience(s) -- the point be-
ing that our experiences and our reflections 
on them are the real "transformers" in our 
lives.  Often something new adds an energiz-
ing spark. 
 
Serving: We serve and assist the guardians 
as JPIC Animators of their local community. 

Advocating: We are focused on immigration 
reform at this time. 
 
Educating: the monthly article by a friar reflect-
ing on his experience of JPIC for the ATP. 
      
The commission meets four times per year, 
three times through a phone conference, and 
once in a face to face meeting.  JPIC infor-
mation is disseminated to the friars frequently. 
 
Future goals will be influenced by the provincial 
chapter, but might include finding ways to deep-
en our commitment to JPIC as an important part 
of our Franciscan Life, a concern for the envi-
ronment, and sharing the outstanding resources 
found in the JPIC section of our OFM website. 
 
The report ended with a quote from the Guide-
lines for the Animation of JPIC (Rome 2009): 
“Living and preaching the Gospel through works 
of reconciliation, peace, justice and care for cre-
ation is not one activity among others: parishes, 
schools, your ministry, care of the Secular Fran-
ciscans and religious women, missions, etc.  
Rather, it is an essential dimension of our voca-
tion, like prayer, fraternity, minority and evange-
lization.  JPIC is a way of life and mission; 
through it we are challenged by the great issues 
of humanity and committed to the cause of all 
people, that all might live with dignity.  Thus, 
JPIC embraces all our life; it is a central axis 
which passes through all the dimensions of our 
religious and Franciscan life: prayer, fraternity, 
formation, economics, vows, mission, etc.  All 
friars, whatever their age of ministry, are called 
to integrate these dimensions in a balanced 
way throughout the course of their lives.” 
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FWEN is an Irish inter-congregational envi-

ronmental justice group established to pro-

mote education and advocacy on sustaina-

ble development issues. More specifically, 

we wish to endorse community values, sus-

tainable living and eco-justice advocacy. 

The group comprises religious and lay rep-

resentatives from eight religious congrega-

tions, including the Sisters of Mercy, 

Presentation Sisters, Loreto Sisters, Order 

of Friars Minor, Franciscan Sisters of the 

Divine Motherhood (FMDM), Missionary So-

ciety of St. Columban, Society of Jesus, and 

a UNANIMA representative. None of us 

would feel competent enough to do any of 

this work alone but we can do quite a lot 

together.   

The group initially began a few months prior 

to Rio+20, the UN Conference on Sustaina-

ble Development held in Rio de Janeiro in 

June 2012, with Ms. Mary Purcell of Mercy 

Global Action and Presentation sister, Sr. 

Maureen O’Connell collaborating to lobby 

civil servants representing the Irish govern-

ment at the conference on mining issues. 

Following Rio, other members including 

Franciscans were invited to collaborate, and 

aware of my own limitations, I was glad to 

get involved. At Rio+20, UN Member States 

agreed to begin a process to develop a set 

of sustainable development goals (SDGs) to 

follow the Millennium Development Goals 

after 2015, and our group was keen to con-

tribute to this process through written sub-

missions and by lobbying politicians.  

Strengths of the group include the fact that 

we can each draw on case studies from our 

members working amongst communities 

around the world at grassroots level, for ex-

ample communities adversely affected by 

mining operations or climate change. These 

case studies give added value and credibil-

ity to our submissions. Members of our 

group also belong to congregations with 

Consultative Status at the Economic and So-

cial Council at the United Nations (UN) such 

as, for example, FI through whom we can 

bring our concerns to the highest levels. Our 

interventions have centred on the protection 

of environmental laws, natural resource jus-

tice and the defence of our communities both 

in the global South and in Ireland against un-

sustainable mining, where there may be viola-

tion of environmental and human rights or 

compromise to the health and well-being of 

local communities.    

To date, we have made seven substantial 

submissions to national government and in-

ternational institutions, and we have met with 

government officials, politicians and commu-

nity leaders to discuss their contents. In addi-

tion, we also write letters to public representa-

tives when needs arise.  

