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The General Office of JPIC in Rome offered its 
annual course on Justice, Peace and the In-
tegrity of Creation from April 17-27, 2012, at 
the Pontifical University Antonianum, in col-
laboration with the Chair of JPIC at the Univer-
sity.  The course was coordinated by the direc-
tors of the Rome JPIC Office, Br Joe Rozansky 
and Br. Fabio L’amour, and the theme of this 
year’s course was “Peace and Reconciliation”. 
 
JPIC animators participated from various parts 
of the world, including friars from the Philip-
pines, Thailand, Cambodia, Egypt, Spain, Italy, 
Colombia, Venezuela, Guatemala, Peru and 
Kenya. 
 
Morning sessions were devoted to the specific 
formation of JPIC promoters and dealt with the 
Values and History of JPIC; the Role of the 
Animator; Collaboration between JPIC and 
Formation; Collaboration between JPIC and 
Evangelization; an Introduction to the Man-
dates of the General Chapter of 2009; a 
deeper look at the book “Pilgrims and Strang-
ers” and at the booklet “Ecology in the Daily 
Life of the Friar Minor”; developing a JPIC pro-
gram for the Entities of the Order. 
 
Afternoon sessions were dedicated to the con-
tinuing study and understanding of issues re-
lated to Peace and Reconciliation presented 
by professors from the Antonianum, as well as 

by visiting professors who specialize in 
these topics.  The first week of the course 
dealt with “Hermeneutical Aspects of 
Peace.”  The second week employed a 
practical and experiential approach and 
focused on understanding the “Work for 
Reconciliation and its Effects”.  Simultane-
ous translation was provided in the three 
official languages of the Order. 
 
On the weekend between the first and sec-
ond part of the course participants had the 
opportunity to go to Assisi (Saturday) and 
to visit the General Curia (Sunday).  These 
visits offered a more relaxed moment for 
fraternal interaction and sharing of per-
sonal experiences. 
 
Br. Jose Rodriguez Carballo, Minister Gen-
eral, and Br. Michael Perry, Vicar General, 
both visited the participants during the 
course.  They thanked those present and 
stressed the importance of engaging the 
Order on matters related to Justice, Peace 
and the Integrity of Creation, and of deep-
ening the spirituality of JPIC in each Entity 
 
Participants offered a very positive evalua-
tion of the course, and are enthusiastically 
promoting next year’s version, which will 
address the question of Environmental 
Justice. 
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The Southern Cone Conference (Paraguay, 
Argentina and Chile) held a meeting at San 
Francisco de Mostazal in Chile from April 30 to 
May 4.  Participants included Provincial Minis-
ters, Secretaries for Formation (Initial and On-
going), Secretaries for Evangelization and Mis-
sion, and Animators for JPIC and Education.  
The theme for this year’s meeting was the val-
ues of Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Crea-
tion (JPIC), with special attention paid to Envi-
ronmental Justice.  The two objectives for the 
meeting were to:  
 

- Animate the friars in regard to the val-
ues of JPIC in our Project of Life, ac-
cording to Mandate 43,a of the General 
Chapter of 2009 (cf. Bearers of the Gift 
of the Gospel, 43,a). 
 
- Deepen our reflection on the issue of 
Environmental Justice in the context of 
the Southern Cone (cf. BGG, 43, b). 

 
Besides the friars, various sisters of the Fran-
ciscan family and two religion teachers were 
present for the workshop on “Spirituality and 
Environmental Justice,” which was presented 
by Eduardo Agosta, a Carmelite who is profes-
sor of physics and theology. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The 5th FRANCISCAN ECOLOGIGAL 
MARCH was held on May 20 at the Fran-
ciscan ecological sanctuary Jardín Cerrado 
(“Walled Garden”) located on Mount 
Ybytyruzú.  Many people participated.  A 
significant group from the Franciscan family 
was there, including representatives from 
all Orders and Congregations present in 
Paraguay, a good number of brothers and 
sisters from the Secular Franciscans with 
their National Minister, JUFRA, NIFRA and 
the Friends of Saint Francis of Assisi.  The 
celebration was organized by the OFM 
Custody of Paraguay and a group of laity 
who also work at the ecological center. 
 
