
32nd Sunday – November 6, 2011 

Well it has been an emotional few weeks here at St. Mary’s.  Last weekend, after 
all the masses, many of you stood up and spoke about your reactions to the news 
that the Franciscan friars would be withdrawing from the parish by next summer.   

What did we hear last weekend?  We heard expressions of anger, shock, sorrow.  
We heard expressions of concern – what will happen to St. Mary’s?  Will we 
continue to be a parish where all are welcome?  What will happen to the people 
who are divorced and remarried?  What will happen to the gay and lesbian 
community? 

Well here we are one week later.  What did we take away from that experience of 
hearing one another?  What did we discover about ourselves? 

What came through to me in listening to so many of you speak last week was that 
St. Mary’s Parish, in the five years that the Franciscan friars have been here, has 
become a spiritual sanctuary for many disaffected Catholics.  Many of you said 
that you have found a home here.  Many of you said that you have felt welcomed 
here.  Many of you travel a long way to get here.  St. Mary’s has become a 
destination parish.   

What also came through to me last week is that there is a strong sense of the word 
“we” at this parish.  You have made connections with each other.  You have 
formed relationships with each other.  You meet each other after mass at Seven 
Stars or at Nick’s or at each other’s homes.  You care for one another, you keep in 
touch with one another.   

Someone last week said that St. Mary’s is not just the building, and they were 
right.  What we heard last week as well was that St. Mary’s is not only four men in 
brown robes who preside at mass and say hello at the doorways.  St. Mary’s is 
You.  At the center of that, what gives this parish its life, is Christ. 

Over the next several months the friars will begin to move on from this parish.  
The words we hear in the gospel today urge us to be people who are awake to the 
signs of the times, to the signs of God at work in our midst.   

For us as friars, for our province based in New York, these words leave us with 
some hard questions to answer for ourselves:   



How do we balance a diminishing number of friars with the many ministerial 
commitments we have?  What does it mean for us that the average age of our friars 
is 68?  What does it mean for us that we project no more than 5 newly ordained 
friars over the next five years?  What does it mean for us that, out of 340 friars 
total, there are 27 ordained friars under the age of 50?  We are a very different 
province from what we were even five years ago, and we have a lot of work and 
planning and hard decisions ahead of us. 

Amid all of this, the questions and decisions will be different for you, the people of 
St. Mary’s, the baptized, holy people of God.  The four men in the brown robes 
will be leaving, you remain.  The questions for you will be:  who will hold the light 
for Christ in this community?   

Who will stay awake and hold the light to be sure that the poor and hungry will 
continue to be served, that the gay man or lesbian woman is treated with respect 
and dignity, that the man or woman who has been away from the church for 30 
days or 30 years and shows up one day on the front steps of St. Mary’s Church, 
will be greeted with a warm hello at the door?  Who will do that? 

Will it be you? 


