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Franciscans International (FI) has recently un-
dergone major changes due primarily to the se-
vere financial constraints under which the organ-
ization has been functioning.  The changes are 
meant to streamline operations and make activi-
ties as effective as possible. 
 
Sister Denise Boyle, FMDM, who served as FI 
Executive Director for five years, resigned in De-
cember 2012.  The changes also have unfortu-
nately led to a number of redundancies of com-
mitted staff.  FI is sincerely thankful for the dedi-
cated service provided by Sr. Denise and by all 
who are leaving at this time.  The International 
Board of Directors has appointed Markus 
Heinze, OFM, as Director to manage FI through 
this transition period. 
 
The new approach will focus on strengthening 
advocacy and reducing administration. The ob-
jective is to make advocacy more and more ef-
fective, thus ensuring tangible results.  The pro-
cess will be further reinforced by bringing togeth-
er the professional work of FI at the UN with the 
invaluable work of Franciscans at the grass-
roots. 
 
In 2013 the FI advocacy team will continue to 
address human rights violations in specific coun-
tries, particularly in French-speaking Africa.  In 
the countries of Ivory Coast, Burundi, Congo 
Brazzaville, the Democratic Republic of Congo 
and Benin it will work to improve the rights of 
children and women by denouncing abuses and 
by proposing legal reforms through UN mecha-

nisms. FI will continue to address water and sani-
tation issues in a number of African countries 
(Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Zim-
babwe and South Africa), and to raise awareness 
of the link between access to water and extreme 
poverty, making use of the Guiding Principles of 
Extreme Poverty recently adopted by the UN.   
 
FI will continue work in key countries in the Asia-
Pacific region (among others, India, Pakistan, In-
donesia, Philippines and Sri Lanka), addressing 
issues related to indigenous peoples and minori-
ties, women and children, adverse effects of min-
ing and extractive industries, and extreme poverty.  
 
The programmatic focus for the Americas will be 
regional advocacy on social justice issues, partic-
ularly in the Southern Cone (Argentina, Chile, Par-
aguay, Uruguay) and in Central America (El Sal-
vador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Panama).  It also will address human rights issues 
in Colombia, Brazil, the United States, Jamaica 
and Peru through the Universal Periodic Review.   
Finally, FI will continue work on Environment and 
Sustainable Development issues related to Rio + 
20, through the UN bodies based in New York. 
 
 
 

Markus Heinze, OFM  
Geneva, 30.01.2013 

 
 
 
 

 
 

(Formation Moment at FI Geneva - September 2012) 
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COMMISSION ON JUSTICE, PEACE & THE 
INTEGRITY OF CREATION 
January 8, 2013 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
At the request of our leadership, we the Anima-
tors (Directors) for Justice, Peace and Integrity 
of Creation of the Franciscan Friars in the Unit-
ed States, appeal to you to advance compre-
hensive immigration reform. 
 
Immigration is in our nation’s DNA. The vast 
majority of people who make up this nation to-
day either have come from elsewhere them-
selves, or their recent or remote ancestors 
have. Our own Franciscan history in the United 
States also is tied to immigration. Our friars 
helped to settle Saint Augustine, Florida in 
1565, and were among the first immigrants in 
New Mexico in the 1580s and Arizona in the 
early 1600s. In the 1700s under the leadership 
of Father Junipero Serra, our friars helped es-
tablish the cities of San Diego, Los Angeles, 
and San Francisco. Our friars accompanied the 
various immigrant groups that came to the Unit-
ed States in the 1800s and 1900s, whether 
Irish, German, Italian, Polish, or Hungarian. 
More recently, people from Latin America, Afri-
ca, Asia, and Europe have come to our nation 
to make a home, and the influx continues to-
day. Franciscan friars from around the world 
have followed these immigrants here to minister 
to them. Today our friars shepherd millions of 
American citizens and immigrants in over 220 
locations in 32 states and the District of Colom-
bia. 
 
