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Pax Christi Franciscans Renew
On May 26th, the
Feast of the Holy
Trinity, the Pax
Christi Franciscans
and Pax Christi Asso-
ciates made their an-
nual renewal of
consecration and pro-
fession at St. Francis
of Assisi Church,

Greenwood during the Sunday celebration of the Eu-
charist. 

In front of
parishioners
from St.
Francis and
Immaculate
Heart
parishes the

renewal of consecration began with the Pax Christi Fran-
ciscan members Genevieve Feyen, Kathleen Feyen and
Bessie Wilburn (member Rhoda Kalscheur was not feel-
ing well and was unable to attend).  This was followed by
Pax Christi Associates making their annual profession.
Pax Christi Associates are men and women from Green-
wood and Jackson who join in the mission of Pax Christi.

A small group of women that would become the Pax
Christi Franciscans, a Private Association of the Christian
faithful, began in 1952.  Kate Foote Jordan, along with
two other women, Marguerite Kelley and Sister Luciana
began to visit patients in the Black hospital to distribute
magazines, candy and cigarettes – yes, it was a different
time.  As the women came to know the people, the visits
moved from the hospital to the homes of the families they
had met in the hospital.  During the home visits the
women became aware of the depth of the need that was in
Greenwood – a mother’s worry about her children left
without care, the anguish of returning to a house without
food or water or heat.  
In response to the needs, Miss Kate spearheaded the open-
ing of an information center for the black community.

Children overflowed the small store-front building.  The
children taught Miss Kate, Marguerite and Sr. Luciana the
depth of the problems in the black community.  There was
hunger, sickness, acute health problems, children suffering
from neglect and cold.  These problems were even more
complicated by their life in poverty.

In only a few years, the women of Pax Christi Franciscan
were growing in number to meet the needs of the black
community in Greenwood.  The challenges to the black
community were many.   The women of Pax Christ Fran-
ciscan responded through teaching, tutoring, programs for
the elderly, establishing a federal credit union, a grocery
cooperative, a midwifery program, mother and baby edu-
cation program, and support of STAR, a program of sys-
tematic training and redevelopment for the disadvantaged.  

With sixty-one years
of service, today the
Pax Christi Francis-
cans consist of 5 Con-
secrated members and
18 Associate mem-
bers.  The Pax Christi
Franciscan women
and men continue to

respond the needs of God’s people through their ministries
as teachers, tutors, foster grandparents, visitors to the
homebound, operation of a clothes pantry, music minis-
ters, lectors and Eucharistic ministers.  They continue to
bring God’s presence to the people they serve as instru-
ments of God’s love, peace and joy.

Following the celebration of the Mass, the Pax Christi
Franciscans and Associates along
with Franciscan Sisters Mary
Ann Tupy, principal of St. Fran-
cis Grade School, Annette Kurey,
community leader and Mary
Beth Kornely, parish secretary,
and Friars Craig Wilking, Steve

Dupuis, Greg Plata and Andrew Brophy enjoyed a lunch-
eon held in the school cafeteria.

submitted by Andy brophy and Craig Wilking



JPIC Directors Meet and Teach
From June 3rd-5th, five
of the Animators for
Justice, Peace and the
Integrity of Creation
gathered in Burlington
for the annual workshop
with the novices.  After
offering some theologi-
cal reflections on JPIC

and the place of JPIC in the General Constitutions of the
Order, we focused our input on the five priorities for JPIC
outlined by the 2009 General Chapter:

•  Promote in Initial and Ongoing Formation the values of
our Franciscan spirituality highlighted in JPIC.

•  Examine the impact of our style of life on creation, es-
pecially regarding climate change, and promote environ-
mental justice in order to highlight the relationship
between social and ecological themes.

•  Promote active non-violence in our lives, with particular
emphasis on the resolution of conflicts.

•  Pay special attention to the excluded of our society, ac-
cording to the reality of each Entity, with a particular
commitment to the defense and promotion of human
rights.

•  Consider and promote the ethical use of economic and
natural resources in the life of the friars, in their ministry
and in society.

Different animators were assigned to
these various topics; I presented on our
commitment to the marginalized and
excluded, highlighting the recently-
published letter supporting Compre-
hensive Immigration Reform which
you all received via e-mail. 

The novices were very
engaged throughout the
workshop.  I had not
met many of them be-
fore these days—I
found them a great
group of men and they
gave me pride and con-
fidence in our formation

program.  They were eager to consider how these priori-
ties from the most recent General Chapter can become
more visible in the lives of our fraternities.  Read these
bullet points again: what does your fraternity do in these
areas?  How might you cultivate a greater respect for cre-
ation?  Promote reconciliation?  Reach out to the margin-

alized?  Use our economic resources in keeping with the
vows we profess?  The men entering our fraternities want
to embrace these as fundamental values.  What can we do
to make them more real?

