
 “Healing energy” is the term often used to describe 
the miracles attributed to the most visited shrine in the 
world: Lourdes. Since 1858, when 14-year-old Bernadette 
Soubirous revealed her encounters with an apparition of 
the Virgin Mary, millions have found comfort – and many 
have been cured – at a grotto at the edge of the river Gave 
de Pau in southwest France. For the past two years, David 
Moczulski has journeyed to Lourdes as a chaplain for 
pilgrims with the Knights of Malta. “One of the Knights 
has been coming to me for spiritual direction for the last six 
or seven years,” David explains. “He has been asking me to 
serve as a chaplain on one of the Lourdes pilgrimages, and 
finally last year I ran out of excuses as to why I could not 
go.” 

Returning last week from his second pilgrimage,    
David blogged about the experience at 
http://inmylifeilovethemall.blogspot.com/. “All told there 
were 238 pilgrims from the Federal Association of the 
Knights of Malta,” he wrote. “About 40 were malades 
[ages 5 to 85] and another 45 to 50 were companions to 
the malades.” There were visits to the famous baths, an 
anointing of the sick, a candlelight procession and liturgy 
in the grotto visited by Bernadette. David describes some 
of the highlights: 

“On Saturday afternoon, I was asked to give a •	
talk to the malades. It came as a surprise to me – I 
had thought that the head chaplain asked me to 
be available for confessions. When I got to the 
conference room the hotel people asked how I wanted 
the chairs arranged. I said to ask the priest who was 
giving the talk. He looked at me and said, ‘You are.’ 
After a quick prayer to the Holy Spirit, I was able to 
call upon the Irish side of the family and go through 
the index files of quotes in my brain and give a 
40-minute talk on the Franciscan value of suffering 

and allowing others to help in the process of our own 
suffering.”

“The week was full of many opportunities to walk with •	
the sick and their companions. I was on a team of about 
40 people. Six of the 40 were malades, the youngest 
being KK, a 5-year-old girl who was recently operated 
on for a brain tumor. After a few rounds of chemo and 
radiation, the docs will be able to tell if the tumor and 
cancer were all removed. Luis Jr. is from Rockville, Md. 
A little over two years ago he was struck by a police 
car on his way home 
from school. He was in 
a coma for two months 
and spent about six 
months in a rehab center. 
Now his left vocal cord 
is paralyzed and he has 
very limited movement 
in his arms and legs. 
The Montgomery 
County Police and their 
insurance company 
are withholding any 
payment; his parents 
face medical bills of $2.5 
million.” 

 “The Knights and •	
Dames of Malta are an interesting group. The Federal 
Association has many members from the D.C. area. 
Most are high-level managers of some sort, either in the 
government or the private sector. They are accustomed 
to being in charge, and working with them called to my 
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From Jeff
When I have the time during my visitation, I make a 
“courtesy call” on bishops in the dioceses where we 
minister.  (Over time, I hope to meet all the bishops 
with whom we collaborate.)  While I was in the 
Southwest, I met with Bishop Ricardo Ramirez of 
Las Cruces (Alamogordo).  During this week’s visits 
in Pennsylvania I met with Bishop John Barres of 
Allentown (Easton) and Bishop Lawrence Brandt of 
Greensburg (Uniontown).  The bishops are gracious 
and the conversation is always interesting.  My goal 
during these visits is simply to give the bishops a sense 
of our province and its many ministries, to give them 
some “context” for the friars who serve in their diocese.  
Our friars are very much appreciated.  The bishops 
almost always ask for more of us! 

— Jeff Scheeler, OFM

The power of Lourdes
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Friar David Moczulski with the 
Colettine Poor Clare who runs the 
gift shop in Lourdes.

Pilgrims gather at the grotto where Bernadette saw the apparition 
of Mary.
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mind the old saying 
about ‘trying to 
herd cats.’ They are 
generous with both 
their time and funds. 
The Knights and 
Dames support Holy 
Family Hospital in 
Palestine, a hospital 
in Haiti, and continue 
to work to rebuild 
New Orleans after 
Katrina. A few of the 
docs that were on 
the pilgrimage were 
in Haiti when the 
earthquake happened 
this year. Many of the 
Knights and Dames 
who are docs and 
nurses went into Haiti 
as first and second responders.”

“Being a pilgrim at Lourdes is a reminder to me of how •	
I am called to remember the importance of the faith and 
religion of the popular people. After almost 20 years I 
remembered a course I took at WTU from Fr. Segundo 
Galilea and how he stressed to us to respect the faith 
of the people and to respect the ethnic nuances of their 
faith. At Lourdes you see the rich and poor gathering 
together looking for a miracle. For some the search is 
for a cure or restoration of physical health. For many of 
us, though, the cure does not take the shape of regaining 
strength of limbs, but a new faith and new vision.”

“Last year I remember seeing all of the souvenir stores •	
and the inexpensive plastic bottles for Lourdes water 
along with countless other devotional aides. As the week 
went on, I discovered how for some of the pilgrims they 
most likely saved all year to travel and were fortunate 
if they had any money left to purchase anything. That 
plastic statue of Mary probably has a place of honor in 
the home of a pilgrim.” 

