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constrained environment 

threatens to dissolve the fabric 

of human society and devastate 

the very order of creation 

which Francis of Assisi praised 

in his Canticle of the Sun….We 

are torn apart by intolerance, 

hostility and violence so totally 

contradictory to the vision of 

the Poverello of Assisi, whose 

example inspires us to regard 

one another with respect, yes 

love, regardless of origin and 

creed.” 

 

The ceremony at Santa Maria 

degli Angeli continued with 

declarations of peace presented 

by ten important members of 

the delegations: 1) Bartholo-

mew I, archbishop of Constan-

tinople, Ecumenical Patriarch; 

2) Dr. Rowan Douglas Wil-

liams, Archbishop of Canter-

bury, Primate of the Anglican 

Communion: 3) Norwan Za-

karian, Primate Archbishop of 

the Diocese of France of the 

Armenian Apostolic Church; 4) 

Dr. Olav Fykse Tveit, Secre-

tary General of the World 

Council of Churches; 5) Rabbi 

David Rosen, Representative of 

the Chief Rabbinate of Israel; 

6) Professor Wande Abimbola, 

Awise Agbaye, spokesperson 

for the Ifa and Yoruba Relig-

ion; 7) Acharya Shri Shrivatsa 

Goswami, representative of the 

Hindu religion; 8) Ja-Seung, 

President of the Jogye Order, 

Korean Buddhism; 9) Dr. Kyai 

Haji Hasyim Muzadi, Secretary 

General of the International 

Conference of Islamic Schools; 

10) Professor Julia Kristeva, 

Bulgaria. 
 
 

 

 

 

On the 27th of October 2011, a 

major celebration was held in 

Assisi for the 25th anniversary 

of the Spirit of Assisi.  Origi-

nally undertaken by Pope John 

Paul II in 1986, Pope Benedict 

XVI proposed a similar cele-

bration for this year and he 

again invited world religious 

leaders to come to Assisi to 

pray for peace.  There were 

two moments when the Pope 

met these leaders, the first at 

the Basilica of Santa Maria 

degli Angeli, the second at the 

Basilica of San Francesco. 

 

From the OFM General Curia 

were present the Minister 

General Br. Jose R. Carballo, 

the vicar General Br. Michael 

Perry, all the General Defini-

tors, the Secretary General Br. 

Aidan McGrath, and the secre-

tary of the Min. Gen. Br. Fran-

cisco Arellano.  Br. Fabio 

L’amour represented the JPIC 

Office; Br. Joseph Magro and 

Br. Robert Bahcic represented 

the Communication Office. 

 

At Santa Maria degli Angeli 

the Pope was welcomed by 

four Generals of the Francis-

can Family: Br. Jose R. Car-

ballo OFM, Br. Marco Tasca 

OFM Conv, Br. Mauro Johri 

OFM Cap, and Br. Michael 

Higgins TOR.  At the main 

door of the Basilica the Pope 

then welcomed individually 

each of the religious leaders in 

attendance.  Once inside the 

leaders took their places on a 

platform specially made for 

the occasion, in front of the 

little church “Portiuncula.”  

The Pope was the last to enter  

and was received with enthusi-

asm by the participants. 

 

Cardinal Peter Turkson, 

President of the Pontifical 

Council for Justice and 

Peace, welcomed those pre-

sent to Assisi and gave an 

opening presentation.  He 

commented that “we have 

come together at the invita-

tion of Pope Benedict XVI to 

celebrate the memory of that 

moment of brotherhood and 

prayer (1986) and to set out 

anew as PILGRIMS OF THE 

TRUTH AND PILGRIMS 

OF PEACE. We are gathered 

here aware of a common call 

to live together in peace, a 

deep yearning that throbs 

incessantly in our hearts.” 

 

He noted that: “We 

come….to bear witness to the 

great power of religion for 

good, and to renew a com-

mon commitment to building 

peace, to reconciling those in 

conflict and to bringing man 

back into harmony with crea-

tion….The twenty-five years 

of our joint effort for peace 

have richly displayed our 

sense of brotherhood and 

solidarity in the service of 

our world and the human 

family. But the years have 

also been fraught with chal-

lenges to the sense of man 

and history….The strong re-

source-competition among 

peoples in a climate-
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of violence is overruled. We 

know that terrorism is often re-

ligiously motivated and that the 

specifically religious character 

of the attacks is proposed as a 

justification for the reckless cru-

elty that considers itself entitled 

to discard the rules of morality 

for the sake of the intended 

“good”. In this case, religion 

does not serve peace, but is used 

as justification for violence. 