The event included ecological celebrations 
and reflections, a talk on ecology and 
global warming, and a Mass held in the 
Grotto of the Virgin, which is a natural ca-
thedral.  Posters that showed the value of 
ecology and the environment were placed 
along the route; they were meant to help 
raise awareness and concern for nature 
which has been so mistreated.  For those 
present, the experience was beautiful and 
unforgettable. 
 
The Marian and Franciscan ecological 
sanctuary “Walled Garden of Ybytruzú,” is 
located on the highest point in Paraguay.  It 
has been established on one hand for culti-
vation and growth of the spiritual dimension 
through contact with the beauty of nature, 
and on the other as a school for ecological 
and environmental formation. 
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During the Thematic Social Forum, held 
January 24-29 in southern Brazil (Porto Ale-
gre), the Franciscan Family conducted a 
debate entitled: “Franciscans for Environ-
mental Justice.”  The event was held on 
January 27 and attracted 35 people, among 
them: Franciscan Catechist Sisters, Fran-
ciscan Sisters of Christian Penance and 
Charity, Franciscan Sisters of our Lady of 
Aparecida, the Bernardine Franciscans of 
the III Order of Saint Francis, the Order of 
Friars Minor (provinces of Holy Cross, Im-
maculate Conception, Saint Francis and the 
Foundation of Our Lady of Fatima), the 
Secular Franciscans, Franciscan Youth, 
and other associates who work in the Pro-
ject of Economic Solidarity and the Francis-
can Solidarity Service – SEFRAS. 
 
Given the grave contradictions and social 
inequalities that exist, and the understand-
ing of Mother Earth as a source of profit 
and exploitation, the objective of the debate 
was to reflect on elements of the Francis-
can charism that help further the idea that 
“a better world is possible.”  In the context 
of the Thematic Social Forum, the event 
“Franciscans for Environmental Justice” in-
cluded Franciscans from various parts of 
Brazil, especially from the South.  Also pre-
sent was Hugo Paixão (Franciscan Solidar-
ity Service – São Paulo) who presented an 
overview of Rio+20/People’s Summit, a dis-
cussion on the ecosystem, and how events 
are being organized. 

Moema Miranda (IBASE-Rio de Janeiro), 
spoke on the Zero Draft Document for Rio 
+ 20, and offered a political analysis of 
what is behind it.  Brother Rodrigo Peret 
OFM (Franciscan Action for Ecology and 
Solidarity – Minas Gerais) reflected on 
“Green Economy,” and on the role of 
Franciscans in both the debate over this 
proposal and on creation of a new model 
for society.  Brother Orestes OFM (Human 
Rights specialist in Porto Alegre), gave an 
overview of social movements, their 
changes, and how they are currently or-
ganized within civil society.   
 
Participants felt that the debate was very 
positive.  They noted that the opportunity 
to bring together Franciscans who work in 
a variety of social settings to discuss and 
learn about such important questions 
helped to make the journey richer and 
challenged them to seek greater social 
insertion.  They considered how to provide 
formation and information about environ-
mental justice (which includes the ques-
tion of social justice) based on the Fran-
ciscan charism.  They also considered 
how to develop a methodology that will 
lead us to be a transforming presence in 
society.  These questions stood out as 
challenges for our work and witness as 
Franciscans.  

