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A delegation of the Franciscan Family traveled to 
Tunis to participate in the 2013 World Social Fo-
rum. The international group was made up of six 
people—three women and three men - represent-
ing different regions of the world. The FMM sis-
ters who work in Tunisia generously hosted the 
delegation, and four of them also joined the group 
as working members after it arrived.  
 
WSF 2013 
The World Social Forum (WSF) is a bi-annual 
meeting of civil society organizations dedicated to 
social change. The motto of the WSF is “Another 
World is Possible.” Launched in Brazil in 2001, 
the 11th edition of the Forum was held in Tunis as 
a way to recognize and support the Arab Spring. 
The hope was to support Tunisian civil society in 
the transition to democracy and to provide an ex-
ample of peaceful discussion and debate.  
 
On January 14, 2011, Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, 
who had ruled Tunis for 23 years, was forced to 
step down as a result of intense popular demon-
strations and resistance. The Tunisian revolution 
is considered to be the start of the Arab Spring – 
the chain of events that brought massive civil pro-
test and led to the fall of four national leaders of 
the region. In this context, the Tunisian people 
were very proud to host the Forum in their coun-
try. Many activities of the forum were organized 
by young Tunisians who enthusiastically shared 
their experience.  
 
Franciscan Presence at the WSF 
The Franciscan Family has participated at every 
WSF.  Our motive has been to interact with other 
people and organizations who are working to 
change the world.  The Forum offers a space 
where those present can share their ideas and 
experiences, create networks for more effective 
action, and prepare strategies for common activi-
ties.  In Tunis, each member of the Franciscan 
delegation participated in events relevant to his or 
her particular ministry and sought to share our 
Franciscan charism, especially regarding environ-
mental justice, injustices suffered by the poor and 
marginalized, and experiences with war and 
peace-building. 
 
In line with one of the proposals adopted in June 
2012 by the Franciscan delegation to the UN 
Rio+20 Conference and parallel Peoples’ Sum-
mit, the Franciscan delegation gave special priori-
ty to following, participating in, and networking 
around the question of extractive industries. The 
international development agenda and individual 
states are increasingly looking to natural resource 
extraction as a way to generate economic growth. 
However, experience shows that too often mining 

and other extraction projects do not result in de-
velopment opportunities for communities residing 
in resource-rich areas and instead leave them on-
ly devastating environmental impacts, human 
rights violations, and more severe poverty and 
social inequality. 
 
Convergence Assemblies 
At the end of the Forum work on the different 
themes converged in several assemblies, called 
“convergence assemblies.” Each one attempted to 
summarize the discussions on a specific area and 
to prepare conclusions and proposals for action. 
Here we present some links to these Conver-
gence Assemblies (most of them are presented in 
Spanish, English and French): 
 
http://www.badil.org/en/badil-news/1454-story-3  -
Palestine Assembly 

http://www.ripess.org/sse_declaration_wsf2013/?
lang=en  -Economic Alternatives   

http://www.ecolechangerdecap.net/spip.php?
article184&lang=en  -Right to Education   

http://www.fsm2013.org/en/node/12972  -Social 
Movements   

http://assemblee-migration-2013.net/en/ -Migrants   

http://
climatespace2013.wordpress.com/2013/04/22/to-
reclaim-our-future-we-must-change-the-present-
our-proposal-for-changing-the-system-and-not-the
-climate/ -Climate Space   

http://www.global-square.net/extractives-assembly
-world-social-forum-political-declaration/ -
Extractivism   

http://www.fsm2013.org/fr/node/13272 -
Declaration of Tunis: A democratic challenge for 
Nord Africa 

http://cadtm.org/Declaration-of-the-International -
International Women Dynamics    

http://chicowhitaker.net/artigo_eng.php?artigo=44  
-Future of the WSF   

Fabio Lamour OFM - Rome Office 
Amanda Lyons – FI New York 
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Prior to the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in Rio 
de Janiero  last June, Irish sisters of Mercy 
and Presentation sisters were busy re-
searching and lobbying the Irish govern-
ment, European Union (EU), and United 
Nations (UN) on issues needing attention 
there. Through this process, the govern-
ment officials and sisters developed a mu-
tual trust and respect for one another, and 
the officials brought some of their concerns 
to the EU and UN negotiation tables where 
some headway was made.    
 
