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Leslie Hoppe Guides Students

Leslie Hoppe is
spending the fall
semester as aca-
demic director of
the Israel-Jordan
portion of CTU’s
Fall Biblical
Travel and Study
Program. There

are currently eleven participants with two more to join the
program in a couple of weeks.  Most of the participants
took part in the Turkey-Greece segment of the program
during August. That segment was directed by another
CTU faculty member. The Israel –Jordan program began
on August 30 and will conclude on October 16.

While in the Jerusalem area, the program is located in the
convent of the Comboni Sisters in Azariah (New Testa-
ment Bethany). Leslie is responsible for two classroom
courses:  Jerusalem, the Holy City and History and Ar-
chaeology of Israel and Jordan. A third course takes place
in the field and Leslie is responsible for guiding the group
to some of Israel’s historical and archaeological sites.  In
addition to the time spent in the Jerusalem area, the partic-
ipants will visit Galilee, the Negev and Jordan.

Our participants include both CTU degree-program stu-
dents and religious and priests on a sabbatical.  The come
from the U.S., China, Italy, Samoa and Mexico. The Bibli-
cal Travel and Study Program is an ideal sabbatical expe-
rience, combining travel, study and prayer in a
cross-cultural setting. Next year, Leslie will lead both the
Greece-Turkey and Israel-Jordan segments of the pro-
gram. If you are thinking of a sabbatical next year, con-
sider the CTU program.  Camillus Janas and Richard
Tulko are former participants. Last fall, John Puodziunas
joined the group  during our time in Galilee. They can tell
you what the program has to offer.

If you have wanted to visit the Holy Land, come on next
year’s program.  Join us for in both the Greece-Turkey
and  the Israel-Jordan segments. If time is a factor, you
can choose one or the other segments.  If you want more
information, contact Leslie at lesliejh@ctu.edu.  

Tapped for Leadership
Surufka Elected Conference President 

Today (9-12) I was elected to serve a three year term as
President of the Vocation Directors Committee of the
English Speaking Conference. Vice President is Don
Miller (SJB), and Alvin Te (IC) will serve as Secre-
tary/Treasurer. The Officers coordinate the regular
meetings of all vocation directors in the Conference,
and in two years will host the next meeting of the Fran-
ciscan Megaconference, when vocation directors from
all Franciscan Men's communities gather for input, ad-
dressing common concerns, and support.

This week
was the
Megacon-
ference
hosted by
the Con-
ventuals.
Marytown

was the site, which is familiar to many of our friars. The
Conventuals, Capuchins, Friars Minor, Atonement Fri-
ars, and Eternal Word Friars were all represented. 

We heard an in depth presentation by Br. Paul Bednar-
czyk, CSC, Executive Director of the National Reli-
gious Vocation Directors (NRVC) on the data collected
by the CARA study done on trends in religious voca-
tions. Also there was an excellent presentation by
Wayne Hellman, OFMConv., on the many materials
available about the Franciscan Intellectual Tradition. 

In addition to presentations, the Megaconference af-
forded time for discussions among all the orders to-
gether, as well as time for each individual order to,break
out and meet among its own members.

submitted by: Mike Surufka



Jamming at the Bowl
Lourdes to Host Music Event

Saturday, Septem-
ber 14th will find
the grounds of
Lourdes Friary alive
with the sounds of
three contemporary
groups of Christian
musicians.  The
music will include
rock, hip hop, and

pop selections from the featured
artist.  Billed as a Christian
Family Night, the event is spon-
sored by several Christian
churches in the Cedar Lake area
and hosted by the friars.

Beyond the music of the three
featured groups, the evening
will also feature food, vendors,
and plenty of new people to
meet.

This annual event encourages
those in attendance to let their
light shine.  What a wonderful
opportunity for evangelization
and collaboration.

Praying for Peace in Rome

Pope Francis called for a
day of prayer and fasting
for peace in Syria for Sat-
urday, 7 September 2013.
It concluded in Rome with
a large gathering of people,
together with the Holy Fa-
ther, for a prayer service.

Our brother, Joachim
Studwell, was present for the beginning of the prayer serv-
ice, together with Dominic Monti (Holy Name Province)
and Michael Jennrich (Sacred Heart Province).  Several
friars from Latin America also 
attended the massive prayer service for peace.

St. Peter Square continued to fill past 7:00 p.m. as people
from all over poured in by the thousands and were
checked by security guards,   The Roman newspapers esti-
mated that about 100,000 people heeded the pope's invita-
tion and joined him to pray the Rosary (Joyful Mysteries) 
in Italian.  The service continued with prayer, reflection
and a teaching from the Holy Father from 7:00 p.m. -
11:00 p.m.

Kim, Dominic and Michael stayed until after the third
decade.  They hadarrived from the US around midday on
Saturday and were fatigued from their travels by the
evening.  

Our brothers considered it a privilege to have joined with
so many people to pray with Pope Francis for peace in
Syria and to pray that any nation determined to enter into
military action in Syria would turn from violence and seek
to work toward a peaceful solution to this brutal and
deadly conflict. 

submitted by Joachim Studwell 

Kim is with the Secretaries of Formation of the Order in
Assisi these days for an extended conference on Francis-
can formation.  

