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Agenda  of  the  
Minister General
02 Apr - (Madrid – Spain) 
Report of the Minister General 
for the Week of Religious Life.

09-20 Apr - (Tapei - Taiwan)
Visit to the Province Queen of 
China and the Dependent Cus-
tody of Hong Kong.

23-25 Apr - (Canindé – Brasil) 
Participation in the II Latin 
American Congress of Missions.

28 Apr - (Malta) 
Participation in the 50th anni-
versary of the coronation of St. 
Joseph.

29-30 Apr - (Lione – France) 
Participation in the Chapter of 
the union of the provinces of 
France.

It may seem strange that I should 
dedicate this Easter letter to the 
theme of faith. Some might think that 
faith is an obvious prerequisite in the 
life of a Franciscan and Religious. I do 
not think so. Faith really can never be 
taken for granted, especially in our 
time when “a profound 
crisis of faith is a!ect-
ing many people”.

I don’t think I am far 
from the truth to say 
that the crisis of faith 
that exists within the 
Church – as the Pope so 
often attested – also ex-
ists very much among 
us. In saying this I do 
not think so much in a 
theoretical faith and a 
faith of notions, but a 
faith that is celebrat-
ed, lived out, and con-
fessed in everyday life. We can’t deny 
that most of the brothers give of 
themselves daily, without showing 
o! or seeking applause; rather they 
bear humble witness to a faith that 
is confessed, lived out and celebrat-

ed, while remaining faithful against 
hope and making of their lives a hab-
it of the paschal mystery.

Faith and life demand from each 
other mutually and they one support 
one another. 

To believe is primarily to welcome 
a gift with which we 
are blessed undeserv-
edly, namely, the gift 
of faith. Faith, how-
ever, is also a person-
al commitment to 
preserve it and make 
it grow. For this pur-
pose, Benedict XVI 
suggests during this 
Year of Faith that we 
should “bear in mind 
the precious gift of 
faith” (PF 8). As Friars 
Minor or followers of 
Francis, it is important 

to halt, even if only brie"y, and re"ect 
on his journey of faith and expres-
sions. 

My dear brothers and sisters, have 
a Happy Easter and joyful journey in 
this Year of Faith!

MINISTER GENERAL
EASTER LETTER ON FAITH

APRIL  2013VOLUME  XLVI  •  EDITION  198

OFM  International  News

Fraternitas
Pope Francis

FRATERNITAS Special EditionT    he Special Edition which 
was published a few days 
ago focused on the rela-

tionship which Benedict XVI, Pope 
Emeritus, had with the Franciscan 
Order. 

First we presented a very short 
biography. Then, there will be a 
letter of thanks from the Minister 
General sent for this occasion, some 
re"ections from the Last Audience, 
and some pictures on the various 
occasions the Pope had with the 
Franciscan Order. 

We presented also the three 
Franciscan Cardinals with a short bi-
ography. This special edition contin-
ues with the election of Pope Fran-
cis with a short biography and some 
pictures of his pastoral mission in 
Argentina.  We have published also 
the letters that the Minister General 
wrote for this special occasion both 
as Minister General and President of 
the Unione Superiori Generali (USG). 

The Fraternitas Special Edition is 
available in four languages: English, 
Spanish, Italian, and French.
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Congress on Dialogue with Islam in 
Africa

KENYA - Organized by the OFM Ser-
vice for Dialogue, the Congress on 
Dialogue took place on February 18-
22, 2013, in Nairobi. Together with the 
members of the Service for Dialogue, 
also present were the Secretaries of 
Mission of the OFM African Confer-
ence.  This was done within the lines 
of mandate 28 of the 2009 General 
Chapter. The objective of this meet-
ing, moreover, was to indicate the 
guidelines for formation and mission 
with Islam.

President of Ireland Visits the Col-
lege of St. Isidore

ROME - On Friday, February 8, 2013, 
the President of Ireland, Michael D. 
Higgins, in the course of a formal visit 
to Italy, paid a brief visit to the College 
of St. Isidore.  At present, the interna-
tional fraternity there depends on the 
Minister General.