 
The theme of this Social Forum was: 
“Capitalist Crisis, Social and Environ-
mental Justice.” It was part of prepara-
tions for the People’s Summit/Rio+20.  
The Summit is a process parallel to the 
official UN Conference, which will be held 
in June of this year in Rio de Janeiro. It 
will bring together thousands of people 
and organizations, including unions, social 
movements, governmental agencies, reli-
gious groups, youth movements, and oth-
ers.  It will offer debates, plenary ses-
sions, talks and group activities to pro-
mote the idea that “a better world is possi-
ble.” 
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On the International Day of Water, March 22, a press conference was held to present 
to the public the Pastoral Letter of the Bolivian Bishops’ Conference on Ecology.   
 
OFM Archbishops Jesus Perez and Luis Sainz, along with Brother Orlando Cabrera 
OFM, actively participated on the team that drafted the Letter.  It begins and ends with 
references to St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology.   
 
It deals with the responsibility of Christians and the Church to keep a faith-filled eye 
on the universe and on those things which threaten it.  True development must in-
clude a life of dignity for all, and challenges us as disciples and missionaries to be 
stewards of creation.   
 
The text makes significant reference to the fundamental principles for the care of 
creation found in Catholic Social Teaching.  
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JPIC in India has an animator and three 
members (one each from the province, the 
Custody and the Foundation).  They are sta-
tioned in various states and ministries, and 
each is engaged in different apostolates 
with a JPIC thrust.   
 
We are still creating the road map for JPIC 
activities.  A general awareness and com-
mitment are visible in the brotherhood. But 
the serious involvement and collective ac-
tions at all ministries are yet to be worked 
out.  As three entities, we need to form and 
develop JPIC in all areas of our ministry. 
 
1. JPIC value in initial and Ongoing forma-
tion. 
 
A JPIC values syllabus is in the process for 
all the stages of initial formation, and will be 
studied at a meeting of the formators.  In 
postulancy JPIC values sessions are al-
ready introduced.  The basic course in-
cludes an introduction to the Indian Consti-
tution, and human right issues are also part 
of the academic curriculum.   
Student friars are encouraged in social is-
sues, project works and assignments on hu-
man rights and ecological issues. Their ex-
posure programs are arranged with a JPIC 
thrust.  Students in the Basic course have 
taken the initiative to form an ‘Eco club’ in 
the friary. 
Students at regency level are initiated to 
JPIC values in a less structured situation 
and are asked to spread the peace prayer 
and to form eco clubs in their work place.  
During the intensive preparation for solemn 
profession, JPIC value sessions are held for 
two days. 
 
For Ongoing formation, JPIC values were 
recalled during the pastors gathering, and 
they were asked to use the liturgy and the 
pulpit for promoting JPIC values in the local 
areas as a community responsibility. 
 

2.  Special attention in the parishes: 
 
At all our parishes various means are 
used to raise awareness of JPIC issues, 
like Sri Lankan refugees in Madurai, 
Tamil Nadu.  At various parishes we offer 
legal advice, and support human rights, 
the empowerment of women and ecologi-
cal issues. 
NGOs in the province are involved with 
street children, children at risk, activities 
for children’s rights, tribal development 
and educational institutions for marginal-
ized and poor children, along with homes 
for children and hostels for the less privi-
leged and orphaned children.  We also 
respond to natural calamities and fire inci-
dents, and have many volunteers for hu-
manitarian work, and provide technical 
institutions and vocational training cen-
ters for empowering women, etc.    
In various places we help raise public 
awareness on issues of children’s rights, 
empowerment of women, AIDS/HIV, and 
other human rights issues.    
Eco friendly environment and herbal gar-
dens are encouraged in our friaries and 
formation houses. 
 
3. Collaboration with other Franciscans, 
with Church agencies, and with the Gov-
ernment and other social service agen-
cies is promoted, according to the need 
and working style of the different areas 
organizing and executing the plan. 
  
4. Those who have attended the JPIC 
course in Rome pass on the information 
received at gatherings of the friars, and 
share with them the importance of JPIC 
in our ministries. 

 
 

Friar Charles Bernard ofm 
JPIC animator- India. 

