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JPIC animators from Franciscan entities in the East 
Asia Conference (EAC) and the Southeast Asia and 
Oceania Conference (SAAOC) gathered in Jakarta, 
Indonesia from June 13 to 17, 2014  to share experi-
ences and visions concerning JPIC-related issues from 
the past 3 years.  Our host-friars from the Province of 
St Michael could not have been more hospitable!  From 
Day #1 it was evident we had much to share and to 
discuss, since there was considerable diversity in both 
the cultural contexts and the problematic situations 
represented by this vast region.  We had animators 
from entities as small as East Timor and Hong Kong to 
larger ones such as Indonesia, Japan, India and the 
Philippines.  For a number of the animators, this was 
their first such major JPIC gathering and several noted 
that they had just assumed this responsibility of coordi-
nating JPIC animation earlier this year.  
 
Our first 2 days were more or less taken up by reports 
from each entity represented; there was a brief period 
allotted for each animator to share about his entity’s 
JPIC undertakings and then questions to follow for 
clarification.  For our Foundation in Thailand, some of 
the issues that come to the forefront play a less promi-
nent role in other countries; for example, the plight of 
asylum-seekers and their vulnerability in Thailand as 
they await resettlement in a 3rd (host) country.    
 
JPIC involvement in each entity depended on the local 
context; Australia, for example, was more active in the 
areas of mining and immigration while Korea put more 
energy into protests against election fraud and nuclear 
power. Taiwan had more involvement in issues such as 
government spending on weapons, the death penalty 
and protests against same-sex marriage while Hong 
Kong looked closer at issues of political reform, land 
preservation and garbage disposal.  Given this diver-
sity, Joe Rozansky commented in one of his presenta-
tions that all JPIC documents are based on mandates 
from the General Chapters of the Order. He added that 
there are no guidelines that are completely suitable for 
every context and province; we should each adapt 
them to our local situation.  
 

There is strong encouragement to work for more col-
laboration between JPIC and evangelization and for-
mation throughout the Asian conferences. For forma-
tion, for example, the Korean province has a “Signs of 
the Times” seminar for student friars every month and 
an intensive JPIC course for 2nd-year student friars in 
the summer. The Province of Indonesia has “study 
days” on JPIC for its friars in simple profession. This 
encouragement goes not only for initial formation, but 
extends to what is done in ongoing formation as well. In 
fact, the 2 conferences in Asia proposed a two week 
JPIC course next summer (2015), to be held  in Quezon 
City, Philippines, Friars involved in evangelization and 
formation will also be invited to attend.  The Rome JPIC 
office will help coordinate the course and in some of its 
planning. Although it will mainly target the Franciscan 
family and be done from a Franciscan perspective, it will 
be open to interested laity and non-Franciscan religious 
as well. 
 
Coming out of this conference in Jakarta was also the 
decision to have greater networking among the anima-
tors. Not surprisingly, we realized that such networking 
not only helps us to stay better informed about what is 
happening in the realm of JPIC in our region, but also 
can serve to inspire one another and stimulate creativity 
in our various approaches, plans and activities. In some 
entities there are justifiable concerns about the sensitiv-
ity of JPIC involvement when the political climate is so 
restrictive; one example of this would be the current 
situation in Myanmar, although the country continues to 
open more to the outside world.  
 
We were grateful to have additional input during the 
meeting from the JPIC Office in Rome and from Markus 
Heinze and Budi Tjahjono of Franciscans International. 
After our final day there was an opportunity to go sight-
seeing in Jakarta, courtesy of our Indonesian friar-
hosts, together with the delegates who had just arrived 
for the International Council meeting of JPIC that dove-
tailed our own. May we who are animators be all the 
more animated by such encounters with our brothers in 
Francis! 
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The Africa Continental Meeting for JPIC was held at 
Portiuncula Center in Nairobi, Kenya from August 28 to 
September 3, 2014.  Animators from 5 of 11 African 
entities were present: Zimbabwe, Mozambique,  South 
Africa, Saint Francis Province of East Africa and Mo-
rocco; the animator of the Holy Land was also present 
(he participates with the animators of Africa for JPIC 
activities).  Missing were Congo Kinshasa, Congo 
Brazzaville, Incarnate Word Province of East Africa, 
Guinea Bissau, Angola and Egypt.  Joe Rozansky of 
the Rome JPIC Office was also present. 
 