Visit of the Minister general 
to India

INDIA - From February 16-26, 2013, 
the Minister general, Br. Jose Rodri-
guez Carballo, OFM, accompanied 
by Br Paskalis Syukur, OFM, De#nitor 
general, visited the three Entities of 
the Order in India, namely, the Prov-
ince of St. Thomas the Apostle, the 
Dependent Custody of the Mother of 
God, and the missionary Foundation 
of St. Francis of Assisi. In all three Enti-

OTHER NEWS
ties, the Minister general was greeted 
with typical rituals of di!erent cul-
tures of India for welcoming guests.
They all met with all the brothers, For-
mators, Formands, and the people of 
God, particularly the Franciscans. On 
the last day, he met also with the Poor 
Clares of the #ve monasteries of the 
Second Order in India.

Meeting of the Commission for 
Contemplation

ROME - From February 25 – 28, 2013, 
the OFM Friars, who are members of 
the Commission for Contemplation, 
gathered in the General Curia. The 
members are as follows: Br. Julio Ce-
sar Bunader, De#nitor General, Br. 
Bienvenido Baisas, Br. Eugenio Barel-
li, Br. André Cirino, and Br. Mihael S. 
Vovk. They met in the spirit of prayer 
and fraternity in order to study the 
responses received regarding the ex-
perience-meeting, “Sitting Together” 
(Little Flowers XV) both the Friars Mi-
nor and the Poor Clares. Also, they are 
to prepare a bibliography on prayer to 
be o!ered to the website of the Order 
and meet the challenges set out in 
Mandate 9 of the Final Document of 
the General Chapter of 2009.

Meeting with the simply professed 
of the South Slavic conference

CROATIA - From Feb. 28 – March 3, 
2013, a meeting took place in Samo-
bor, Zagreb between the Minister 
General, Br. José Rodríguez Carballo, 
OFM, and the temporary professed 
Friars of the South Slavic Conference 
(i.e., Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and 
Slovenia). Accompanying the Minis-
ter General were Br. Ernest Siekierka, 
OFM, De#nitor General, Br. Vidal Ro-
driguez Lopez, OFM, Secretary Gener-
al for Formation and Studies, and his 
Vice-secretary, Br. Sergiusz Baldyga, 
OFM. Alongside the young Friars, also 

in attendance, were the formators 
and Provincial Ministers of the Confer-
ence. The number of the participants 
was close to 170 Friars.

Seminar on New Forms of Evangeli-
zation in Europe

ROME - From March 4 - 8, 2013, the IV 
Seminar for new forms of evangeliza-
tion in Europe began in Greccio. The 
Seminar is sponsored by the Order 
through the General Secretariat for 
the Missions and Evangelization of 
Rome (SGME). The theme they re"ect-
ing on was New Forms and Evangeli-
zation from a Franciscan Perspective.

Forming for the Mission

ROME - On Wednesday, March 6, 2013, 
a formation meeting was held at the 
Franciscan International Fraternity of 
“Father Gabriele M. Allegra, OFM ”, on 
“Forming for the Mission”, by Br. Mas-
simo Tedoldi, OFM, Secretary General 
for Mission and Evangelism, and Br. 
Vidal Rodriguez Lopez, OFM, Secre-
tary General for Formation and Stud-
ies. The joint work between formation 
and mission wishes to be a ful#llment 
of mandate n. 1 of the OFM General 
Chapter of Assisi of 2009, which asked 
that the priorities from an evangeliz-
ing perspective be spelt out. 

Formation in Lent

OFM.ORG - During Lent, we o!ered 
some material for Fraternities within 
the framework of the Year of Faith. 
This o!ers us a new opportunity to 
re"ect on the relationship between 
faith and charity and believing in 
God, the God of Jesus Christ, and love, 
which is the result of the action of the 
Holy Spirit.  We will o!er also some 
material for the Easter Season.

Do you have information that 
you would like to share with 
other regarding events in your 
province? Send them all to us 
to our email: comgen@ofm.
org with the subject matter: 
Fraternitas.

mailto:comgen%40ofm.org?subject=Fraternitas
mailto:comgen%40ofm.org?subject=Fraternitas
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Franciscan eBooks

Chronicle of the Twenty-Four Generals of the Order of 
Friars Minor  
Noel Muscat, OFM.

Available for free on iPhone, iPad, or iPod touch.

The Chronicle of the 24 Ministers General presents the 
history of the Order of Friars Minor from its foundation, 
from Saint Francis of Assisi (1182-1226) to the General Le-
onard of Gi!oni and the beginning of the Western Schism 

(1378). This translation is the fruit of three years of work, and is based on the 
Latin critical edition.