Following the Rio+20 Conference, the origi-
nal group of sisters decided to expand the 
group and invited other religious to collabo-
rate with them. I joined the group at this 
point.  
 
Currently, JPIC representatives from a 
small number of religious congregations 
form an Eco-Justice group, “The Future We 
Need” to promote education and advocacy 
on sustainable development issues. Lay 
associates are also part of the group which 
is still evolving.  
 
Since September 2012, we have been 
working on three areas of concern: 
 
1. Our first concern was an uncertainty 
over the level of formal participation of Ma-
jor Groups and civil society in the inter-
governmental processes towards establish-
ing Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). We prepared a template letter ask-
ing our political decision-makers to bring 
our concerns to the UN, and asked our pro-
vincials to sign and post the letters. Once 
prepared, the provincial, Br. Hugh McKen-
na OFM was willing to complete the task, 
and within a week or so, we received re-
plies from the politicians stating that they 
too shared our concerns, and wanted to 
ensure that all stakeholders’ voices were 
heard. We are keeping our eye on this is-
sue. 
 

2. Our next task addressed the issue of 
hydraulic fracturing (fracking) in Ireland. 
The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) in the Republic of Ireland is coordi-

nating research into the suitability of fracking 
on the island of Ireland, and invited the public 
to comment on its Draft Terms of Reference 
for its future research. Following expert ad-
vice, our Eco-Justice group made a submis-
sion questioning the narrow focus of the 
terms of reference in that they focused only 
on the actual fracking process itself rather 
than a wider and more holistic approach (e.g. 
its impact on the local community, agriculture 
and tourism). While focus was given to the 
potential for water contamination, no Health 
Impact Assessment has been included nor is 
there a representative from the Department of 
Health on the steering committee. Our sub-
mission has been praised, and as a result, 
representatives from the group may be invited 
to give a presentation to a parliamentary envi-
ronment committee. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Environmental_impact_of_hydraulic_fracturing 

 
Currently, we are putting together a submis-
sion on the SDGs which will come into effect 
when the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) expire in 2015. Our submission is a 
list of principles that we consider should un-
derpin the SDGs. As well as sending the sub-
mission to government departments, we are 
also seeking to meet some department offi-
cials and their respective government minis-
ters. 

 
Cathal Duddy OFM 

JPIC Animator   
Irish Province 
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Our JPIC priorities are based on Mandate 43 
of the 2009 General Chapter.  Our current 
activities include: 
-Preparing a resource for communities to re-
flect on how our style of life impacts on crea-
tion and the economic and ethical use of re-
sources. It will also suggest some possible 
actions. 
 
-Building a relationship with the Faith & Ecol-
ogy Network (FEN).  It is an interfaith group 
which shares reflections on our relationship 
with creation and creator. 
 
-Studying how we can better support the 
Franciscan schools in Timor Leste and build 
the relationship with our brothers in the Timor 
Leste Foundation. 
 
-Working to strengthen our relationship with 
Cana Communities in Sydney.  This group 
helps those at risk of homelessness, refu-
gees, and those recently released from pris-
on. 
 
-Monitoring the issue of “fracking”, or hydrau-
lic fracturing.  It directly affects our Maryfields 
friary and the community around Thirroul.  
One of the friars, Br. Mario Debaptista, pre-
pared a paper for the New South Wales plan-
ning committee evaluating a gas project near 
Maryfields. The Franciscan Action Network 
(FAN) in the USA has a wide experience with 
this issue and resources for reflection. The 
difficult relationship between mining and the 
community is an area being addressed by 
Friar JPIC initiatives around the world. (See 
http://www.climatechange.gov.au/sites/
climatechange/files/files/climate-change/nger/
nga-factsheet7.pdf)   
 
-Supporting the group Australian Catholic 
Religious against the Trafficking of Humans. 
Sarah Menassa, the JPIC animator for the 
province, works with this group. 
 
-Maintaining contact with the group Catholic 
Earthcare. 
 
-Networking with Diocesan Justice and 
Peace Offices on issues related to social jus-
tice, climate change and refugees. 
 
-Providing talks, resources and assistance to 
schools and other groups which support 

Franciscan approaches to the environment, 
peace and those excluded in society. 
 