 Participants began with a look at the reality in each of 
the entities present, and then evaluated the work of the 
last two years.  Great emphasis was placed on the 
need to foster greater communication among the JPIC 
animators themselves, with the provincials and other 
friars in the entities, and with the Rome Office.  Forma-
tion activities included: 
 

- a mini-workshop on the Franciscan Toolkit 
for Peacebuilding and Reconciliation 
(prepared by the JPIC Animation Committee 
of the Order); 
 
- a presentation on how to prepare a provin-
cial plan for JPIC, with time to work on a plan 
for each of the entities; 
 
- a study of the Lineamenta for the General 
Chapter, with a discussion on possible JPIC 
proposals for the Chapter; 
 
- a very informative session presented by Mr. 
John Katunga of CRS (Catholic Relief Ser-
vice) on mining and conflict in Africa, with a 
special focus on the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- a session with a representative of Francis-
cans International to help the animators under-
stand how they might collaborate with FI, es-
pecially in regard to the UPR (Universal Peri-
odic Review); 
 
- a short session with Br. Nicodeme Kibuze-
hose, General Definitor from Africa. 
 

The animators were inspired by a message sent to 
them from the Minister General, encouraging them to 
work hard for JPIC in Africa, where the needs are so 
great.  The message is being translated and will be 
shared with all of the friars of Africa. 
 
The last two days of the meeting were organized to-
gether with the Provincials of Africa, who were also in 
Nairobi for their annual meeting.  On September 2 the 
provincials and animators visited a refugee center run 
by Caritas International, where the Capuchin Sisters are 
working.  All present were deeply touched by the tragic 
stories of the refugees who met with us.  On September 
3 the animators and provincials met together at the pro-
vincial Curia to discuss JPIC in the conference.  The 
provincials made it clear that JPIC needs to provide a 
report each year to the conference; it is meant to help 
provincials evaluate the work and to consider the activi-
ties to be undertaken.  The provincials accepted the 
recommendation of the animators that Br. Xavier Mu-
kupo of Zimbabwe be named JPIC coordinator for the 
Conference.  Xavier has been tasked with promoting 
the communication necessary to energize JPIC work 
throughout the continent, work that is done not only by 
the animators, but by many friars in the entities. 
 
Evaluation of the meeting was very positive and, with 
the approval of the provincials, the next JPIC meeting of 
the Conference will take place in Morocco in October 
2015.  
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Twenty-three friars and four lay people met in Bogota, the 
capital of Colombia, from September 21 to 27, 2014, for 
the IV JPIC Continental Meeting of the Americas.  We 
were fraternally welcomed by the host provinces, Santa 
Fe and San Pablo, who shared their lives as Friars Minor 
in this beautiful country.  Four participants were from the 
Brazilian Conference, three from the Southern Cone, six 
from the Bolivariana, four from Mexico/Central America/
Caribbean, and six from the English-Speaking Confer-
ence.  Brothers Fabio L’amour and Joe Rozansky were 
present from the Rome Office, along with Amanda Lyons 
and Norma Pfeiffer (Bolivia Office) of Franciscans Inter-
national. 
 
The meeting was deeply marked by prayer: we cele-
brated and listened to God’s word against the back-
ground of the socio-political difficulties that we learned 
about and experienced in regard to mining and politics 
and economics.  It led to fraternal discussion and to a 
critical awareness of what we need to do as brothers in 
this context of exploitation and looting of the natural re-
sources of America. 
 
Our experience was enriched by the presence of the 
Franciscan Family of Colombia.  They spent all day with 
us on Tuesday the 23rd.  They too had gathered to deal 
with the issue of mining and exploitation of natural re-
sources, and the day we spent together allowed us to 
share our experiences, analyze together and choose 
some joint activities that we might undertake in the deli-
cate situation of our continent. 
 
A high point of the Americas meeting was the day dedi-
cated to “reality visits.”  Participants were divided into two 
groups.  The first went to Ubaté-Cundinamarca, where 
the novitiate of the Santa Fe province is located, and 
where the friars face major difficulties related to mining.  
The second group visited the periphery of Bogota, where 
the friars of San Pablo province work with those who 
have been displaced (the “desplazados”) by war and 
mining in Colombia; the group walked through the 
neighborhood and shared some experiences. 
 

