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The delegation of our Franciscan Family was 
composted of about sixty representatives from 
Africa, Europe, South America and North 
America. We gathered at Colegio Regina Coeli 
in Rio de Janeiro June 15 to 23, during the 
People’s Summit and the Rio +20 Conference 
of the United Nations. Together we studied 
and reflected on some of the basic themes: 
green economy, human rights, environmental 
rights, sustainability, mining, indigenous peo-
ples, and spirituality. We worked to share our 
Franciscan vision and values with the others 
who were gathered at these meetings. Mem-
bers of Franciscans International, JPIC advo-
cates, grassroots activists, university profes-
sors and media friars shared in this very excit-
ing time.  As Franciscans we were able to es-
tablish important personal and organizational 
relations that encouraged us to continue to 
work together and commit ourselves to com-
mon proposals for the Franciscan Family. 
 
In preparation for the meeting, representatives 
had already received essential background 
information. Knowing that the participants 
came from various levels of understanding 
these documents were helpful in providing 
basic knowledge about the issues to be dis-
cussed in Rio. A general introduction to 
Rio+20 was prepared, and short papers were 
written by various Franciscans dealing with the 
topics of : “Desertification,” “Hunger,” “The 
Right to Food: Towards food security and food 
sovereignty,”  “Biodiversity and its Loss,“ 
“Climate Change: a threat to us all,”  “Water 
and Sanitation,” and “Green Economy—What 
is the value of nature? “  
 
At our introductory meeting on June 15, mem-
bers shared not only what was happening lo-
cally, but made the connections as to how 
their concerns were related to issues being 
addressed at the Rio meetings. Quickly we 
realized the inevitable connections between  
local and international problems.  Although our 
situations were different the global concerns 
were similar. 
 
In describing the objectives for our gathering, 
Fr. Joe Rozansky, encouraged dialogue and 
sharing so that we could see ways to organize 
our efforts more effectively to transform the 
world in the spirit of our Franciscan heritage. 
Moema de Miranda, Director of Ibase, an or-
ganization that provides economic and social 
analysis of Brazil, spoke to the group regard-
ing the economic struggles of the people and 
of initiatives to help them with strategic plan-

ning. Br. Rodrigo Péret provided background infor-
mation on the green economy and the painful 
struggles of the Brazilians in addressing the com-
modification of their resources.  He stressed the 
value of the work with Via Campesina, which is an 
international movement of peasants, rural and in-
digenous agricultural workers.  
 
Our Franciscan Family sponsored a number of 
important events at the UN gathering and at the 
People’s Summit.  Franciscans International had 
an event at the UN which focused on eco agricul-
ture.  The panelists included Leonardo Boff.  He 
spoke about sustainability as a circular process, as 
distinct from sustainable development which is a 
linear process.  Sr. Placida Lihinikaduwa shared 
about a successful organic farming project in rural 
Sri Lanka; there the people, having left the slums, 
learn not only farming skills but some basic social 
skills such as use of money and how to sustain a 
healthy way of life. 
 
FI sponsored another side event: “Agriculture and 
sustainable societies: food security, land and soli-
darity” together with the Holy See, Caritas Interna-
tionalis and CIDSE.  The event fostered a dialogue 
on promoting human-centered sustainability strate-
gies for the promotion of food security, steward-
ship of natural resources, land and the need for 
global solidarity to address these concerns. 
 
At the People’s Summit Franciscans sponsored 
another major event: “A Critique of Green Econo-
my and Alternative Approaches: Constructing with 
the Peoples”.  It featured Leonardo Boff, a highly 
respected theologian; Pablo Solon, an economist 
from Bolivia and a CIDSE partner; and Genevieve 
Azam, a French economist.  They discussed the 
solidarity economy of the people. Over 300 per-
sons enthusiastically listened to the message that 
the green economy must consider human and en-
vironmental rights. The commodification of nature 
has to stop and the distribution of natural re-
sources needs to be fair. 
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Back at Colegio Regina Coeli the participants 
gathered to discuss the possibility of focusing 
on the mining issue from a global perspective, 
especially since so many people are affected 
by the harmful effects of mining. Fr. Joe 
Rozansky said that in his visits concerns about 
mining were raised by friars in every region. 
Sr. Sheila Kinsey, FCJM spoke about the work 
being done with the JPIC Promoters in Rome 
and described a survey being developed to 
gather pertinent information which would be 
shared with others working on the mining is-
sue. 
 
