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Two weeks ago the stepdaughter of former friar, Jerome (Duane) McDonald, called to tell me 
that he needed short-term but round-the-clock care while she underwent surgery. Jerome has 
several life-threatening medical problems and his stepdaughter, Shaheen, serves as his 
principle caretaker. The need was urgent since her surgery had to be done within the week due 
to insurance restrictions. 

After a conversation with Francis Soucy, it was clear that the Infirmary would not be able to 
receive Jerome quickly because of Medicare/Medicaid considerations and the fact that he lives 
in New York State. On the off-chance that the Friars at St. Anthony’s in Butler might give me 
some direction, I called them and left a message outlining the situation. 

Within minutes Bob Frazzetta called back assuring me that they could be of help; and shortly 
thereafter Richard McFeely did the same. They would receive Jerome and care for him while his 
stepdaughter recovered sufficiently to resume caring for him again – a matter of 4 to 6 weeks 
according to her doctor. 

Meanwhile, I contacted Vianney Justin in Buffalo, telling him of this situation and asking if he 
could possibly go to Butler and use his nursing skills on behalf of Jerome. Vianney had served 
in our Bolivian mission with Jerome and they have remained good friends over these many 
years. Vianney’s answer was an immediate “yes”. He would rearrange his schedule in Buffalo 
and move to Butler within the week. 

The Provincial and Council signed off on the arrangement so that within 24 hours of receiving 
Shaheen’s phone call everything was in place for Jerome to be brought to St. Anthony’s. When I 
thanked Bob, Richard, Vianney and the Butler Community, they played down the extraordinary 
compassion all had showed, commenting that “we take care of our brothers” (in this case a 
brother who years ago took up another pathway in life). 

This is a wonderful example of what is to my mind the overarching virtue of our Province. Time 
and time again over the years we all have known of truly incredible gestures of kindness, 
support, love – and, yes, reconciliation - on the part of individual friars and of our successive 
leaders.  


