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The Fifth European Congress of OFM JPIC Ani-

mators was held in Trogir, Croatia, from April 29 

to May 3, 2013.  There were a total of 62 partici-

pants, including 29 OFM JPIC animators, provin-

cials, other friars, three friars from the General 

Curia in Rome, sisters and lay people.  The con-

gress was divided into three parts; each one of-

fered a different perspective on our position and 

mission in the modern European Areopagus, es-

pecially regarding issues of justice, peace and 

integrity of creation: 

 

The first two days offered a series of fifteen lec-

tures and discussion on the European context for 

establishing and promoting JPIC values.  The 

seminar was organized by the Franciscan Institute 

for the Culture of Peace in Split.  Speakers came 

from universities, faculties and academies in 

Split, Zagreb, Sarajevo, Mostar, Vienna and 

Rome; they presented their analysis of the mod-

ern world and offered keys for understanding how 

we can work for the excluded, the poor and the 

oppressed.  The proceedings of the Congress, 

both lectures and discussions, will soon be pub-

lished by the Franciscan Institute for the Culture 

of Peace in Split. 

 

The third and fourth days were dedicated to a re-

flection on the status of JPIC in the Order, and on 

formation for JPIC. Michael Perry OFM, Minister 

General, sent a paper entitled: “Reflecting on an 

Important Component of our Franciscan DNA: 

Justice, Reconciliation and Peace.” It provided 

an experience-based emphasis on JPIC as authen-

tic spirituality.  Joe Rozansky OFM, director of 

the Rome JPIC office, gave an update on JPIC 

work in the Order.  Fabio L'Amour OFM, Vin-

cente Felipe OFM, Francisco O'Conaire OFM and 

Joe Rozansky OFM organized various formation 

activities for veteran and new animators. 

 

The last day was dedicated to work by conference.  

Each of the five European conferences shared in-

formation about their work and reflected on con-

crete ways to further promote JPIC values in their 

own reality.  One issue highlighted by many par-

ticipants was the situation of the immigrants com-

ing to Europe.  All animators were encouraged to 

make use of the document prepared for UFME 

(the Union of European OFM Entities), Guide-

lines for OFM Pastoral Work with Migrants in 

Europe.  This document can be found on the 

webpage of the Order.  Participants were also 

asked to discuss possible proposals that JPIC 

might present to the upcoming General Chapter in 

2015.   

 

Finally, a decision was made that the coordinators 

of the five European Conferences would meet at 

the General Curia in Rome on September 21 to 

continue discussions about common projects and 

activities. 
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The International JPIC Animation Committee met 

in Rome from the 27th to the 31st of May, 2013.  

Those present were Markus Fuhrmann (Germany), 

Ilidio Maluleque (Mozambique), Rene Flores 

(Central America), Vicente Felipe (link with the 

General Definitorium) and Fabio L’amour and Joe 

Rozansky (Rome Office).  Matthew Beckmann 

(Australia) was absent due to a serious health issue 

(and we are happy to report that he is now doing 

well as he rehabilitates in Australia). 

The committee considered three resource materials 

that are being prepared: one on active non-

violence and conflict resolution; another on our 

work with the excluded; and a third on the ethical 

use of economic resources.  Each of the materials 

was studied and suggestions were made for chang-

es and corrections.  A discussion then followed on 

how to promote their use around the world. 

Other topics that were treated during the meeting 

included: 

• Evaluation of the annual JPIC course in 

Rome, and discussion about how to encourage 

greater participation in the course among the fri-

ars. 

• Discussion about participation in the World 

Social Forum.  During the last few years our 

Rome JPIC office has been responsible for organ-

izing the presence of the Franciscan family at the 

Forum.  We want to continue participating, but 

would like to include other members of the family 

in the organization process. 

• Discussion about the need to prioritize JPIC 

work in the OFM conferences and entities, espe-

cially where the work is weak.  But it was also 

pointed out that it is important to work with the 

Franciscan family and with civil society.  All 

agreed in the end that there must be a balance be-

tween these two activities. 

• Evaluation of the Latin America Missionary 

Congress, held in Canindé, Brazil, and our partici-

pation in the congress.  The committee agreed that 

the experience was positive, and we should contin-

ue to promote it in the future. 