 
The post-Enlightenment critique 

of religion has repeatedly main-

tained that religion is a cause of 

violence and in this way it has 

fuelled hostility towards relig-

ions. The fact that, in the case 

we are considering here, relig-

ion really does motivate violence 

should be profoundly disturbing 

to us as religious persons. In a 

way that is more subtle but no 

less cruel, we also see religion 

as the cause of violence when 

force is used by the defenders of 

one religion against others. The 

religious delegates who were 

assembled in Assisi in 1986 

wanted to say, and we now re-

peat it emphatically and firmly: 

this is not the true nature of re-

ligion. It is the antithesis of re-

ligion and contributes to its de-

struction. In response, an objec-

tion is raised: how do you know 

what the true nature of religion 

is? Does your assertion not de-

rive from the fact that your relig-

ion has become a spent force? 

Others in their turn will object: 

is there such a thing as a com-

mon nature of religion that finds 

expression in all religions and is 

therefore applicable to them all? 

We must ask ourselves these 

questions, if we wish to argue 

realistically and credibly against 

religiously motivated violence. 

Herein lies a fundamental task 

for interreligious dialogue – an 

exercise which is to receive re-

newed emphasis through this 

meeting.  

These declarations were fol-

lowed by that of Pope Benedict:  

“Twenty-five years have passed 

since Blessed Pope John Paul II 

first invited representatives of 

the world’s religions to Assisi to 

pray for peace. What has hap-

pened in the meantime? What is 

the state of play with regard to 

peace today? At that time the 

great threat to world peace 

came from the division of the 

earth into two mutually opposed 

blocs. A conspicuous symbol of 

this division was the Berlin 

Wall which traced the border 

between two worlds right 

through the heart of the city. In 

1989, three years after Assisi, 

the wall came down, without 

bloodshed. Suddenly the vast 

arsenals that stood behind the 

wall were no longer significant. 

They had lost their terror. The 

peoples’ will to freedom was 

stronger than the arsenals of 

violence. The question as to the 

causes of this dramatic change 

is complex and cannot be an-

swered with simple formulae. 

But in addition to economic and 

political factors, the deepest 

reason for the event is a spiri-

tual one: behind material might 

there were no longer any spiri-

tual convictions. The will to 

freedom was ultimately stronger 

than the fear of violence, which 

now lacked any spiritual ve-

neer. For this victory of free-

dom, which was also, above all, 

a victory of peace, we give 

thanks. What is more, this was 

not merely, nor even primarily, 

about the freedom to believe, 

although it did include this. To 

that extent we may in some 

way link all this to our prayer 

for peace. 

 

But what happened next? Un-

fortunately, we cannot say that 

freedom and peace have char-

acterized the situation ever 

since. Even if there is no threat 

of a great war hanging over us 

at present, nevertheless the 

world is unfortunately full of 

discord. It is not only that spo-

radic wars are continually 

being fought – violence as 

such is potentially ever present 

and it is a characteristic fea-

ture of our world. Freedom is 

a great good. But the world of 

freedom has proved to be 

largely directionless, and not a 

few have misinterpreted free-

dom as somehow including 

freedom for violence. Discord 

has taken on new and frighten-

ing guises, and the struggle for 

freedom must engage us all in 

a new way.  

 

Let us try to identify the new 

faces of violence and discord 

more closely. It seems to me 

that, in broad strokes, we may 

distinguish two types of the 

new forms of violence, which 

are the very antithesis of each 

other in terms of their motiva-

tion and manifest a number of 

differences in detail. Firstly 

there is terrorism, for which in 

place of a great war there are 

targeted attacks intended to 

strike the opponent destruc-

tively at key points, with no 

regard for the lives of innocent 

human beings, who are cruelly 

killed or wounded in the proc-

ess. In the eyes of the perpe-

trators, the overriding goal of 

damage to the enemy justifies 

any form of cruelty. Every-

thing that had been commonly 

recognized and sanctioned in 

international law as the limit 
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further here about state-imposed 