The methodology of the meeting revolved around time 
with the Lord, information (analysis and discussion) and 
experience.  We strove to nourish our reflection through 
experience, motivated by the Lord Jesus who constantly 
challenges us as Friars Minor and as animators of JPIC.  
In continuity with the International Councils of Jakarta and 
Nairobi, and with the last Continental Meeting of the 
Americas which was held in Quito, we worked to align the 
topics dealt with at the international meetings with the 
challenges that we face in the Americas.  Based on our 
reflections, participants accepted the following proposals: 

Proposals for the Order based on the Lineamenta for the 
General Chapter:  
- Promote greater insertion in all provinces, especially in 
places of social fracture. 
- Promote a change in article 3 of the GGCC (from a cleri-
cal to a mixed institute). 
 
JPIC proposal for the General Chapter: 
- In initial and ongoing formation, promote the three central 
themes of the Jakarta International Council: lifestyle; envi-
ronmental justice (mining); eradication of hunger. 
 
Proposals to be pursued by JPIC in the Americas at the 
continental level: 
 
- Communication: create a team with a representative from 
each Conference that will meet annually (Jaime Campos of 
the Cono Sur will serve as coordinator of the team).  Each 
conference can choose whomever they wish as represen-
tative. 
- Collaboration: promote common work throughout the five 
conferences of the continent in regard to mining and immi-
gration.  One specific activity will be joint activities between 
the English-speaking conference and the Guadalupe con-
ference (Mexico/Central America). 
 
After days spent in discernment, analysis and sharing, 
participants proposed that in the Americas the following 
aspects be highlighted as challenges: 
 
- To insist on and animate in each Conference and entity 
the necessity (as proposed by Pope Francis) of insertion 
among the poor, in both initial and ongoing formation 
(understood as starting point for conversion in the life and 
mission of our entities, and not as something incidental). 
- To promote the following proposals based on the central 
themes of the Jakarta Council meeting: 
 
Lifestyle: option for the poor.  Help to create a mentality 
less concerned with consumption, a simpler life based on 
the necessary (strategic consumption).  Make use of the 
document “New Lifestyle” during formative opportunities, 
including house chapters.  Strengthen a spirituality of mi-
nority, raising awareness of the manipulative power of the 
consumerist mentality in our societies. 
 
Environmental Justice: accompany judicial cases where 
activities of people involved in mining issues at the commu-
nity level have been criminalized (look for information about 
leaders who are being persecuted or are imprisoned; work 
with Franciscans International, the Rome JPIC Office and 
other international organizations to provide support and just 
treatment for these leaders). 
 
Celebrations: in our entities promote, at the end of No-
vember or beginning of December, celebrations together 
with the Franciscan Family for the 35th anniversary of Fran-
cis being named Patron of Ecology.  Use the website cre-
ated for this purpose (francis35.org), and include the issues 
related to mining in this celebration.  Do the same for the 
celebration of World Water Day on the 22nd of March. 
 
Eradication of Hunger: look for, coordinate and partici-
pate in the agro-ecological production of food in each re-
gion, encouraging our fraternities and local communities to 
become involved.  Find out if there exist in the region 
groups of economic solidarity and/or Fair Trade and be-
come part of these activities (involve the fraternity, eccle-
sial community, schools, etc.). 
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Two months ago our Minister General Michael Perry 
wrote to the JPIC animators of Africa on the occasion 
of their continental meeting.  The core of his message, 
however, serves as a reminder to all JPIC animators of 
the importance of their ministry in the building up of 
God’s Kingdom.  With some minor adaptations, he 
wrote that:  
 
“…While … threats to peace and security across the 
[globe] give cause for a sense of pessimism and per-
haps even despair, we Friars Minor must ask our-
selves just what might be our response to these cri-
ses?  What do we need to learn, what do we need to 
change or discard, what do we need to formulate and 
initiate in order that we might communicate the voice 
of Christ, a voice of hope and a promise of love and 
fulfillment to all people?  What are we now doing that 
actually is helping us to become more aware of the 
multiple challenges facing the world, facing the lives of 
people living next door to us, and those who are in 
search of new models of life capable of generating a 
universal and universalizing quest for life, for peace 
and reconciliation, for the development of a more just 
and equitable world in which all people everywhere 
might enjoy their rights and make sure they promote 
the rights and dignity of others. 
 