Beyond the panel discussions we participated 
in the opening mass at the Cathedral and at-
tended the opening ritual at the People’s Sum-
mit. We visited favelas (slums) and walked 
though streets of poverty and commercializa-
tion.  We were present for a celebration of 
community organization projects and the work 
of women in a Franciscan parish in the Ro-
cinha favela.  In the Duque de Caxias commu-
nity, we listened to witness talks from women 
involved in a program for victims of domestic 
violence. They showed their practical and 
beautiful handcrafts which were a source of 
income and self-esteem for them. Later, we 
visited a kindergarten where the children were 
having a good time creating pictures, singing 
and dancing. On one afternoon we participat-
ed in a global mobilization march with 20,000 
other persons who were demonstrating on the 
harmful effects of the green economy.   

 
As a result of these experiences, three com-
mon proposals were chosen, to be coordinat-
ed by members of the Franciscan Family who 
were present at this Rio meeting. They were 
prioritized in the following order:  
  
1. Authenticity of lifestyle—Coordinator Bernd 
Beermann, OFM Cap, in conjunction with the 
Franciscan family in Germany. 
 
2. Extractive industries/mining—Coordinators 
Sr. Sheila Kinsey and Fr. Joe Rozansky, in 

conjunction with the JPIC Promoters in Rome. The 
information might be centralized on the JPIC wik-
ispaces site in Rome. 
 
3. Campain againt the green economy—
Coordinated by the Brazilian Franciscans. This 
group will continue to use the webpage: 
                 www.nogreeneconomy.org 
where information is posted in English, Spanish, 
Portuguese and French. 
 
All three areas are to integrate our Franciscan 
Spirituality, provide formation materials and con-
nect with networks. Each group will be responsible 
for sharing this information with the Franciscan 
Family.  Truly, the participants at this meeting are 
hopeful that the best is yet to come because of our 
commitment to work together. 
 
Participants crafted the following short document 
to help disseminate news about our activities at 
Rio + 20, and to encourage the Franciscan Family 
to become ever more involved in responding to the 
current crises that we face in today’s world. To 
access the document please go to:  
http://www.ofm.org/ofm/?page_id=439&lang=en 

 
To the People’s Summit Final Document:  
http://cupuladospovos.org.br/en/ 

 
Br. Cathal’s report for the English Speakers Conference: 
http://www.praying-nature.com/site_pages.php?
section=Ecology+Matters%21&category_ref=104 

 

  

CONTACT JULY 2012 

FRANCISCAN FAMILY EXPERIENCE IN RIO DE JANEIRO  



4 

(Adital) 
The basic futility of the UN document for Rio + 
20 lies in its complete lack of a new approach 
or cosmology that could guarantee hope for the 
"future we want" motto of this grand meeting.  
As it stands, it negates any future promise. 
 
According to those who formulated the docu-
ment the future depends on the economy, and 
the accompanying adjective makes little differ-
ence: green or sustainable. The green econo-
my in particular is mounting a tremendous as-
sault on the final stronghold of nature, trans-
forming it into merchandise and putting a price 
on what is common, natural, vital and irreplace-
able for life: water, soil, fertility, forests, genes, 
etc.  Life is sacred and cannot be reduced to 
business deals.  But it is precisely this which is 
moving forward as a categorical imperative: 
appropriate everything and trade everything, 
especially the goods and services of nature. 
 
Here we see the supreme egotism and arro-
gance of human beings, also called anthropo-
centrism.  We approach Earth as if it were a 
warehouse of resources for ourselves alone, 
without realizing that we are not the only inhab-
itants of Earth, nor are we its owners.  We do 
not feel part of nature, but outside and above it, 
"lords and owners."  We forget, however, that 
there is a whole community of visible life (5% of 
the biosphere) and a quadrillion quadrillions of 
invisible microorganisms (95%), which guaran-
tee the vitality and fertility of the Earth.  All of 
them are part of this earthly condominium and 
have the right to exist and live with us. If it were 
not for our interdependent relationship with 
them, we could not even exist. The document 
takes none of this into account.  It is safe to say 
that there is no salvation with this document.  It 
leads to the abyss.  While it is still possible we 
need to avert this scenario.  
 
