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From Jeff

Next week, SJB News Notes will be distributed on Wednesday.

A November meditation: The past couple 
of weeks, my body, in little ways, has been 
letting me know it exists.  I usually can 
take it for granted, but there have been 
several things, all very minor, that have 
been acting up all at the same time.  Isn’t 
that the way it happens?  A week or so 
ago, one of my eyelids became “droopy.”  
The doctor told me it was just weak 
muscles, and a sign of an aging body!  A 
tooth began experiencing something 
called “resorption,” and I may need a root 
canal to fix it.  I have been experiencing 
some pain in my shoulder, and though 
I did not tear my rotator cuff, I need a 
little physical therapy to bring it back 
to normal.  I know these are not major Dominic Monti, OFM

Kyra bringing flowers to the cemetery.

Gone, but 
not forgotten
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(Pastor Fred Link shared this         
letter from a former parishioner          
at St. Clement.)

Dear Father Fred,

grew up in St. Bernard and 
attended St. Clement School, 
Our Lady of Angels and was a 

parishioner of St. Clement my whole 
life until I married a St. William 
Church/Elder boy at age 33 and moved 
to the West Side of Cincinnati.  Most of 
my family still lives in St. Bernard and 
I just wanted to share a cute little story 
with you about my great-niece, Kyra, 
who is 7 years old.  
 Her mother, Stephanie, takes her to 
St. Mary’s Cemetery to visit her Great 
Grandmother and Great Grandfather’s 
graves as well as other relatives.  Little 

Kyra noticed on her many visits to the 
cemetery that the graves right inside 
the gate never ever had flowers on 
them.  She asked her mother why no 
one ever put flowers on these graves.  
Her mother explained to her that these 
people had gone to Heaven a long 
time ago and that all of their family 
members were probably also in Heaven 
and that’s why there were no flowers.  
 Kyra started to cry and was very 
upset that these graves were forgotten 
and she asked her mother to please 
buy some flowers so that she could 
put flowers on these graves.  Her 
mother bought the flowers and I have 
attached some pictures of Kyra putting 
flowers on these graves.  Kyra was 
totally unaware that these graves were 
the graves of Franciscan priests who 

had passed on in the 
early 1900s.  Kyra is so loving and 
compassionate for her young age. This 
little girl definitely has the light of 
Jesus in her heart.  

Transformation, then and now
BY TONI CASHNELLI

In the midst of a talk about foundational 
history, Dominic Monti paused to 
apologize. 
    “I’m turning this into a class!” he said 
to members of SJB’s Plenary Council 
gathered around tables at St. Anthony’s 
Shrine Hall. Maybe he was, but how else 
do you explain the evolution of the Order 
of Friars Minor?
     Perspective both past and present 
was key as Dominic, Provincial Vicar 
of Holy Name Province, led the Council 
through its second session, “Refounding 
Franciscan Evangelical Life in St. John 
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– Barbara Berter Billow



Above, Gene Mayer 
emphasizes a point; right, 
Bob Weakley; far right, Jim 
Bok, Kenan Freson and 
Robert Seay look over Bill 
Farris’ shoulder.
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the Baptist Province.” The Nov. 5-8 meeting took up where 
the first one left off, with a more specific focus on the future. 
Based upon “Principles and Recommendations” from the 
March meeting, discussions incorporated feedback from 
clusters and a series of questions that came down to this: 
“What does all this information tell us now about our choices 
for the future?”
 Dominic was there to review and synthesize, walking 
friars through the time of Francis, looking through the lens 
of Vatican II, leap-frogging into the 21st century with these 
surprising statistics:

•	 In 1900 there were 266 million Catholics in the world. 
Seventy-seven percent were in Europe and North 
America.

•	 Today there are 1.1 billion Catholics – four times 
as many. Only 30% live in North America. “The 
other 70% are in Latin America, Africa and Asia.” 
The largest Catholic countries are Brazil, Mexico 
and the Philippines. The United States is fourth. “If 
not for people immigrating, our numbers would be 
declining.”

 Clearly, “It’s a different world. It’s a different Church.” 