The history of immigration in our country has 
been mixed. In our darker moments we have 
seen quotas that have stopped our country 
from responding to the humanitarian needs of 
those facing persecution or economic hardship. 
When we have been at our best we have been 
a refuge of welcome allowing people to bring 
their energy and dynamism to build a better life 
for their families and our nation.  
 
Today’s world presents similar challenges. Peo-
ple are suffering in the face of severe poverty, 
environmental disasters, political instability, cor-
ruption, violence and persecution, and see the 
United States as a place of opportunity and 
hope, as did many of our immigrant ancestors. 
We need to develop a response that will allow 
the U.S. to reasonably welcome those yearning 
for a better and freer life. We need to examine 
and change our current legal structure for immi-
gration. 

While we recognize the importance of laws, the 
enforcement of laws is an insufficient way to solve 
the issues around immigration. Furthermore, 
many of today's laws are unjust and in need of 
revision. We request a comprehensive reform of 
our government’s policy since the current piece-
meal approach does not suffice. The political will 
required to make the needed changes to ease the 
sufferings of immigrants can only be mustered 
once, and that time has come. Do not fail us in 
this moment. A just, humane and comprehensive 
immigration reform demands you work to: 
 
1) Expand opportunities to reunite families, the 
nucleus of society. Many U.S. citizens and legal 
permanent residents endure years of separation 
from family members. Reduce the backlog for vi-
sas for family members and increase the number 
of available visas in order to bring together loved 
ones who have been separated. 
 
2) Reform the Temporary Worker Program. 
Foreign laborers are needed for the U.S. work-
force, but they must be protected from exploita-
tion. Give foreign workers the ability to have their 
family members join them and work as well; to 
move within the U.S.; to visit their homelands with-
out forfeiting their status; to change employers; to 
be protected by the same labor laws that protect 
U.S. workers; and to have their basic civil rights 
recognized and protected, including the ability to 
bring action in federal court. Do not allow wages 
paid to temporary workers to undercut U.S. work-
ers. Establish a means to test that such labor 
does not harm U.S. workers. 
 
3) Establish paths to legalization. Give unau-
thorized immigrants a means to legalize their sta-
tus. This path to legalization becomes the first 
step in a reasonable process for those who 
choose to move towards full citizenship. 
 
4) Restore due process to immigrants. It is 
proper that the rule of law should be in place, but 
existing laws need to be just. Put a stop to the 
detention of immigrants for months without charg-
es, secret hearings, ethnic profiling and many oth-
er draconian tactics that offend human dignity and 
compromise the right of due process that should 
be extended to all. 
 
5) Reform the process for asylum seekers. 
Ease the criteria for those seeking asylum, and 
find ways other than incarceration to monitor them 
while their cases are pending. Find ways to pro-
tect our nation from terrorists without persecuting 
those who come seeking refuge with lengthy in-
carcerations. 
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6) Develop realistic and sustainable mecha-
nisms for welcoming future immigrants. 
Without a set of workable mechanisms to ad-
dress the U.S.’ capacity for immigrants and the 
way in which immigrants are welcomed, any 
comprehensive immigration reform that is 
passed will be incomplete and unsustainable. 
 
7) Decrease global poverty. Many come to 
the United States because the situation in their 
country is untenable. Take a broad approach 
and aid access to education, foster political sta-
bility and integrity, sponsor fair trade in poverty 
stricken countries, and foster character for-
mation, rather than focusing narrowly on popu-
lation control.  
 
The Judeo-Christian ethic, on which our nation 
was founded, includes prophetically reminding 
government leaders to look after the widow, the 
orphaned, and the stranger. We as Franciscans 
and Roman Catholics, knowing firsthand the 
experience of immigrants, urge you to hear our 
appeal for the strangers who come to our land. 
May God give you understanding and wisdom 
to implement laws and policies that promote the 

common good of our nation and its immigrants. 
Peace and All Good, 
 
Animators of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Crea-
tion of the Franciscan Friars in the United States: 
 

-Jason Welle, OFM - Assumption BVM Province - 
Franklin, WI, U.S.A. 