I urge you to stay the course, and not to abandon the 
human, Christian and Franciscan quest for a more just 
and equitable world.  I urge you to work closely with 
one another, coordinating your activities in a manner 
that will help to learn from the past and to help one 
another create new approaches that will help the Fri-
ars of the Order understand that ‘Justice and Peace 
are in the DNA of a Friar Minor.’  I also urge you to 
work more closely with the Provincial, Vicar-Provincial, 
and Definitorium of your respective provinces so as to 
strengthen the unity of love and care lived among you 
as brothers of the Gospel.   
 
The work of a JPIC animator is one of the most chal-
lenging ministries that exists within the Order and the 
Church.  I am sure there are occasions of great dis-
couragement when you might be tempted to abandon 
the JPIC ministry and take up something different in 
your respective provinces or custodies.  I urge you, I 
beg you, I encourage you to continue to work tirelessly 
for the sake of the Order, the Church and world pre-
cisely so that the conditions of the Kingdom of God 
might find a space in which to develop and 
grow.  Continue to give a faithful witness to the trans-
formative power and inner joy of the Gospel life, caring 
for the poorest of the poor, for the marginalized, for 
those who are in disfavor before the eyes of human 
beings, for those who are ill and who need special 
prayers, and for stewardship of the resources and the 
fruits of the earth.  
   
To you, our JPIC Animators, I offer to you the following 
invitation: 
*Be men of prayer 
*Be men of deep faith, hope and love;  
*Be men who carry about themselves the 'joy of the 
Gospel' and who share this with others; 
*Be missionaries of the Gospel, proclaiming liberty to 

captives, restoration of sight to the blind, setting the 
captives free, those held in all forms of oppression, all 
forms of dependence, all forms of injustice; 
*Be Friars and Minors living faithfully, creatively and 
courageously the Gospel life with passion, conviction, 
and competence; and 
*Be men who work in collaboration, communicating 
regularly with one another,  with the central office of 
JPIC at the General Curia, with members of other 
branches of the Franciscan life/movement, with laity, 
and with those other humanitarian-focused or rights-
focused groups, and with people of all faiths and creeds 
who are committed to the values of the Kingdom of 
God. 
 
I urge you to invest time and energy in the study of the 
General Chapter document or Lineamenta, and to  
study also Pope Francis' Apostolic Exhortation   
Evangelii gaudium, and to share the fruits of your reflec-
tion and prayer with the brothers at JPIC meetings, and 
with the Order in preparation for the 2015 General 
Chapter. 
 
Know you are supported by me and the General Defini-
torium and you also are in our prayers.   
 
Fraternally yours in Christ and Francis, 
 
Bro. Michael A. Perry, OFM 
Minister General and Servant 
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A statement from the Franciscan friars of Holy 
Name Province: A FRANCISCAN CALL TO ACTION 
 
“Let the children come to me, and do not hinder 
them.” (Matthew 19:14) 
 
Over the past months, tens of thousands of unaccom-
panied children from Honduras, Guatemala and El 
Salvador have arrived at the southern border of the 
United States. They are desperately seeking refuge. 
These children are fleeing their homes for many rea-
sons; chief among them, to escape: rampant violence, 
a breakdown of the rule of law, and cultures of fear 
and hopelessness in their countries of origins. The 
U.S. is only one of the nations where these children 
are seeking protection. Since 2009, Mexico, Nicara-
gua, Costa Rica, Belize and Panama have seen a 
712% increase in refugees seeking asylum. 
 
One story that illustrates the dire predicament faced by 
many children and youth in Central America comes 
from a young man currently living in one of our Fran-
ciscan parishes in Maryland: 
 
Jose is a 15 year-old boy who recently was detained in 
the U.S. after fleeing his native country of Honduras. 
His parents owned a small business there. When a 
drug cartel tried to coerce them to assist with the car-
tel’s criminal activities, his mother and father refused. 
The next day, both of Jose’s parents were brutally 
killed. A violent gang then tried to recruit Jose, still 
shaken by his parents’ murders. Fearing for his life, 
Jose decided to seek refuge in the U.S. He says that 
returning to Honduras would be a death sentence. 
This testimony and thousands of others from child 
refugees lay a moral claim on our compassion. They 
also present unique opportunities for us as Catholics 
and Franciscan-hearted people to live out our faith and 
our Franciscan values. 