The parallel trend is secularization. “When I first started 
teaching in the 1980s,” Dominic said, only 5% of Americans 
had no religious affiliation. “The latest Pew study shows 
20% of people in this country don’t identify with anything.” 
What’s more, “People who are religious are increasingly 
fluid in their religious affiliation. Thirty percent have left the 
religion they were raised in. It’s as true for Catholics as it 
is for anyone else. We are losing people. Each generation is 
progressively less attached to the Church.”
 How does this affect friars?  “What we’re dealing with 
is people poorly catechized,” Dominic said. “They don’t have 
strong formation.” For many Catholics, “English is a second 
language.” In this environment, “How do we remain true to 

the Gospel, committed 
to Christ and be open to 
young people?”
 The issue is 
central to the future 
of Franciscans, as 
demonstrated in the 
ensuing question-
and-answer session. 
Many young men, 
raised in an unstable 
setting, have a need 
for security – and they 
find it with the friars. 
What is important, said 
Mark Soehner of the 
Postulant Formation 
Team, “is to meet them 
as they are to begin 
with.” Some of them 
may challenge the 

No crystal ball, just a lot of reflection.
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status quo. “When I was young, there was no question I had a 
desire to change the Order, re-found the Order,” he said.  
      Whatever course is charted, transformation will be part of 
the future of the Order of Friars Minor. Will it be met with open 
hearts and open minds?  

      The conversation continues.

(Jeff Scheeler is preparing a letter about the meeting to be mailed 
to friars. The next session of the Plenary Council is Aug. 26-29, 
2013.)

Jim Bok, Vince Delorenzo and Don Miller out for a walk.

At the Council: John Quigley, 
above, and Jim Van Vurst, right.

From Jeff continued from Page 1

concerns.  I am so very aware that others carry 
much, much heavier burdens.  I am actually 
quite grateful mine are so insignificant, and 
wonder why others suffer so much.  It is the 
mystery of the human condition which we 
all share.  It has often seemed to me that 
some people get more than their fair share 
of misfortune, and I have been so blessed.  I 
don’t know why.  Over the weekend I visited 
two brothers, one dealing with liver cancer, 
and another who had a tumor removed from 
his spine and will be in inpatient physical 
therapy for several months.  Their attitudes were 
inspiring.  My issues are so very minor, but they 
are mine, and my reminder, right now, that I am 
human, vulnerable, and mortal, beginning to 
experience physical aging and diminishment.  
I think these things prepare us and teach us 
how to deal with the more major issues that are 
likely out there.  They teach me to be grateful for 
the gifts of life and health, and hint at the need 
to gradually and ultimately let go of this life for 
the greater one that is to come.

– Jeff Scheeler, OFM

LET US REMEMBER
Patricia Profitt, a sister of Sandy Digman of 
Franciscan Media, died Nov. 12 at the age of 
65. Pat is survived by two daughters, two sisters 
and a brother, as well as grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Memorials can be made 
to Hospice of Cincinnati, 4310 Cooper Road, 
Cincinnati, OH 45242. The family will hold a 
private memorial.

SJB News Notes, the weekly newsletter of St. 

John the Baptist Province, is produced by the 

Communications Office, 1615 Vine St., Cincinnati, 

OH 45202-6400. Contact Toni Cashnelli, 

Communications Director, 

at 513-721-4700, ext. 3209. Fax: 513-421-9672;  

e-mail: sjbfco@franciscan.org.
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BY FRANK JASPER, OFM

n planning the ministers’ workshop (Oct. 24-26), Vince Delorenzo and I 
rounded up the usual suspects:  Provincial Minister Jeff Scheeler, CFO 
David O’Brien, Vocation Director Don Miller, JPIC Director Donna 

Graham, Provincial Nurse Ann Spaeth, and the Provincial Council.  Ann 
was unable to make the gathering because her husband was ill.  
 The second day Ken Czillinger led all of us through a reflection on 
Aging Gracefully.  Ken is a retired chaplain from Hospice of Cincinnati and 
an adjunct professor in the nursing department at Mount St. Joseph College.  
He focused on time – how much we have and how we choose to use it.  He 
sparked some very intense and personal discussions about our lives, our 
accomplishments, our health, our spirituality and our futures.  The day was a 
demonstration of what a friary chapter is at its best.  
 In addition to having great input, we had beautiful autumn weather 
to make the stay at Fatima Retreat House even more enjoyable.  After a good 
fraternal gathering, the friars returned home with new vocation posters, Best 
Practices for local fraternities, all the mailings from Gene Mayer’s office 
and all the news from around the province.

Local ministers pause, reflect

I

Mark Gehret at one of the sessions.

Left, Max 
Langenderfer

Far left, autumn in Indiana; 
left, Mark Ligett.

Neri Greskoviak and 
Richard Goodin
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Local ministers pause, reflect

SJB NEWS NOTES 

Above, gathered 
for a group photo; 
left, Tim guides 
participants 
through the 
profiling process. 