-Russell Testa - Holy Name Province - New York, 
NY, U.S.A. 

-Christopher Gaffrey, OFM - Immaculate Con-
ception Province - New York, NY, U.S.A. 

-Mark Schroeder, OFM - Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Province - Albuquerque, NM, U.S.A. and Saint 
Barbara Province - Oakland, CA, U.S.A. 

-Maury Smith, OFM - Sacred Heart Province - St. 
Louis, MO, U.S.A. 

-Donna Graham, OSF - Saint John the Baptist 
Province - Cincinnati, OH, U.S.A. 
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International Congregations of Religious (ICR) 
at the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO):  The 39th Session of the Committee for 
World Food Security, 15-20 October 2012, 
FAO, Rome. 
 
The Committee for World Food Security (CFS) 
of FAO met for its annual meeting at FAO 
Headquarters in Rome from 15-20 October, 
2012.  
 
FAO is a United Nations (UN) specialized agen-
cy, accountable to the FAO Conference of 
member governments (some 122 official mem-
bers plus other observer countries). Achieving 
food security for all people is at the heart of 
FAO’s efforts. Food security means people can 
produce themselves or buy the food they need, 
enough food and of sufficient nutritional quality 
for a healthy balanced diet. 
 
Many Catholic religious congregations based in 
Rome in recent years called for a person to be 
delegated from among them as a representa-
tive to work to influence this important agency 
of the UN. It is for this reason that I, as ICR at 

FAO Group Representative, and Br. Fabio, one 
of the JPIC Coordinators of the religious con-
gregations in Rome, were attending this major 
committee session on World Food Security.  
 
At one point in the Session, on World Food 
Day, 16 October, many of the government Am-
bassadors spoke. Archbishop Luigi Travaglino, 
the Ambassador of the Vatican Permanent Ob-
server Mission to the Rome-based agencies 
[FAO plus World Food Program (WFP) and In-
ternational Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD)] read remarks prepared by Pope Bene-
dict XVI for World Food Day; they were later 
sent to FAO General Director Jose Graziano da 
Silva. The Pope’s message began:  
 
“This year World Food Day is being observed 
while all the effects of the economic crisis in-
creasingly affect primary needs, including the 
fundamental right of every person to sufficient 
and healthy nutrition (emphasis added) …It…
calls national and international institutions to 
the commitment to free humanity from hunger 
through agricultural development and the 
growth of rural communities.” 

ICR AT FAO:  THE 39TH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE  
FOR WORLD FOOD SECURITY 
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Though FAO was established after World 
War II the Committee on World Food Secu-
rity (CFS) began in 1974 with the goal of 
removing the scourge of hunger and attain-
ing food security. In 2009 the CFS under-
went fundamental reform with the aim of 
more effectiveness by including a wider 
group of stakeholders. The vision of the 
reformed CFS is to be the most inclusive 
international and intergovernmental plat-
form for all stakeholders to work together to 
ensure the goal of food security and nutri-
tion for all. 
 
And therefore at the CFS 39th Session, in 
addition to the Secretariat and Staff of 
FAO, there were more than 120 member 
government representatives and observers 
as well as many more civil society organi-
zations and civil society movements from 
around the world, NGOs and representa-
tives from private sector companies and 
organizations.  
 
