
“I 
n the last half century Catholic moral 
theology has developed at a rapid 
pace. Franciscan scholars have 

played a major part in this renewal of con-
temporary moral theology. Yet, these moral 
insights from the Franciscan tradition have, 
to a great extent, been overlooked by the 
English –speaking world since many of the 
works have not been available in English. 
The authors of this volume of essays hope 
that  this  contribution of the Franciscan 

moral  vision   will   help  to broaden the 
conversation regarding moral theology and 
continue the work already accomplished by 
the many authors working in non-English 
languages. Scholar  contribution   to this 
volume of essays include Joseph Chinnici, 

Kenan Osborne, Thomas Shannon, 
Thomas Nairn, and Mary Beth 
Ingham. 
For too long the Franciscan contri-
bution to the personalist, relational 
turn in renewing moral theology has 
been  largely overlooked in the 
English speaking world. With this 
volume, however, we now have 
access to an understanding of the 
moral  life rooted in the spiritual 

experience of divine love in the life of St. 
Francis and in the subsequent reflection of 
the Franciscan tradition on God’s gifting us 
with  creation, the Incarnation, the Holy 
Spirit, and the dignity of each person. This 
collection, as is the Franciscan moral vision 
itself, is a fine example of the inseparability 
of morality and spirituality. 
The Franciscan moral vision is an aesthetic 
vision whereby living morality is the act of 
reflecting the beauty, graciousness, and 
generosity  of  the  Triune God. Such an 
approach to the moral life stand in contrast 
to the more familiar stance emphasizing 
divine judgment, human fallenness, sin, and 
the law. 

A great service of these assays is to draw 
out the implications of “generosity in action” 
not only for personal discernment but also 
for social justice, ecology, and economics. 
By moving from vision to practice, these 
essays participate in the spirit of Francis to 
be  a prophetic  voice calling us to live in 
self-giving relationships of mutuality with 
one  another  and,  indeed,   with  all   of 
creation.”  
From the back cover by Richard M. Gula, SS. 
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Father Floribert Jaspers, O.F.M., 1858-1930 
 

F 
r. Floribert was born in the same year that the friars 
from Holy Cross Province set out for Teutopolis to 
found the new mission. His father was a teacher in the 

Academy of Fine Arts and his uncle was a priest and compos-
er. Following in the footsteps of his father and his uncle, Fr. 
Floribert pursued both a ministry of education as well as the 
arts. He emigrated to the United States and studied with the 
friars. He  became  an  accomplished  musician and music 
master, conducting the choir and the student orchestra, as 
well as a teacher of philosophy and theology. This was all the 
more remarkable because he 
gradually lost his sight. When 
he could no longer read, he 
simply asked the students to 
read to him to keep current. He 
laid  down his books and his 
baton after thirty-four years of 
service to the students of Sa-
cred Heart Province. His last 
days were spent as a parochial 
minister in Nebraska where he 
died after a heart attack.   

 

 Nov. 14 Earl Benz   (84) 

 Nov. 17 Venard Kommer  (93) 

 Nov. 18 Richard Baranski  (59) 

 Nov. 19 Michael Luke-Ubben (65) 

 

†Adam Sebastian, OFM (96) and Barthole Charbonneau, 

OFM  (90) from the Christ the King Province (Western   

Canada) both  died on October 20th in Regina, Saskatchewan. 

   

† Jonathan  Foster  has   brought   to our attention that his 

former classmate,  Dan  Jackson  (known in the Order as 

Vitalis), passed away this past May. He had been suffering 

for several years from ALS. Dan and his wife raised two 

adopted  children. Dan left  the  Order 1966 -- perhaps a 

number of friars will remember him . 

Please Pray For: 

REMEMBERING OUR BROTHERS 

 

Friar  Alessandro  Brustenghi, “The Singing Friar”, paid Padua 
Franciscan a visit today, November 6th, during his first visit to the 
U.S..  He’s here on a “PR” tour, promoting his mission and his 
voice.  His album “Voice of Assisi” won the award for Best Christian 
and Gospel album of 2012 in the UK.  The  album won the Best 
Album of the Year for the Classic Brits awards 2013.   His visit to 
the US began, appropriately, in San Francisco with concerts and 
radio & television interviews.  He visited Franciscan University in 
Steubenville and our own Padua Franciscan H.S., on his way to 

New York and Washington before returning to Italy. 

   Our student body welcomed him with enthusiasm and wonder, 
having an international recording star in their midst.  Alessandro 
shared  his vocational  story  with  us as  well as a couple of his 
vocals.  Students and faculty bought all 130 copies of his Christ-
mas CD, “Voice of Joy”, which was released the end of October, in 
which he sings familiar favorites in 9 different languages!  You can 

check out his talent at www.friaralessandro.com.  

   Pictured along with Alessandro are our two brothers ministering 
at Padua and Friar Eunan McMullan, also a member of the Assisi 
province.  Eunan is a barrister and joined the Order after practicing 
law in Ireland.  He accompanies Alessandro in his travels and 

serves as his legal representative. Submitted: Allan DaCorte, OFM 
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