atheism, but rather about the 

decline of man, which is accom-

panied by a change in the spiri-

tual climate that occurs imper-

ceptibly and hence is all the 

more dangerous. The worship of 

mammon, possessions and 

power is proving to be a 

counter-religion, in which it is 

no longer man who counts but 

only personal advantage. The 

desire for happiness degener-

ates, for example, into an unbri-

dled, inhuman craving, such as 

appears in the different forms of 

drug dependency. There are the 

powerful who trade in drugs and 

then the many who are seduced 

and destroyed by them, physi-

cally and spiritually. Force 

comes to be taken for granted 

and in parts of the world it 

threatens to destroy our young 

people. Because force is taken 

for granted, peace is destroyed 

and man destroys himself in this 

peace vacuum. 

 

The absence of God leads to the 

decline of man and of humanity. 

But where is God? Do we know 

him, and can we show him anew 

to humanity, in order to build 

true peace? Let us first briefly 

summarize our considerations 

thus far. I said that there is a 

way of understanding and using 

religion so that it becomes a 

source of violence, while the 

rightly lived relationship of man 

to God is a force for peace. In 

this context I referred to the 

need for dialogue and I spoke of 

the constant need for purifica-

tion of lived religion. On the 

other hand I said that the denial 

of God corrupts man, robs him 

of his criteria and leads him to 

violence. 
 

 

 

The post-Enlightenment cri-

tique of religion has repeatedly 

maintained that religion is a 

cause of violence and in this 

way it has fuelled hostility to-

wards religions. The fact that, 

in the case we are considering 

here, religion really does moti-

vate violence should be pro-

foundly disturbing to us as reli-

gious persons. In a way that is 

more subtle but no less cruel, 

we also see religion as the 

cause of violence when force is 

used by the defenders of one 

religion against others. The 

religious delegates who were 

assembled in Assisi in 1986 

wanted to say, and we now re-

peat it emphatically and firmly: 

this is not the true nature of 

religion. It is the antithesis of 

religion and contributes to its 

destruction. In response, an 

objection is raised: how do you 

know what the true nature of 

religion is? Does your asser-

tion not derive from the fact 

that your religion has become a 

spent force? Others in their 

turn will object: is there such a 

thing as a common nature of 

religion that finds expression in 

all religions and is therefore 

applicable to them all? We 

must ask ourselves these ques-

tions, if we wish to argue real-

istically and credibly against 

religiously motivated violence. 

Herein lies a fundamental task 

for interreligious dialogue – an 

exercise which is to receive re-

newed emphasis through this 

meeting. As a Christian I want 

to say at this point: yes, it is 

true, in the course of history, 

force has also been used in the 

name of the Christian faith. We 

acknowledge it with great 

shame. But it is utterly clear 

that this was an abuse of the 

Christian faith, one that evi-

dently contradicts its true na-

ture. The God in whom we 

Christians believe is the Crea-

tor and Father of all, and from 

him all people are brothers 

and sisters and form one sin-

gle family. For us the Cross of 

Christ is the sign of the God 

who put “suffering-

with” (compassion) and 

“loving-with” in place of 

force. His name is “God of 

love and peace” (2 Cor 

13:11). It is the task of all who 

bear responsibility for the 

Christian faith to purify the 

religion of Christians again 

and again from its very heart, 

so that it truly serves as an 

instrument of God’s peace in 

the world, despite the fallibil-

ity of humans. 

 

If one basic type of violence 

today is religiously motivated 

and thus confronts religions 

with the question as to their 

true nature and obliges all of 

us to undergo purification, a 

second complex type of vio-

lence is motivated in precisely 

the opposite way: as a result 

of God’s absence, his denial 

and the loss of humanity 

which goes hand in hand with 

it. The enemies of religion – as 

we said earlier – see in relig-

ion one of the principal 

sources of violence in the his-

tory of humanity and thus they 

demand that it disappear. But 

the denial of God has led to 

much cruelty and to a degree 

of violence that knows no 

bounds, which only becomes 

possible when man no longer 

recognizes any criterion or 

any judge above himself, now 

having only himself to take as 

a criterion. The horrors of the 

concentration camps reveal 

with utter clarity the conse-

quences of God’s absence. 