Many NGOs have formal status at FAO; Br. 
Fabio was credentialed by Franciscans In-
ternational. I received credentials through 
the Civil Society Mechanism (CSM). This 
structure brings together many of the civil 
society organizations and civil society 
movements from around the world so that 
through cooperation and collaboration they 
can present a unified, strong, effective and 
communal voice for the people at the 
grassroots, whom they represent. I joined 
and participated with the CSM over the 
past few months to enhance my entry into 
FAO and its work, and I feel this is one av-
enue through which ICR at FAO Group can 
broaden its voice and influence at FAO in 

the year-round process of FAO to develop, 
refine and review policies and programs con-
cerning world food security. Also present at 
the CFS Session were representatives from 
some other groupings of stakeholders now 
able to participate in the reformed CFS. 
These include for example the ADHOC Group 
of International Non-Governmental Organiza-
tions (INGOs). ICR at FAO Group, through 
me, is now a recognized observer participant 
of this grouping and we are invited to become 
a more active member with them. Included in 
this ADHOC Group is Caritas Internationalis 
and C.I.D.S.E., itself a coalition of 16 Catholic 
INGOs. ICR at FAO is also a member of Ro-
man FORUM, a Catholic inspired grouping of 
Italian NGOs. 
 
ICR at FAO Group, therefore, is well situated 
to become more influential in Rome and with 
the UN specialized agencies of FAO, WFP 
and IFAD. We can use the experience and 
expertise which many of the members of our 
religious congregations have acquired in their 
ministries in literally almost all countries of the 
world. We are a major resource for elimina-
tion of world hunger; we need to better organ-
ize and coordinate our efforts. A particular 
challenge is to increase the number of mem-
ber religious congregations in our ICR at FAO 
Group. At this time there are 15 communities 
including VIVAT International (including the 
Society of the Divine Word, the Missionary 
Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit, the Con-
gregation of the Holy Spirit and the Congre-
gation of the Adorers of the Blood of Christ), 
Franciscans International and Dominican Sis-
ters International. Other congregations are 
Passionists, Vincentians, Columbans, 
Maryknoll, Franciscans, Dehonians, Carmel-

ites and Society of the Holy Child 
Jesus. But with some 300 religious 
congregations based in Rome 
alone we are challenged to reach 
out to them with opportunity and 
invitation. 
 

Kenneth Thesing, MM   
ICR at FAO Group Representative 
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Br. Benny Baisas, OFM missionary in Sri 
Lanka, has sent us this information based 
on a message sent from the JPIC Commis-
sion of Jaffna to the Bishops’ Conference 
of Sri Lanka: 
 
Situation of Sri Lanka: a report from the 
JPIC Commission of the Diocese of Jaffna 
Three and a half years have passed since the 
30 year war ended. We, the people of the 
North who bore the brunt of the war, especial-
ly during the final stages, hoped that the situa-
tion would improve.  In fact we were promised 
that a solution would be found for the ethnic 
problem and that there would be a peaceful 
future. Unfortunately the Government is pay-
ing more attention to the annual 'Victory Day' 
celebrations and ignoring a genuine pursuit for 
peace and reconciliation. 
The developments during these three and a 
half years indicate that no serious effort is 
made to bring about peace with justice. The 
actions of the Government and the Security 
Forces so far are only alienating the people 
and making them lose confidence in a peace-
ful and just Sri Lanka.  
 
There is no doubt that externally a lot of works 
are undertaken with international assistance, 
like building roads, railway-tracks, putting up 
new hospitals and schools, and launching a 
number of development projects. A visitor 
here now will get an impression that the North 
is developing fast after a long period of stag-
nation due to the war. But these efforts are 
only cosmetic and are not a substitute for find-
ing a just solution to the festering ethnic prob-
lem. 
Many issues which need to be addressed re-
main unresolved; some are long-standing and 
others are more recent.  They have contribut-
ed to the deterioration of the general situation.  
Day to day developments do not in any way 
help to bring about peace and reconciliation. 
 
Some long-standing issues: 

 
Occupation of lands by the security forces 
The Security Forces still occupy large portions 
of civilian land and continue to acquire new 
land.  There are 24 G.S. divisions in the Vali-
kaamam region under army occupation. Most 
of these lands are red-soiled and arable. 
Thousands of families displaced from here are 

still living in welfare-centres and in the homes of 
their friends and relatives. Further civilian lands 
are being occupied by the Security Forces in 
Jaffna Peninsula and in Wanni. In some places 
the original inhabitants have been told that their 
lands will not be returned to them and that they 
will have to settle in areas indicated by the Se-
curity Forces. 
 