• Consideration of the logo contest to be pro-

moted by the Rome office.  It was decided to 

begin on June 5th, and to invite all of our contacts 

to participate. 

• Update on the Amazon project.  Joe Rozansky 

will be visiting both Requena and Iquitos.  He will 

work with the missionaries and with those whom 

they serve. 

• Update on our participation at Rio + 20 in Brazil.  

Sixty members of the Franciscan family were pre-

sent: a small group at the official gathering sponsored 

by the United Nations (including representatives of 

Franciscans International), and a larger group at the 

Peoples’ Summit.  The members of our Franciscan 

delegation were also able to meet together to discuss 

our own approach to the issues raised at Rio + 20.  

We decided together to accept and work on three 

proposals dealing with: our lifestyle; the difficulties 

associated with mining around the world; and a cam-

paign to say NO to the Green Economy. 

• A report on the 5th European Continental meet-

ing, held in Trogir, Croatia, in May of this year.  This 

topic led to a discussion of our continental meetings 

in general.  We need to be in touch with the other 

continents (Africa, Americas and Asia) to schedule 

their respective meetings.  At all of these meetings 

participants should be consulted about the issues we 

would like to raise at the General Chapter. 

• Planning for the next International Council 

Meeting for JPIC (ICJPIC).  The committee consid-

ered various dates and venues.  After appropriate 

consultation, it was decided that the meeting will take 

place in Indonesia in the second half of June, 2014.  

All conference coordinators need to be informed 

about these dates. 

• Our OFM JPIC office will collaborate with Ro-

mans VI (the group of JPIC animators for the Fran-

ciscan family) to plan a celebration of the 35th anni-

versary of the naming of Saint Francis Patron of 

Ecology.  It will take place in November 2014. 

• Ilidio updated the committee on the possibility of 

offering JPIC formation at the Franciscan Study Cen-

ter in Lusaka, Zambia.  The director of the center is 

interested and we need to work out details with the 

other members of Romans VI. 

• Markus updated the committee on recent chang-

es at Franciscans International. 

• The committee studied the feasibility of promot-

ing regional JPIC courses outside of Rome.  We 

would like to promote such courses beginning in 

2015.  Rene and Ilidio will study the possibility of 

organizing the first course either in Latin America or 

Africa. 

 

The next meeting of the Animation Committee will 

take place in El Salvador, in December of this year. 
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The Province of San Felipe de Jesús de México, 

through its JPIC Commission, has made a de-

finitive option in favor of human rights and de-

fense of the environment. While we are con-

cerned in a general manner throughout the en-

tire province, we have our sights fixed on the 

region of Chiapas-Tabasco because of its pos-

session of great natural riches. The government 

is also focused on Chiapas, but not with the 

intent of protecting it, rather for its exploitation 

by private companies in ways such as mining. 

Therefore, we are committed to the develop-

ment of greater consciousness for the need for 

the respecting human rights and for ecological 

education. To address these concerns we are 

promoting public demonstrations and ecologi-

cal rallies for: village clean-up campaigns, the 

reforestation of eroded areas, etc., love for and 

care of nature, our Mother Earth.  

 

As an annual JPIC activity, we hold at least one 

rally to promote the environment and human 

rights. This is done in conjunction with the 

communities. The youth of these communities 

are enthusiastic participants. These activities 

intend to raise awareness of the need to care for 

our common “Home”; that we are all creatures 

of God and are part of the good earth which 

deserves the loving care of God’s children.  

 

On April 27, 2013, we held an ecological rally 

whose purpose was to protest and register our 

disagreement for the dumping of garbage in the 

heart of the Selva Negra by the Municipal 

Council of Rayon, Chiapas. It is an area of jun-

gle and coniferous forests that are being con-

taminated. As of this time, there is no solution 

offered by the government, though allegations 

have been made before the appropriate bodies. 

For now, the process continues of using that 

area as a landfill and of a search to relocate the 

dump.  

 

Among other things, through all the activities 

that we do as JPIC, we have achieved recogni-

tion of the Commission of Justice and Peace. 