The animators remained
in Burlington June 5th-
7th for our biannual
meeting.  The primary
topic of discussion was
the creation of a Na-
tional JPIC office, as di-
rected by the meeting of
the U.S. Provincial Min-

isters, Vicars, and Defini-
toria in Milwaukee last
December.  We sketched
what such an office
might look like and will
complete a proposal to
send to the ESC provin-
cials in the weeks ahead.
The week left us all with
much excitement about the future of OFM JPIC ministry
in the U.S.!

submitted by: Jason Welle

Among the Secular Franciscans

Many of the members
of Our Lady of Lourdes
Secular Franciscan Fra-
ternity, meeting at Lour-
des Friary in Cedar
Lake, are close to friars
of our province--espe-
cially those who have
lived in Cedar Lake. 

This fraternity has now been transferred to the spiritual
care of our province. It was a big question why, when we
had a fraternity in Cedar Lake for so long, that they were
under the care of Sacred Heart province. As it turns out,
there were four fraternities in Northwest Indiana, and they
merged at a time when the fraternity in Cedar Lake, meet-
ing at the interprovincial novitiate, had a Sacred Heart
province friar as spiritual assistant. Mystery solved. Pa-
perwork complete. Please pray for our Secular Franciscan
brothers and sisters who are now in our care. Our brother
Ed Tlucek will continue as their spiritual assistant.

photo courtesy of Rose Anderson, OFS: members of Our
Lady of Lourdes fraternity at their Day of Recollection
with Fr Kim Studwell, OFM, February, 2013.

submitted by : Jerome Wolbert



Franciscans International Update
Markus Heinze ofm,Franciscans International Director
shares the following:
In the context of the restructuring of Franciscans Interna-
tional we are in a process of developing a new communi-
cation strategy including the publication of Franciscan
Voice. However we would like to update you about FI's
advocacy activities and send you the report of the first
trimester of 2013.
Africa
Cameroon 

In the last few years, the public
hospitals of Yaoundé and other
cities in Cameroon have been
confronted by the phenomenon
of the disappearances of new-
born children. The Franciscans
partners in Cameroon received
information that these children
are kidnapped for illegal adop-
tion purposes. This practise is

allegedly carried out with the acquiescence of hospital and
state officials. Br. Boniface Diezoumbe, a Franciscan friar
from Cameroon, reported to FI about child trafficking
practices in public hospitals in Cameroon, as well as traf-
ficking in girls in northern Cameroon. In March 2013, FI
invited Br Boniface to Geneva to address this issue before
permanent missions’ delegates and UN staff. Br Boniface
called on the members of Council to ask Cameroon to
conduct an independent and impartial investigation on
trafficking and bring perpetrators to justice. He also pre-
sented the case to the office of the UN Special Rapporteur
on Trafficking. During the UPR session on Cameroon 15
countries raised the issue of kidnappings and child traf-
ficking in Cameroon.

Benin 
In December 2012, Francis-
cans-Benin organised two rais-
ing awareness campaigns on
infanticide based on witchcraft
beliefs (of the so-called witch
children), respectively in Brig-
namaro and Kerou, Northern
Benin. The campaigns were or-
ganised by Franciscans-Benin,

in collaboration with representatives of religious congre-
gations, traditional leaders, local authorities, journalists
and FI. The aim was to raise awareness of such a harmful
traditional practice, sensitize local populations and tradi-

tional leaders against infanticide, and provide effective
legal protection for children. This campaign was sup-
ported by the French Embassy in Benin. In March 2013,
during the UN Human Rights Council, FI invited Sr.
Madeleine Koty and Br. Auguste Agnoupke, two Francis-
cans from Benin, to continue advocacy work at interna-
tional level. They had meetings with diplomatic
delegations of France, Holy See, Italy, Mexico, and Ro-
mania. Br. Auguste delivered a statement during the HRC
and Sr. Madeleine also made a statement during a HRC
public conference on birth registration. Following a long
meeting with FI and Franciscans partners, H.E Séraphin
Lissassi, committed to address the issue both with the
Government of Benin and with the International Commu-
nity through the organisation of a conference. In addition,
FI was asked by UNICEF Benin to contribute to the na-
tional Child Code, by proposing key amendments to the
Bill. FI proposed significant changes to the current Draft
of the Child Code on the definition of infanticide and on
the issue of Birth Registration.

The Americas
Peru

The Government of Peru is
planning to build the 2nd
largest gold mine in the world
in Cajamarca region, northern
highlands of Peru. The local
people of Cajamarca and
human rights defenders have
been protesting against this
project which is believed to af-
fect between 3,000-16,000

hectares of fragile mountaintop wetlands including numer-
ous lakes, rivers and marshes that supply the region’s
drinking water. Thanks to the assistance of FI, Ms. Mirtha
Vasquez, Ms. Ofelia Vargas, and Mr. Pablo Sanchéz, rep-
resentatives of Group for Training and Advocacy in Sus-
tainable Development (GRUFIDES) in Peru, travelled to
the United States in March 2013. The visit was aimed to a
series of advocacy work for the protection of human rights
defenders in the context of the mining expansion in Caja-
marca, Peru. This includes a hearing before the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights on the
repression of peaceful protest and public participation in
Peru. In March 2013, on the occasion of the Human
Rights Council, FI made a public statement raising con-
cerns on the issue. FI statement provoked a long reaction
from the Government of Peru in response to FI concerns.