Allocation of the lands in the North to South-
erners 
Besides this, land belonging to civilians, unoc-
cupied so far, and vacant state-owned lands are 
identified and these are being allocated freely to 
settle the families of soldiers and others from 
the South. We are not against individuals from 
anywhere in Sri Lanka buying lands in the North 
and settling down. What we object to and note 
with suspicion is the state-sponsored and fund-
ed settlement of families from the South in the 
vacant lands in the North, when there are many 
landless families in the North. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The plight of political prisoners 
The plight of the political prisoners continues. 
Hundreds are still in detention with no cases 
filed against them for years.  One woman, 
Thirumakal, is in detention for more than 18 
years; so far she has appeared in court more 
than 429 times until July 2012, but she contin-
ues in detention. The safety and security of 
those in detention is a major cause of concern. 
Last year two youngsters, Nirmalaruban and 
Dilruckson, were tortured and eventually died of 
their injuries; many others have been injured. 
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One lady, Muththusamy Kathaye (68) from 
Badulla, was arested in 1994 in Chenkkalad-
dy in Batticaloa for having links with the LTTE 
and detained. She died on July 1, 2013, in 
Welikkada prison due to lack of proper medi-
cal care. She was suffering from cancer and 
had severe bed-sores when she died. Such 
incidents are not rare.  After a spate of hun-
ger-strikes and protests by political prisoners 
in Welikkada a promise was made by the rel-
evant authorities to establish special speed-
courts to expedite the hearing of such cases. 
So far very little action seems to have taken 
place. 
 
Accountability 
The Government has still to come to terms 
with the huge number of civilian casualties, 
many from the final stages of the war. Initially 
the position of the government was that there 
were no civilian casualties in this 'war for 
peace' or the humanitarian operation. The 
Bishop of Mannar, Rt. Rev. Dr. Rayappu Jo-
seph, in his testimony before the LLRC said 
that about 146,000 people were still unac-
counted for and based his arguments on sta-
tistics provided by Government sources. 
LLRC in its report admits that there were ci-
vilian casualties and later the UN Commis-
sions also admitted that a substantial number 
of civilians died in the shelling and bombings.  
 
The fate of some people (including some 
LTTE members) who had surrendered to the 
army and were taken away in buses is not 
yet known. Some gave evidence in front of 
the LLRC that they had seen Fr. Francis Jo-
seph (81), former Rector of St. Patrick's Col-
lege in Jaffna, and many others surrendering 
with white flags, and their whereabouts are 
still not known.  
 
Accountability for the large number of civilian 
casualties and the disappearance of those 
who surrendered are essential for genuine 
reconciliation. 
 
Recent developments  
Remembering dear ones is a fundamental 
duty everyone wishes to fulfill. The people in 
the North have been denied this basic right 
especially, in the three and a half years since 
the end of the war. During the earlier four-
year ceasefire period the Tamils were not 
obstructed from doing so and the war-

cemeteries of the LTTE were allowed to be 
maintained. Since the end of the war all these 
war-cemeteries in the North have been bull-
dozed and defaced. Permanent army camps 
and playgrounds have arisen in their place.  
 
The people are forbidden to light lamps or can-
dles, to ring bells or to have any memorial ser-
vice in their respective places of worship to re-
member those who died during the war. Even 
normal liturgical services are not allowed to be 
conducted freely on such days.  
 
Against this background, the Jaffna University 
students were forcibly prevented from holding a 
peaceful commemoration of the war victims on 
the 27th of November, 2012, by the Security 
Forces.  Then on the following day a peaceful 
student demonstration to protest the use of 
force by the army was again put down forcibly 
by the Security Forces; several students were 
injured.  
 
