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From Jeff

BY TONI CASHNELLI

Sunday, the UC community prayed 
for the safe return of one of their 
own. Tuesday, they prayed for the 
repose of his soul. 
 Eight days after Brogan Dulle 

disappeared, a city-wide search came 
to a sad and shocking end when 
his body was found in a building 
next door to his apartment near 
the University of Cincinnati. The 
21-year-old student had taken his 
own life.
 “None of us knew Brogan 
directly, but we certainly know 
the students who knew him, and 
because he’s a student at UC, he 
belongs to us,” says Pastor Al Hirt 
of St. Monica-St. George, home 
to the school’s Newman Center. 

“Apparently he was a much-loved 
worker at the zoo for five years. 
What in the world happened to this 
young guy all of a sudden?”
 Brogan’s family is Catholic. “He 
has a cousin who’s a UC student who 
comes to Mass here,” according to 
Al. “She alerted us pretty early on” 
after Brogan walked away from his 
Mt. Auburn residence, ostensibly in 
search of his cell phone, and never 
returned. Hundreds of volunteers 
mobilized, posting flyers in windows 
and at intersections throughout 

Council hits 
the ground 

running
Left to right, Councilors Alex Kratz, Vince Delorenzo, Frank Jasper, Jeff 

Scheeler, Page Polk and Mark Soehner.

A strong finish in the long 
run, Page 4.

(Continued on Page 5)

he new Council is off and running, though 
scheduling has been a challenge due to previous 
commitments.  The Council met on Sunday 

afternoon, Monday morning, Wednesday, and will 
meet again next Monday and Tuesday.  We spent some 
time getting to know one another better and sharing 
initial reflections on our experience of Chapter and our 
hopes for working together. We were all grateful for the 
presence of so many friars, and those who made it run 
so smoothly.  We have to change the originally planned 
time for the Clifty Falls meeting, but we did decide 

that this is a worthwhile time for the Council.  It is our 
intention to use that time, in part, to reflect in more depth 
on Francisco’s, Michael’s, and my reports.  Beyond the 
elections and proposals, we want to try to get in touch 
with the movement and call of God at this moment in 
our Province.  These days our work is appointing local 
leadership, staff officers, committees, etc. We are getting 
the new Councilors on board with how the Province 
functions.  Thanks for your affirmation, cooperation and 
ongoing support.  You will be hearing more soon.

– Jeff Scheeler, OFM

T

UC grieves a loss that no one saw coming
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“He belongs to us,” says Pastor Al Hirt.
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Top, a morning glory in Roswell, N.M.; above, Carl with 
longtime Colorado friend Paul Colchin.

(Continued on Page 3)

IN GRATITUDE

BY CARL HAWVER, OFM

    In the closing months of 2012, 
Provincial Jeff Scheeler asked me during 
our visitation, “And when did you last have 
a sabbatical, Carl?”
 “Exactly 10 years ago,” I replied. That 
exchange began a sabbatical dream that 
I’m just finishing – a school-year length 
gift in the months of 2013 and 14. With the 
parameters of a school year for a break, I 
headed for the Ministry-to-Ministers Program 
in Texas on Aug. 9, 2013, a program that 
lasted until mid-December. 
 With 100-degree temperatures almost every day 
through late November, I enjoyed the darkest tan 
of my lifetime because of almost daily visits to the 
great oval swimming pool on the grounds of the 
Oblate School of Theology in north San Antonio. 
Together with superb professors and enriching 
contemporary classes, the MTM Program provided 
wonderful and deepening theological growth.
 With the completion of the Fall semester, I 
returned to my interim friary base at 1615 Vine 
St. Through the kindness of Jeff and Provincial 
Minister Gino Correa of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Province, I hit the skies on Jan. 16 for a program of 
my own design called “A Taste of the Southwest”. Gino, 
in helping me plan, challenged me with four separate 
venues: 1) Anglo parishes; 2) Hispanic parishes; 3) 
Pueblo missions; 4) Navajo missions – all in different 
locations of New Mexico and Arizona. Since I had 
never experienced any of these cultures, communities, 
histories or environments in my years of theological 
formation, I feel as though these four sets of experiences 
filled in obvious holes that have at last enriched my friar 
and clerical formation.
 The language, history and cultural stories provided 
me with a “feast” of heaping proportions. Among 
the best “dishes” of this Southwest “banquet” are the 
following:

1) The warm, almost daily bright sunshine of the 
South and Southwest – both powerful spirit 
builders for one like myself who tends at times 
toward depression; 

2) The great-hearted friars and the ethnic people and 
cultures that I had really not experienced until 
immersion in their midst;

3) Exposure to wonderfully enriching and accom-
modating Hispanic, Pueblo, and  Navajo peoples 
offered a more open kind of living to who and 
what we Franciscans say we are;

4) The magnificent beauty of the land and local re-
ligious practices are incorporated and absolved 
into our Catholic ritual, enriching prayer. 

