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Gino’s Report on His Trip to the Philippines 

E ven before I boarded the first leg of my 

25 hour flight to Manila I 

had received calls from 

my sister and other con-

cerned people about the 

advisability of this trip.  

The recent earthquake in 

the southern part of the 

Philippines was 

just the next 

chapter of sev-

eral weeks of 

typhoons and 

torrential rains 

that had been 

slamming the 

islands.  After 

several e-mails 

from the friars 

in Manila, as-

suring me that it 

was quite safe to 

travel I ventured 

forth and left 

September 1 for 

a ten day visit. 
 

It has only been a day 

since I returned and al-

though my body doesn’t 

know I am in New Mex-

ico again my mind tells 

me I had better get this 

down on paper before jet 

lag does its business and 

renders me completely 

incoherent. 

 

Certainly one of the im-

portant things I wanted to 

do in Manila was spend 

some time with our 

brother, Hilaire 

Valiquette.  Although 

there was 15 pounds less 

of him, Hilaire really 

looked and sounded 

great!  Like many others 

at Our Lady of the An-

gels Seminary (OLAS) 

Hilaire had come down 

with a virus which most 

people attributed to the 

rains and flooding that 

perhaps affected the wa-

ter supply.  Hilaire’s 

symptoms got worse and 

he developed pneumonia.  

By the time I visited with 

him he had been through 

the worst of it.  During 

my visit it was apparent 

that Hilaire was feeling 

much better and by the 

time I left it looked like 

Hilaire was back and 

running at full speed. 

 

Besides teaching Greek 

and Hebrew to both un-

dergraduate and theologi-

ans Hilaire has been busy 

as Chaplain for the stu-

dent body.  The student 

body at OLAS includes a 

lot of day students be-

sides the seminarians 

who live on campus  .  

Hilaire has also been 

everybody’s (or so it 

seemed like to me) thesis 

moderator.  For all the 

students at OLAS Eng-

lish is their second lan-

guage and so writing pa-

Hilarie teaching in class.  Written on the board:   

“Scientia Maxime cum Virtute  -S. Anthony M. C.” 
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pers for class and the re-

quired fourth year thesis 

in order to graduate is no 

small task.  Next semes-

ter Hilaire is seriously 

considering the possibil-

ity of adding English to 

his already heavy sched-

ule of classes.  Although 

the students find 

Hilaire’s classes to be 

among the more demand-

ing they appreciate the 

opportunity to have him 

as a teacher.  Hilaire will 

be returning to New 

Mexico in early April of 

2013 and he hopes that 

he will have a more defi-

nite idea of whether he 

will be able to return to 

the Philippines for an-

other year of teaching.   

 

The other important rea-

son for my trip was to 

continue my discussion 

with the Provincial, 

council members, and 

friars  of San Pedro 

Bautista Province about 

future collaborative ef-

forts between our two 

provinces.  Fr. Baltazar 

Obico, the Filipino Pro-

vincial, had the opportu-

nity to visit OLG this 

past Summer and to see 

first hand the work of our 

friars and of Fr. 

(Florecito) PJ Pabatao on 

the Navajo reservation.  

Fr. Baltazar confirmed 

that at their next Provin-

cial Chapter which will 

be held this coming Feb-

ruary, 2013, his province 

will discuss and decide 

about making a serious 

provincial commitment 

to joining our province in 

the mission work of OLG 

Province. 

 

During the next several 

days I had the opportu-

nity to meet and inter-

view three friars who 

have expressed their in-

terest and desire to work 

in the Southwest.  Fr. 

Amado Baranquel and 

Fr. Ronnie Asuero are 

seasoned missionaries 

who between them have 

spent 27 years working 

in Libya.  Fr. Amado is 

still 

work-

ing in 

Libya 

at the 

present 

time 

and 

will 

begin 

his 

transi-

tion 

from 

Libya within the next 

several months.  It is his 

hope that after their Pro-

vincial Chapter in Febru-

ary he will begin his new 

ministry.  Ms. Liz 

Giordano, our Provincial 

Immigration lawyer, has 

already begun the work 

on Fr. Amado’s visa.  Fr. 

Ronnie Asuero was in 

Libya for 10 years but 

left soon during the war 

that brought down 

Muammar al-Gaddafi 

last year.  He is presently 

working in a Parish in the 

southern part of the Phil-

ippines.  The third friar, 

Fr. Willie Benito is pas-

tor of a Parish in Manila 

and it is his hope that 

with their Chapter in 

February he might be 

able to join a team com-

ing to the Southwest. 

 

Fr. PJ will go to the Phil-

ippines to attend the 

Chapter of his Province 

this next February.  PJ 

will be making a presen-

tation to the Province and 

will hopefully have with 

him by that time a visual 

presentation to help the 

friars there see better the 

life and work of the friars 

on the Navajo reserva-

tion.  Let us pray that the 

Holy Spirit continues to 

work with our efforts and 

to guide us as our two 

Provinces seek to work 

more closely together. e  

Gino was asked to be a judge for a talent contest "OLAS has Talent!" 

Hilaire, Gino, and Renee (one of the Franciscan formators) 

enjoying Pizza at OLAS. 