The Chronicle was published in Latin by the Franciscan scholars and Quarac-
chi editors in 1897, in Volume 3 of Analecta Franciscana, and covers 575 pages 
of text, plus 134 pages of appendixes. Because of its voluminous nature, the 
entire Chronicle has been translated into 5 sections covering respectively the 
following historical periods: (1) Saint Francis and the early Franciscan frater-
nity; (2) The Generals from Brother Elias as vicar (1227) to Saint Bonaventure 
(1274); (3) The Generals from Jerome of Ascoli (1274) to Michael of Cesena 
(1328); (4) The Generals from Gerard Eudes (1329) to Leonard of Gi!oni (1378); 
and (5) Appendixes to the Chronicle. The translation is enriched by footnotes 
and explanations of both the various historical events thus narrated and of 
the personages of the Chronicle.

Easter Letter in eBook Format

The Minister General’s Easter Letter to the whole Order, 
apart from the printed version and the online version 
(pdf ), is also available in digital format in 11 Languages.

Available for free on iPhone, iPad, or iPod touch.

The Icon of St. Clare.
Sergiusz Marek Ba$dyga, OFM

Available in two languages for free on iPad.

The book is an invitation to know the extraordinary #gure 
of St. Clare of Assisi. The story of her calling is told in eight 
scenes. Four of them show the charism of the female face 
of the Franciscans. The “Little Plant” of St. Francis and a 

new woman - mother abbess, legislator.

Looking at the icon allows us to approach the person of St. Clare, and draw 
from her exceptional gift of contemplation. Clare teaches us how to discover 
the will of God in the spirit of the Lord. The example of the Poor Clare Sister 
is still captivating, able to trigger admiration and to teach with humility and 
simplicity to love Jesus - the Spouse.

Franciscan Books

Klara-Quellen. Die Schriften der 
heiligen Klara, Zeugnisse zu ihrem 
Leben und ihrer Wirkungsge-
schichte, hg. v. Johannes Schnei-
der OFM und Paul Zahner OFM, 
(Verlag Butzon und Bercker) Keve-
laer 2013 (ISBN-10: 3766616226) 

[Clarian Sources. The Writings of Clare 
of Assisi. The Most Important Testimo-
nies on Her Life and Story and How 
They Have Been Received. Ed. Johan-
nes Schneider, OFM, and Paul Zahner, 
OFM, (Verlag Butzon und Bercker) Ke-
velaer 2013 (ISBN-10: 3766616226).]

All major sources of 
Clare of Assisi and 
the history of how 
they were recei-
ved are collected 
for the #rst time 
in a single vo-
lume transla-
ted into Ger-
man. With the 

exception of the writings 
of Clare and the most important wit-
nesses on her life, the book contains 
a large number of di!erent sources 
of chronicles, liturgical texts, or sour-
ces of a political-religious and spiri-
tual type.

It covers the period from the 13th 
to the 15th century and mainly con-
siders – in addition to the Latin lite-
rature – the vernacular traditions in 
both the Roman and German lan-
guage. In this way, the latest results 
of the research of Clare and the mo-
vement of religious women in the 
Middle Ages are once again taken 
up, thus becoming an essential and 
indispensable tool to study her.

FRANCISCAN   BOOKMARK

Have you or some other friar in 
your province published a book 
or an eBook? 
Send us all the information on 
email: comgen@ofm.org with 
subject: Fraternitas.

mailto:comgen%40ofm.org?subject=Fraternitas
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SMALL NEWS
ROME - The International Franciscan 
Fraternity, “Blessed Gabriel M. Allegra 
OFM “, celebrated the following di!e-
rent spiritual, formative, and fraternal 
activities:
February 13: Holy Mass on ash Wed-
nesday, presided by Minister General 
OFM, Br José Rodríguez Carballo;

February 16: Retreat day during Lent 
led by Br. Massimo Tedoldi, OFM, Se-
cretary General of the Evangelizing 
Mission;

March 6: Meeting on “Forming for 
the Mission,” presented by Br. Vidal 
Rodríguez López, OFM, Secretary Ge-
neral for Formation and Studies and 
Br. Massimo Tedoldi OFM, Secretary 
General for Evangelizing Mission;

March 20: Fraternal meeting of the 
Minister General with the Friars stu-
dents in view of Easter.

