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I grew up about three miles from 
Northgate Mall and remember 
when the Mall was built on a 
plot of land that served as an 
airport.  Little did I know that I 
would have the opportunity one 
day to talk about preparing for 
the coming of the Lord there. 
It was a blessing to have been 

asked to share in the ministry with 
the Franciscans.  I admire them 

greatly…I always have.   Last Friday I saw friends, spoke with curious shoppers, and 
had a chance to hear and offer stories of faith.  And I’ve reflected about my time at 
Northgate each day since Friday.  God is good!!

        – Bishop Joe Binzer   

Last Friday, Mark Soehner and 
Al Mascia greeted guests at the 
door at Northgate Mall.

Stories 
of faith

I am pleased to tell you that our 
Northgate Mall project is going well.  
We began on Black Friday (which 

we re-named Brown Friday) with pretty good 
crowds.  We are seeing more on the weekends 
than on weekday evenings.  Many people read 
about us in the cover story of the December 
edition of The Catholic Telegraph. Some came 
to visit with Auxiliary Bishop Joe Binzer, who 
joined us for three hours. We’ve heard a few 
confessions, prayed with and blessed some families, gave information about the 
local ministries, and talked with people about the Secular Franciscans, family 
problems, and how they might return to Church after being away for a while.  

From Jeff

Bishop Joe Binzer manned the refreshments desk; here, he 
and Jeff Scheeler make guests feel welcome.
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Continued on Page 2

Scenes 
from a 
Mall

  
(This is how Al Mascia an-
nounced the mall ministry in his 
Song and Spirit newsletter.)

 “Boy” I said to my colleague 
Maggid Steve the other day.   
“You guys are lucky.” 
  “What d’ya mean?,”  he 
asked suspiciously. 
 “Well, nobody’s hijacked 
Chanukah, turned it into a vul-
gar caricature of itself, written 
silly songs about it, and then 
transformed it into a panic-
ridden occasion for conspicuous 
consumption, that’s all.”

Christmas 
renewal  

Continued on Page 2

BY JEFF SCHEELER, OFM
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 Catholics and non-Catholics have visited.  Some 
are in need; some are curious; some just look; most are 
glad to see us there. They find the novelty of our presence 
at a mall intriguing.  They have brought us cookies to 
share. The interest in what we are doing is growing.  The 
story in the local Catholic paper was picked up by the 
national Catholic News Service.  The religion columnist 
from the New York Times who is in Cincinnati to promote 
a book got wind of the story and interviewed us on 
Thursday. The Northern Kentucky NPR station will visit 
and interview us next Sunday. Our goals are modest:  we 
want to meet people where there are, in the marketplace, 
with a simple message of welcome and hospitality. It is an 
experiment in the “new evangelization,” bringing the Good 
News of God’s love to those who visit. 

Top, Dave Gehring with Dave Imhoff (Butch Feldhaus and 
Nancy Imhoff are behind them); above, find the friars in the 
group portrait.
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There was a strong showing of friars 
from Michigan: Top, Michael Radomski 
greets visitors; above, Al plays the 
concertina for shoppers.
 

From Jeff continued from Page 1

    The response to the Province’s typhoon relief fund 
for the Philippines has been generous. If you’d like to 
donate, go to our website, www.franciscan.org, and 
click the link on the right side of the Home page. 

SJB News Notes, the newsletter of St. John the 
Baptist Province, is produced by the 

Communications Office, 1615 Vine St., 
Cincinnati, OH 45202-6400. 

Contact Toni Cashnelli, 
Communications Director, at 513-721-4700, 

ext. 3209. Fax: 513-421-9672; 
e-mail: sjbfco@franciscan.org.

  “H’mm,” he conceded, “I guess you’re right.”
 But how do you rescue a holiday from the throes 
of such shameless exploitation? Well, one way some 
of us Franciscans are trying involves going straight to 
the front lines. That’s right, the Shopping Mall! From 
“Black Friday” until Christmas Eve, there will be Fran-
ciscans in brown habits managing a small storefront 
next to Macy’s at Northgate Mall in Cincinnati. We’re 
selling nothing; shoppers are welcome to stop by for 
some coffee, hot chocolate, homemade cookies and, if 
interested, some conversation about what Christmas is 
really about! 
 I was there Thanksgiving weekend playing mu-
sic on my aging concertina for two three-hour shifts. 
Understandably, we took many shoppers by surprise. 
Maybe some even went home with more than they’d 
bargained for! 
–Al Mascia, OFM

Renewal continued from Page 1

http://www.franciscan.org


BY AL HIRT, OFM

The inaugural Ruth and Robert Conway Lecture in 
Catholic Studies was delivered in UC’s Alumni Hall on 
Nov. 20. Dr. Jeffrey Zalar, first holder of UC’s Chair in 
Catholic Studies, introduced Dr. John Connelly of the 
University of California-Berkeley, who spoke on “From 
Enemy to Brother: The Revolution in Catholic Teaching 
on the Jews, 1933-1965.”

Connelly, who has done extensive research on anti-
Semitism in Poland, noted that Nostra Aetate, Vatican II’s 
“Declaration on Relations with non-Christian Religions,” 
may not seem remarkable today, but it was revolutionary 
when it was approved in 1965. It moved the Church from 
tolerance to reverence and was influenced by several 
Catholics who were Jewish by birth. 