-Networking with Franciscan International and 
other Franciscan JPIC Offices, particularly with 
our brothers from SAOC and the broader Fran-
ciscan family, to address issues of common 
concern. 
 
-Informing friars about JPIC issues through by 
updates and by passing on information received 
in the JPIC Office relevant to the interests and 
concerns of individual friars.  
 
Regarding the future, this is a year of Provincial 
Chapter.  We should reflect, individually and 
together, on the JPIC issues that we consider 
important for the Province, and on how we can 
better implement the JPIC Mandates of the last 
General Chapter. The JPIC Committee wel-
comes the ideas of all friars. To help this pro-
cess of reflection we have sent to each friary a 
copy of the booklet Reading the Signs of the 
Times, which considers Catholic Social Teach-
ing and its applications.  
 
It is not the task of the JPIC Animator and Com-
mittee to do the JPIC work in the Province.  Ra-
ther they are called to encourage individual fri-
ars, our Franciscan communities, parishes and 
schools, and those with whom we work, to 
preach the Gospel through respect for creation 
and by deeds of reconciliation, peace and jus-
tice. 

 
Joe McKay OFM 

Member of the JPIC Commission 
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Br. Andreas Brands, the secretary of Formation 
for the German province, invited the German and 
Dutch friars in initial formation (about 20) to a 
seminar given by Br. Markus Fuhrmann, the Ger-
man animator for JPIC.  The seminar was enti-
tled “Minority and our Franciscan commit-
ment to justice, peace, and integrity of crea-
tion”.  The friars met at the house in Grosskrot-
zenburg, close to Frankfurt. As an encourage-
ment for others to hold similar seminars, the pro-
gram is presented here:  
 
I. Poverty as a reality in our society and in our 
world 
 
A. A ten minute film was shown, “Small Change”.  
It deals with the relationship between a homeless 
person and a businessman. After the movie friars 
were asked to discuss the following in small 
groups: 
1. Describe the daily life and the reality of both 
the homeless person and the banker. 
2. Do the banker and the homeless person act 
according to their social role?  If not, how  do 
they ‘step out of their roles’? 
3. What was the relationship between the two 
protagonists like? Was there development in 
their relation?  
The results of the groups were written down on a 
flipchart. 
 
B. The participants were then divided into two 
groups for a quiz on facts about poverty. Five 
multiple choice questions were to be answered 
by each group within a certain time. For each 
correct answer the team received one point. 
Members of the winning team got the latest edi-
tion of the JPIC magazine of the province (the 
members of the other team got it later). 
 
C. In a plenary session aspects of living as a 
poor were collected and written down, according 
to five items: a) body & health; b) social network; 
c) formation /work/output; d) material security; e) 
values & spirituality. These five items represent 
the five pillars of identity according to the termi-
nology of the German psychologist Hilarion 
Petzold (Integrative Therapy).  In plenary session 
the results of this first step, our  SEEING, were 
discussed using the question: “What does this 
information about the lives of the poor mean for 
my/our life as a Franciscan(s)?” 
 
II. Minority as an essential element of Francis-
can spirituality 

A. A section of the movie “Francesco” (directed by 
Liliana Cavani) was shown (the vocation of Fran-
cis). The participants then discussed the following 
questions in groups of three: 
1. What did I feel while watching this section of the 
movie? 
2. What did I like most? What bothered me? 
 
B. Each participant was asked to read chapter 1 
of “Pilgrims and Strangers: A Resource for Ongo-
ing Formation from Chapter IV of the OFM Gen-
eral Constitutions”. 
Then three small groups were formed and each 
had to answer one of the following questions: 
1. What does minority mean according to this text 
and the Franciscan sources? 
2. Which aspects of our concrete life as Francis-
cans hinder the realization of minority in our daily 
life according to the text? Are you aware of other 
aspects from your own experience? 
3. In which sense do the three “experiences” pre-
sented in the text illustrate Franciscan minority?  
There was one additional question for all three 
groups: 
Do you know concrete examples of minority in our 
own province? Do you have any ideas where and 
how minority could be better lived in our province? 
The results of the small groups were collected on 
a flipchart.  There followed by an open discussion.  
 