As well as making a submission on the SDGs 

in general and another submission address-

ing our concerns about hydraulic fracturing 

(fracking) in Ireland, others addressed the 

following: (1) Energy, (2) Human Rights, 

Right to Development and Global Govern-

ance, (3) Sustainable Consumption and Pro-

duction, and (4) Promoting equality, including 

social equity, gender equality and women’s 

empowerment to the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th 

sessions respectively of the UN General As-

sembly’s OWG on the formation of SDGs 

(between November, 2013 and February, 

2014).  

Most recently, we submitted a letter asking for 

the human right to water and sanitation which 

had been dropped from the Working Docu-

ment for the post-2015 SDGs to be re-

included in the document.  

 

Cathal Duddy OFM 

JPIC Animator 

Irish Province  
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 Friar Eric Rassani of Pakistan studied Philoso-
phy at the Antonianum in Rome and is currently 
serving at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Lyari 
Karachi, Pakistan. The parish is surrounded by 
Muslims; among them are members of different 
tribes, like the Pakhtoons, who speak Urdu, and 
the Balochies. The parish is in one of the more 
dangerous areas of the country, and problems 
include gang wars, street crime, terrorism, 
fights, drugs and prostitution. The parish is in 
the center of this area, and it is comprised of 
about 700 Christian Catholic Families from all 
parts of the country and from different tribes. 
Their work includes: sanitation (70%), factory 
employment 20%), private jobs (7%) and their 
own businesses (3%). About 6% have been to 
school and the poverty rate is 80%, leading to 
child labour, drug addiction and participation in 
gang wars. The people live hand to mouth.  

As a Franciscan, Eric feels lucky to be appoint-
ed to a place where people are in need, dis-
turbed, rejected, down trodden, and marginal-
ized. There are four churches in the parish, and 
during Lent he visited the houses of the parish-
ioners regularly, which are in the slums. He wit-
nessed the great courage of the people. His 
visits caused him to reflect on how we can be-
come tired visiting the people for 3 or 4 hours a 
day, yet they live there continuously.  And alt-
hough they might be tired and fed up with the 
situation, they have no choice in the matter.  He 
has been strengthened in his Franciscan Voca-
tion, and thinks that the mission in Pakistan is 
great, where people are happy and struggling, 
despite the fact that they live in poverty.  

In this tough situation all in the parish prepared 
to celebrate Easter. During the five weeks of 
Lent they reflected on their situation and related 
it to the passion of Christ. On Passion Sunday 
they began Holy Week well; the parish church-
es became the real Jerusalem, the place of Sal-
vation. The youth did a spectacular job in deco-
rating the streets and the churches, helping 
people to feel that they were actually in Jerusa-
lem with Christ. Their personal experience 
helped everyone understand the spirituality of 
Passion Sunday. The homily encouraged listen-
ers to relate troubles and problems to the pas-
sion of Christ, which will bring better under-
standing of the situation. It will help make our 
faith more concrete, allowing it to be seen as 
participation in the Life, Suffering, Passion, 
Death and Resurrection of Christ. Eric told the 
people that we are the beloved of Christ and 
that He is present in our passion and as experi-
ence His passion, death and resurrection. We 

are not a hopeless but a hopeful people, and our 
hope is the Risen Christ who is no longer dead.  

As one, parishioners experienced the spirit of the 
Lord in themselves and in their celebrations.  As 
one family they prepared Jerusalem in the parish, 
a place of salvation and a promised land.  The 
unity expressed in the liturgy of Holy Week 
showed how the community might also work to-
gether for their social wellbeing. 