George Jaskulski Featured

In July, George Jaskulski was names
Resident in the News by The Villager,
a publication produced by the Village
at Marymount.  This the the care fa-
cility where George resides and min-
isters.

In the news highlight, George spoke
of family, priesthood, sports, music,
and his Polish heritage.

When asked at his life at the Village, George reponded “I
love it.  This is a great place.  The people and staff treat
me well.”

Congratulations George!

Dreams of Francis,
Visions for Tomorrow

2014 Inter-Provincial Retreat

Holy Cross Retreat Center
Las Cruces, New Mexico

January 06-10, 2014
Call (505) 980-9409 for further information

This retreat opportunity is jointly sponsored 
by the OFM Franciscan Provinces of 

The Assumption, Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Sacred Heart and St. John the Baptist.

Friars from any OFM province 
are welcome to attend.

A full brochure/registration form is attached



A Call for Stories!
Please send your submissions to me by either email or regular mail.  
Remember...photos are a plus!

If there is a story tip or idea you think I should know about, please contact me at 262-758-
1000 or email at: pmccormack@ofm-abvm.org

Br. Patrick

NEWSbriefs is published by the 
Communications Office -  Assumption BVM Province - Franklin, WI

Jubilee Reflection
Placid Stroik Celebrated his  Ju-
bilee Mass of Thanksgiving at St.
Peter Church, Stevens Point, Wis-
consin on Sunday,  August 25,
2013

“Beautiful, Noble and Sacred”.
Words borrowed from Bo Lozoff
spoken  to Fred Rogers.  Words
that capture a rich life. 

Beautiful. This was “home parish”.  Family, school, and
neighborhood work opportunities all there  in the 40’s.
These  key ingredients  to nurture all callings in life, in-
cluding ordained priesthood were accentuated in memory
and by an actual cloud of witnesses on this 21st Sunday in
ordinary time, making the day anything but ordinary.  

Flowers from the Farmer’s Market located on the Square,
a childhood mecca  in Stevens Point, enchanced  the sanc-
tuary setting and   added a local touch of beauty.  And as
the pastor,  Fr. Arul Joseph Visuvasam of India gave his
words of praise to God for this occasion, an honor for the
parish, he highlighted the parish’s gratitude by giving Fr.
Placid a vase of  fresh flowers.

A well planned celebration by Fr. Placid’s family with
many adjustments summoned by the moment came to-
gether as family, friends, parishioners, clergy and religious
women gathered. 

Noble. Everybody who was present looked like royalty
and nobility and acted nobly. It was like everyone was at
a banquet given by a king and everyone had a place of
distinction at the altar, the buffet table and  round tables
seating 140 invited  guests.  

As the assembly filled  the church, nobility surfaced in a
truly biblical fashion as some arrived in wheel chairs,
some with canes, some with walkers, many with different
abilities, many in the prime of life, some with weakened
bodies and wandering minds, but all with fervent hearts,
full of a united song of praise as  if Francis of Assisi him-

self were praying: “My God and My All”.  

Fr. John Puodziunas, OFM, Provincial of Assumption
Province, unable to participate because  of an urgent pas-
toral necessity gave new meaning to the nobleness of
“presence by desire”.   

Sacred. Within the Eucharistic Liturgy  accented with
polka melodies to the joyful sharing at the luncheon ta-
bles, one continuous refrain of praise and thanksgiving  to
God rose high above the towering church steeple where it
all began in June, 1950.  

In the rectory, Msgr. Julius Chylinski welcomed Leonard
and his Dad.  In true ministry of the ears, Msgr. Chylinski
heard  not only words, but a feeling of helplessness and
hope as Leonard’s Dad said:  “My son, Leonard wants to
go to a Catholic High School to start preparing for the
priesthood, but we don’t have any money.”  Hardly before
the well prepared statement was spoken, Leonard and his
Dad heard:  “Send him to the Franciscan  St. Bonaventure
Prep School  in Sturtevant, Wisconsin and don’t worry
about the money. We will help.”  

As on Sunday, August 25, 2013 and so on that day in
1950, Leonard and his Dad experienced what  Philip
Yancey  describes as a moment of grace: “a pang of child-
like delight in the undeserved”.   That transcendent experi-
ence of grace was voiced again and again  on Sunday, Aug
25, in the kind words:  “congratulations, Fr. Placid”.  

“Grace is  everywhere”, “All is grace”,  “Everything is
grace”.  The words of   George Bernanos, needed no trans-
lations and neither did the words:  “Beauty, Noble and Sa-
cred”  of  Bo Lozoff to  Fred Rogers need any
clarification, everyone just lived the moment. 

Nevertheless, it was the  family and friends of Fr. Placid,
the parishioners of St. Peter Parish and the Franciscans of
the Assumption  BVM Province that put names and faces
on this universal experience of grace. 

Photo by Linda Goddard and Karen Schroeder;  Narrative
by Placid Stroik, OFM 