Jamaica 
Jamaica is confronted with sev-
eral structural injustices, in-
cluding the problem of poverty,
access to food and unemploy-
ment. On the invitation of Fran-
ciscan Sisters of Alleghany in
Kingston, FI conducted one
day training and a fact finding
mission. The aim was to dis-
cuss the role of human-rights

advocacy in Catholic Social Teaching and to analyze to-
gether the pressing structural injustices using the United
Nations (UN) Mechanism to promote human rights. FI
also investigated questions related to environmental injus-
tice and sustainable development with a visit to Porziun-
cola Farm, a local sustainable agriculture and tourism
initiative led by Sr. Grace Yap. FI was also able to consult
with the Director of Jamaica Environmental Trust to dis-
cuss challenges related to bauxite mining and high-impact
development projects on the island. FI will incorporate the
information gathered through this mission into its advo-
cacy for a more just and sustainable development agenda
at the UN, to provide follow-up information on Jamaica’s
Universal Periodic Review recommendations, and to mon-
itor Jamaica’s upcoming review before the UN Committee
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Asia-Pacific
India

More than 65% of the Christian
population in Pakistan,
Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Sri
Lanka are from Dalit and Tribal
backgrounds. Fr. Nithiya ofm
cap, the executive secretary of
the office of Human Develop-
ment of the Federation of Asian
Bishops Conferences shared

some concerns with FI related to discrimination against
Dalits. Christians run many schools and colleges in these
countries but Dalit and tribal face denied access. Many
Diocese and religious congregations have social welfare
schemes in the name of Dalit and Tribal uplift, but they
have not yet directly changed the human rights situations
of Dalit, especially on issues concerning education and
employment. FI is working to address abuses and discrim-
ination against Dalit and other Tribal groups. In order to
be more effective, FI re-established the relationship with
the International Dalit Solidarity Network (IDSN), a lead-
ing advocacy alliance on Dalits. The main challenge for FI

and other NGOs remains the real implementation of exist-
ing policies.

Indonesia 
In the regency of
Manggarai Timur, in
the Indonesian
Province of East Nusa
Tenggara, the Serasi
indigenous commu-
nity was particularly
affected by mining ac-
tivities, especially in

respect to indigenous land grabbing. The manganese waste
of this company has contaminated the agricultural lands of
the region. The activities of this mining company are con-
sidered the main cause of the significant decrease of rice
and corn crop. If the mining activity continues, the survival
of Serise community will be threatened. Fr. Peter Aman
ofm, the coordinator of JPIC, informed FI that the commu-
nity - led by Serise leader - filed a complaint against the
company for land-grabbing. The police, instead of investi-
gating the circumstances, arrested Mr. Amon and three other
leaders. They were all brought to court and sentenced to five
months in 2012. To address this and other injustices, during
the Human Rights Council of March, FI denounced the fail-
ure of the Government of Indonesia to guarantee the human
rights of indigenous peoples. FI also called for a more con-
sistent human rights-based approach in implementation of
development projects.

Europe
Germany 

Tea and Lina are two young
women victim of trafficking in
Germany. Tea is originally from
Nigeria. Her life changed since a
Nigerian man brought her to Italy.
He promised education and
school. Unfortunately, this man
forced her to child-prostitution in
Germany. She got pregnant while

she was still under-aged. She applied for asylum in Düs-
seldorf and was assigned to Herten. Her asylum applica-
tion was declined at first, but with the help of a
psychological expertise, Tea was granted permanent resi-
dency in Germany. Tea is pursued even today by trauma-
tizing experiences of her childhood and youth. Lina,
another girl, was born in Macedonia. She was 15 years old
when she was sold by her own father to a 50-year-old man
in Belgium. She could escape from him and now she lives
illegally in Germany.



A Call for Stories!

Please send your submissions
to me by either email or reg-
ular mail.  
Remember...photos are a
plus!

If there is a story tip or idea
you think I should know

about, please contact me at 262-758-1000 or email
at: pmccormack@ofm-abvm.org

Br. Patrick
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These cases were brought to the UN attention by Sister
Stephanie (a Franciscan sister from Germany). Sr. Ste-
fanie, has been working for more than 25 years with
refugees and victims of human trafficking. She came to
Geneva in March 2013 to denounce injustices linked to
migration, trafficking and prostitution. She presented the
two cases in front of 23 diplomatic delegations to the UN
in Geneva. Sr Stefanie also a bilateral talk with the diplo-
matic representative of Germany during which she called
on the Government for more concrete actions. Sr
Stephanie also asked the Government to more effectively
protect victims of trafficking through – for example - tem-
porary or permanent residence permit. The obligation to
protect victims is based – inter alia - on humanitarian and
compassionate factors, as stipulated in the article 7 of UN
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in
Persons, especially Women and Children (Palermo Proto-
col) which has been ratified by Germany.