Sabbatical was enriching       
  and energizing
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DIRECTORY UPDATES

(Continued from Page 2)

(Continued to Page 5)

Anthropology explains that 
pilgrims expect to change, grow 
and be incorporated into the life 
journey along the way, whereas 
tourists so often want to see 
but remain unaffected by their 
experiences. 
 In concluding, I thank the 
Province leaders of SJB and 
OLG who provided for me 
the chance to be the most 
alive Franciscan pilgrim I can 
imagine!

We have added a few new items to our JPIC Media Library. You might be interested in them for personal 
viewing, a House Chapter or for parishioners or students. Contact the JPIC Office at 513-721-4700 ext. 3229 or 
sjbjpic@franciscan.org if you would like to borrow them.

A Place at the Table by Magnolia Pictures, DVD, 84 min., 2013: Tells the story of hunger in the U.S. and how it 
could be ended forever if the American public has the will to do it.

Earth from Space, PBS/Nova, DVD, 120 min., 2013: From the microscopic 
world of water molecules to the magnetic field that is larger than Earth itself, this 
video reveals the astonishing beauty and complexity of our dynamic planet.

Inequality for All, Anchor Bay, DVD, 90 min., 2013: Robert Reich demonstrates 
how the widening income gap and massive consolidation of wealth by a 
few threatens the viability of the American workforce and the foundation of 
democracy itself.

In the Company of the Poor, Orbis Books, 2013: This conversation between Fr. 
Gustavo Guitierrez and Dr. Paul Farmer focuses on alleviating poverty in the 
world. Liberation theology and medicine come together to address the causes of 
poverty and provide solutions.

– Donna Graham, OSF

JPIC Alerts

SJB News Notes, the weekly newsletter of St. John the Baptist Province, is produced by the 

Communications Office, 1615 Vine St., Cincinnati, OH 45202-6400. Contact Toni Cashnelli, 

Communications Director, at 513-721-4700, ext. 3209. Fax: 513-421-9672;  

e-mail: sjbfco@franciscan.org.

Former Province Secretary Gene Mayer has a new e-mail address: 
gmayer@franciscan.org. “I will certainly begin using it by June 1,” he says.

 In our Jubilarian issue, the 
friar in a photo identified as 
Angelus Schaefer was actually 
Francis Solanus Schaefer. The 
mix-up occurred when the photo 
was pulled at the Archives. Thanks 
to Joe Ricchini for spotting the 
error. 
 

Mystery solved!

Francis Solanus 

Schaefer

Angelus Schaefer

mailto:sjbjpic@franciscan.org
mailto:gmayer@franciscan.org
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FOCUS ON FRIARS

     Most of us have no idea what it takes – or what 
it means – to run a couple dozen miles. “It’s a big 
accomplishment,” says Postulant Nick Thorvaldsen, 
who on May 4 joined 36,000 stalwart souls in the 
16th annual Flying Pig Marathon in Cincinnati. Nick 
completed the 26.2-mile course in a very respectable 
4 hours and 20 minutes, even though “I was getting 
overheated at the end.” Being young helps – he turns 24 
on June 13 – but the key to success is training. “It’s fun 
if you’re ready. If you’re not, it’s torturous.” With the 
Pig in mind, Nick has been running three days a week 
in recent months through Mt. Airy Forest or up to St. 
Ignatius and beyond. Alerted by two novices from the 
Sisters of Charity, he entered the race as part of a fund-
raising team from IJPC (the Intercommunity Justice and 
Peace Center). The chance to experience Cincinnati and 
Northern Kentucky by foot was a big draw. Along the 
scenic route, “One of my favorite moments was crossing 
the river; there was this really beautiful sunrise.” When 
the going got rough, runners cheered each other on 
and were buoyed by the crowds and Gatorade stands. 
At the end, Nick says, “I was so exhausted I slumped 
against a wall. A media person asked me if I was fine. 
When I got back up my legs were so sore I almost fell 
back down.” The hardest part was climbing uphill to 
retrieve his car. “Walking back was harder than the 
marathon.” Fortunately, “I got a ride.” Nick was met and 
congratulated by his sister, Karoline. 

     Torrential rains over the past two days turned streets 
into rivers north of Lafayette, La., but the friars at St. 
Paul the Apostle stayed high and dry. “Some of our 
neighbors 10-11 miles north got 10 inches of rain,” says 

Juniper Crouch. “We had over 5 inches,” not enough 
to reach the higher ground on which St. Paul’s sits. 
The rain was needed – “It was dry just about the whole 
time we were at Chapter,” Juniper says – but enough 
is enough: Rain is predicted daily through Saturday. 
They’re hoping to dry out in time for the parish Fun 
Day on Sunday. Whatever happens, Juniper says, “I can 
swim.” 

     Caught unawares by his election to Council last 
week – “Never in a million years did I expect it” – Page 
Polk has more excitement in his future. He returned 
to Houston after this week’s meeting in Cincinnati 
and will fly back to Cincy for two days of meetings 
next week. Then it’s back to Houston, where he leaves 
Thursday for a nine-day pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 
Page and Maltese friar Anthony Chircop are leading 
a group to Israel and Jordan as part of Franciscan 
Pilgrimage Programs of Franklin, Wis. 

