
BY TONI CASHNELLI

 t the age of 19, he was our 
first line of defense against a 
Russian invasion.

 How’s that for a military resumé?
 “I was protecting you,” jokes 
Joe Ricchini, a former Air Force 
Sergeant whose job was to monitor 
and maintain radar equipment at 
Gratiot (Calumet) Air Force Station 
in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 

Although the purpose was noble – scanning American skies for planes 
that didn’t belong there – the job itself was as boring as it gets, says Joe, 
who served his country from 1951-’54. 
 “They put me in a field, radar, that I knew little about,” says Joe, a 
Philadelphia native who was drawn to religious life but wasn’t ready to 
commit when he graduated.  “My last year in high school I was studying 
Apologetics, proving religion and God. It hit me one night, ‘Hey, this God 
is real.’ I listened to The Hour of St. Francis on the radio. I started to go to 
Mass regularly and started learning about God.” Distracted from studies 
by his buddies, Joe enlisted in the Air Force. “I thought I would spend 
four years, learn a skill, and if I decided not to go into the seminary, I’d 
have a career.”
 Tests showed an aptitude for electronics, so after basic training and 
two months of instruction at Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi, Miss., Joe 
went north, way north, to a land where winter smothers autumn and spills 
into spring. For a boy from Philly, where snowfall averages 23 inches a 
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Last week I wrote to you about our school of theology, the Catholic Theological 
Union in Chicago.  I did that somewhat deliberately, and not just because I 
attended the inauguration of the new President.  I thought it would be good 
to remind all of us that since our province theology program at St. Leonard 
was closed many years ago, CTU is now our school of theology; we are 
“corporate members.”  I want to write this week about another organization 
with which we share a common mission, the Franciscan Mission Service, in 
Washington, D.C.  The SJB Mission Office joins other provinces in contributing 
to this program.  FMS was founded in 1985, and its mission is to promote 

From Jeff

Province Nurse Ann Spaeth extols the benefits 
of exercise.
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BY FRANK JASPER, OFM

Local ministers from the province gathered 
at Fatima Retreat House in Indianapolis from 
Oct. 22-24 for their annual update.  In addition 
to the regular input on various areas of concern 
(finances, Chapter planning, wellness, etc.), 
friars had plenty of side meetings and socials 
to catch up on what’s been happening around 
the province, both fact and fiction.  The fiction 
is always the most fun.  
 Province Nurse Ann Spaeth was the 
keynote speaker with a focus on health and 
wellness.  While explaining some of the 
intricacies of BMI (body mass index), she 
included tips on developing a healthy diet 
and exercise pattern.  Friars surrounded her at 
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Veterans’ Day is Nov. 11

Continued on Page 3

From the website of the Franciscan Mission Service.

Above, Joe 
Ricchini 
enlisted in the 
Air Force at 19; 
right, Joe’s pro-
vincial portrait.

Ministers get 
the scoop on 
healthy habits 
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the end to get their 
own ratings and to 
experience the “tape 
measure test” – 
measuring your waist 
at your belly button.  
If you’re over 40 
inches – with the tape 
held loosely – see 
Ann for a lecture on 
how to get the weight 
in check.  

Ann 
and Brandon, a 
20-something athletic 
trainer, are starting an exercise program at St. Clement.  She 
hopes to begin one at St. John the Baptist Friary as well.  Ann 
could’ve gone on for hours about how to promote healthy 
living.  In pointing out the signs of a stroke, she emphasized 
the three-hour window of opportunity to use the clot-busting 
drugs.  She definitely held our attention and answered many 
personal health questions afterwards.

While describing the work of the Interprovincial 
Commission, Dan Anderson recreated what it was like 
strategizing side-by-side with the other provinces.  His 
enthusiasm for the process was contagious.  The maps and 
tables that Dan assembled for the Commission fascinated 
the friars as we struggled to imagine what it would be 
like forming one, two or three provinces.  Obviously, 
the decisions are relegated to Chapter, but it was fun to 

imagine “what it could 

be like.”  The Plenary 
Council will take up 
the specifics of the 
Commission at the 
December meeting.

Don Miller 
focused his vocation 
talk on intergenerational 
understanding.  He 
explained how 
Millennials (those born 
after 1980) think and act 
differently from the Baby 
Boomers.  Even though 
we may be separated by a 
generation or two, we can 

still strive to understand one another and benefit from the 
fraternal exchange.

Another segment focused on Best Practices 
in which friars described what they do in their friary 
regarding community meetings, days of recollection, 
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Top right, In the meet-
ing room at Fatima Retreat 

House are Norbert Bertram, 
Gene Mayer and Al Hirt; right, 

Jeff Scheeler with Richard 
Goodin and Al; above, Michael 

Radomski from Berkley, Mich.
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Don Miler explains the generation gap.
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common prayer, JPIC concerns, hospitality, recreation and formation.  
Each friar started a lively discussion about how friaries and situations 
differ and people try to accommodate to their specific fraternities.  