 
Pope Francis challenges our nation to consider the fac-
tors that compel these children to leave their homes and 
embark on perilous journeys to hoped-for safety: “I 
would like to draw attention to the tens of thousands of 
children who migrate alone, unaccompanied, to escape 
poverty and violence. This humanitarian crisis requires, 
as a first urgent measure that these children be wel-
comed and protected.” Heeding this message demands 
that we hold up the values of justice, compassion and 
hospitality to counter anti-immigration action, slogans 
and hate speech wherever they occur. 
Take Action Today! 
 
Contact your parish and local Catholic Charities Office 
to find out about what you can do to respond to the 
most immediate needs of the unaccompanied children 
refugees. 
 
We also encourage you to contact your members of 
Congress 1-888-562--8232 and ask them to: 
 
1. Oppose the Obama Administration’s request for “fast 
track” authority to speed the removal of unaccompanied 
children back to their countries without first appearing 
before an immigration judge. 
 
2. Provide adequate funding to protect unaccompanied 
children arriving in the U.S. and respond to their basic 
needs, including legal representation while their immi-
gration cases are pending. 
 
3. Address the root causes that compel children to flee 
their homes by providing robust funding for targeted 
development programs in Central America and Mexico, 
and a comprehensive regional plan to address this is-
sue. 
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Mining and other extractive industries have long been 
a major concern for Franciscans. In resource-rich 
countries—rich or poor—we too often see large cor-
porations reaping exorbitant profits at the cost of envi-
ronmental destruction and other devastating impacts 
borne primarily by vulnerable or marginalized groups. 
In solidarity with local actions by Franciscans around 
the world, the global Franciscan family has increas-
ingly sought out ways to join efforts and take decisive 
and concrete action at a regional or international level 
in favor of more just policies and practices related to 
mining. Here are just a few examples for those inter-
ested in learning more: 
 
Networking of Groups Concerned with Mining 
 
Franciscans have been active participants and lead-
ers in several important initiatives to build better con-
nections between individuals and groups working on 
these issues, including: the special focus on mining by 
the Integrity of Creation Working Group of the USG-
UISG’s JPIC Commission; the network of religious 
participating in the grassroots Dialogue on Life and 
Mining in Latin America; and the coalition of faith-
based and lay organizations operating at the NGO 
Mining Working Group at the UN. 
 
Promoting Better Global Standards related to Extrac-
tive Industries. 
 
In addition to its ongoing advocacy at the UN in nu-
merous areas of concern to Franciscans, Franciscans 
International (FI) has promoted several joint efforts 
engaging Franciscans in international campaigns at 
the UN with a specific focus on mining. For example, 
an inter-Franciscan delegation advocated at the UN 
Regional Forum on Business and Human Rights in 
Bogotá in August 2013 and the UN Global Forum on 
Business and Human Rights in Geneva in December 
2013. A Franciscan representative will also attend the 
first African Regional Forum in Ethiopia this month. 
Most recently, Franciscans around the world partici-
pated in two important and successful international 

campaigns calling on their national representatives to 
support a binding international treaty on business and 
human rights and another to guarantee the right to wa-
ter in the proposed UN Sustainable Development 
Goals. Both of these campaigns will continue, but the 
achievements so far are critical advances toward more 
just and sustainable global standards.  
 
FI has launched a key publication titled, “Development: 
Sustainable for Whom?,” which includes a special con-
sideration of natural resource extraction and builds on 
previous Franciscan writings prepared for Rio+20. With 
the Mining Working Group, FI also co-authored an ad-
vocacy brief educating policy-makers on a Rights-based 
Approach to Natural Resource Extraction.  
 
International Advocacy on Specific Cases 
The global Franciscan family has also acted in solidarity 
to use our collective voice at the international level to 
call for justice and peace in critical cases where our 
brothers and sisters are active at the local level. Just a 
few notable joint campaigns focused specifically on 
concerns related to mining include: Brazil, Canada, Co-
lombia, Democratic Republic of Congo, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Papua New 
Guinea, Peru, and the Philippines. 
 