 
 

 

CONTACT MAY 2012 

A SHORT REPORT ON JPIC ACTIVITIES IN THE PROVINCE A SHORT REPORT ON JPIC ACTIVITIES IN THE PROVINCE A SHORT REPORT ON JPIC ACTIVITIES IN THE PROVINCE A SHORT REPORT ON JPIC ACTIVITIES IN THE PROVINCE     
OF ST.THOMAS THE APOSTLEOF ST.THOMAS THE APOSTLEOF ST.THOMAS THE APOSTLEOF ST.THOMAS THE APOSTLE 



7 

Also referred to as the ‘Transition Network’ and 
‘Transition Initiatives,’ Transition Towns is an 
environmental concept formulated at Kinsale 
College of Further Education in Ireland in 
2005, and developed in Totnes, England and 
is a response to the two phenomena of climate 
change and Peak Oil. While the first of these, 
climate change is well known and well docu-
mented, the second phenomenon, Peak Oil is 
not so well known, or less publicised at least, 
amongst the general public. Peak Oil refers to 
the peaking of cheap oil supplies following 
which there will be a decline in reasonably 
cheap oil available to us to heat our homes 
and offices, run our cars and transport systems 
and operate our industries. In other words, oil 
will be much more expensive to extract and 
therefore to purchase, and so food and energy 
costs will become prohibitive for many people.  
 
In response to Peak Oil, Transition Towns 
aims to build up local resilience to this immi-
nent reality by gradually reducing our depend-
ence on oil and other finite resources. One 
way of doing this has been to devise an En-
ergy Descent Action Plan to guide local com-
munities into a sustainable future. This plan 
was first adopted by Kinsale Town Council and 
is available on the Transition Network website. 
In reducing their reliance on fossil fuels such 
as oil, local communities will also be paving 
the way for reducing their carbon footprint, a 
necessary response to the challenge of climate 
change. 
 
What does a local Transition group look like? 
  
- 1) Transition towns tend to form a broad 
range of subgroups.  The most important of 
these is probably a) education and outreach 
spreading the message about the issues and 
possible solutions to a wider audience.  Other 
possible subgroups are b) food growing (e.g. 
starting a community garden), c) water issues 
(e.g. conservation, energy, and education on 
water quality especially drinking water), d) arts 
and culture (e.g. exploring how Transition val-
ues are expressed in local culture), e) sustain-
able job creation in the local economy (liaising 
with local businesses), f) film and documentary 
screenings addressing climate change and 

Peak Oil, and g) events such as World En-
vironment Day, World Water Day, Earth 
Hour etc. All of these can come under the 
broad umbrella that is Transition. Groups 
tend to be autonomous – recognising that 
everyone has something to contribute – 
giving subgroups freedom to explore is-
sues and report back to the wider group.  
 
- 2) Transition is also about taking local 
initiatives towards community resilience. In 
many ways Transition thinking encom-
passes the Think Global, Act Local mind-
set. 
 
- 3) Transition is about empowerment and 
solutions. The Franciscan tendency to-
wards celebration and joy finds common 
ground here.   
 
- 4) Transition takes a very different ap-
proach to say, protest groups; Transition 
prefers to collaborate with and build part-
nerships with city, town and community 
authorities in the hope that all sectors of 
the community will buy-into the solution.  It 
is pro solutions rather than anti anything in 
particular. 
  
To date, around 400 communities world-
wide have embraced the Transition Towns 
concept and method adapting it to their 
own local reality, and you can find groups 
in Argentina, Austria, Australia, Bangla-
desh, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, 
Croatia, Denmark, Finland, France, Ger-
many, Greece, Hungary, India, Ireland, It-
aly, Japan, Latvia, Mauritius, Mexico, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Nor-
way, Poland, Slovenia, South Africa, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, 
United Kingdom, and United States of 
America. Some groups have their own 
websites whereas others communicate 
through the Transition Network website 
www.transitionnetwork.org. Why not join 
your local Transition Towns initiative or 
start one yourself. 
 