The community has opened a primary school in 
one part of the parish with help from friends in 
France.  They thank their benefactors and report 
plans to open two more schools in different areas.  
This will allow children who work for their families 
during the day to study in the evening.  It will help 
address the problem of school dropouts; children 
will be able to do some studies, but also to learn 
skills like hairdressing, cooking, baking, and sew-
ing.  We have hope in the Lord and hope in our 
parish, where there is poverty, illiteracy, child 
abuse and child labour, prostitution, gang wars, 
fights, drugs, and terrorism.  We must not lose our 
hope, since we are people of the resurrection.  We 
do not work for Christian people alone, but pro-
mote peaceful dialogue with our Muslim and Hin-
du brothers and sisters.  In so doing we give wit-
ness to our Christian life. 
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In a letter to the Pope, the bishops of nine Brazilian states accuse hydroelectric plants of destroying 
the lands and affecting the lives of the indigenous peoples in the “legal Amazon” region, which covers 
60% of Brazilian territory (it is made up of the Amazon area itself plus other adjacent lands included in 
government development projects for the region).  The letter was signed by Cardinal Claudio Hum-
mes, president of the Episcopal Commission for the Amazon of the Brazilian Bishops Conference 
(CNBB), and tells the Pope that Brazilian bishops continue to be inspired by his words to them at 
World Youth Day.  The letter denounces hydroelectric projects that destroy the “land and way of life” of 
the indigenous peoples, of those who live along the rivers, and of the quilombos ( Afro-Brazilian de-
scendents of slaves). 

The bishops urge the Catholic Church to speak out about major government and international projects 
that are more concerned with the interests of capital than with the needs of people.   For Hummes, the 
Church needs to demand a voice in these matters, and not be trampled by those who care only for 
money. 

The document highlights for Pope Francis the desire of the bishops to promote and defend the life of 
the inhabitants of the region, as well as its biodiversity.  They also point out their intention to study the 
situation of the big hydroelectric projects and to take action against them.  They confirm their decision 
to defend the most vulnerable sectors of the population.  

In the letter the bishops also call attention to “the complex problem of trafficking in the Amazon” (which 
was the theme of the Lenten Fraternity Campaign of 2014), along with “urban reality, since the greater 
part of the Amazonian population lives in cities.”  One of their desires is “to prioritize pastoral work 
which will help everyone feel the embrace of God, especially those who live on the periphery.” 
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 Indiscriminate mining, with its detrimental impact on 
both the environment and local peoples, is an emer-
ging JPIC priority among the entire Franciscan fami-
ly. Extractive mining companies are entering many 
areas throughout the world with the promise of pro-
sperity for the indigenous people. Instead, the peo-
ple remain impoverished, with some communities 
experiencing an increase in strife and violence 
between those who support and oppose the mining, 
and the land is unequivocally degraded. 
 
“In my work with the worldwide Order, it is obvious 
that in many places around the globe people are 
suffering the negative effects of indiscriminate mi-
ning practices,” said Joseph Rozansky, OFM, direc-
tor of the General Office for Justice, Peace and the 
Integrity of Creation at the Curia of the Friars Minor 
in Rome. “My personal observations are confirmed 
through contact with JPIC promoters of other con-
gregations, who have experienced the same reality 
through their contacts with people at the grassroots. 
The magnitude of the problem demands that we 
speak out in favor of justice.” 
 
Franciscans are called to speak — and act — in 
support of people and creation in situations where 
issues of the environment and justice intersect, and 
parishioners at St. Camillus Parish in Silver Spring, 
Md., are doing just that. The large Latino community 
there has ties to Central America, where mining is 
becoming a serious problem. Members of the Holy 
Name Province ministry are taking a three-pronged 
approach to the issue: praying for positive change,  

educating others about the situation and advoca-
ting for justice. 
 
Information about these efforts is available in the 
Justice and Peace section of the HNP website, 
on the "JPIC in Action" Care for Creation page. 
Entries titled “Franciscan Solidarity Efforts 
Against Indiscriminate Mining” are noted on both 
the education and advocacy subpages. The edu-
cation entry includes, among other resources, a 
link to a video of a Spanish prayer service held at 
the parish in late 2013. 
 