“Over 6 million come to Lourdes annually. As one •	
of those 6 million I don’t state that Mary appeared to 
Bernadette, but I have come to believe in the power of 
that holy ground. The beauty of the grotto, the backdrop 
of the Pyrenees, the cold, clear waters are renewing in 
many ways. When I am there I imagine Francis walking 
among the crowds being amazed, too, at the faith of the 
people, at the beauty of God’s created world.” 

This week Tom Richstatter wrote to request a photo of 
Bernie Schneider he had seen in News Notes. “A friar who 
was very good to me in Guatemala, Fr. Bernardo, OFM, 
is a good friend of Bernardin, and I am sure that he would 
be very appreciative of a picture of him,” Tom explained.  
“The Order (years ago) sent them to school together to 
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study scripture, and the two of them were to go to 
China and translate the Bible into Chinese.  But the 
year they were to enter China, Mao took power and 
Bernardin went to Japan and Bernardo to Panama and 
then to Guatemala.”  We e-mailed Tom a couple of 
photos and he printed them out to send to Bernardo. 
“He has a ‘bulletin board’ of pictures and memories 
in his room and I am sure that these pictures will go 
up there on his wall.” At 94, Bernardo walks four 
blocks from his friary to San Francisco El Grande 
and hears confessions for four or five hours each day.  
“Last year when I went to Antigua for Holy Week,” 
Tom wrote, “as careful as I am packing, I did not pack 
the cowl to my habit…and as we wear the habit all 
the time, there I felt strangely cowl-less,  and people 
would ask me what order I belonged to, etc. …  One 
day I met Bernardo on the way walking to school 
and I mentioned that without a cowl I felt strange.  
He immediately took off his cowl and gave it to me, 
saying:  ‘Wear mine.  Everybody thinks I am strange 
even with a cowl.’ ”

Roch Niemier, past director of Franciscan 
Pilgrimage Programs, is the presenter for this year’s 
Greater Cincinnati Franciscan Gathering on Saturday, 
Aug. 7, at St. Vivian’s Parish Center on Winton Road. 
Presentation 1 is “Understanding the Spirituality of 
Franciscan Places.” In Presentation 2, “Places and 
the Gift of Spirituality,” Roch will connect themes of 
spirituality to several places at particular moments 
in the lives of Francis and Clare. The day starts with 
prayer at 9:30 a.m., with lunch at 11:45 and liturgy 
and closing at 2 p.m. Donations are appreciated. If 
you plan to come, please contact Pat McCloskey    
(patm@americancatholic.org or 513-241-5615,        
ext. 116). 

And speaking of Pat, Tod Laverty recently 
conducted a tour of St. Patrick Church for a group 
from the Detroit Historical Society. He writes: 
“Among the ‘pilgrims’ was a woman who used to 
baby-sit Pat McCloskey and who was the daughter of 
the Mason family who gave us the wonderful summer 
house in Howell, Mich. She was so delighted that 
someone remembered the house and her family.  A 
few weeks later a new visitor came to the Sunday 
9:30 Mass.  Talking with her after the Mass I learned 
that she was the daughter of Doc Walterman (who 
taught us Economics at Duns Scotus; rather, he ‘tried’ 
to teach us Economics.  It was the only course I got 
a ‘D’ in; I didn’t understand a thing he was talking 
about).  This weekend this same woman told me that 
she went home and told her mother that someone 
remembered the Doc; she said her mother wept 
with joy.  She told me that Doc enjoyed teaching 
at Duns Scotus more than anything else he did all 
those years.  I told both ladies that I would pass this 
information on to the friars and that many of us would 
remember their families with gratitude and not a little 
humor.”

continued on page 3

Two of Lourdes’ 6 million annual 
visitors relax near the grotto.
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JPIC Animators Pio Jackson of Sacred Heart Province 
and Donna Graham of SJB Province spent three days this 
week at Cedar Lake before the four novices headed off 
for their profession retreat. “The novices were shown that 
the Order, in its General Constitutions, Chapter Mandates, 
reports and letters of the Minister General, promotes JPIC 
concerns in numerous ways,” according to Donna. “The 
Minister General said in his report to the 2009 General 
Chapter, ‘The commitment to JPIC is a part of our DNA, 
of our spirituality, and is one of the characteristic elements 
of our charism.’  The novices saw in the presentations how 
this is reinforced in the Chapter Mandates and JPIC-related 
projects of the Order, and learned more about how to 
integrate the practice of JPIC into their lives as friars.”