Yet I do not intend to speak 
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songs in Italian and English on 

the theme of peace, performed 

by a group of young singers, 

men and women of different 

races and nationalities. 

In addition to the two phenom-

ena of religion and anti-

religion, a further basic orien-

tation is found in the growing 

world of agnosticism: people to 

whom the gift of faith has not 

been given, but who are never-

theless on the lookout for truth, 

searching for God. Such people 

do not simply assert: “There is 

no God”. They suffer from his 

absence and yet are inwardly 

making their way towards him, 

inasmuch as they seek truth and 

goodness. They are “pilgrims 

of truth, pilgrims of peace”. 

They ask questions of both 

sides. They take away from 

militant atheists the false cer-

tainty by which these claim to 

know that there is no God and 

they invite them to leave polem-

ics aside and to become seekers 

who do not give up hope in the 

existence of truth and in the 

possibility and necessity of liv-

ing by it.  

 

But they also challenge the fol-

lowers of religions not to con-

sider God as their own prop-

erty, as if he belonged to them, 

in such a way that they feel vin-

dicated in using force against 

others. These people are seek-

ing the truth, they are seeking 

the true God, whose image is 

frequently concealed in the re-

ligions because of the ways in 

which they are often practiced. 

Their inability to find God is 

partly the responsibility of be-

lievers with a limited or even 

falsified image of God. So all 

their struggling and question-

ing is in part an appeal to be-

lievers to purify their faith, so 

that God, the true God, be-

comes accessible. Therefore I 

have consciously invited dele-

gates of this third group to our 

meeting in Assisi, which does 

not simply bring together rep-

resentatives of religious insti-

tutions. Rather it is a case of 

being together on a journey 

towards truth, a case of taking 

a decisive stand for human 

dignity and a case of common 

engagement for peace against 

every form of destructive 

force. Finally I would like to 

assure you that the Catholic 

Church will not let up in her 

fight against violence, in her 

commitment for peace in the 

world. We are animated by the 

common desire to be 

“pilgrims of truth, pilgrims of 

peace.” 

~~~~ † ~~~~ 

 

The Pope and other religious 

leaders then entered the Con-

vent of the Portiuncula, where 

they had a simple lunch with 

the Franciscan Ministers Gen-

eral and with some members 

of the local fraternity.  After 

lunch there was a pilgrimage 

from Santa Maria degli Angeli 

to the Basilica of St. Francis. 

At 4:00 PM the second part of 

the ceremony began with arri-

val of the Pope and the other 

religious leaders, and the pres-

entation of contemporary 
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Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, president of the 

Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, 

started this moment in the lower Square of St. 

Francis Basilica with a citation from Paul: “Do 

not repay anyone evil for evil; be concerned for 

what is noble in the sight of all. If possible, on 

your part, live at peace with all” (Rm 12, 17-18).  

He ended his introduction saying:  

 

“In a few moments we will renew our common 

commitment to never resign ourselves to wars 

and to division. We know, having had such an 

experience again today, that, with the help of 

God, faith can conquer doubt, confidence can 

overcome anxiety, and hope can prevail over 

fear. Peace and blessing on all.”  The words of 

the cardinal were followed by a solemn commit-

ment to peace made by several of the leaders pre-

sent, in a moment of reverence and silence. 

 

Bartholomew I, Ecumenical Patriarch: 

“Gathered here in Assisi, we have reflected to-

gether on peace, a gift of God and a common 

good of all mankind. Although we belong to dif-

ferent religious traditions, we affirm that build-

ing peace requires loving one’s neighbor in obe-

dience to the golden Rule: Do to others what you 

would have them do to you. With this conviction, 

we will work tirelessly in the great enterprise of 

building peace.” 

 

Bishop Dr. Mounib Younan, World Lutheran 

Federation: “We commit ourselves to pro-

claiming our firm conviction that violence and 

terrorism are incompatible with the authentic 

spirit of religions and, as we condemn every re-

course to violence and war in the name of God or 

religion, we commit ourselves to doing every-

thing possible to eliminate the root causes of ter-

rorism.” 

  