     Newly elected councilor Alex Kratz was featured 
in a May 3 story in The Michigan Catholic about the 
efforts by Terra Sancta Pilgrimages to buy and restore 
a church property in Pontiac, Mich., to use as its new 
headquarters. Read about it at: restore-pontiac-chapel. 
Terra Sancta is currently based in Southfield. 

     On Saturday, June 7, St. Mary’s in Bloomington, Ill., 
will open its Parish Hall to pets in need and the owners 
who love them. Through WishBone Canine Rescue, the 
parish is hosting a free Pet Vaccination Clinic for low-
income residents of McLean and Woodford Counties. 
Dogs and cats will receive the standard shots at no 
charge – donations are welcome – and microchipping is 
available for $15. Pastor Ric Schneider will be there to 
offer moral support and help direct traffic. He promises 
to send photos. (Continued on Page 5)

If squirrels could talk, Kenan thinks it would be saying, “Hey 
buddy, how about a boost?” This one was trying to climb a 
tree at Mt. Airy.

Animal crackers
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Right, Nick with a medal for finishing 
the race; above, he says, is “me giving 
thanks for being alive after it!”
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http://themichigancatholic.com/2014/05/southfield-ministry-working-to-buy-restore-pontiac-chapel-and-mission/


Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky. 
 “His face was everywhere, 
and the whole thing was a hopeful 
search,” Al says, although hope 
faded with each passing day. Police 
believe Brogan climbed a fire escape, 
broke into the vacant building with a 
crowbar, and hanged himself in the 
basement. “It’s pretty clear” it was 
suicide,  Al says, although “nothing 
has been published that there was any 
indication of distress” in his life.
 Wednesday, Al spoke with 
Brogan’s great-aunt, Sr. Liz Bowyer, 
a Sister of Notre Dame. “She shared 

with me that there were 

two lights in all this darkness. 
One was what a fine young man 
he was in their family, an absolute 
gift for everyone. The other light 
was the outpouring of concern and 
willingness of people to search for 
him. The community’s response was 
wonderful, a city pulling together.” 
 At the parish, Al has counseled 
parents who have lost children to 
suicide. “It happens a lot more than 
we used to think it did. It was such 
a private thing; people wouldn’t 
talk about it. I remember going to 
an apartment where a young man 
committed suicide. I prayed with 

a big group of students, 
knowing he had killed 
himself inside that 
house.” 
 To raise awareness on 
campus, UC coordinates 
an annual Suicide 
Prevention Walk. “They 
probably do all they can 
through the counseling 
center and the health 
center; they probably 
have information helping 
students read the signs 
[of potential suicide] in 
anyone they know.
 “What’s frightening 

is how many students have given 
thought to that themselves, in 
passing,” Al says. “It’s amazing how 
many young people feel a sense of 
desperation. It’s hard to believe I 
could have even dreamed of doing 
something like that at 21 years old. 
Life was good; my whole life was 
ahead of me.” 
 A Mass next Thursday at St. 
Monica-St. George will be offered in 
Brogan’s memory and in support of 
his family. “At least now as terrible 
as it is, they know” what happened, 
Al says.  “They live with the ‘Why?’ 
That question will be with them for a 
long time to come.” 

(Next Wednesday, June 4, Higher 
Ed Training is offering a 60-minute 
webinar to help schools and other 
organizations develop an effective 
suicide prevention program. The 
presenter is Laurie Davidson of the 
Suicide Prevention Resource Center. 
To learn more about “Suicidal 
Students: Strategies to Identify & 
Respond to At-Risk Students”, visit  
http://www.higheredtrainingonline.
net/3ER/0/2/pER7GSc/pA2P2UCEi/
p0e/. The cost of the webinar, 
scheduled for 1-2 p.m. Eastern Time, 
is $199.) 
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(UC grieves continued from Page 1)

Jonathon Douglas Carlo Shivel

FOCUS ON FRIARS (Continued from Page 4)

From Don Miller: “May 17, the Admissions Board approved Jonathon 
Douglas and Carlo Shivel for the 2014 Postulancy Class. These are the first 
to be approved this year. There will be another Admissions Board in June. 
Carlo (19) was born and raised in London, Ky. He graduated in 2013 from 
North Laurel High School and is presently attending classes at Morehead 
State University, Morehead, Ky. Carlo works at Steak ‘n Shake and is active 
in both his home parish and the Newman Center at Morehead. Jonathon 
(18) is from Cleveland, Ohio, and is a member of St. Thomas More Parish 
in Brooklyn, Ohio. He is a 2013 graduate of Parma High School and works 
as a server for a Catering Service. Jonathon spent a number of months in our 
missions in Jamaica. We wish them well and assure them of our prayers and 
support.”

NEXT WEEK: Chapter coverage with photos by Frank Jasper

http://www.higheredtrainingonline.net/3ER/0/2/pER7GSc/pA2P2UCEi/p0e/
http://www.higheredtrainingonline.net/3ER/0/2/pER7GSc/pA2P2UCEi/p0e/
http://www.higheredtrainingonline.net/3ER/0/2/pER7GSc/pA2P2UCEi/p0e/
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