BY CARL LANGENDERFER, OFM

Eighteen postulants and their 10 directors 
from six U.S. Franciscan provinces and 
the Holy Land Commissariat gathered at 
the Milford Spiritual Center on Sunday, 
Oct. 28, to participate in the profiling 
process led by Tim Lamb.  Monday morning 
he administered three instruments – the Myers-
Briggs Type Indicator, the Firo-B Relationship 
Inventory, and the MRI Leadership Matrix – and 
spent the rest of the week giving us explanations 
and readouts of the results of the instruments.  
Each postulant and director received a descriptive 
chart and a packet of personalized information.  
     In addition, we had daily prayer and liturgy 
together, meals, and socials each evening, as well 
as free time for getting to know each other better.  
These postulants will be together at the Burlington 
novitiate next year, and this was the first of several 
opportunities for them to meet before they arrive at 
the novitiate in August.  We will meet again in Burlington, Wis., in 
February for a workshop with Br. Sean Sammon, FMS, on Human 
Sexuality/Celibate Chastity, and then in June for five weeks of 
summer school at St. Bonaventure University in upstate New York.
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Above, time for exercise; right, Ramon 
Castellon of SJB Province carving a 
pumpkin with fellow postulant Luis 
of IC Province.
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     Last week we gave you the locations of billboards 
featuring Cyprian Berens in the Retirement Fund for 
Religious campaign. This year’s TV spot with Valens 
Waldschmidt will be shown Nov. 26-Dec. 9 on WLWT, 
WCPO and WKRC in Cincinnati.  Look for it Monday 
through Friday, days and evenings, as well as on Saturdays 
and Sundays. Spots  will air on News 5 at 6, NBC Nightly 
News, the Today Show, Local 12 News in the afternoon, 
Good Morning Cincinnati, and News Center 5. Valens 
shows up at the end of the spot along with seven other men 
and women religious from throughout the Archdiocese.  

     If you admire paintings by Jim Van Vurst but never 
thought you could afford one, this is the show for you. 
Sunday, Dec. 9, Jim will display and sell landscapes (of 
various sizes) from 1-3:30 p.m. in the Church Commons at 
St. Clement in St. Bernard. Works range in price from $25 
to $200. A painting demonstration is scheduled for 2:15 
p.m. And Jim is branching out from the “Ask a Franciscan” 
feature he does for Franciscan Media. He has invited St. 
Clement parishioners to send him questions about theology, 
scripture, spirituality or faith in general. “It could be a 
simple or complex question,” he says. Questions and 
answers will be confidential.

     The Spirit of Assisi Festival, advertised as “A Weekend 
of Holy Foolery”, pretty much lived up to its name. The 
interfaith, intergenerational festival, held Oct. 26-28 at the 
Song & Spirit Institute for Peace in Berkley, Mich., had 
something for everyone: music and storytelling (featuring Al 
Mascia and collaborator Steve Klaper); jugglers; puppets; 
and wandering minstrels. A YouTube video is posted online 
at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ku9bNLjjSychttp://.

     Cincinnati’s Poor Clares have decided that this year’s 
Run for the Nuns on Oct. 6 was their last. Friends and 
supporters were informed in a recent letter that read in 
part: “We have had many faithful sponsors and supporters 
throughout these nine years [of our Run for the Nuns], and 
we thank you for your generosity. But recently, possibly 
because of the difficult financial times, we have seen a 
drop in sponsorship. As a result, we have decided it is time 
to turn our energies in other directions for development. 
Please keep us in your prayers as we continue our 
discernment process.” 

     According to the Call to Holiness website, Franciscan 
tenor Alessandro Brustenghi has become the first 
friar ever to sign a major recording contract. He was 
“discovered” by music executives in his native Italy. “He 
has taken a vow of poverty, and will be donating the 
earnings from his upcoming CD to the Order of Friars 
Minor for charity work,” according to the website. Murray 
Bodo is doing an interview with him for an upcoming issue 
of St. Anthony Messenger magazine. In the meantime, you 
can hear Alessandro sing at:   

http://www.calltoholiness.us/2012/05/25/1st-franciscan-friar-
signed-to-major-record-label/

        

An events 
calendar, videos 
from friars and 
news from around 
the world are 
featured on the 
new website for 
the Monastery of 
the Holy Land in 
Washington, D.C. You’ll find it at: 
http://www.myfranciscan.org/.

Tenor Alessandro 
Brustenghi will 
donate his earnings 
to the Order.
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FOCUS ON FRIARS

Valens Waldschmidt, top, second from left, is featured in the TV campaign.