Dr. Tarunjit Singh Butalia, Sikh: “We commit 

ourselves to educating people to mutual respect 

and esteem, in order to help bring about a peace-

ful and fraternal coexistence between people of 

different ethnic groups, cultures and religions.” 

 

Eminence Aleksandr, Patriarchate of Mos-

cow: “We commit ourselves to fostering the cul-

ture of dialogue, so that there will be an increase 

of understanding and mutual trust between indi-

viduals and among peoples, for these are the 

premise of authentic peace.” 

 

Rev. Dr John Upton, World Baptist Alliance: 

“We commit ourselves to defending the right of 

everyone to live a decent life in accordance with 

their own cultural identity, and to form freely a 

family of their own.” 

 

Mulana Mohammed Zubair Abid, Muslim: 

“We commit ourselves to frank and patient dia-

logue, refusing to consider our differences as an 

insurmountable barrier, but recognizing instead 

that to encounter the diversity of others can be-

come an opportunity for greater reciprocal un-

derstanding.”  

 

Metropolitan Mar Gregorios, Syrian Ortho-

dox, Patriarchate of Antioch: “We commit 

ourselves to forgiving one another for past and 

present errors and prejudices, and to supporting 

one another in a common effort both to over-

come selfishness and arrogance, hatred and vio-

lence, and to learn from the past that peace 

without justice is no true peace.” 
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Prof. Wai Hop 

Tong, Taoist: “We 

commit ourselves 

to taking the side 

of the poor and the 

helpless, to speak-

ing out for those 

who have no voice 

and to working ef-

fectively to change 

these situations, 

out of the convic-

tion that no one can 

be happy alone.” 

 

Most Ven. Phra 

Phommolee, Bud-

dhist: “We com-

mit ourselves to 

taking up the cry of 

those who refuse to 

be resigned to violence and evil, and we desire 

to make every effort possible to offer the men 

and women of our time real hope for justice 

and peace.” 

 

Mr. Tsunekiyo Tanaka, Shinto: “We commit 

ourselves to encouraging all efforts to promote 

friendship between peoples, for we are con-

vinced that, in the absence of solidarity and 

understanding between peoples, technological 

progress exposes the world to a growing risk 

of destruction and death.” 

 

Mrs. Betty Ehrenberg, International Joint 

Committee on Interreligious Consultations: 

“We commit ourselves to urging the leaders of 

Nations to make every effort to create and con-

solidate, on the national and international lev-

els, a world of solidarity and peace based on 

justice.” 

 

Rev. Dr Setri Nyomi, World Communion of 

Reformed Churches: “We, as persons of dif-

ferent religious traditions, will tirelessly pro-

claim that peace and justice are inseparable, 

and that peace in justice is the only path which 

humanity can take towards a future of hope. In 

a world with ever more open borders, shrink-

ing distances and better relations as a result of 

a broad network of communications, we are 

convinced that security, freedom and peace 

will never be guaranteed by force but by mu-

tual trust. May God bless these our resolu-

tions and grant justice and peace to the world  

 

Guillermo Hurtado, Non-believers: “We, 

humanists in dialogue with believers, commit 

ourselves together with all men and women of 

goodwill to building a new world in which 

respect for the dignity of each and every per-

son, their interior aspirations and the freedom 

to act on the basis of their own beliefs, is the 

foundation for life in society. We will make 

every effort to ensure that believers and non-

believers in reciprocal trust can live our 

shared quest for truth, justice and peace.” 

 

 
Conclusion, Pope Benedict: “There will now 

be a moment of silence.  Each person will be 

able to invoke the gift of peace or to express 

an earnest desire for it from deep within. At 

the conclusion of this moment of silence, 

young people will hand the Delegates a 

lighted lamp as a symbol of this desire and of 

the commitment to become bearers of the 

light of peace throughout the world.”  
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ties that we represent, in our 

common human journey. 

We are not being separated; 

we will continue to meet, we 

will continue to be united in 

this journey, in dialogue, in 

the daily building of peace 

and in our commitment to a 

better world, a world in 

which every man and woman 

and every people can live in 

accordance with their own 

legitimate aspirations. 

 

From my heart I thank all of 

you here present for having 

accepted my invitation to 

come to Assisi as pilgrims of 