To wrap up the meeting, Jeff Scheeler summarized some of the 
recent happenings on a provincial level.  Then, he and the Provincial 
Council had an open forum to answer questions and concerns that 
friars had.  At the end, even though friars enjoyed the gathering, they 
recommended holding these meetings less frequently.

Far left, Mike 
Dubec from 
Hazard, 
Ky.; left, Jeff 
Scheeler and 
Dan Barrett.

Military continued from Page 1

Standing guard 
at Calumet Air Force Station 
on a wintry day in the 1950s.
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Ministers continued from Page 2

Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper 
Country Historical Collections

year, winter in the UP was unreal. It 
was so cold, Joe’s pants froze when he 
went for a walk. It was so brutal – 177 
inches of snow that first winter – guys 
on guard duty dug trenches for shelter.  
 

tuck in a dark, windowless 
room with his equipment, Joe 
made sure the sweeping arm of 

the radar screen was working. When 
repairs were needed, “That caused 
some anxiety,” he admits. Outside his 
duties, which also included rotation as 
a guard, Joe was a regular at Mass and 
an unofficial counselor to comrades 
fretting about relationships. 
 “I think what it taught me was 
the spectrum of men, from sublime to 
ridiculous,” he says. “I saw how guys 
tried to score with women. I remember 
one of my friends coming to me in the 
middle of the night after three days of 
drinking. We got paid once a month; 
in three days he had spent all of it on 
alcohol. He was so addicted he drank 
rubbing alcohol and vomited all over 

the barracks floor.” Some men used 
church as an excuse to escape KP. On 
the other hand, “I also saw guys who 
were committed, sensitive and caring 
and wanted to live a good life.”
 

he death of his father, Joseph, 
made Joe eligible for a hardship 
discharge from the Air Force. By 

that time he had decided 
to enter the seminary. 
“I think it colored my 
outlook on life and 
matured me,” Joe says of 
his time in the military. 
“It made me see life in 
the raw, and that there’s 
good and not so good. I 
saw that I could choose 
the way I wanted to 
live.”
 If he were 19 
today and facing a 
draft, “I would be a 
conscientious objector 
to war and killing” 

because of his Franciscan sensibilities. 
“It seems so useless. Why can’t we get 
along?” But he isn’t sorry he enlisted 
all those years ago. “I got to see some 
of the world,” Joe says. “I made new 
friends.” And he’s proud he served his 
country.

“I did my part.” 



BRIGHT  IDEAS

and change
FRANCIS 
of  ASSISI

choices about what can 
change and what must remain 
stable. 
 At their provincial chapter 
in 1854, members of St. 
Leopold Province in Austria 
voted to recall their friars in 
the United States “because 

there was no hope of establishing Franciscan life there.” Our 
forebears begged to differ!  Tyrolese Franciscan life in a 
majority-Catholic area could not be replicated anywhere in 
the United States in the mid-19th-century.  But we and other 
U.S. provinces have continually 
proven that Franciscan life can 
indeed grow and flourish in this 
country – but only after the friars  
prayed individually and together, 
after they respectfully listened 
to each other as brothers, and 
after they did what the Lord had 
taught them to do.
 Individually and together, 
may we have the same fraternal 
commitment, respect and 
courage!
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(First of a series)

By PAT MCCLOSKEY, OFM

After its Clifty Falls meeting last 
summer, our Provincial Council asked 
me to write a series of short News Notes 
articles to address how Francis of 
Assisi and we friars deal with change and stability.
 Francis loved to pray, “My God and my all!”. In 
five words, he summed up the entire situation.  He was 
resolved to be faithful to God, but the “all” of Francis grew 
tremendously over time; it was far from static.  When he 
died in 1226, his “all” was not the same as when the San 
Damiano Cross spoke to him in 1206.  His “all” meant 
one thing when Francis was living by himself and then 
something very different after the Lord had given him 
brothers (as he describes in his Testament).
 Just as Jesus emptied himself to become human 
(while fully retaining his divine nature), so Francis emptied 
himself according to new self-understandings, the needs 
of the friars, of the Church and of society.  Francis had to 
change in order to remain faithful to his Gospel vocation!  
The same has always been true of the friars. We face not a 
single choice between change or stability but rather many 

Life for Francis was far from static

Heated discussion
The best way to conserve energy during the 
winter is to lower the temperature at night 
and during the day when you’re away from 
home. It takes less energy to reheat a house 

in a short time than to keep it warm all of the time. The reason? 
Heat is constantly lost, especially through doors and windows. 
The warmer it is inside, the more heat escapes. You will save an 
estimated 2 percent on your heating bill for each degree you lower 

the thermostat for eight hours 
at a time. (From the Sierra 
Club).