A humorous moment with some of the students. 



State of Nigeria. He came to the United States in Sep-

tember of 2011 and entered the formation program at 

the Benedictine Monastery of Christ in the Desert. 

Patrick has been with us since May of 2012. 

 

Anthony L. Veiga:  Anthony was born on November 

14, 1971, and was raised in Rincon, a small town 

south of Havana Cuba. He came to the United States 

in 2001, first 

to Puerto Rico 

and then to 

Miami Florida. 

He entered the 

formation pro-

gram of the 

Augustinians 

in 2009. 

 

Photo:  l to r  Lalo 

(Eduardo), Noel, 

David, Anthony, 

Pat S., Patrick O. 

Our New Postulants 
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The postulants receive a Tau Cross from their directors Fr. Pat 

(foreground) and “Lalo” (Eduardo) (behind Pat) in the chapel at 
San Juan Diego Friary. 

Noel Bustillos:  Noel was born on October 1, 1979 in 

Denver Co. He spent time both in Colorado and in 

San Juan, Chihuahua, Mexico with his mother’s fam-

ily. Noel received a Bachelor’s Degree in Music 

Business from The University of Colorado, Denver. 

 

David Gonzalez De Niz:  David was born on June 

19, 1985 in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. David entered 

the formation program with the Franciscan Province 

of San Francisco y San Santiago en Mexico, and com-

pleted his studies in philosophy in 2010. David has 

been with us since Summer, 2011 studying English in 

San Antonio and Alburquerque. 

 

Patrick Obah Chukwukelue: Patrick was born on 

September 2, 1981 in Onitsha City in the Anambra 

F our new postulants were welcomed in a cere-mony on Labor Day, September 3, “Play Day”. 

(Postulants are those preparing to go to the Novitiate 

in Burlington, Wisconsin.  See last newsletter for 

new novices and those who made their first vows.)   

Patrick supplied the following information. 
 

PHOTOS BY GLEN HUMPHREY 



l to Wayne, Ron, David, Abel, Flan, and cooks Bart and Seán. 
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PLAY D
AY 

I t 
was a be

autiful d
ay for a 

picnic a
nd game

s.  After
 

the cere
mony w

ith the P
ostulant

s Seán a
nd Bart 

got 

busy co
oking up

 the brat
s and ha

mburge
rs.  Late

r, as all 

were pla
ying var

ious gam
es, Gord

on brou
ght out t

he 

cake and
 ice crea

m.  Her
e are som

e photos
 which c

an 

give you
 a flavor

 of the d
ay. 

PHOTO
S BY G

LEN HU
MPHREY

 AND J
OE NEL

SON 

Clockwise around table:  Ulric,  Anthony, Duane, Pjay, Pat, Noel       

Mike, in great 

form! 

Below: l to r  Chrys, Pat, Ramon, and Diego 



A heated game of  

Croquet!  Left, l to r:  

Pjay, Anthony, Larry 

B., Abel. Right same 

players except  

Anthony on the 

right. 
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l  to r  Larry S., Ron, Greg Petri (SJB), Manuel V. (SJB), Wayne 

G.  Greg was on his way back from a celebration in Gallup and 

Manuel was on his way to his new assignment in Tucson. 

l to r Patrick, Gordon, Anthony, Abel and Duane 

l to r  Ramon, Joe R., Flan, Seán 
Emeric 

Above: l to r Glen, Gilbert, Ron 

Below: Gerry S. and George. 

l to r Lalo, Paul O., Greg Petri 
Berard 

l to r Bart, John 



Appreciation 

Dinner 
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Duane talks with Anita 

Achay, RN. 

“Lalo” Eduardo enjoys the 

Mexican cuisine. 

Charlie (left) chats with Bob Sanchez over a drink. 

Lalo is enjoying a moment with  

Dr. Samuel Roll, PhD 

O n Tuesday evening, September 4, the province continued a tradition which was begun when 

Gilbert was provincial, an Appreciation Dinner for 

support staff and their spouses or guests (Province 

Finance Committee; Secretaries/Office help and 

maintenance staff, plus others such as nurses whom 

we consult over the year.  Galbadon’s who donate 

funerals, etc. 

 

It used to be split into two evenings (easier on the 

brother cooks!).  Then Larry Dunham hosted it on one 

night with Bro. Bruce as chef. 

 

This year it was held at the El Pinto Restaurant featur-

ing Mexican Cuisine along with roast beef.   

 

Our Provincial, Gino, introduced the dinner thanking 

all the guests for their wonderful contributions to our 

fraternity. 

You can read this and all back is-

sues of  the Padres Trail at our web 

site www.olgofm.org.  There are 

also much information about our 

missions, vocations, Lay mission-

aries (Franciscan Partners) and all 

the aspects of Our Lady of Guada-

lupe Province. 

The Padres Trail is the newsletter for the Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Albuquerque, New Mexico 

The editor is Fr. Joseph Nelson, OFM 

Contact at 1204 Stinson St. SW, Albuquerque, NM 87121-3440.  Cell phone 505-977-4110 

or office 505-831-9199 

Send articles, photos, letters or ideas for articles to  

joenelsofm@aol.com 