Bishop Joseph Binzer gave a welcome on behalf of 
Archbishop Schnurr, who was in Iowa to visit his 
mother who was ill. The lecture was preceded by a 
catered reception in the adjacent Hunter Hall. 

The evening was sponsored by 
UC’s Program in Catholic Studies, 
Department of Judaic Studies, and 
by the Jewish Community Relations 
Council, the American Jewish 
Committee of Cincinnati and the 
Center for Interfaith Community 
Engagement at Xavier University. 

Robert Conway and many 
members of the Conway family 
were present. Bob and his wife, 
Ruth, who died two years ago, donated 
the two million dollars to establish the permanent chair. 
I was pleased to be there with our campus ministers and 
some members of the parish who also made significant 
contributions to this effort.

This all began in August, 2006, when I wrote to 
Archbishop Daniel Pilarczyk and then met with him 
to request his support. In November I had a meeting 
with the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, who 
showed enthusiasm for the idea and immediately called in 

the Advancement Director. The wheels began turning 
and major donors were highlighted, and visits 
began to some of these potential philanthropists. 
There were many who were not ready to commit 
to something that could not be well explained or 
defined. But Robert and Ruth Conway were taken 
with the concept and decided to make the 10-year 
pledge from their foundation. 

Dr. Zalar is now in his second year at UC, ready 
to teach the next course in Foundations of Catholic 
Thought this January.   

On March 18, 2014, the second in the St. Monica-
St. George Lecture Series will host Miguel Diaz, 
the former Ambassador to the Vatican. His theme: 
“Building Bridges: God, Communal Relationships 
and the Common Good.”

(Pat McCloskey contributed to this report.)
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First Conway speaker explores 
revolution in teaching

Michael Charron, center, flanked by campus ministers Michael Shriner and Sr. Leslie Keener, CDP.
 

Dr. John Connelly
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PHOTOS BY CHRIS FITZPATRICK, OFM, and SCOTT 
OBRECHT, OFM

he terms “feast” and “groaning board” 
were never more appropriate than when 
applied to Thanksgiving dinners served at 

the interprovincial novitiate in Burlington, Wis., 
and at St. Francis Friary in Easton, Pa. In Easton, 
Scott Obrecht snapped about a dozen photos of 
the sweet and savory specialties prepared by chef 
Mark Ligett. “In the midst of the Thanksgiving 
excitement, dinner followed by a movie 
handpicked by Ed Demyanovich,” Scott says, 
“I forgot to get a photo of friars at the dinner 
table.” Maybe next year? In Burlington, novice 
Chris Fitzpatrick from Australia celebrated his 
first Thanksgiving by preserving it in pictures. 

We gather 
together 

to ask the 
Lord’s 

blessing

T
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     In medieval times, the Franciscan Hermits of 
St. Francis in Munich brewed bock beer to sustain 
them through Lent. Earlier today, Christian Moerlein 
Brewing Co. of Over-the-Rhine introduced its own 
version, Emancipator Doppelbock, as a tribute to its 
neighbors, the friars of St. Francis Seraph. According 
to Moerlein, “Doppelbock is a higher alcohol version 
of bock beer that served as ‘liquid bread’ during 
fasting, when food was not permitted.” It has “a 
smooth roasted malty character” with “thick creamy 
head, backed up with complex hints of caramel and 
toffee.”  Guardian Tim Sucher, who was interviewed 
by WLW-T Channel 5 about the friar connection, 
blessed the first batch as Master Brewer Richard Dube 
did the ceremonial adding of the hops. Jeff Scheeler 
and Frank Jasper learned some of the intricacies of 
brewing from Greg Hardman, President and CEO of 
Christian Moerlein.

     It’s a big weekend in Bloomington, as St. Mary’s 
prepares for one of its most anticipated celebrations, the 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. This year, says Gregg 
Petri, “Our Latino congregation will celebrate her feast 
day on Sunday, Dec. 8th. [The feast day is Dec. 12th.] This 
celebration is so important because she continues to be 
present to us in our struggles and walks with us. She said to 
St. Juan Diego and to us: ‘Am I not here, I, who am your 
Mother?’”

       Jeff Scheeler asks that if anyone has a copy of the 
Rosetta Stone language program in Spanish, could they let 
him use it for a while?

     Attention, Cincinnati friars: “Doyla Murett, the 
representative for Christian Brothers, will conduct the 
behind-the-wheel test for all friars over 80 in the Cincinnati 
area at St. Clement on June 16-19, 2014,” according to 
Frank Jasper. “Those outside Cincinnati will be handled 
separately.  I will remind you as the time grows closer.  
Please save the date.”

FOCUS ON FRIARS

From top left: Richard Dube and Greg Hardman explain the 
process to Tim Sucher and Jeff Scheeler; Tim talks to Channel 5; the 
ceremonial blessing of the hops.

     My family and I would like to thank all of you for your prayers, 
notes and Masses for my brother, Al. It is so good to know that I have 
such a supportive Franciscan family! As some of you are aware, I was Al’s 
caregiver for a number of years. He had many struggles in life, and has now 
found His peace. Thanks again.                      – Don Rewers, OFM 

    Thank you for all of the cards, prayers, and support for myself and my 
family on the death of Dad. 
                                                                        – Patti Giesting

IN GRATITUDE

DIRECTORY UPDATES

Carl Hawver has a new e-mail address: 
chawverofm@gmail.com
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