Together this collaborative inter-Franciscan work seeks 
to respond to and build on the momentum and commit-
ments assumed at our Rio+20 gathering in June 2012. 
We are guided in this work on mining by our shared 
vision of a society that is organized consistent with 
Franciscan values, respecting human rights and the 
integrity of creation, guaranteeing an equitable sharing 
of resources, and ensuring lasting peace.  
 

 
Franciscans International  

New York Office 

 

  

  

CONTACT OCTOBER 2014 

MINING: JOINT EFFORTS OF THE GLOBAL FRANCISCAN FAMILY  

TO ADVOCATE FOR JUSTICE 

http://jpicroma.wix.com/jpicroma#!mining/cfm6
http://franciscansinternational.org/fileadmin/images/News/2014/Dialogue_on_Life_and_Mining.pdf
http://franciscansinternational.org/fileadmin/images/News/2014/Dialogue_on_Life_and_Mining.pdf
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https://miningwg.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/owg-press-release-mwg.pdf
https://miningwg.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/owg-press-release-mwg.pdf
http://franciscansinternational.org/fileadmin/docs/Environment/FI_20booklet_Development-Sustainable_20for_20whom_Nov_202013_final-EN.pdf
http://franciscansinternational.org/fileadmin/docs/Environment/FI_20booklet_Development-Sustainable_20for_20whom_Nov_202013_final-EN.pdf
http://franciscansinternational.org/fileadmin/docs/Environment/Advocacy_Brief.pdf
http://franciscansinternational.org/fileadmin/docs/Environment/Advocacy_Brief.pdf
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Br.  Joe Rozansky, director of the Rome JPIC Office, 
recently traveled to Brazil to represent the OFMs at 
the foundational meeting of REPAM – the Pan-
Amazon Ecclesial Network.  The Administration of 
the Order was interested in having someone at the 
meeting for two reasons.  First is because OFMs are 
present in most of the countries that make up the 
Amazon basin.  Second is because the meeting was 
being convoked by Cardinal Claudio Hummes, our 
Franciscan cardinal who is close friends with Pope 
Francis.  Organizers of the meeting reached out to 
the bishops of the Amazon region and to other reli-
gious and laity who are present in the region, but 
wanted to guarantee a Franciscan presence as well.  
Just below is the foundational declaration of the or-
ganization. 
 
Promotion: 
LATIN AMERICAN EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE 
Department of Justice and Solidarity 

EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE OF BRAZIL  
Episcopal Commission for the Amazon  

 

DECLARATION OF THE CREATION OF REPAM 
(Pan-Amazon Ecclesial Network) 
 
“Pan-Amazonia: source of life in the heart of the 
Church” 
 
Brasilia (Brazil), September 12, 2014 
 
“ The Church is not in the Amazon like someone 
with their bags packed ready to leave after ex-
ploiting it. She has been there since the begin-
ning with missionaries, religious congregations, 
priests, laity and bishops, and her presence is 
decisive for the region” (Pope Francis in Rio de 
Janeiro, 07.27.13) 
 
At a meeting held in Brasilia (Brazil) September 9-12, 
2014, participants from eleven countries came to-
gether like the confluence of many rivers; hope 
flowed freely and, like Jesus, we wanted “to give life 
and to give it in abundance.” Pan-Amazonia offers 
many complex challenges. We took them on, trusting 
in Him who “loved us first” and who has called us by 
name. In this spirit, and building on meetings in Puyo 
(Ecuador – April 2013), Lima (Peru – June 2013) and 
Manaus (Brazil – October 2013), we took one more 
decisive step in our Gospel commitment to announce 
the Kingdom of Life. We are privileged witnesses to 
the official establishment of the Pan-Amazon Eccle-
sial Network - REPAM. 
 
This initiative has emerged through the action of the 
Holy Spirit who has guided and continues to guide 
the Church in the process of incarnating the Gospel 
in Pan-Amazonia. This portion of the Earth is a bi-
ome where life is present in its mega-diversity as a 
gift of God for all. However it is a land that is increas-
ingly devastated and imperiled. Big extractive pro-
jects, monocultures and climate change are all creat-
ing grave risks for the environment.  They threaten 

human dignity and the self-determination of peoples, 
and above all offend the incarnate Christ present in the 
indigenous peoples, in those who dwell along the rivers, 
in rural workers, in those of African descent and in 
those who live in cities. The situation demands urgent 
pastoral action. 
 
