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Tribute to Fr. Reginald Redlon, OFM 
From St. Bonaventure University 
 
 
 
 Fr. Reginald Redlon achieved his place in the history of St. Bonaventure University by 
personification of what Ewert Cousins called “the coincidence of opposites”. Schooled in 
classical approaches to theology and philosophy and brought into administration through 
seminary education, he came to the presidency of the university in 1967, at a time of 
maximum upheaval at local, national and ecclesiastical levels. 
 
 
 
He himself would admit many years later that his seminary professorships did not prepare 
him to administer a campus at the height of the changes sweeping the landscape. In spite 
of the difficulties that plagued his presidency, the record shows that Reginald’s 
contributions were dramatic and lasting. He established the Faculty Senate, faculty Status 
and Welfare Handbook, processes for tenure and the new University Ministries 
department. Thus he created enduring structures that serve us to this day. However, his 
time of leadership was often remembered primarily for the shocks of cultural change that 
he had to confront. 
 
 
 
Student unrest expressed itself in demands for loosening restrictions on everything from 
dress codes to drinking rules. A campus chapter of Students for a Democratic Society 
was founded.  Major opposition to administrative oversight emerged around the 
appearance of a controversial campus speaker resulting in a sit-in that remains imprinted 
on  our corporate memory. Mandatory ROTC membership ceased and inter-visitation 
between male and female students was permitted for the first time.  Flood and fires 
scarred the campus. Yet, he also witnessed the “golden years” of NCAA Final Four teams 
and the excitement that enveloped Bona’s as it became a national force in college 
basketball. 
 
 
 
In spite of the incredible tensions that marked his tenure, Fr. Reginald was deeply 
admired by many faculty for his depth of academic attainment and eloquence. A graduate 
of the famous University of Louvain, he was seen as a true scholar, committed to the best 
of the Catholic intellectual tradition’s values. He assured faculty of his laudable goals for 
the school. Students too, in spite of the many confrontations, knew that his differences 
rose not from ill-will but from a generational divide too great to bridge. 
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Fr. Reginald’s presidency ended early and his departure was a bittersweet day for many, 
Years later, at a reception held in his honor on our campus, he had a chance to reunite 
with many senior faculty whose esteem for him had not dimmed. He also showed himself 
ready to support the university’s first permanent woman president with a gallantry that, to 
this day, touched my heart deeply.  His memory and legacy will be preserved here as they 
deserve to be.  We will hope that his heavenly advocacy for us will ensure a Provident 
outpouring of grace and goodness on this campus, which received so much sacrificial 
love and leadership from him in years gone by. 
 
Sr. Margaret Carney, OSF 
President 
St. Bonaventure University 
November 7, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 