(Bright Ideas, compiled by 
Donna Graham, OSF, is a 
regular feature on the JPIC 
pages of our provincial 
website, 
www.franciscan.org
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From Jeff continued from Page 1

and provide opportunities for the laity to share in 
Franciscan missionary activity.  FMS trains and supports 
lay missionaries who spend two years working in 
Asia, Africa, or Latin America with other Franciscans.  
They also have a volunteer program for domestic lay 
missionaries in the Washington, D.C., area, and provide 
short term global awareness trips.   Kim Smolik, the 
dynamic and energetic Executive Director, wowed 
the provincials with her report at the recent ESC 
meeting. Exciting things are happening; lives are being 
touched.  You can read some stories at 
www.franciscanmissionservice.org.   I write about 
CTU and FMS to remind all of us that we are part of 
these organizations, and they are part of us. We share 
a common vision and mission, and they extend our 
reach and we theirs.  Individually we cannot do it all, 
but thanks be to God we have a talented and generous 
extended family!  If you know of young people with 
a missionary spirit and desire to serve, or if you need 
some mission animation for your fraternity or ministry, 
you can let them know about this part of our Franciscan 
family.
--Jeff Scheeler, OFM
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  Our friend Kevin Schroeder of Assumption Province 
sent this photo of a spectacular autumn sunset at the 
Interprovincial Novitiate in Burlington, Wis. Kevin, who 
lives at nearby Queen of Peace Friary, is the new property 
manager at the novitiate, replacing the recently deceased 
Mike Kulan.

     Jim Van Vurst and Fred Link invite friars and friends 
to a special Parish Mission at St. Clement Church in 
Cincinnati from 7-8 p.m. on Nov. 18, 19 and 20. ”Fr. Kevin 
Cronin, OFM, of Holy Name Province, will be preaching 
the mission,” Fred writes. “Kevin is a popular missionary 
who has preached missions up and down the East Coast and 
has also been a featured speaker at various convocations, 
including the prestigious annual Religious Education 
gathering in Anaheim, Calif.  He weaves Franciscan 
themes into his talks which are light, often funny and very 
insightful.” Kevin’s talk Monday is “Living in the Embrace 
of God’s Love”; Tuesday, “Forgiveness as the Path to 
Peace”; and “Healing the Human Heart” on Wednesday. 
“This may provide a nice ongoing formation opportunity 
for friars or a mini retreat.  All are welcome.”

     Friars featured this month on our province website, 
www.franciscan.org, include: Jim Bok (Home page video 
and Missionary Life/Ministry & Mission pages); Juniper 
Crouch (Did 
You Know?) 
and Mark 
Soehner 
(Welcome), 
both on the 
Who We Are 
page; David 
Kohut (Friars’ 
Work, Ministry 

& Mission Welcome page); Tim Sucher (JPIC Welcome 
page); and Robert Seay (JPIC Franciscan Perspectives 
page). And don’t forget to visit our province Facebook page 
at: www.Facebook.com/Franciscanfriars.

     If you’ve stayed in touch with former friars or men who 
left the formation program in recent years, please send their 
contact information to Jeff Scheeler at 
scheelerj@franciscan.org. The goal is to expand 
involvement in the Franciscan Alumni Association.

     Mission Office Director Vince Delorenzo and Gracie, 
his Senegal Parrot, are here to remind you that Friar Works 
 is putting together a 2014 calendar as a gift for major 
donors and is looking for photos of friars in habits with 
their own pets or friary pets. “We need some good quality 
photos of those of you that have animals and would like to 
be included in the calendar,” says Colleen Cushard, Friar 
Works Co-Director. “The October page will be a collage 
of pictures of friars doing pet blessings that will include 
‘Happy Feast of St. Francis’, so if you have any from 
this year, please forward those also.” Might also be nice 
to include a comment about your pet’s personality or its 
importance to you and your community. E-mail photos as 
soon as possible to ccushard@franciscan.org.

Bonaventure Bai has a new cell phone number:
202-500-5426.

 Wisconsin sunset, photographed by Kevin Schroeder, OFM

FOCUS ON FRIARS

DIRECTORY UPDATES

SJB News Notes, the weekly newsletter of 
St. John the Baptist Province, is produced 
by the Communications Office, 1615 Vine 

St., Cincinnati, OH 45202-6400. Contact 
Toni Cashnelli, Communications Director, 
at 513-721-4700, ext. 3209. Fax: 513-421-

9672;  e-mail: sjbfco@franciscan.org.
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 A meeting of ministers
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E.J. Stein presides at Mass.

CFO David O’Brien and Pastor 

Robert Seay.

Ed Demyanovich speaks his piece.
Mark Gehret at one of 

the sessions.

Richard Goodin, local minister at Blessed Giles 

Friary in Chicago.

Al Hirt and Max Langenderfer take 

a coffee break. Loren Connell makes a point.

Bill Farris from 
Southfield, Mich.

Oct. 22-24, 2013