The Pan-Amazon region is a “source of life in the heart 
of the Church,” where ancestral cultures express the 
harmony that exists between people and nature.  In this 
same perspective, Pope Francis offered some very spe-
cific advice:  “our vocation is to care for all of creation, 
for its beauty, as the book of Genesis tells us and as 
Saint Francis of Assisi shows us. We must have respect 
for all of God’s creatures and for the world in which we 
live” (03.19.2013). It is upon this pastoral mandate that 
REPAM has been founded. It is a response to the ur-
gent need to care for life in harmony with nature, build-
ing on the ample and diverse presence of the Church in 
Pan-Amazonia.  
 
Through REPAM we declare our commitment to re-
spond in an effective and integral way to the cries of 
today’s world. We accept as our mission: “To create in 
the Americas an awareness of the importance of Ama-
zonia for all humanity. To create in all local churches of 
the Amazon basin an integrated pastoral approach with 
specific priorities in order to promote a model of devel-
opment that privileges the poor and serves the common 
good” (Aparecida Document 475). 
 
This process has been driven by the Department of 
Justice and Solidarity of CELAM (Latin American Epis-
copal Conference) and by the Episcopal Commission 
for the Amazon of the CNBB (Episcopal Conference of 
Brazil), under the joint leadership of Cardinal Claudio 
Hummes and Bishop Pedro Barreto. Important as well 
was the involvement of the leadership of the Caritas 
Secretariat for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(SELACC); of the leadership of Latin American and 
Caribbean Confederation of Men and Women Religious 
(CLAR); and of the missionaries who have dedicated 
their lives to the work in Pan-Amazonia.  The ecclesial 
dimension of this project has been further highlighted by 
the active presence of Caritas Internationalis, of CIDSE 
and of fraternal collaborators from the Church in Europe 
and North America, who have for decades been com-
mitted to the evangelizing mission in Amazonia. We 
also value the presence of the Pontifical Council for 
Justice and Peace.  
 
We were strengthened by the inspiring message of 
Pope Francis, which arrived through the mediation of 
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Secretary of State. It noted that 
REPAM is “a true experience of fraternity, a journey of 
solidarity and a holy pilgrimage.” This is our mission and 
our ecclesial commitment in “Pan-Amazonia: source of 
life in the heart of the Church.” 
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 (an article by Frei Betto, OP) 
 
Different from the Pontiffs before him, and faithful to 
his option for the poor, Francis wants to hear from 
those who represent the poor.  Leaders of the popu-
lar movements in various countries will meet with 
Pope Francis in Rome from October 27 to 29.  From 
Brazil the participating organizations are: the Land-
less Movement (Sem Terra), Via Campesina, Central 
de Movimentos Populares, Levante Popular da Ju-
ventude (Youth), Coordinacão Nacional de Enti-
dades Negras, CUT (Central Unica dos Trabalha-
dores), the Rural Women’s Movement, and an in-
digenous representative from the Terena tribe. 
  
The event is an extension of the symposium, “The 
emergence of the excluded,” held at the Vatican in 
December 2013.  It has been called a Global Meet-
ing of the Popular Movements, which will include 
the presence of 30 bishops coming from different 
regions who “maintain strong ties with social work 
and with popular movements." 
  
The meeting is the result of joint efforts by the Pon-
tifical Council for Justice and Peace, headed by Gha-
nian Cardinal Peter Turkson, and various popular 
organizations.  According to the invitation, the objec-
tives of the meeting are: to share the social thought 
of Francis; to prepare a synthesis of the vision of the 
popular movements regarding the causes of unequal 
growth and increasing social exclusion in the world; 
to reflect on the organizing practices of the popular 
movements; and to propose popular alternatives that 
might “confront the problems created for the poor by 
financial capitalism and transnational corporations, 
with the intention of building a global society based 
on social justice, done from the reality of excluded 
workers.”   
 
Furthermore, participants will seek “to discuss the 
re-

lationship of the popular movements with the Church, 
and how to promote this relationship.  Among the 
planned panels and workshops are: "Social Exclusion 
and Inequality"; "Social Inequality in light of the docu-
ment The Joy of the Gospel"; "Catholic Social Teach-
ing"; "Environment and Climate Change"; "Social Move-
ments for Peace"; and "Coordination between the 
Church and Popular Movements." 
  