The mining issue also is highlighted in the Rome 
JPIC Office’s 2011 publication Franciscans and 
Environmental Justice: Confronting Environmen-
tal Crisis and Social Injustice, on pages 8 and 9. 
Advocacy organizations like Franciscans Interna-
tional and Franciscan Action Network are prepa-
ring educational events for the Franciscan family 
to help spread awareness and call for change 
within these mining industries. More information 
will be available in a future issue of HNP Today. 
 

By Fran Eskin-Royer - senior staff associate in the 

Holy Name Province’s Office for Justice, Peace and 

Integrity of Creation in Silver Spring, Md. 

 

Related Links 

Dialogue on Life and Mining  

Franciscans International resource 
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Pope Francis after the Angelus  - Vatican City, 27 July 2014 (VIS)  

 
After today's Angelus prayer, the Holy Father, remarking that tomorrow marks the centenary 
of the beginning of the First World War, launched a new appeal for peace in the Middle East, 
Iraq and Ukraine, and called for a cessation of hostilities. 

 
“Tomorrow is the one hundredth anniversary of the outbreak of the First World War, which 
claimed millions of lives and caused immense destruction. This conflict, defined by Pope Ben-
edict XV as a 'senseless slaughter', persisted for four long years and led to a more fragile 
peace. Tomorrow will be a day of mourning in remembrance of this tragedy. While we re-
member this tragic event, I hope that we will not repeat the errors of the past, but will instead 
pay heed to the lessons of history, ensuring that the reason of peace always prevails by 
means of patient and courageous dialogue”. 
 
“Today, my thoughts extend to three areas of crisis, in particular: the Middle East, Iraq and 
Ukraine. I ask you to continue to join with me in prayer that the Lord may grant the popula-
tions and authorities of these areas the wisdom and strength necessary to proceed with de-
termination along the path of peace, facing every diatribe with the tenacity of dialogue and 
negotiation, and the strength of reconciliation. May the common good and respect for every 
person be at the centre of every decision, rather than particular interests. Let us remember 
that all is lost with war, but nothing is lost with peace”. 
 
“Brothers and sisters: no more war! No more war! I think especially of the children, who are 
deprived of the hope of a worthwhile life, of a future: children killed, children injured, children 
mutilated, children orphaned, children who have as toys the remnants of war, children who do 
not know how to smile. Stop, please! I ask you with all my heart. The time has come to stop. 
Stop, please!” 
 
( http://www.news.va/en ) 

 
Prayer for peace* (Vatican Gardens - Jun 08th 2014) 

Lord God of peace, hear our prayer! 

We have tried so many times and over so many years to resolve our conflicts by our own 
powers and by the force of our arms. How many moments of hostility and darkness have we 
experienced; how much blood has been shed; how many lives have been shattered; how 
many hopes have been buried… But our efforts have been in vain. 
 
Now, Lord, come to our aid! Grant us peace, teach us peace; guide our steps in the way of 
peace. Open our eyes and our hearts, and give us the courage to say: “Never again war!”; 
“With war everything is lost”. Instil in our hearts the courage to take concrete steps to 
achieve peace. 
Lord, God of Abraham, God of the Prophets, God of Love, you created us and you call us to 
live as brothers and sisters. Give us the strength daily to be instruments of peace; enable us 
to see everyone who crosses our path as our brother or sister. Make us sensitive to the plea 
of our citizens who entreat us to turn our weapons of war into implements of peace, our 
trepidation into confident trust, and our quarreling into forgiveness. 
 
Keep alive within us the flame of hope, so that with patience and perseverance we may opt 
for dialogue and reconciliation. In this way may peace triumph at last, and may the words 
“division”, “hatred” and “war” be banished from the heart of every man and woman. Lord, 
defuse the violence of our tongues and our hands. Renew our hearts and minds, so that the 
word which always brings us together will be “brother”, and our way of life will always be 
that of: Shalom, Peace, Salaam! Amen. 

(http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/it/prayers/index.html) 
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