We have attracted the interest of various com-

munities for the care of their forests and water 

which are already in private hands and which 

governments intend to lease for exploitation, 

principally water, leaving the communities to 

resort to rationing. Other achievements have 

been the suspension of work of “exploration” 

by mining companies in an area of some fifty 

thousand hectares. This was accomplished through 

organizing efforts by the communities who have 

become aware of the serious destruction that oc-

curs as a result of mining operations. There is no 

formal monitoring on our part in these mining are-

as, so we rely on information gathered from par-

ticipants at the various deanery meetings. 

 

There is still much to do. We need more friars 

who are interested in becoming part of the work 

and of the promotion of JPIC values. The invita-

tion is open to brothers of the entire order, of any 

province, to come and experience an ecological 

retreat in Chiapas. This is the little that I can 

share. Peace and all goodness. 
 

Fray Adin Morales López, ofm 

JPIC Provincial Animator 
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This year in Honduras various conflicts have taken 

place between local communities and mining compa-

nies. One took place in the Florida sector, in Atlanti-

da, Honduras.  

 

The Claretian Brothers are our pastoral companions in 

this place. The community, rich in flora and fauna, 

prohibits all mineral extraction to maintain it as a 

place suitable for culture and living. Businesses have 

purchased a section of this area. Some farmers, how-

ever, refuse to sell their lands. The situation is becom-

ing increasingly conflictive and dangerous due to gun-

men who intimidate the community. They are creating 

insecurity and hostility. Some people have left the 

area due to threats against the lives of villagers and 

human rights activists. 

The conflict will continue as long as the companies 

maintain a posture of intimidation and aggression 

against the population who refuse to sell their lands, 

their family heritage. 

 
SOLIDARITY OF HONDURAS OFMs WITH CLARETIANS OF 

CENTRAL AMERICA AND ABOUT CONFLICTS RELATED 

TO MINING ACTIVITIES IN THE DIOCESE OF CEIBA, AT-

LANTIDA. 

 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice…

blessed are those who work for peace… blessed are 

those who are persecuted for the sake of justice”  

Mc. 5, 6-11 

The JPIC animators of Honduras, after discussion 

with representatives of environmental, religious and 

human rights organizations concerning the events in 

the communities of Florida in the Department of  

Atlantida and in response to the statement of the 

Claretians, declare our agreement with the statement 

and highlight the following:  

 

1. “We repudiate the climate of anxiety which pre-

vails in these communities created by the armed 

guards who frighten and harass those who oppose 

this nefarious project. Also, we renounce the par-

ticipation of the National Police in the repression 

and persecution of the leaders of the farming 

communities who have organized against this 

mining project. 

2. We urge civil authorities to carry out their duty 

and inform and consult citizens about projects 

that impact them and whose consequences could 

cause irreparable damage to the environment. 

3. We ask for a thorough judicial investigation by 

the public prosecutor's office and the defender of 

human rights so that those responsible for the 

recent acts of violence are punished in an exem-

plary manner under the law. 

 

We express our concern and disapproval of all that 

harms the peace and harmony of the population, the 

integrity of life and mother nature herself; thus: 

• We urge governmental and municipal authori-

ties to protect the life and physical integrity of 

Father Cesar Espinoza, missionary priest of the 

Congregation of the Claretians, and urge the 

leaders of their respective communities. We also 

remind the companies involved of their obliga-

tion to respect the rights of people and the natu-

ral resources in the area. 

• We are concerned about the acts of violence, 

especially of armed groups, which terrorize the 

communities. We also fear that these situations 

might turn into social conflicts, creating division 

in the same communities. 

• We ask that the technical studies showing the 

availability of water for communities will not be 

affected, along with the points in the minutes of 

these meetings, or the certifications of the ac-

ceptance of the project by the communities. 

 

Based on our Franciscan charism and as promoters of 

Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation, we agree 

with the feelings and actions expressed by our Claretian 

brothers:  

 

"We affirm that the relationship between Fr. Cesar Es-

pinoza and the communities of the Florida region is 

marked by the Gospel of Jesus, the social doctrine of 

the Church, the Magisterium of the Latin American 

Church and the guidelines of our religious congrega-

tion. The behavior of Fr. Cesar is appropriate to his 

Christian commitment and his service as pastor of the 

communities where he is assigned.  It is a situation re-

quiring humanitarian and Christian accompaniment of 

missionaries like himself, given the obvious violations 

of the human rights of individuals and communities. 