Our current cosmological perspective is one of 
world conquest through unlimited growth.  It is 
mechanistic, deterministic, atomistic and reduc-
tionist.  Today,  20% of the world's population 
controls and consumes 80 per cent of natural 
resources, half of the forests have been de-
stroyed, 65% of arable land has been lost, 
27,000 to 100,000 species of living beings dis-
appear each year (Wilson) and more than 1000 
synthetic chemical agents, mostly toxic, are 
released into nature.  We build weapons of 
mass destruction, capable of eliminating human 
life.  The overall  effect is an imbalance of the 
Earth’s ecosystem, manifested as global warm-
ing.  With the gases already produced, by the 
year 2035 temperatures will most certainly rise 

by 3-4° C, making life as we know it virtually impos-
sible. 
The current economic and financial crisis, which is 
plunging entire nations into misery, makes us insen-
sitive to our ecological danger and conspires 
against any necessary change of course.  
 
In contrast, a paradigm or cosmology of universal 
responsibility is also emerging, with potential to 
save the situation.  Its best expression is found in 
the Earth Charter, which places our existence in the 
cosmic life cycle, the huge evolutionary process 
that began 13.7 billion years ago. The universe is 
continuously expanding; it is self-organizing and 
creating itself.  Everything exists in a relational net-
work and nothing exists outside this relationship.  
Thus all beings are interdependent and work to-
gether to ensure balance.  The human mission lies 
in caring for and maintaining this symphonic harmo-
ny.  We need to produce not for accumulation and 
private enrichment, but to achieve an adequate and 
decent standard of living for all, while respecting the 
limits and cycles of nature.  
 
At the core of all beings is the underlying Energy 
that has given origin to and sustains the universe, 
and which allows the emergence of new life. The 
most spectacular of these beings are the Earth and 
humanity.  Humanity is the conscious element on 
Earth, and carries within itself the responsibility of 
caring for the Earth. 
 
This new paradigm guarantees “the future we 
want.”  Without it we will surely be pushed into col-
lective chaos with disastrous consequences. The 
new paradigm is inspiring.  Instead of turning nature 
into business, we place ourselves at the heart of it, 
in deep harmony and synergy.  We seek to respect 
her limits and to “live well” with her, promoting har-
mony with all and with Mother Earth.  Characteris-
tics of this new cosmology include: care rather than 
domination; the recognition of the intrinsic value of 
each being and not simply of its usefulness for hu-
manity; respect for all life and for the rights of na-
ture, eliminating its exploitation; and the articulation 
of ecological justice with social justice. 
 
This paradigm is more in line with actual human 
needs and with the logic of the universe itself. If the 
document of Rio + 20 had adopted it as a backdrop, 
it would have created the opportunity for a planetary 
civilization where care, cooperation, love, respect, 
joy and spirituality are central. Such an option 
would point not toward the abyss, but toward the 
future we want: a biocivilization of solid hope. 
 

Leonardo Boff 
Theologian, Philosopher and Writer 

[Source: Servicios Koinonía] 
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At the May 2012 meeting of JPIC Anima-
tors from the English-Speaking Confer-
ence in Washington D.C., ethicist Tom 
Nairn OFM (Sacred Heart Province USA) 
outlined a Franciscan understanding of 
economics.  Entitled, “Being the Poor Pil-
grim,” Nairn’s presentation summarized 
the work of a small team of Franciscan 
scholars crafting a book on the Franciscan 
Moral Tradition. He then applied the moral 
principles these scholars have culled from 
our heritage to economics, a burning issue 
in the United States right now during an 
election year.   
 
Historians know that the war between As-
sisi and Perugia was not simply a war be-
tween two cities, but also a class war be-
tween the emerging middle class and the 
nobles.  Deeply marked by that conflict, 
Francis’ understanding of sine proprio 
does not signify living in destitution, but a 
rejection of the dominion of one person 
over another.  Franciscan intellectuals fol-
lowed Augustine by distinguishing be-
tween the law of nature before the Fall 
and after the Fall: in God’s original intent, 
everything is held in common by all and 
there is one freedom for all.   
 
Franciscan anthropology does not pro-
mote a homo oeconomicus driven by self-
interest, nor a homo consumens driven to 
possess, but a homo creatus et donator 
who recognizes creaturely status and 
freely gives in imitation of the generosity 
and voluntary poverty seen in Christ.  This 
anthropology suggests a relational econo-
my in which commercial activity focuses 
on providing for and protecting the other. 
 
