
The planning for Steve's Festschrift began not long after I arrived at BC, and now that it has finally emerged 
it is a handsome testimony to his impressively long and remarkably fruitful and prolific career—still on-
going—as a scholar of the Middle Ages. It is fittingly entitled, Philosophy and Theology in the Long Middle 
Ages: A Tribute to Stephen F. Brown. Published by Brill, it is edited by three scholars: one North American, 
Steve's longtime friend and colleague at Notre Dame, Kent Emery, and two Europeans, Andreas Speer, a 
philosopher at the Universität zu Köln and Russell Friedman, a medievalist at the Catholic University of 
Leuven. 
 The book reflects Steve’s multi-faceted contribution to his field in various ways, but let me note four, 
using a rather medieval device of the four spatial dimensions, breadth, depth, length, and height of Ephesians 
3:17-18—which I might add were often taken by medieval Franciscans such as Bonaventure, following 
Augustine, as a reference to the cross:  
 1. The breadth of Steve's influence is reflected, not only in the inter-national character of both the 
editorial team and the contributors, more than half of which are non-North American, but also in the wide 
range of topics and fields reflected by the essays, spanning not just philosophy and theology as expected, but 
also history, psychology, biblical studies, paleography, just to name some of the others.  
 2. The depth of his contribution is evident in the sophisticated nature of the topics, including 
metaphysical speculation on the nature of being, hermeneutical issues of signification theory or the 
epistemology of illumination, medieval ethical theory (the nature of human acts or theories of justice), the 
scientific nature of theology, and so on... There is also the world-class nature of the star-studded list of 
contributors, which reads like a "who's who" of medieval studies over the last 50 years. (I can say this 
without blushing, since I was not asked to contribute). 
 3. The length of Steve's service to things medieval is obvious, not only in the length of his own career 
as a teacher and scholar, but also in the remarkable chronological range of the essays, spanning antiquity to 
early modernity—hence the Long Middle Ages of the title. It's also evident from the impressively long list of 
contributors: 35 all told! 
 4. The height of his work is manifest in the high personal dimension of his career. Naturally, many of 
the contributors are former and even current students. But the list is also full of his friends, indicating the 
genuine joy Steve took in the collaborative nature of his work. I can’t think of a scholar of his stature and 
productivity that is so hospitable, so generous with his time and energy, so welcoming to all and sundry, so 
willing to drop his own agenda in order to satisfy the need or request of another; someone who loved to 
gather around him anyone interested in yoking up with him in the pursuit of ever greater insights into the 
often wooly world of medieval thought. 
 In short, the book is a worthy token of Steve’s achievement: a long career devoted to study and 
teaching of the thought and culture of the Middle Ages, whose influence has been and will continue to be felt 
in diverse places, on various levels, by numerous people, for many years. 
 If I might end on a more personal note: At the Boston Colloquy in Historical Theology this summer, I 
had the occasion to remark on the pleasure that it has been for me these last six years to be Steve's junior 
colleague. I distinctly remember the first time I spoke with Steve Brown. He called me at Princeton 
Seminary in 1995 to talk about my decision concerning graduate studies. Though I did not end up at Boston 
College, I remember the vivid impression that conversation made on me: here was not only a remarkable 
scholar (that I knew already), but also a man of generosity, of humility, of deep faith that informed and 
motivated his scholarship, and a man with a servant's heart—a collection of qualities which I was then and 
still am drawn to emulate. So, when ten years later the chance to join him at Boston College emerged, I was 
elated at a second chance to have him as a mentor and teacher. And he has certainly been that and more. It 
has been a great opportunity for me to follow him around, to carry his books, and to learn what it means to 
be the kind of person and scholar that Steve Brown is and that I aspire to be.  