truth and peace and I greet 

each one of you in Saint 

Francis’ own words: May the 

Lord grant you peace – “il 

Signore ti dia pace”. 
 

 

SIGN OF PEACE (by Car-

dinal Kurt Koch, President 

of the Pontifical Council 

for Promoting Christian 

Unity)  

 

“Glory, honor and peace to 

all who do good.  Let us be-

come instruments of the 

peace that comes from 

above. Let us remember that 

there is no peace without jus-

tice; that there is no justice 

without forgiveness. Let us 

confirm with a sign of peace 

between us, our commitment 

to peace proclaimed by all. 

Let us bring peace to those 

who are near and to those 

who are distant, to creatures 

and to all creation.” 

 

The participants were then 

invited to exchange the sign 

of peace.  During the final 

hymn, the Holy Father and 

the Heads of Delegation de-

scended from the platform 

and entered the Lower Basil-

ica of St. Francis. They went 

down into the Crypt for a 

silent visit to the tomb of 

Saint Francis. 

 

Finally, Pope Benedict of-

fered words of farewell:  

 

“At the conclusion of this 

intense day, I wish to thank 

all of you. Deep gratitude 

goes to those who have made 

possible today’s meeting. We 

especially thank those who 

hosted us: the city of Assisi, 

the community of this Dio-

cese with its Bishop and the 

sons of St Francis, who 

guard the precious spiritual 

legacy of the Poverello of 

Assisi. I would like to also 

thank the many young peo-

ple who have made the pil-

grimage on foot from Santa 

Maria degli Angeli to testify 

that, among the new gen-

erations, there are many 

who work to overcome vio-

lence and division, and to 

be promoters of justice and 

peace. 

 

Today’s event is an image 

of how the spiritual dimen-

sion is a key element in the 

building of peace. Through 

this unique pilgrimage we 

have been able to engage in 

fraternal dialogue, to 

deepen our friendship, and 

to come together in silence 

and prayer. 

 

After renewing our commit-

ment to peace and exchang-

ing with one another a sign 

of peace, we feel even more 

profoundly involved, to-

gether with all the men and 

women from the communi-

 

CONTACT JANUARY 2012 

SIGN OF PEACE  



9 

given us a sense of how genu-

ine is our desire to contribute 

to the good of all our fellow 

human beings and how much 

we have to share with one 

another. 

 

As we go our separate ways, 

let us draw strength from this 

experience and, wherever we 

may be, let us continue re-

freshed on the journey that 

leads to truth, the pilgrimage 

that leads to peace. I thank 

all of you from my heart!” 
 

 

“I welcome you this morning 

to the Apostolic Palace and I 

thank you once more for 

your willingness to take part 

in the day of reflection, dia-

logue and prayer for justice 

and peace in the world held 

yesterday in Assisi, twenty-

five years after that historic 

first meeting. 

 

In a certain sense, this gath-

ering is representative of the 

billions of men and women 

throughout our world who 

are actively engaged in pro-

moting justice and peace. It 

is also a sign of the friend-

ship and fraternity which has 

flourished as the fruit of the 

efforts of so many pioneers 

in this kind of dialogue. May 

this friendship continue to 

grow among all the followers 

of the world’s religions and 

with men and women of good 

will everywhere. 

 

I thank my Christian broth-

ers and sisters for their fra-

ternal presence. I also thank 

the representatives of the 

Jewish people, who are par-

ticularly close to us, and all 

of you, the distinguished rep-

resentatives of the world’s 

religions. I am aware that 

many of you have come from 

afar and have undertaken a 

demanding journey. I ex-

press my gratitude also to 

those who represent people 

of good will who follow no 

religious tradition but are 

committed to the search for 

truth. They have been willing 

to share this pilgrimage with 

us as a sign of their desire to 

work together to build a 

better world. 

 

Looking back, we can ap-

preciate the foresight of the 

late Pope John Paul II in 

convening the first Assisi 

meeting, and the continuing 

need for men and women of 

different religions to testify 

together that the journey of 

the spirit is always a jour-

ney of peace. 

 

Meetings of this sort are 

necessarily exceptional and 

infrequent, yet they are a 

vivid expression of the fact 

that every day, throughout 

our world, people of differ-

ent religious traditions live 

and work together in har-

mony. It is surely signifi-

cant for the cause of peace 

that so many men and 

women, inspired by their 

deepest convictions, are 