In the following days four of the arrested stu-
dents were taken south for “rehabilitation”, and 
45 others from the Jaffna peninsula were also 
arrested and sent for questioning and 
“rehabilitation”.  Some had already been 
“rehabilitated” and others were accused of hav-
ing had earlier contact with the LTTE.  
 
In the midst of this, statements have been made 
by responsible authorities in the Security Forces 
that hundreds of others (a Sinhala newspaper 
Lakbima says about 1000) are under surveil-
lance and will eventually be arrested and sent 
for “rehabilitation”. All these developments have 
sent shock waves among the people in the 
North and they live in fear.  

 
The recent recruitment of about 100 young girls 
in the Wanni region has caused a lot of concern 
among the general public as there was no 
transparency in the whole procedure. The 
promise given to the girls and their parents was 
that they will be given some training in comput-
er-programming and given some office work. 
They were promised that they will get a mini-
mum salary of 30,000 Rs. per month; the offer 
was very attractive.  
 
When they arrived they felt things were differ-
ent.  Some had the courage to leave immedi-
ately; others fell sick and had to be hospitalized.  
The rest were not happy with the whole proce-
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cedure, but opted to stay on.  Recently, as a 
kind of diversion, they were taken to Trinco-
mallee for an excursion and to Colombo for a 
week of sightseeing.  
 
A Tamil doctor attached to the Base hospital 
at Anuradhaprra, Dr. Shivasankar, tried to 
help one of the hospitalized girls return 
home; he has been arrested and is still in 
detention.  The real reason for his arrest and 
details of his interrogation remain a mystery, 
along with the failure bring him to court with 
substantiated accusations. 
 
The serious attempts to appoint uniformed 
soldiers to teach Sinhala in the schools in 
Wanni have caused alarm. There is a severe 
shortage of teachers in the Wanni schools for 
English, Math, Science and even the mother-
tongue, Tamil, and filling these vacancies is 
the priority and any such work has to be done 
by the Department of Education. Though this 
plan has not been implemented to date, there 
is fear that it may happen later.  This attempt 
highlights the fact that the Security Forces 
are seriously trying to penetrate all civil de-
partments. 
 
During the past few weeks the parish priests 
in the R.C. Churches of the Wanni area have 
been approached by the Security Forces and 
were asked to submit their “yearly plan” for 
2013, showing all functions, liturgical celebra-
tions, feasts etc. to be held throughout the 
year. 
 
The schools have been asked not to have 
any special function, however small, without 
the explicit permission of the Security Forces. 
They take for granted their right to take the 
school-children anywhere for functions they 
consider important, even at the expense of 
postponing semester examinations, let alone 
regular classes. 
 
Three and a half years after the end of the 
war the Security Forces have failed to build 
up a good relationship with the general pub-
lic. The attitude of “victor and vanquished” is 
still very noticeable. About ten days ago at 
Paranthan on the A-9 road two traffic police-
men stationed there tried to stop a speeding 
mo-bike for a routine check. The mo-bike 
stopped a few yards ahead of them and the 
policemen attacked the two youngsters for 

not stopping in front of them. The beating they 
received was so bad that they had to be admit-
ted to the hospital at Kilinochchi. In the mean-
time the situation there became tense as a 
number of people started to gather.  The O.I.C. 
of the Police Station had to come and pacify the 
crowd.  Such a high-handed attitude on the part 
of law-enforcing personnel is not rare in the 
North and this will in no way help to bring about 
peace and reconciliation. 
 
Conclusion 
The above mentioned issues are some of the 
symptoms which indicate that civilian admin-
istration in all important State Departments is 
only nominal. The military seems to have a say 
in every sector. 
 
The external face-lift to the North especially in 
the city of Jaffna and other main towns does not 
indicate that the people are generally enjoying 
real peace without fear. 
It looks as if the entire North is kept in a state of 
“enforced rehabilitation”. 
 