We affirm that his pastoral praxis is part of the pastoral 

praxis of Jesus who announced the Kingdom of God: a 

Kingdom of life, fraternity, and equality for all. As 

Jesus puts it: ‘I have come to the world so that they 

may have life in abundance’ (Jn. 10,10). Therefore, as a 

religious congregation established more than forty 

years ago in Honduras, with a particular presence in the 

Department of Atlántida, we are in solidarity with, sup-

port and endorse the missionary efforts of Fr. Cesar 

Espinoza CMF in the region". 

 

In the hope of being faithful to our General Constitu-

tions we conclude with the passage: “The friars, as 

followers of Saint Francis, are bound to lead a radi-
cally evangelical life, namely: ...to announce the 

Gospel throughout the whole world and to preach 

reconciliation, peace and justice by their deeds, and 

to show respect for creation” (GGCC 1). 

Tegucigalpa, Honduras, June 24, 2013 
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This year, from the 12th to the 14th of September, 

some 60 brothers and sisters from various congrega-

tions participated in the second New Generation of 

Religious Life Congress in Honduras. Participating 

were one friar student and eight Franciscan sisters. 

Participants sought to develop an understanding of the 

reality of this country from a faith perspective. Talks 

included: 

- The spirituality of creation, Br. René Arturo Flores, 

OFM 

- Justice and faith: Sr. Ercilia Ferrer, CNS. 

- The hope of religious life: Sr. Margaret, O.Carm. 

- The witness of a religious in a place of conflict: Cesar 

Espinoza, Claretian. 

The reflections helped define guidelines for religious 

life to orient options for new life. I believe that Francis-

can spirituality had an impact, especially in the reflec-

tions and the sharing of the sisters. This report is based 

on the results of the entire meeting. 

 

15 September 2013 

“You have been told, O mortal, what is good and what 

the LORD requires of you:  to do justice, to love good-

ness, and to walk humbly with your God.  (Micah 6,8)” 

 
The New Generation of Religious Life held its second 
National Congress: “Called to Integrate Creation, 
Faith and Justice” in the Valley of the Angels, Tegu-

cigalpa. We spent intense days of reflection on issues 

raised by various experts about the socio-political reali-

ty of our country. They were experts not only because 

of their knowledge, but also because of their commit-

ment to the people who are constant victims of the ex-

tremely hard, unfair and inhuman existence that attacks 

everyone, most especially the poorest and most forgot-

ten of this society. We can do no more than to raise our 

voices in order to unite ourselves in a cry for justice 

and peace in Nueva Esperanza, in the Municipality 

of Tela, in El Corpus in Choluteca, in Santa Barba-
ra, in El Negrito, Yoro, Adalteca Cedros in Francis-
co Morazán and in other places as well, who struggle 

against mining which inflicts great damage upon the 

natural resources. They struggle because these re-

sources are the means of livelihood of the people, but 

principally because they are a gift of God, given to all 

for the benefit of all. So we are committed to caring for 

these gifts and to protect them from those who manipu-

late and destroy them.  

 

Therefore, we call upon those in authority, those re-

sponsible for the nation’s common interests and for the 

security of these resources, to focus their interest, ef-

forts and actions to this end and to do so with honesty, 

transparency, dedication and care. They should do so 

promptly and effectively so that the people will experi-

ence their companionship and their effort for the bene-

fit of all.  

 

Among us there are religious sisters and brothers who 
have experienced threats against themselves and 
against ecclesial coworkers to whom they are commit-
ted. They are threatened simply because they accom-
pany, listen to and feel the distress of those who di-
rectly suffer these abuses, aggressions and intimida-
tions. These sisters and brothers are motivated by their 

awareness of God’s own Plan for the People, for every-

one. They cannot remain indifferent to anything that dis-

tracts them from God’s dream for us. We urge the au-

thorities of the places where these men and women 
live to offer adequate protection and security, which 
will guarantee the peace required to continue to walk 
freely with the people that God and the Church has 
entrusted to them.  
 

We are well aware of this struggle as well as the efforts 

to silence it, to truncate it. Tragically, this is carried out 

by the very people who should support and protect this 

work for justice, the same authorities who have received 

the complaints about the situation. Far from solving it, it 

is reported that they look away and routinely use vio-

lence to silence it, disregarding the lives of these com-

mitted people. This is the fate of Berta Cáceres, Tomás 

Membreño and Aureliano Molina. It is a political act 

against the indomitable blood of Lempira and its people. 