Cathal Duddy OFM 
JPIC animator—Province of Ireland 
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The climate is changing.  There is solid scien-
tific evidence that the change is being caused 
in large part by human activity, and that it will 
have many serious and potentially damaging 
effects in the decades ahead. Greenhouse gas 
emissions from cars, power plants and other 
manmade sources—rather than natural varia-
tions in climate—are the primary cause. 
 
Due largely to the combustion of fossil fuels, 
atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide 
(CO2), the principal greenhouse gas, are at a 
level unequaled for more than 400,000 years.  
As a result, an enhanced greenhouse effect is 
trapping more of the sun’s heat near the 
earth’s surface and gradually pushing the 
planet’s climate system into uncharted terri-
tory. 
 
CO2 and other greenhouse gases have always 
been present in the atmosphere, keeping the 
earth hospitable to life by trapping heat.  Since 
the industrial revolution, however, emissions of 
these gases from human activity have accu-
mulated steadily, trapping more heat and am-
plifying the natural greenhouse effect. 
 
As a result, global average temperatures have 
risen both on land and in the oceans, with ob-
servable impacts that foretell increasingly se-
vere changes in the future.  Polar ice is melt-
ing.  Glaciers around the globe are in retreat.  

Storms are increasing in intensity.  Ecosys-
tems around the world are reacting, as 
plant and animal species struggle to adapt 
to a shifting climate and new climate-
related threats emerge. 
 
Newest previsions by the Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change (in print 
2012), a scientific body which collects re-
search done in this field, points to a signifi-
cantly enhanced risk of extreme weather 
events in many parts of the world, like ex-
treme heat and extreme rainfall, due to 
greenhouse gas emissions. They have be-
come more common since the 1950s, and 
it is foreseeable that these events, includ-
ing hurricanes and flash floods, will be 
more frequent in the years to come.  The 
International Energy Agency (IEA) re-
leased a similar report (1), warning that the 
world has five years before irreversible cli-
mate change happens. 
 
In the developed world these changes will 
cause mostly economic damage, though 
lives will be lost.  The peoples in the devel-
oping world, however, will suffer more due 
to their much higher vulnerability.  
Droughts and floods will impact food secu-
rity significantly and will increasingly pro-
mote the spread of disease.  Climate 
change will impact everyone globally but 
the intensity of its consequences depends 
on the capacity to cope with extreme 
events, and this capacity is greater in de-
veloped countries than in developing coun-
tries.  On a positive note, the UN Environ-
mental Program (UNEP) believes that cut-
ting greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 is 
technologically and economically possible. 
(2) 
 
(1). See International Energy Agency Report 2012 
at http://omrpublic.iea.org/currentissues/full.pdf .  

 
(2). See UNDP Report, “Bridging the Emissions 
Gap” (2011) at http://www.unep.org/pdf/
UNEP_bridging_gap.pdf . 

 
Br. Bernd Beermann ofm cap 

 

More information on Franciscan Blog at: 
 http://www.ecolfran.wordpress.com 
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The concept of sustainable development has 
been in use for about 40 years.  It was a re-
sponse to growing concern that economic devel-
opment was being promoted at the expense of 
the environment.  Sustainable development was 
a key theme at the United Nations Conference 
on the Human Environment in Stockholm in 
1972, and it 1987 the Brundtland Report, Our 
Common Future, defined it as “development that 
meets the needs of the present without compro-
mising the ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs”.  The objective of sustainable 
development is to create an economic system 
that takes into account both the wellbeing of peo-
ple and the balance of the ecosystem. 
 
Despite many international conferences, various 
legally binding agreements between States, and 
a monitoring system that is responsible for the 
implementation of Sustainable Development (UN 
Commission on Sustainable Development, es-
tablished in 1992 by the UN General Assembly), 
indicators demonstrate the failure of the current 
international system and its inability to deal with 
the challenges we are facing such as poverty, 
deterioration of the environment, depletion of 
natural resources, extinction of species, pollution, 
human rights violations, land grabbing and cli-
mate change. 
 