We would like to urge the members of the Cath-
olic Bishops Conference of Sri Lanka to use 
their good offices to pressure government au-
thorities to manifest by their actions that they 
are sincerely interested in peace and reconcilia-
tion. Unfortunately their actions so far are not in 
the right direction. The people of the North 
should be allowed to be directly under civil ad-
ministration as is the rest of the country. The 
Government must show that they are serious 
about peace and reconciliation by being ac-
countable in regard to certain burning issues, 
like bringing to books the real culprits in the kill-
ing of the five students in Trincomallee and in 
the massacre of the 17 aid-workers of the AC-
TION FAIM in Muthur in 2006. 
 
Systematic state-funded colonization of the Sin-
halese of the South is changing the demogra-
phy of the Tamil areas so that in course of time 
the Tamil community will become a minority in 
their homeland. 
If the present situation continues we fear that it 
will be paving the way for another cycle of vio-
lence. The country cannot afford to pay such a 
heavy price again. 

 
Br. Benny Baisas, OFM  
Missionary in Sri Lanka 
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St. John the Baptist Custody of Pakistan held its annual assembly from January 8th to 11th, 2013.  
The theme was "Care of Creation in the Daily Life of the Friars".  The assembly went off very well 
and the friars were very interested, especially in the lectures of the panelists.  Most of the talks were 
very practical.  The friars took the opportunity to share their experiences and their personal efforts in 

regard to the care of creation.  The as-
sembly was held in a spirit of joy and pro-
vided a deeper understanding of our spirit-
uality.  I was very pleased that the experi-
ence and efforts of the JPIC animators 
helped us all to reaffirm our Franciscan life 
with each other.  
 
 
Br. Francis Matsumoto, ofm - JPIC Animator  

St. John the Baptist Custody of Pakistan  
 
 
 
 

1. PLEASE NOTE THAT THE WEBPAGE FOR THE ORDER HAS BEEN REORGANIZED.  To find our JPIC material 
you must first go to “Curia sections,” then to “Offices,” and finally to “JPIC.”  Our JPIC section has also 
been updated at the suggestion of the Animation Committee.  Two new categories have been added: 
“Conferences” and “Continents”; you can check the material that has already been placed there.  
The continental section will highlight results of continental meetings.  If your conference has any mate-
rials to share on the webpage, send it to us and we will have it placed on your conference site. 
 
2. ABOUT THE JPIC COURSE AT THE ANTONIANUM.  In November 2012, the Minister General sent a let-
ter to all provincials highlighting the importance of the course for JPIC animators, especially the new 
ones, and inviting all friars to participate.  
The course is a wonderful opportunity for ongoing formation where our animators deepen the Francis-
can spirituality of JPIC and study a current theme related to JPIC. The topic of this year’s course is 
BELIEVERS AND THE QUESTION OF SUTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. 
The course will be held April 9-19, 2013.  Morning sessions are reserved for our JPIC animators, and 
are meant to help them reflect on the practical aspects of their work.  Afternoon sessions are open to 
all friars and to other people, both lay and religious, who are interested in the course. 
Please contact us in the JPIC office as soon as possible for further information, or if you need assis-

tance to arrange your visa for Italy.  Our email is: pax@ofm.org .   

3. MINING SURVEY JPIC COMMISSION, USG/UISG 
We invite you to respond:  The members of the Integrity of Creation Working Group (ICWG) of the 

Inter-congregational Religious JPIC Commission in Rome have developed a survey on the mining in-

dustry which is available in English, Spanish, French and Portuguese. The survey is for congrega-

tions and other organizations associated with them; realize, it will not be sent to mining companies. 

The link for the survey http://education.plus-assistance.eu  The user name to get to the eSurveys: 

ICWG (all caps) its password is: plusICWG2013 (case-sensitive). 
Please help us by forwarding this survey to other key people.   

For questions regarding the survey, please contact us at  - icwgmining@gmail.com  



CONTACT MARCH 2013 

JPIC EXPERIENCE: CUSTODY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, PAKISTAN  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

March 8th - United Nations International Women’s Day   