committed to working for 

the good of the human fam-

ily. 

n this way, I am sure that 

yesterday’s meeting has 
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The Spirit of Assisi  comes alive at St. Francis Church in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
 

 

CONTACT JANUARY 2012 

Share Your Experience of the Spirit of Assisi 

The sounds and images of 27 October are gradually fading in our memory, and we 
need to do all that we can to keep our commitment to the Spirit of Assisi fresh and 
alive in us. We want to remember our call to be signs of unity and right relationships 
among ourselves and with all of creation, including those who do not share our faith 
or who profess no faith at all. 
 
We have already heard from many “corners” of the globe about some of the interest-
ing initiatives that took place and we would like to be able to share these with others 
through the internet. We are particularly interested in events organized by the Fran-
ciscan Family in a diocese or nation, celebrations that reached beyond the fraternity 
in which we live or the people with whom we work. 
 
We invite you to send us your “eyewitness reports” to these events. The report, no 
more than 250 words, should be sent  to JPICRomans6@gmail.com. The reports 
will be reposted by us in their original language on the blog that contains the re-
sources for the Spirit of Assisi, i.e., http://spiritodiassisi.wordpress.com. Scroll down 
the mouse on the webpage to see the various celebrations reported in their original 
language. 
 
Thank you for sharing. 
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The Third Continental Meeting of JPIC of the 
Americas met in Quito, Ecuador, at Bethany 
House of the Ecuadoran Episcopal Confer-
ence, from 1 to 4 November 2011.  Seventy-
nine friars, Sisters and Secular Franciscans, 
and representatives of other institutions of 
the Franciscan family, such as Franciscans 
International, were welcomed by the Prov-
ince of St. Francis of Assisi of Quito.  This 
meeting was convoked by the Executive 
Council of UCLAF and the Office of JPIC in 
Rome. 
The meeting was guided and accompanied 
by religious who have inserted themselves 
among the peoples of Amazonia and by ex-
perts in environmental justice, global warm-
ing and theology. Those gathered partici-
pated in a series of conferences which awak-
ened the Franciscan conscience regarding 
the themes of justice, peace and the integrity 
of creation, offering a spiritual orientation ac-
cording to the Franciscan charism, the Gen-
eral Constitutions and other documents of 
the Order of Friars Minor. 
Objectives of the meeting: 
 

-Deepen our reflection on the theme of 

Environmental Justice. 

-Raise awareness of the importance of 
the Amazon in the context of the cur-
rent ecological crisis. 

-Take up the new challenges offered by 
the Amazon for our evangelizing mis-
sion. 

-Add our JPIC contribution to the Ama-
zon project. 

-Form and animate those responsible for 
JPIC in the values and activities of 
this service. 

 

Under the motto, “Praised be my Lord for 
Sister Mother Earth with all her creatures,” 
the theme was Environmental Justice and 
the Challenges of Amazonia.  The meeting 
developed in two phases.  During the first 
various religious of different charisms related 
their experiences of insertion in Amazonia, 
followed by a series of conferences that 
were scientific and theological in nature.  
During the second, working in small groups 
and plenary sessions, participants reviewed 
the guidelines of the Order, shared experi-
ences from their respective entities and 
agreed on actions and commitments for their 
entities and for the Amazon Project. 
 
The meeting concluded with a Eucharistic 
celebration at which Br. Nestor Schwerz, 
General Definitor for Latin America, pre-
sided.  Participants committed themselves to 
continue to face the challenges of Amazonia. 
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THIRD CONTINENTAL MEETING OF JPIC OF THE AMERICAS IN QUITO 
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veloped to give an over-
view of the most important 
ideas and vocabulary in-

volved.  The first will out-
line the current situation 
and our Franciscan vision of 

Creation.  Eight short 
pieces will then acquaint 
readers with the principal 

ideas to be debated at Rio, 
ideas that are already be-
ing amply discussed in 

preparation for the confer-
ences.  The first five deal 
with problems that we are 

facing: hunger; desertifica-
tion; loss of biodiversity; 
climate change; and lack of 
fresh water and sanitation.  

The last three deal with 
proposed solutions: green 
economy; sustainable de-

velopment; and food sover-