The UN General Assembly decided in 2009 to 
organise a conference on sustainable develop-
ment in 2012 for Heads of State, UN agencies 
and stakeholders. The objectives of the confer-
ence are to assess progress to date and remain-
ing gaps in implementation of the outcomes of 
major summits, to address new and emerging 
challenges, and to secure renewed political com-
mitment for sustainable development. The focus 
of the Conference will include two themes: green 
economy in the context of sustainable develop-
ment and poverty eradication, and the institu-
tional framework for sustainable development. 
 
The current worldwide situation indicates the 
weakness of efforts to promote Sustainable De-
velopment.  Historically, development has oc-
curred in the context of capitalism, a system 
characterized by the free market, competitive-
ness, personal interest, concentration of capital, 
monopolies and the rise of transnational corpora-
tions.  It has proven to be predatory in regard to 
the environment, and has led to violation of hu-
man rights, exclusion of countries and destruc-
tion of peoples’ cultures.  At the dawn of the 21st 

century we are experiencing multiples crises 
that endanger our future.  Critical events like 
the 2005 food crisis and the 2008 financial 
crisis are alarming warnings.  Unless we 
change our unsustainable ways of living, our 
unfair trade system, and our greedy behav-
iour, the world situation will continue to gen-
erate increasing impoverishment, conflict 
and chaos, and to promote more ecological 
degradation and natural resource depletion.   
 
In the spirit of the Earth Chapter “we urgently 
need a shared vision of basic values to pro-
vide an ethical foundation for the emerging 
world community”. (1)  Eradication of poverty 
must be part of such a vision.  No form of 
development can claim to be sustainable if it 
does nothing to reduce significantly the 
causes and the effects of poverty.  The 
Rio+20 Conference offers an opportunity to 
advocate strongly for an ethical foundation 
for the emerging world community taking into 
account the value of harmony between hu-
man beings and nature, and to strengthen 
the institutional framework for Sustainable 
Development. 
 
(1) The Earth Charter, Preamble  

 
Francesca Restifo  

and Sr. Odile Coirier fmm 
 

More information on Franciscan Blog at: 
http://www.ecolfran.wordpress.com 
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We have received word that the following book from Orbis is available on amazon.com for 
pre-ordering.  Some details about the book and authors: 
 

Title: What’s So Blessed about Being Poor?: Seeking the Gospel in the Slums 

of Kenya 
 
Authors: Susan L. Slavin and Coralis Salvador 

 

About the authors: Coralis Salvador is an experienced Maryknoll lay missioner who has 
served for more than ten years among the poor in Kenya. Her home is in San Francisco. Susan 
Slavin is an attorney in the area of family law and women’s rights who is now a Franciscan lay 
missioner. Her home is in New York. 

 

Publication Date: October 1, 2012  

 

Book Description: An inspiring exploration of how happiness and holiness can exist in the 
midst of poverty and illness. Two lay women who have chosen to live among the poor in East 
Africa, one a Maryknoll lay missioner, and the other a New York attorney who left her law 
practice to become a lay missioner with the Franciscans, minister to the poor in Kenya. Slavin 
first met Salvador when she was volunteering as a lawyer working in a justice and peace pro-
gram in Kenya. Slavin was intrigued by the well-known phrase “Blessed are the poor.” After 
approaching this seeming paradox through unrewarding library research, she decided that she 
would join Salvador in her ministry to AIDS orphans to try to understand how the poor can be 
blessed. This account tells of their experiences as they worked together with the poor, primarily 
AIDS orphans, in the slums of Kenya. Photos will be included. 
 
List price for the book is US$ 23.00, and price through amazon is US$ 15.64.  The title is not 
yet released, but you may pre-order now and it will be delivered when book arrives.  Ships 
from and sold by Amazon.com. 
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