 

Enough is enough! There is too much violence, too much 

injustice and too much corruption, fruit of self interest 

and powerful ambition. Conscience, will and values have 

been compromised to such a degree that the creation of 

model cities at Amapala, Suyapa Village and others  

places have been chosen for a select few, while ignoring 

the housing needs of millions who live in squalid places 

that lack the basic necessities to which all are entitled. 

Enough, because it is not possible to own one’s own 

piece of land and begin to build something that would 

feel like one’s one place. This is the case in Zacate 

Grande where people have struggled for more than  

twenty years to legalize land possession. Yet big compa-

nies are able to secure the same land in just a few hours 

with documents of unproven legality, and use it to buy 

votes through their false generosity.    

 

As young religious who are dedicated to the protection of 

life and creation, we pray that our plea for the promo-

tion of justice, peace and the common good of our 
peoples be heard. As Bishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero, 

prophet and martyr of the Salvadoran people, said: "the 
glory of God is that the poor live." But they will only 

be able to live in justice and solidarity if they receive that 

which is already inherently theirs by dignity and human 

right. 

 

Tegucigalpa, Honduras, 15 September 2013. 
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The fifth Joint JPIC Conference of Japan and Korea 

was held in Ulsan, Korea, from 26 to 30 August, 

2013.  At the joint seminar, we visited a Korean 

nuclear power plant and listened to the people of the 

antinuclear power movement to learn more about the 

present status of this issue in Korea.   

 

We, the Japanese JPIC, reported on the antinuclear 

power movement, the nuclear power business, and 

on renewable energy in Japan.  We also provided the 

most recent information about the amendment to 

Article 9 of the Constitution (the article prohibits 

war as a means of settling international disputes, 

renounces the sovereign right to belligerency, and 

aims at an international peace based on justice and 

order).  The Korean JPIC also reported on their ac-

tivities for this year. 

 

We recognized that mutual understanding has been 

deepened between our Japanese and Korean JPIC 

groups as a result of our joint conferences, and 

agreed that at the next joint conference we will study 

and discuss the different perceptions that exist be-

tween Japanese and Koreans about the historical 

events that are now a political issue between our 

governments.   

In the Japanese Province, the provincial chapter will 

be held this year and those responsible for the ani-

mation of JPIC may be changed at chapter, but we 

will ask the new Definitorium and the new members 

of the JPIC Committee to continue the joint confer-

ences.  The conference concluded with celebration 

of the Eucharist. 

The Japan JPIC Committee. 

 

 

 

Animation: Seminars and Workshops 
 

JPIC Animation for Guardians, JPIC Staff and Councilors 

in the Custody of Papua.  In the history of its presence 

and activities, the Secretariat for Justice and Peace (SKP 

= Sekretariat Keadilan dan Perdamaian) is a part of the 

diocese of Jayapura.  Several friars were involved in the 

office: Theo van den Broek, Budi Hernawan and Rudolf 

Kambayong.  

The office was intensely involved with human rights cas-

es in Papua and offered an important contribution to pro-

motion and respect for human rights.  In 2009 the dioce-

san Secretariat for Justice and Peace was closed, and in 

May 2010 the Friars of the Custody established their own 

office of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation, and Br. 

Eddy Roshariyanto OFM was named director of the of-

fice.   

After some time Eddy felt the need to promote animation 

of Franciscan and JPIC values, since JPIC is first of all “a 

part of our Franciscan DNA”, and not merely an activity.  

He planned a program for JPIC animation in order to 

raise awareness and educate the friars, helping them un-

derstand that JPIC is an integral part of Franciscan life.  

The animation took place January 16 to 19, 2013, at St. 

Anthony Friary, Sentani, Papua.  Br. Peter C. Aman OFM 

was invited as resource person.  Some of the material 

presented at the workshop included: the History of JPIC 

in the Church and in the Order of Friars Minor; JPIC in 

Initial and Ongoing formation; revitalization of JPIC Val-

ues in the life and ministries of the friars; ecology and 

justice.   

All guardians, JPIC staff and members of the Council 

were present.  At the end of the workshop participants 

organized future programs for implementing JPIC values 

in the daily life and ministries of the friars, both in initial 

and ongoing formation. 