eignty.  It was noted that it 
is absolutely necessary to 

understand the political im-
plications of these issues, 
and that there are powerful 

actors involved in these 
discussions.  We need to 
align ourselves with the 

poor and the oppressed 
who already suffer many 
negative effects of environ-

mental degradation.  An 
important contribution we 
can make to the ecological 
debate will be to raise the 

question: “What does this 
mean for the poor?” 
 

The group noted that we 
must function at three lev-
els: to provide information 

to the grassroots; to de-
velop networks with like-
minded NGOs and civil so-

ciety; and to promote ad-
vocacy at the United Na-
tions and with our govern-

ments.  We must also work 
to connect all three levels. 

Objective: discuss how to 
increase awareness of 

ecological issues within 

the Franciscan family 
 

A meeting was held in 

Rome on September 22-
23, 2011, to discuss how 
to increase awareness of 

ecological issues within the 
Franciscan family.  Those 
who attended work in the 

ministry of Justice, Peace 
and the Integrity of Crea-
tion, and included repre-

sentatives from Romans VI 
(the JPIC promoters of the 
different branches of the 

Franciscan family) and 
Franciscans International.  
Participants began by re-
flecting on the phrase en-

vironmental justice.  It 
links the concepts of ecol-
ogy and social justice,  and 

highlights the strong rela-
tionship that exists be-
tween the ecological ques-

tion, and the issues of jus-
tice, peace and the de-
fense of the rights of indi-

viduals and peoples.  It 
also promotes the dignity 
of nature itself, encourag-

ing care for creation, and 
sums up many of our con-
cerns regarding people and 

the environment. 
 
A lively discussion followed 

about how to promote eco-
logical awareness and ac-
tivity in the family.  The 
group agreed to promote a 

strong participation by 
Franciscans at the People’s 
Summit (June 12 - 26, 

2012) and at the “Rio + 
20” Conference (June 20 - 
22, 2012), to be held in 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  “Rio 
+ 20,” is an official confer-
ence of the United Nations.  

It is also called the United 
Nations Conference on 

Sustainable Development.  
It is expected to carry out 
a comprehensive assess-

ment of the United Na-
tions conferences held in 
the 1990s.  It proposes to 

discuss three issues: as-
sessment of compliance 
with the commitments 

agreed to in Rio 92, the 
green economy and the 
institutional architecture 

for sustainable develop-
ment.  These issues, al-
though not part of our 

everyday vocabulary, are 
important concepts that 
we need to understand in 
order to make better 

choices for the future. 
 
Parallel to the official UN 

conference, civil society 
(social movements, 
NGOs, networks, religious 

organizations, etc.) is 
planning the People’s 
Summit Rio +20.  They 

are concerned with the 
poverty, misery and ine-
quality that exist, which 

are exacerbated by the 
environmental and cli-
mate crises. Our planet is 

being pillaged and many 
peoples and social groups 
are marginalized.  In face 
of these problems, gov-

ernments and many sec-
tors of national societies, 
attached to immediate 

benefit and blind to the 
future, cling to a model of 
economy and governance 

based on profit maximiza-
tion and economic 
growth.  We need a 

model that promotes soli-
darity, living in commu-
nity, respect for all living 

beings, and other similar 
values. 
 

A number of short educa-
tional pieces will be de-
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A good year for all! 
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2012  JPIC COURSE AT THE ANTONIANUM 

 
The next JPIC course at the Antonianum will be held April 17-27, 2012, and will be of-
fered in the three official languages of the Order (Spanish, English and Italian).  The 
theme of this year’s course will be Peace and Reconciliation.  Morning sessions are 
reserved for our JPIC animators, and are meant to help them reflect on the practical 
aspects of their work.  Afternoon sessions are open to all friars and to other people, 
both lay and religious, who are interested in the course.  The afternoon sessions will 
offer various approaches to peace: philosophical, anthropological, cultural, theological 
and Franciscan.  The second week will deal with the work for reconciliation and its ef-
fects: Catholic Social Teaching, psychological considerations (personal, interpersonal 
and communal), and the “religious” contribution to conflict resolution. 
 
For further information and registration please contact Joe Rozansky or Fabio L’amour 
at the email address of the office:     pax@ofm.org 
 


