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The new chapel at St. Anthony Friary in St. Petersburg, Fla., is just another 
achievement for guardian James Toal, OFM, who over the last four years has 
systematically improved the friary building as well as the living conditions of the 
friars. We will not soon forget these tumultuous years of banging hammers, 
drilling jackhammers, overwhelming paint smells, dust everywhere, old carpets 
ripped up, new carpets laid down, lives inconvenienced, community schedules 
disrupted, and workers everywhere — even quite unexpectedly in friar’s rooms 
— doing whatever was needed to bring the friary up to 21st century standards.  
 
These are but some of the inconveniences we had to endure over the last four 
years as we watched our friary being transformed. Over the course of three 
months, workers painted all the outside walls of the friary with a bright, off-white 
color and then, with a Florida flare, trimmed them with a pleasing shade of 
purple. 
 
Under the green thumbs of John Capozzi, OFM, at first and now Bernard 
Splawski, OFM, our friary property thrives all year long with palm trees, sub-
tropical plants, bushes, flowers, and especially our showcase front porch, which 
is covered with flowering bougainvillea bushes, keeping the porch a few degrees 
cooler during the hot summer months. 
 
Air-conditioning the entire three story friary and its 76 rooms had always seemed 
financially impossible. But stage-by-stage, the guardian slowly managed to get it 
done. The second and third floor “U” shaped corridors were fitted out with small 
air-conditioning units strategically placed along the “U.” Next came the individual 
rooms, which got new air-conditioning/heating units. In many cases, walls had to 
be broken through from the outside to the inside to install the units. Now each 
friar can chose the temperature he desires for his room all year long.   
 
The floors of the entire friary, both in private rooms and public spaces, have been 
re-carpeted. Those same areas were also re-painted, including the kitchen, 
pantry and dining room. 
 
Whereas before we had to trek down to an outside laundry room in the courtyard, 
now we have the convenience of washing machines and dryers on both the 
second and third floors of the friary.  
 
To keep the friars health conscious, Fr. Jim set up two designated exercise 
rooms containing a treadmill, two stationary bicycles, one light duty, the other 
heavy duty, and two huge body builders, one a Cal Gym and the other a Gold’s 
Gym. As the ancient Romans put it, mens sana in corpore sano. 
 



Our research library keeps expanding under the guidance of the present author. 
Two new bookcases are being added to the main library room now that new wall 
space has opened up. A new library annex on the second floor contains history, 
biography, cultural, art, coffee table type books as well as hard and soft cover 
novels. There is also a separate section for our growing collection of DVD 
movies.  
 
The new chapel brings change to the entire first floor common areas. The former 
lobby is now the friars’ recreation room, at least three times the size of the old rec 
room. Jim has fitted it out with new, solid tables and cushioned chairs 
reminiscent of a western lodge. He has converted the former mailroom next door 
into a rec-room reserve area for beverages and snacks.  
 
The mailroom has been moved to the second floor. It provides a larger space for 
the mailboxes and other postal necessities as well as a computer for community 
and guest use, a photocopier and a paper shredder.  
 
The former chapel will be divided into two rooms, one of which will serve as an 
easy-access priest’s (diocesan or other religious) confessional and the other 
room as a place where we can welcome and receive guests.  
 
The old rec room has now become the common TV room, which has been fitted 
out with comfortable new easy chairs. Another common TV room on the second 
floor is reserved for sporting events or for viewing DVD movies.  
 
For the friars here in St. Petersburg, these certainly have been years of 
construction, deconstruction and reconstruction. And there’s more to come. 
 
— Roy Gasnick, OFM, is stationed at St. Anthony Friary in St. Petersburg, Fla. 
He submitted this report on Aug. 11, 2012. 