This is the first time in the history of the Church that a 
Pope invites leaders of social movements to a three-day 
meeting, and not just to a simple ceremonial audience.  
There is something unprecedented in this initiative: 
in the past, in order to discuss the world situation, 
Popes have called together bankers, employers and 
business people.  Francis, true to his option for the 
poor, wants to hear their representatives, bringing about 
a significant change in the class of interlocutors of the 
Catholic Church. 
  
In his document The Joy of the Gospel (November 
2013), Francis judges capitalism to be intrincically 
unjust: "...until exclusion and inequality in society and 
between peoples are reversed, it will be impossible to 
eliminate violence… This is not the case simply be-
cause inequality provokes a violent reaction from those 
excluded from the system, but because the socioeco-
nomic system is unjust at its root.” 
 
(in Brasil de Fato, 9/25/2014 

  http://www.brasildefato.com.br/node/29944 )  

 

To know more about the meeting in Rome:  

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2014/10/28/

po-

pe_meets_members_of_world_meeting_of_popular_m

ovements/1109632 
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 Vatican City, 17 October 2014 (VIS) – World Food 
Day, held on 16 October, was instituted in 1979 by the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) in order to raise public awareness and 
strengthen solidarity in the fight against hunger, mal-
nutrition and poverty. To mark the occasion, the Holy 
Father sent a message to the director general of the 
FAO, Jose Graziano da Silva, extensive extracts of 
which are published below. 
 
“Again this year, World Food Day echoes the cries of 
our many brothers and sisters who, in many parts of 
the world, do not have enough to eat each day. … 
Despite the progress that is being achieved in many 
countries, recent data continue to indicate a troubling 
situation, contributed to by the general reduction of 
public development aid”. 
 
“The theme proposed by the FAO for this year's World 
Food Day – 'Family farming: feeding the world, caring 
for the earth' – highlights the need to begin with peo-
ple, as individuals or in groups, to propose new forms 
and methods of management for different aspects of 
nutrition. Specifically, it is necessary to give greater 
acknowledgement of the role of the rural family, and to 
develop its full potential. ... Indeed, the family pro-
motes dialogue between generations and provides the 
foundation for a true social integration, aside from rep-
resenting that hoped-for synergy between agricultural 
work and sustainability; who, more than the rural fam-
ily, is concerned with preserving nature for generations 
to come? And who, more than the rural family, has at 
heart cohesion between people and social groups?” 
“Defending rural communities from the serious threats 
posed by human action or natural disasters must not 
merely be a strategy but rather a form of permanent 
action aimed at promoting their participation in deci-
sion-making, at making appropriate technologies avail-
able, and extending their use, always with respect for 
the natural environment. Acting in this way can alter 

the methods of international cooperation and aid for the 
hungry and malnourished. Never more than in this mo-
ment has the world needed unity between people and 
among nations to overcome the divisions that exist and 
the conflicts in progress, and above all to seek concrete 
ways out of a crisis that is global, but the burden of 
which falls mostly on the poor. … Think of the men and 
women, of every age and condition, who are victims of 
bloody conflicts and their consequent destruction and 
misery, the lack of housing, medical care and educa-
tion, who lose every hope of a dignified life. We have an 
obligation towards these people, of solidarity and shar-
ing”. 
 
“To defeat hunger, it is not enough to meet the needs of 
those who are unfortunate or to help through aid and 
donations those who live in situations of emergency. It 
is necessary, instead, to change the paradigm of aid 
and development policies … It is also necessary to 
change how we understand work, economic aims and 
activity, food production and the protection of the envi-
ronment. This is perhaps the only possibility for con-
structing an authentic future of peace, threatened nowa-
days by insecurity in relation to food”. 
 
“The Catholic Church, on her part, while pursuing her 
charitable activities in the different continents, remains 
available to offer, enlighten and accompany both the 
elaboration of policies and their concrete implementa-
tion, aware that faith becomes visible by putting into 
practice God's plan for the human family and for the 
world through that profound and real fraternity that is 
not exclusive to Christians, but that includes all peo-
ples”. 
 
Source: NEWS.VA: 
http://www.news.va/en/news/francis-on-world-food-day-
to-defeat-hunger-it-is-n 
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