JERUSALEM – St. Savior Friary. The 
inauguration of the new headquar-
ters of both the General Library and 
the Archive of the Custody of the 
Holy Land will be inaugurated on 
February 28, 2013, at St. Savior Mo-
nastery.

MURCIA (Spain) –  , The XXVI Days 
of Theology, entitled, “50 years Since 
Vatican II,” will take place from Mar-
ch 3-8, 2013, at the OFM Theological 
Institute of Murcia, which is a%liated 
with the Faculty of Theology of the 
Ponti#cal Antonianum University.

ROME – On March 12, 2013, there will 
be a Study Workshop, entitled, “From 
the Holy Land to the Land of China. 
Budget and Research Perspectives”. It 
is organized by the Commissio Sinica 
of Medieval and Franciscan Studies 
of Higher Education at the Ponti#cal 
Antonianum University.

ROME – On March 20, 2013, the Pon-
ti#cal Antonianum University will 
present the volume of Angela Ales 
Bello and Shahid Mabeen, entitled, 
Guidelines of Philosophical Anthro-
pology; Phenomenology of Religion 
and Islamic Mystical Experience from 
the Apes Publishers. The meeting is 
organized by the Faculty of Philo-
sophy at the Ponti#cal Antonianum 
University in collaboration with both 
St. Pius V Institute of Political Studies 
and the Italian Centre of Phenome-
nological Research.

VENICE – On March 22, 2013, a Con-
ference took place on The Church of 
Vatican II: Rereading Lumen Gentium 
by the Ecclesiarum Orientalium and 
Unitatis Redintegratio; it was organi-
zed by the St. Bernadine Institute of 
Ecumenical Studies and built at the 
Faculty of Theology of the Ponti#cal 
Antonianum University.

ROME – The Family Book of the Ge-
neral Curia was published for the se-
cond year in a row. It can be downlo-
aded from our website. (Click here to 
go to webpage)

Moving On
A Word of Thanks: 

We would like to thank Br. Robert 
Bah&i&, OFM for the service he gave 
as an editor of Fraternitas. We thank 
him for the dedication in every issue 
of Fraternitas and we promise him 
our prayers as he begins his new 
service in his province.

Continuing the Work:
Henceforth, we would like Frater-

nitas to continue to be a tool along-
side the Order’s Web Site (ofm.org) 
to strengthen the bonds between 
Fraternities in the Order, respect the 
freedom and di!erences with whi-
ch God had created each and every 
one. Yet, in order to continue this, 
each Province has to send us its in-
formation of international interest to 
be inserted in Fraternitas. We would 
like also to remind you that your arti-
cles have to be brief and concise and 
subject to editing.

We wish Fraternitas to continue 
to be the voice for those who do not 
have an easy access to the internet 
and be informed about what is hap-
pening in the life and mission of the 
Order and in the provinces. We look 
forward to continue o!ering this 
service every month. Therefore, if 
you have some type of information, 
news, new books or eBooks publi-
shed by the Friars or any suggestions 
for our newsletter, do not hesitate to 
send an email to: comgen@ofm.org 
with the subject matter: ‘Fraternitas’. 
Thank you, everyone, for your coope-
ration.

Fraternitas 
OFM International News

editor: Fr. Joseph Magro OFM

eMail: comgen@ofm.org
tel: +39 0668491 339

http://www.ofm.org/fraternitas

www.!.com/ofm.org
www.twitter.com/ofmdotorg

Enrolling in the Masters of For-
mation Course. During the aca-
demic year of 2013-2014, the 
Franciscan Institute of Spirituali-
ty of the Pontifical Antonianum 
University will propose the ei-
ghth edition of the Masters in 
Formation. To participate in the 
selection of twenty students pur-
suing the Masters, it is required 
to present the pre-enrollment 
form by April 30, 2013.

Happy Easter

to all

our Readers

http://www.ofm.org/ofm/%3Fpage_id%3D341
mailto:comgen%40ofm.org?subject=Fraternitas
mailto:comgen%40ofm.org%20?subject=Fraternitas
http://www.ofm.org/fraternitas
http://www.fb.com/ofm.org
http://www.twitter.com/ofmdotorg