 

Meeting of the Franciscan Provinces of Pakistan, In-

dia and Indonesia 
 

The Province of Indonesia organized a meeting for three 

Franciscan Provinces (Pakistan, India and Indonesia) in 

Wisma Erema, Cisarua, Puncak, West Java, which was 

held 3 to 5 April, 2013.   

It was planned by General Definitor, Br. Paskalis B. 

Syukur OFM, in order to enhance collaboration among 

the Provinces.  Eleven brothers participated, including 

Provincial Ministers, JPIC animators, secretaries of For-

mation and Studies, and secretaries of Evangelization and 

Interreligious Dialogue.   

Participants decided to strengthen collaboration among 

the Provinces.  Each Province chose a priority that will 

serve as a model for the other Provinces.   

Pakistan will promote dialogue with other religions, espe-

cially Islam.  India has been entrusted with promotion of 

Evangelization and Formation and Studies. Indonesia will 

work with JPIC as its priority. 
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While the acute crisis in Syria rightfully commands 

our attention today, at some point policymakers will 

need to recognize and address the root causes of this 

and other conflicts to avoid the tragic repetition in 

the future. Climate change is one of those causes.  

Current and retired US military leaders identify cli-

mate change as a “threat multiplier.” (1)  The Syrian 

crisis is one such manifestation, as well as a grave 

harbinger of the future if climate change is not ad-

dressed urgently through rapid reductions in global 

GHG emissions and resources to prepare for and 

mitigate its impacts, particularly for vulnerable pop-

ulations.   

 

Over 800,000 Syrians have lost their entire liveli-
hoods as a result of unprecedented droughts (2) 

From 2006-2011, up to 60% of Syria’s land experi-

enced  “the worst long-term drought and most severe 

set of crop failures since agricultural civilizations 

began in the Fertile Crescent many millennia 

ago.”(3) Since 2007, rains in northern Syria have 

been 30-40 percent of their normal levels.(4)  Green-

house-induced climate change has caused greater 

warming patterns around the Mediterranean, contrib-

uting to an increase in droughts.(5) If current rates of 

global greenhouse gas emissions continue, yields of 

rainfed crops in Syria may decline by up to 57 per-

cent in the coming decades.” (6) 

 

In some areas, crop failures reached 75%.(7) Herd-

ers in the northeastern region of Syria lost around 

85% of their livestock.(8) Over 800,000 Syrians 

have lost their entire livelihood as a result of this 

unprecedented drought, man-made desertification 

and lack of irrigation.  Up to 60 percent of Syria's 

land and 1.3 million people (of a population of 22 

million) have been affected.(9)  Syrian villages lo-

cated in the Fertile Crescent – the birthplace of agri-

culture – which had been continuously farmed for 

8000 years, have been abandoned.(10)   

 

Mass migrations from rural villages to urban 

centers fomented unrest 
The sheer number of impoverished, angry farmers 

provided the perfect fuel for uprisings, as crime and 

hunger created tensions with the government. Syrian 

Representative to the UNFAO, Abdullah Bin Yehia, 

asked the US government for funding to assist 

15,000 small-holding farmers in northeast Syria 

stricken by drought, to prevent social unrest.  He 

told US government officials that the Syrian Minis-

ter of Agriculture stated that the economic and social 

fallout from the drought is “beyond our capacity as a 

country to deal  

with.” (11) http://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/

cables/08DAMASCUS847_a.html 

 

“So tens of thousands of frightened, angry, hungry and 

impoverished former farmers flooded constituted a 

‘tinder’ that was ready to catch fire.  The spark was 

struck on March 15, 2011 when a relatively small 

group gathered in the town of Daraa to protest against 

government failure to help them.  Instead of meeting 

with the protestors and at least hearing their com-

plaints, the government cracked down on them as sub-

versives.”(12)  Riots broke out all over the country, and 

approximately 100,000 people have thus far been killed 

in a conflict without a resolution in the foreseeable fu-

ture.   

 

Aspirations for a thriving peaceable future for the hu-

man family must include a global commitment to ad-

dress climate disruption by reducing global GHG emis-

sions and meaningful funding that enables human soci-

eties to prepare for, build resilience to, and address its 

impacts.       