III. Information about the structure and the ac-
tivities of JPIC in the OFM 
 
A. The structure of JPIC in the OFM was ex-
plained (JPIC Rome Office, Animation Committee, 
International Council, Continental Meetings, Con-
ference Meetings, the animators on the provincial 
level with their working groups, the JPIC Manual, 
Contact etc.), followed by an overview about the 
chapter mandates of the General Chapter in 2009 
and concrete activities worldwide. 
 
B. Participants were informed about the history, 
structure and activities of Franciscans Internation-
al. 
 
IV. Evaluation 
 
Evaluation was carried out using the following 
phrases: 
1. “The main thing I learned in  this seminar is…” 
2. “What continues to be an open question for me 
is…” 

Markus Fuhrmann  OFM   
JPIC Animator - German Province  
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God calls us to ministry in many ways, as I have 
experienced in my own life.  I, for one, never 
expected to be a missionary, ministering to asy-
lum seekers and refugees in Thailand.  When I 
was asked to be a missionary in Thailand, I said 
“yes” without realizing what I would do there, 
how I would have to deal with people, culture, 
language, and so on. But when God calls it is 
always with the words: “Go!  I will be with you as 
you speak, and instruct you in what to say.” 

The Franciscan Foundation in Thailand is a mis-
sion of the Minister General.  Upon arrival I told 
the local minister I was ready to do whatever 
was needed, and he asked me to stay in Sam-
phran.  First, however, I went to Bangkok for 
language studies.  Thai was a big challenge, but 
I applied myself to learning the language.  At the 
same time I began visiting Pakistani families 
who are asylum seekers and refugees from dif-
ferent poor cities and towns of Pakistan, where 
they are victims of brutality, cruelty, violence, 
and all types of mistreatment. They no longer 
consider Pakistan their home.  

The naked reality and stigma of Pakistani socie-
ty is that minorities, including different Muslim 
sects, are not safe.  Killing and hounding them 
has become a daily business in Pakistan.  All 
families have been wounded and tell unforgetta-
ble stories about lost family members and about 
the brutal way they were killed. It hurts to listen 
to these stories.  Those who tell them are satis-
fied to be safe and breathing, in spite of the fact 
that their basic needs are not met.  They have 
not found the Promised Land and have no shep-
herd to guide them.  They live trusting in the 
Lord. 

Thailand is a good place for asylum seekers and 
refugees.  Its people are kind, generous and 
hospitable. They try their best to meet the needs 
of the refugees with things like food and shelter. 
They have strong religious and social values; 
their culture is beautiful and loving.  

My concern for those who are suffering was 
awakened by a fellow friar, Br. Gregory, who 
said that we are called to serve the people who 
are facing injustice and are struggling in their 
daily life.  As I was thinking about this, I received 
an e-mail from the Jesuits who needed a transla-
tor for Pakistani Christian asylum seekers and 
refugees.  After talking to the Jesuits I began 
visiting people living in Bangkok, more than one 
hundred families.  They have all sorts of ques-
tions; their status is complicated and cases take 
more than two years to be resolved.  Many of  

the children cannot attend school because they 
are labeled illegal immigrants.  I also began to visit 
different organizations who work to help the refu-
gees in their struggles.  In my contacts with the 
people and with the aid organizations, I have 
come to the conclusion that we need to find crea-
tive ways to treat the problems, especially for chil-
dren who cannot attend regular school.  Families 
need counseling and the opportunity to work.  We 
must promote collaboration among all who want to 
help.  We need to get beyond our prejudices and 
work for peace, justice and harmony.  Like Fran-
cis, we too need to be instruments of peace. 

I have begun to see the Scriptures in a new light.  
I understand now that God is always there to help 
the people, like in the Exodus from Egypt and the 
entrance to the Promised Land.  I have learned 
that God is on the side of the poor and marginal-
ized because God sees their pain and wounds.  
The mission of Jesus as portrayed in chapter four 
of Luke’s Gospel has become a great source of 
strength for me to do God’s will, whether my work 
is accepted or not.  Like Saint Francis, I feel that I 
am called to be good news for all. 