Humbert Moster has volunteered to help out in 
Oldenburg while Carl Hawver ministers in Alaska this 
summer. Carl is grateful!
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Last Friday, five players from 
the University of Cincinnati 
football team and one of their 
coaches pitched in to serve 
food and drinks to guests at St. 
Francis Seraph Soup Kitchen in 
Over-the-Rhine. They brought 
with them eight boxes of 
canned goods collected over 
the past few weeks. “It was really 

neat how they blended in with the guests, and how the guests 
appreciated them being, there,” says Bubs Kindt, who helped 
arrange the volunteer visit. Assisting players Cam Cheatum, Chris 
Williams, Kevin Maurice, John Goebel and Quincey Quentant 
was Coach Jahmile Addae (all pictured above with Pastor Greg 
Friedman and Bubs Kindt). “They’re coming back when they can 
work it into their schedules,” Bubs says.  

By Andrew Stettler, OFM

Recently I finished my last class at Catholic 
Theological Union (CTU). It was a ministry practicum in 
which I worked in the Archdiocese of Chicago with adults 
receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation. It was a great 
way to express and to share the faith. I will graduate this 

continued on page 4

Help and hope in New Orleans

CTU graduation is
a reason to reflect

Football players tackle hunger
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Over the past two months, dozens of volunteers – high school 
and college students as well as retirees – have shown up 
in New Orleans to help friars clean out the flood-damaged 
St. Mary of the Angels School and community center in 
preparation for renovations funded by FEMA. “They come 30-
50 at a time from all over the country,” says Pastor Joe Rigali. 
“The work is hard and dirty. Ruined and broken furnishings 
have to be discarded.  Damaged walls have to be torn down, 
electrical wiring torn out.”  A Head Start Center will occupy the 
first floor of the old school, and, if all goes according to plan, 
Catholic Charities will open a community outreach center on 
the second floor. The volunteers have been a godsend. “If they 
had not come, we would have had to contract the work out 
at a cost of nearly $30,000,” Joe says. Read more about the 
volunteer effort in the June issue of the Friar Works newsletter. 
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month from CTU with a Master’s of Divinity, Pastoral 
Administrator, degree.

CTU offered a wonderful opportunity to experience the 
catholic, universal faith. A strength of CTU is its diverse 
composition of non-religious laity, religious from around 
the world and seminarians. I am also impressed and 
inspired by the professors’ expression and transmission of 
their faith. They are filled with a vibrant faith while caring 
for and accompanying their students.

Through my own formation and educational experience 
of seven years with the friars, I have been challenged and 
have struggled to balance and to nurture both the journey 
and the dream aspects of the Franciscan life. At times, it 
has been easy to get lost in the day-to-day aspects and to 
focus on achieving goals. At other times, I have allowed 
the dream and idealistic thoughts to get in the way of 
realistic expectations and of living in the messiness of life.

I am looking forward to continuing this discernment 
and growing personally in the next stage of my Franciscan 
life. Starting this June, I excitedly and eagerly join 
Giovanni Reid at the Christian Service Program in 
Shreveport, La. This will be a life-giving and beautiful 
opportunity to be present with others and to grow deeper 
in the faith.   

Barbara Rayes called Friar Works to report that 
Cecelia Skupin, a former cook at Duns Scotus, died 
April 26 Northville, Mich., at the age of 93. “Family was 
the most important aspect of her life,” according to an 
online obituary. She is survived by two children and was 
preceded in death by her husband and son, both named 
Leo. Funeral services have been held; Cecelia was laid to 
rest at Holy Sepulchre Catholic Ceme tery in Southfield. 
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In lieu of flowers, her family requested donations to 
Angela Hospice, 14100 Newburgh Rd., Livonia, MI 
48154, or the Franciscans. 

Justus Wirth called with a reminder that his phone 
number in the Personnel Directory is incorrect. It 
should be: 937-435-019. 

During Fred 
Link’s most recent 
round of visitation for 
Holy Name Province, 
“A highlight was 
spending a couple of 
days at St. Francis Inn 
in Philadelphia,” he 
wrote in St. Clement’s 
May 2 bulletin. “Six 
friars work together 
on a team which 
includes two sisters 

and two lay volunteers to oversee and run a most 
amazing program. In addition to a Women’s Center, 
a Thrift Shop and Urban Center, they have a lovely 
place where they serve about 350 dinners 365 days 
a year. They also 
serve breakfast each 
morning. Guests 
wait in a comfortable 
courtyard, are 
seated at tables and 
served delicious 
meals by the team 
and a multitude of 
volunteers. Older 
guests and families 
are seated first. 
There are carryout 
dinners made from 
leftovers for all who want them, to assure that all of 
the food is distributed.

“The beautiful aspect of St. Francis Inn is the 
lovely chapel on the second floor. The team, some 
guests and residents of a rehab center across the street 
gather for a daily Mass. Great care is taken to make 
this a beautiful liturgy. They have created an oasis of 
peace in the midst of a difficult neighborhood. I have 
seen many great examples of outreach to the poor as I 
have traveled through Holy Name Province.” 

Andrew Stettler, OFM

LET US REMEMBER

DIRECTORY UPDATES

St. Francis Inn feeds guests
in more ways than one
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Br. Fred waits tables at St. 
Francis Inn in Philadelphia.

Fr. Michael welcomes a guest to the Inn.