Nairn emphasized that the Franciscan vi-
sion of a society of friends does not fit 
neatly into contemporary categories for 
economic theory.  Rather, the Franciscan 
tradition holds up ideals.  Like capitalism, 
the Franciscan tradition takes initiative, 
responsibility and productivity seriously.  
Like socialism, it is communitarian in ori-
entation and follows an ethic of sharing.  
In economics and in other areas of ethics, 
our Franciscan heritage consists of a wis-

dom tradition which shies away from offering 
clearly-cut obligations and prohibitions, favor-
ing instead a vision of the perfect human life 
and suggesting the path along which our com-
mon journey should tend.  This does not 
mean one can dismiss Franciscan insights as 
too “idealistic”—rather, Franciscan ideals pro-
vide a goal and a goad, showing whether we 
are growing in the right direction.   
 

 
Submitted by Jason Welle OFM 

JPIC Animator, Assumption BVM Province 
(USA) 
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We came together to celebrate with joy 
and hope the Centenary anniversary of 
Saint Francis Mission on the Cururu 
River (located in the southeast part of 
the state of Pará in Brazil).  We are the 
people of the Munduruku indigenous 
nation, coming from dozens of different 
villages, leaders, missionaries, reli-
gious and laity, more than one thou-
sand of us who have gathered for the-
se festive days.  We have decided to 
send this message to Brazilian society 
and to all those who defend life on 
planet Earth. 
  
For hundreds of years we have lived 
on the banks of the Alto-Tapajós and 
its tributaries in the Amazon forest, in 
the southeast of the Brazilian state of 
Pará.  We consider the land and water, 
the forests and rivers, as source and 
sustenance for the life of all, in all its 
dimensions.  Therefore we understand 

and respect nature as something sacred, 
something superior to ourselves. 
  
In recent years we have felt threatened by 
a model of development which encour-
ages the construction of hydroelectric 
plants and waterways, and promotes min-
ing and trading in so-called “carbon cred-
its”.  This model of development is not on-
ly incompatible with our way of life, but 
causes serious and irreversible impact on 
traditional peoples and on the entire bi-
ome of Amazonia. 
 
We would like to see promotion of eco-
nomic development policies which truly 
benefit all the inhabitants of Earth, and not 
only a privileged minority. 
 
The moment calls us to strengthen our 
unity - the Muduruku people, all indige-
nous peoples and all people of good will – 
in defense of life, of our culture, and of the 

land and water, in view of 
the future of our sons and 
daughters, and of planet 
Earth. 
  
 
We live and work in the 
hope of another 100 
years!  
 
 
Topaga soat jeymubacan 
– for this, may God bless 
all of us! 
 
 
Saint Francis Mission on 
the Cururu River,  
13 May 2012, 
 
 
Celebration of the  
centenary of its founding 
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Specific objective 1: strengthen the relationship between the Secretariat of Formation and Studies and 
the Secretariat of Evanglization and Missions, in order to integrate JPIC values into formation and 
evanglization. 

 

Specific Objective 2: promote JPIC values in initial and ongoing formation in order to infuse them in 
the DNA of the life and mission of all friars of the conference. 

 

Specific Objective 3: work with the Secretariat of Evangelization and Missions to awaken a conscious-
ness and commitment to Gospel JPIC values in parishes, sanctuaries and educational centers.  

 

Specific Objective 4: collaborate in the promotion of an ecological awareness regarding the impact of our 
lifestyle on creation, social relations, economics, politics and human rights, in order to develop positive 
attitudes toward the care and conservation of the environment. 

General Objective: promote, coordinate and encourage collaboration in joint activities of the friars of 
the Conference in order to integrate JPIC values into the life and mission of the Friars Minor, so that 
these values might become a transverse element of our lives. 

Activities Responsible Resources Date/place Evaluation 

1.Approach and dia-
logue with the secretar-
ies of Formation and 
Evangelization of the 
Conference. 

Friar Adin Mo-
rales, JPIC presi-
dent of the con-
ference. 