I am thankful for this ministerial opportunity provid-
ed by John the Baptist Custody and the Pakistan-
is.  It has helped me deepen my vocation and al-
lowed me to work with people in great need.  It 
has broadened my experience and helped me see 
things differently.  Our community prays and 
works together, seeking to witness to the Gospel 
and to live our charism, using few words.   It is 
tough at times, but we continue to encourage one 
another. 

Khushi Lal OFM 
Franciscan Foundation Thailand 
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The German campaign against the arms 
trade was founded by Pax Christi, the 
group “Life without Armaments” (“Ohne 
Rüstung leben“), the Justice and Peace 
Commission of the German Franciscans, 
and other organizations.  These groups 
gathered to make a strong statement in 
front of the office of the German Chancel-
lor, Angela Merkel. 
 
On the morning of February 26, 2013, they 
erected a huge representation of a pistol in 
the area in front of her office.  Under it was 
written: “Our weapons are killing people; 
Germany is the third largest arms exporter 
in the world”. Brother Juergen Neitzert, 
OFM, delivered a speech there, saying: 
“Saint Francis was a knight in his youth, but 
he converted and became a promoter of 
peace. After starting two world wars, Ger-
many converted and stated: ‘Never more 
shall Germany go to war’. But there is war 
proceeding from Germany, that is, we are 
selling arms to countries all over the world; 
we are the third largest arms dealer after 
the United States and Russia.  
 
German “Heckler and Koch” guns like the 
G3 have been sold to about a hundred 
countries in the world. Experts believe that 
more than a million people were killed by 
these weapons after World War II. Also, 
Germany provided special wheeled tanks 
to Turkey.  They were used to destroy  
 

about 3,000 Kurdish villages, displacing about 
1.5 million Kurds who lost their lands and cat-
tle and who now live in very poor conditions. 
In Somalia, “Heckler and Koch” guns were 
used to kill people. Mexico, Saudi Arabia, In-
donesia, Algeria, Libya, and Egypt likewise 
received weapons from Germany, many of 
which were used in situations of conflict in 
these countries.” 
 
A year ago at the same place, between the 
German Parliament and the Chancellor’s of-
fice, the campaign against the arms trade set 
loose a number of black helium balloons 
shaped like bombs in order to make a strong 
statement against the arms trade.  February 
26 is the day designated against the arms 
trade; Article 26.2 of the German Constitution 
states that there should never again be war 
initiated by Germany and that exporting 
weapons for wars should be stopped. 

 

Jurgen Neitzert OFM 
JPIC Animator  

German Province  
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This last Saturday I saw evil. I was at an 
evil place. I was at the Northwest Detention 
Center of ICE, U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement of the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security in Tacoma, Washing-
ton. It is a sad place where immigrants who 
have been arrested are detained as they 
face deportation. It is a “for profit”, private 
prison and cash cow for the corporation 
which operates it and charges $124 a day 
for each person detained.  
 
There were about 20 of us gathered out-
side this horrible facility. We saw mothers, 
fathers, children, husbands, wives, grand-
parents and friends pass through a gate 
next to a guard shack and take a long, slow 
walk to enter a place where their loved 
ones are held. It might be the last visit be-
fore their loved ones will be sent away, far 
away.  
 
There was a banner in black and white 
raised on two poles; it said: "Who are you 
calling illegal? End immigration deten-
tion." Did my presence there with a few 
other people mean anything? I hope and 
pray our prayers together, our introductions 
of who we were and why we were there 
meant something.  

But I recall an e-mail invitation that I re-
ceived; it said: "bring coffee and food, sup-
port and solidarity to visiting families and 
loved ones at the detention center. Stop 
the raids, deportations and jailing of immi-
grant workers. Shut down the detention 
centers." I am complicit in allowing immi-
grants to be treated so badly.  

They are NOT illegal, they are NOT undocu-
mented! They are God's creations. They are 
my Sisters and Brothers. And I must do 
something.  Being at the evil detention center 
in Tacoma or any place else is a requirement.  
 

 
I am a Secular Franciscan and that requires 
that I be engaged in the world on behalf of 
God's creation. I hope and pray that there will 
be a banner at the Tacoma immigrant deten-
tion center that says simply, "End immigrant 
detention – signed: The Franciscans." The 
very fact that we are struggling is already a 
victory! 
   

 
Roger Yockey, OFS 

United States of America 
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