
Why A Provit.cial Annals? 
II IS rREQUENTlY i\S5 n~lr [) that the writing o f hi sto ry ari ses from the des ire to 
pay the past il s due and to dcco rd credi t to those w ho have paved the way 
upon which the p rese nt gen eration is privi leged to wa lle Thai may be tru e of 
the historian , but it does not apply to the ch roni s!. The fo rmer may have 
wisdom ; the lalter adds to it vis ion . And in virtue of th is vi sion he looks ahead 
and visualizes the generation Ihat is to corne. To him it is no t merely a dream 
but a stern realit~ :h.:Jl in a hundred yea rs, and most lik ely a far sho rter period , 
from the present day no l a si ngle persun IhJW Jivjng wi ll be al ive. Our buildings 
and their appointment s may survive us. There is the chapel when;: ) 'OU P"~V : 

the refecto ry where you take your meal s; the very room in w hich you live and 
which you love . Everything may look as it looks today; but you will be gone 
and someone else wi ll be in your place. will si t in the chai r where you now 
sit , hal e and hea rty. 

Some of us may have left behind them ce rtain marks or, to use a more 
glowing term , monuments - when )' O U are gone, these may receive praise 
from a few ; they are sure to receive blame and crit icism from many more . The 
world does no t change : least o f al l the Friar Mino r. O ur names w ill be found 
on a simple tombstone in the cemetery; on the " Tabula Fratrum Defuncto rum " 
in the sacristy, and perhaps so me kindly heart will cheri sh a fai nt memo ry o f 
this one o r that o ne among us. That is all. It is all that will be left of the vigo rou s, 
fas t movin g, exuberant life that now vibra tes in our midst . Now is all this meant 
to d ie with us? Do we nOI care to let live and impa rt li fe to othe rs th rough the 
things that have given life and joy to us, the things that make a Friar 's life 
worth living ? Sure ly , we mu st be humble: surely, we must be unselfish . But 
humilit y mu st bow to the zeal fo r the House of God, and unselfishness may 
never hide under the cloak of concei t o r lazi ness. The same Ups that assured 
us that our good works would be reco rded in the " Hook of Ufe, " also ad­
monished us that we should let our l ight shine befo re men . At any rat e, whateve r 
conflicts may arise (rom these vJrious considera tio ns, there is in our O rder 
and , for ll1t11 1Tl\\lter , in the Church o f God the ancient and sound poli cy of 
recording accura t e l ~' and fa ith fu lly the things that happen today for the Glory 
of God, wh o rema in s forever , and fo r the edifi cation of those that shall foll ow 
us to morrow. 

For the .. e reasons the present Annale; goes out to the various houses of 
the Province o f th e Ho ly Name of Jesus, w ith the full approval of antiquity and 
in the sp iri t o f the best traditions o f the Seraphic Order. To this I add my 
blessi ng wi th all my heart. May thi s publica tion se rve as one more link of zeal 
and co-operation among the present generat ion , and as a link of who lesome 
emu lation between the present and the future . 

Sincerely in the Ho ly Name o f Jesus 
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