Electronic mass 
media and 
transport. JPIC 
Plan 2012 

  

  
Izamal, Yu-
catán 

  
February 
2012 

  
3-7 

December 2012 

Mexico City 

Activities Responsible Resources Date/place Evaluation 

1. Prepare a bro-
chure with JPIC 
proposals for all 
stages of for-
mation. 

Friar Raul Eguía, Vocation 
promotion. 
Friar Francisco Javier 
Atilano, Postulancy. 
Friar Adin Morales, 
Novitiate. 
Friar René Flores, 
Philosophy. 
Friar Antonio Morán, 
Theology. 

  
OFM Docu-
ments, Booklet 
prepared by  
USG/UISG, 
and others. 

  
May 14-18 
2012 

Nuevo Laredo 

  
December 3-
7,  2012 

  
Orizaba, Ver. 

2. Hold a JPIC 
congress in each 
provincial entity. 

Each provincial animator OFM friars, 
other people 
and materials 

In each prov-
ince, before 
October 

December 3-
7, 2012 

Orizaba, Ver. 

Activities Responsible Resources Date/place Evaluation 

1. Continue to encour-
age creation of an 
evangelization plan that 
includes JPIC values. 

Each provincial ani-
mator 

Provincial 
funds. Franci-
scan Sources. 

Permanently December 3-
7, 2012 

Orizaba, Ver. 

2.Creation of a confer-
ence JPIC web site 

Fr. Antonio Morán Articles, photos, 
financing, news, 
etc. 

May 14-18 

N. Laredo 

December 3-
7, 2012 

Orizaba, Ver. 
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Activities Responsible Recourses Date/place Evaluation 

1.Create a JPIC bro-
chure on environmental 
education for education-
al centers and other 
institutions. 

Each provincial 
animator 

Provincial funds 
and donations. Bib-
liographical materi-
als. 

June 2012 December 3-7, 
2012 

Orizaba, Ver. 

2.Promote and highlight 
ecological activities at 
local and provincial lev-
els (separation of solid 
waste, composting, en-
ergy and water conser-
vation). 

Fr. Adin Morales 
OFM 

Web site of the 
Conference 

Monthly December 3-7, 
2012 

Orizaba, Ver. 
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We have received word that the following book 
from Orbis is available on amazon.com for pre
-ordering.  Some details about the book and 
authors: 
 
Title: What’s So Blessed about Being Poor?: 
Seeking the Gospel in the Slums of Kenya 
 
Authors: Susan L. Slavin and Coralis Salvador 
 
About the authors: Coralis Salvador is an ex-
perienced Maryknoll lay missioner who has 
served for more than ten years among the 
poor in Kenya. Her home is in San Francisco. 
Susan Slavin is an attorney in the area of fami-
ly law and women’s rights who is now a Fran-
ciscan lay missioner. Her home is in New 
York. 
 
Publication Date: October 1, 2012  
 
Book Description: An inspiring exploration of 
how happiness and holiness can exist in the 
midst of poverty and illness. Two lay women 
who have chosen to live among the poor in 
East Africa, one a Maryknoll lay missioner, 
and the other a New York attorney who left her 
law practice to become a lay missioner with 
the Franciscans, minister to the poor in Kenya. 
Slavin first met Salvador when she was volun-
teering as a lawyer working in a justice and 
peace program in Kenya. Slavin was intrigued 
by the well-known phrase “Blessed are the 
poor.” After approaching this seeming paradox 
through unrewarding library research, she de-
cided that she would join Salvador in her min-
istry to AIDS orphans to try to understand how 
the poor can be blessed. This account tells of 
their experiences as they worked together with 
the poor, primarily AIDS orphans, in the slums 
of Kenya. Photos will be included. 
 
List price for the book is US$ 23.00, and price 
through amazon is US$ 15.64.  The title is not 
yet released, but you may pre-order now and it 
will be delivered when book arrives.   
 
Ships from and sold by Amazon.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our friend and co-worker at SEFRAS (Franciscan 
Sol idar ity Service) and SINFRAJUPE 
(Interfranciscan Service for Justice, Peace and 
Ecology), Hugo Paixao, was drowned in Rio de 
Janeiro this past July 14.  He was buried in Sao 
Paulo on Monday, July 16.  His commitment to the 
struggle for Justice, Peace and Ecology, and his 
participation in the campaign "Say no to the Green 
Economy," are a model of love for the Kingdom of 
God.  
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