 

1. http://www.politico.com/story/2013/02/climate-

change-is-threat-multiplier-87338.html 

2. http://www.ifrc.org/docs/appeals/09/

MDRSY001eu2.pdf 

3. http://thinkprogress.org/romm/2012/03/03/437051/

syria-climate-change-drought-and-social-unrest/?

mobile=nc 

4. http://grist.org/food/2010-01-15-drought-drives-

middle-eastern-peppers/ 

5. http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/

stories2011/20111027_drought.html 

6. http://climateandsecurity.org/2013/01/10/prepared-

remarks-on-global-food-and-climate-security/ 

7. http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/

gar/2011/en/bgdocs/Erian_Katlan_&_Babah_2010.pdf, 

p. 15. 

8. http://www.reuters.com/article/2010/11/15/us-

climate-syria-idUSTRE6AE2BT20101115 

9. http://www.ifrc.org/docs/appeals/09/

MDRSY001eu2.pdf 

10. http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/14/world/

middleeast/14syria.html?

adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1330449407-

yAiPXrD1kQsKbG2Bb5A61A&pagewanted=1 and 

http://www.iisd.org/pdf/2009/

rising_temps_middle_east.pdf 

11. http://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/

cables/08DAMASCUS847_a.html 

12. http://www.theatlantic.com/international/

archive/2013/09/your-labor-day-syria-reader-part-2-

william-polk/279255/ , Part 6. 

This article is reprinted with permission of the Friends 

Committee on National Legislation in the USA. 
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The 2014 JPIC course will be held April 29 to May 09.  New JPIC animators and any others interested should 

reserve these dates.  

In 2013 a student of the Salerno Province participated in the course and shared the following reflection on his 

experience: 

I participated in the 2013 JPIC course at the Antonianum in Rome. The theme was: Believers and the Ques-
tion of Sustainable Development.  It was very interesting and highly formative. 

I was not present as a JPIC animator, but as a first year theology student from the OFM province of Salerno 

in Italy.  However, I was invited to participate in the morning sessions reserved for the JPIC animators. 

During the course I was able to share the story of many JPIC animators from around the world and to hear 

how they work in their own entities.  The work in small groups allowed me not only to learn about the different 

realities of our Order but to face the challenges that all of us experience in relation to the issues of JPIC.  It al-

lowed me to understand what this area of the Order is all about. 

This experience was also enriching for my local fraternity.  When I returned home I shared the stories of the 

participants on issues raised during the course, along with my positive impression of the event.  Above all I 

thank the Lord, who guides us in all things, for all that I experienced during the course.  I thank my formators, 

who provided me the opportunity to be at the course, and all who participated in the course.  I want to thank in a 

special way those who organized the course, Brothers Joe, Fabio and Nicola, along with the presenters and our 

JPIC animators who are scattered throughout the world. 

 

Brother Giuseppe Iovino ofm 

  

CONTACT OCTOBER 2013 

JPIC COURSE  

 REFLECTION OF A PARTICIANT 

LOGO Contest for JPIC 

Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation 

The deadline for submission of a logo has been extended until the end of November.  Logos will be evaluated by 

the JPIC Animation Committee at its December meeting.  Once again we include the guidelines for participation: 

 
To help identify and promote our OFM JPIC work, the friars who work in the Rome Office and the Animation 

Committee will sponsor a contest to find a LOGO.  The contest will start on June 5th 2013 - World Environment 

Day.  We invite you to create a LOGO for our JPIC work that will help attract people’s attention and highlight the 

work we do as Franciscans to promote justice, peace and care for creation.   

 

THE PROPOSAL 

 
We are therefore promoting a contest to find the best LOGO for OFM JPIC. Entries should be submitted by the end 

of November 2013 (send them via pax@ofm.org).  The winner will be chosen by the International Animation Com-

mittee for JPIC, and the winning LOGO will become the property of the JPIC Office in Rome.  The winner will 

receive a letter of recognition from the Minister General, along with a statue of Saint Francis from Assisi. 

 

Consider passing this information on to others who might be interested in entering the contest.  Help those who 

would like to participate to understand better our charism, our values, and our commitment to promoting JPIC in 

today’s world. 

 

Thank you for your collaboration. 

 

Joe Rozansky, Fabio Lamour and the International Animation Committee for JPIC 


